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Tourism and amateur sports 
vital to Tempe’s future  
By City Councilmember Mark Mitchell

Have you ever gone on vacation or a business trip and been 
overwhelmed by the attractiveness and amenities of the city you 
visited? If you had such an experience, you know how thousands 

of visitors feel when they set foot in Tempe.

Tempe’s popularity as a destination is demonstrated by the fact that three premiere 
hotels have recently announced plans to build in our downtown—joining an already 
bustling tourism scene. These hoteliers recognize that the positive experience people 
have when they visit Tempe justifies their planned investment of hundreds of millions of 
dollars to build new hotels in Tempe.

Why is Tempe so excited about the attractiveness of our city to visitors? Because tour-
ism revenue is used to provide services and amenities to our citizens—amenities that 
benefit Tempeans but which non-Tempeans help fund. There is a direct link between 
Tempe’s success as a regional, national and international events hotspot and the fact 
that our residents pay the second-lowest annual fees among eight Valley cities. 

As chair of the City Council’s Tourism and Amateur Sports Committee, I strive to bring 
world-class hotels, conference spaces, amateur sporting events and sports facilities 
to Tempe. Councilmember Ben Arredondo serves on the committee with me. We cel-
ebrate the exciting accomplishments that highlighted 2006 and look forward to welcom-
ing the many visitors who will make acquaintance with Tempe this year.

Recapping a great year
Tempe had several successes this year, including the first spring training season in the 
Angels’ newly renovated home at Diablo Stadium. The improvements made for a better 
fan experience, with new seats, new concessions areas, new practice fields and a new 
look for the entire facility. 

This summer, Tempe announced Le Meridien a five-star international hotel will be built 
at the Hayden Ferry Lakeside project on the south side of Tempe Town Lake. It will 
contribute to the Mill Avenue District’s growing flair and sophistication. 

Finally, we ended 2006 with the first Insight Bowl in Tempe at Sun Devil Stadium. We 
look forward to the new traditions this game will bring to our community. 

Looking to 2007 with enthusiasm 
With upcoming events like the P.F. Chang’s Rock ‘N Roll Marathon and Ironman Ari-
zona, Tempe will continue to be a tourism destination in 2007. An estimated 4 million 
visitors will come to Tempe in 2007, generating about $97 million for Tempe hotels.  

We have many other important goals. With the proximity of the Biodesign Institute at 
Arizona State University, we are the perfect place for national and international confer-
ences that will attract highly skilled professionals to our city. 

We also aim to bring youth and amateur sports facilities to Tempe, particularly to the 
south side of Town Lake. The local and national tournaments hosted at these types of 
facilities would bring in thousands of families to Tempe.

I am eager to hear your input about tourism and amateur sports in Tempe – please call 
me anytime at 480-350-8793. Share your feedback with me and help our city reach its 
most exciting future. 

Buy a bowl, 
feed a child 

Purchase a handmade bowl and help 
feed hungry children at the Empty 
Bowls event, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
on Friday, Feb. 23, at Sixth Street 
Park and Saturday, Feb. 24, at 
Tempe Beach Park. 

The bowls, which are available for 
a donation of $10, are created by 
potters at the City of Tempe Ceram-
ics Program, local artists and Tempe 
middle school and high school 
students. With the purchase of a 
bowl, Whole Foods Market will pro-
vide a simple meal that is symbolic 
of the caloric intake that sustains 
many in the world for an entire day. 
On Saturday, bowls made by Tempe’s 
youngest potters will be available for 
$1 at a designated children’s area.  

A volunteer initiative of the Tempe 
Community Council, Empty Bowls 
gives proceeds from the event to 
the United Food Bank’s Kids’ Café 
program. The program provides a 
meal or nutritious snack to an 
estimated 300 children in Tempe 
each day. For more information, call 
480-858-2300.



For traffic restrictions and 
closures go to:

www.tempe.gov/traffic/StreetClosures

Tempe firefighters 
recognized for daring rescue   
Tempe firefighters were honored in November for their brav-
ery and skill in rescuing two victims from a burning apart-
ment building. 

Ten members of the Tempe Fire Department received awards 
from Tempe Mayor Hugh Hallman – and a standing ovation 
from the audience – during the Nov. 2 City Council meeting. 
The two survivors also attended the meeting. 

Around 5:30 a.m. on Sept. 23, several Tempe engine and 
ladder companies responded to a first-alarm fire on Lemon 
Street, near Rural Road and Apache Boulevard, in Tempe. 
Two firefighters entered the inferno and encountered heavy 
fire, near-zero visibility and furnace-like heat. They held back 
the blaze while other firefighters rescued 18-year-old Marta 
Orozco and 19-year-old Emmitt Fikus. 

The survivors suffered serious smoke inhalation, but were 
saved, thanks to the on-scene placement of breathing tubes 
in their lungs. They recovered after several days at the Mari-
copa County Hospital Burn Unit. 

“These two people are alive today because of the outstanding 
fire attack, rescue work and emergency medical treatment 
performed by our firefighters,” said Fire Chief Cliff Jones. 
“They performed superbly under the most adverse condi-
tions, at great risk to their own safety.” 

Gila River Indian Community gives generous grant   
The Gila River Indian Community has committed to using some of its 2006 gaming revenue to fund youth, health and fire train-
ing programs in Tempe. Community representatives presented a check to the city at the Tempe City Council’s Dec. 14 meeting. 

Under Arizona law, Native American communities with casinos contribute 12 percent of gaming revenues each year to area non-
profits or government entities. This is the first time the Gila River Indian Community has given money to the City of Tempe and 
Tempe-area charities.

The Tempe Early Childhood Literacy Initiative will receive $103,702 over two years, while a donation of $24,900 will help 
the Tempe Fire Department purchase fire training equipment and materials. In addition, the Tempe Family YMCA will receive 
$30,000 for its Youth Wellness Center and Tumbleweed Youth Center will receive $16,000 to fund a Tempe Youth Resource 
Center Outreach Specialist. 

P.F. Chang’s Marathon  
Thousands of runners will test their endurance in the P.F. 
Chang’s Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon, which winds through Phoe-
nix, Scottsdale and Tempe on Sunday, Jan. 14. Live bands 
and 40 high school cheer squads will encourage runners 
along the course. A finish line party awaits runners at Tempe 
Beach Park, with the Gin Blossoms playing at 8 p.m. to cap 
off the festivities. 

The marathon begins at 7:40 a.m. and the half-marathon 
starts at 8:30 a.m. Major freeways will be open, but expect 
delays, especially on I-10 around 7th Avenue and in down-
town Phoenix from 6-9 a.m., and on the Loop 202 around 
Mill Avenue, Scottsdale Road and Rio Salado Parkway from 
6 a.m. to 3 p.m. For information on road closures in Tempe, 
visit www.tempe.gov/traffic/StreetClosures. 

Do you know about the 
Earned Income Tax Credit?  
Free tax preparation is available for qualified individuals 
and couples every Saturday from Jan. 27 through April 14 
(except March 17) from 9 a.m. to noon at Tempe Schools 
Credit Union, 2800 S. Mill Ave. 

Trained volunteer tax preparers certified by the IRS will 
provide free tax preparation and electronic filing for 
individuals earning $33,000 or less per year and couples 
making $55,000 or less per year. Spanish translators will 
be available. With electronic filing, taxpayers can expect 
refunds within 10-14 working days. 

For the first time, taxpayers can split their refund and 
deposit into more than one bank account. To split a 
refund, taxpayers need to bring their account numbers 
and bank routing numbers. Other items taxpayers must 
bring include:
	 •	W-2 forms from every place you worked in 2006
	 •1099 forms, if applicable
	 •	Social Security cards for yourself and all 
	    dependents
	 •	Picture identification				  
	 •	A copy of last year’s tax return 			 
	 •	Information for all deductions and credits

This program is made available through the Tempe 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Asset Development 
Initiative created by the partnership between the Tempe 
Community Council, The City of Tempe, Newtown Com-
munity Development Corporation, Tempe Schools Credit 
Union and the IRS. Tax preparers can call Community 
Information and Referral at 602-263-8856 or visit 
www.cir.org for free tax preparation and electronic filing 
sites throughout Arizona. For more information, visit 
www.tempe.gov/tcc/eitc.htm.  
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Tempe enhances neighborhoods
Whether increasing safety in neighborhoods or adding playground equip-
ment, Tempe’s Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grant Program helps 
residents enhance their neighborhoods and improve their quality of life. 

The City Council makes $225,000 available annually for neighborhood-
initiated projects, with each having a cap of $12,000. Eligible applicants 
include neighborhood and homeowners’ associations and crime free 
multi-housing communities. Projects funded in past years include an 
art piece, traffic calming, park improvements, security lights and land-
scaping.  

Grant applications must meet several criteria, including:

	 •	They must be capital projects of community-wide benefit that would 	
		  not be covered within the city’s traditional Capital Improvement 
		  Program budget;
	 •	The requested project has to reflect the desires of a majority of the 	
		  neighborhood and homeowner association membership; and
	 •	Homeowner associations, in contrast with voluntary neighborhood 
		  associations, are asked to match funds. 

Applications for the 2007-08 neighborhood grants are available now. A 
workshop detailing the application process will be held Jan. 20 at 10 a.m. 
at the Pyle Center, 655 E. Southern Ave. The new Neighborhood Traf-
fic Management Program also will be introduced. For information and a 
complete list of grant recipients, contact the Neighborhood Services Office 
at 480-350-8234 or by e-mail at neighborhoods@tempe.gov or visit 
www.tempe.gov/nhoods/grants.htm.

Tempe in the 1930s

Nearly 2,500 people lived in Tempe in 1930 
and they witnessed a decade of growth and 
hardship, much like the rest of the United 
States during the Great Depression. Through 
Jan. 25, the Tempe Historical Museum’s 
exhibit “Tempe in the 1930s” tells the story of 
how Tempeans lived during this decade. 

After the stock market crashed in 1929, many 
Americans lost their jobs. Over-cultivated 
lands left Midwest farmland infertile, causing 
migration to other states. Many Midwesterners 
heading for California stopped and stayed in 
Tempe. 

By 1930, the Salt River Project already was in 
place generating power and creating irriga-
tion and a water supply. Tempe farmers and 
migrant workers labored in cotton fields, but 
falling prices for agricultural products created 
hard times.

People swam in the Salt River, went to Tempe 
Beach Park or had picnics to avoid spend-
ing money. Recycling wasn’t a choice, it was 
necessity – flour bags were made into dresses 
and fertilizer bags turned into sheets and 
towels.

Federal programs implemented by President 
Roosevelt created badly needed jobs. Tempe 
women earned money sewing clothes for 
indigent people through the Federal Emer-
gency Relief Act. Tempe workers built roads 
and sidewalks through the Works Progress 
Administration. These acts pulled and 
sustained the American people through the 
hardest economic times many had ever seen. 
By 1940, the population in Tempe had grown 
to 2,900. The decade ended with Americans 
on the brink of entering World War II.

Prevent roof rats from 
inhabiting your neighborhood  
Roof rats thrive in the cooler weather of winter. Look for the following signs 
of roof rat activity:
	 •	Hollowed-out citrus or fruit
	 •	Rat droppings
	 •	Gnawing or scratching noises in attic, walls and around eaves 
		  of home
	 •	Damage to plastics and coverings on electrical wires
	 •	Unsettled pets

Protect your home and neighborhood from infestation:
	 •	Secure homes first by eliminating potential entry points as small 	
		  as a nickel by using stucco diamond mesh, filling cracks as needed 	
		  with caulking and copper wool 
	 •	Pick up all fruit and nuts from the ground
	 •	Harvest all citrus promptly and completely from trees
	 •	Trim any tree branches that lay on or near your roof, ideally no 		
		  branches should come within 4-5 feet of your home 
	 •	Keep garbage containers covered
	 •	Pick up pet waste from the yard daily
	 •	Keep pet food or any bulk food items stored in a secure container 	
		  above ground and don’t leave pet food out  

If you suspect you have roof rats, call the Maricopa County Environmental 
Services Department at 602-506-6616 and select option 4 to file 
an environmental complaint, followed by option 2 or visit 
www.maricopa.gov/ENVSVC/FORMS/ROOFRAT_CPLT.ASP 
to provide information about your infestation. 

www.tempe.gov/nhoods/grants.htm
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Calendar
City Council Meetings
The January/February schedule 
for Tempe City Council meetings

January 4
6 p.m., Issue Review Session 
7:30 p.m., Council Meeting

January 18
6 p.m., Issue Review Session 
7:30 p.m., Council Meeting

February 1
6 p.m., Issue Review Session 
7:30 p.m., Council Meeting

February 15
6 p.m., Issue Review Session 
7:30 p.m., Council Meeting

Meetings are aired live on Tempe 11 
and the Internet at 
www.tempe.gov/tempe11.

City Council meetings are held in 
the Council Chambers at City Hall,  
31 E. Fifth St. Agendas are posted 
24 hours before each meeting outside 
the Council Chambers and on the 
second floor of City Hall. Meetings are 
subject to change. Confirm dates and 
times with the City Clerk’s Office, 
480-350-8241 or on the Web site at 
www.tempe.gov/clerk.

Tempe City Council
Hugh Hallman, Mayor
Hut Hutson, Vice Mayor
P. Ben Arredondo, Councilmember
Barbara J. Carter, Councilmember
Shana Ellis, Councilmember
Mark W. Mitchell, Councilmember 
Onnie Shekerjian, Councilmember

Will Manley, City Manager

Tempe Today is produced by the 
Communication and Media Relations 
Division

Tempe Today editor Nikki Ripley
nikki_ripley@tempe.gov
480-350-8846 or 480-350-8400 (TDD)
Contributing writer Kris Bolster

To contact the Mayor and Council, 
call 480-350-8110. 

City of Tempe
31 E. 5th St., Tempe, AZ 85281
www.tempe.gov

News you can use
Neighborhood Day at the State Legislature 
Tempe neighborhood leaders are invited to attend a neighborhood legislative 
program, enjoy a free lunch and tour the Arizona House of Representatives and 
State Senate on Wednesday, Jan. 24, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the State Capitol, 
1700 W. Washington St. 

Residents are encouraged to share stories of their neighborhoods, learn about the 
2007 neighborhood legislative agenda and find out how it will impact the future of 
our community. If you plan on attending, please contact the city’s Neighborhood 
Services Division by calling 480-350-8234 or e-mailing neighborhoods@tempe.gov.

Free full-day kindergarten registration
Tempe Elementary staff will begin registering children for kindergarten on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, and continue throughout the school year. All children turning 5 
before Jan. 1, 2008, are eligible. Free full-day kindergarten is offered at all Tempe 
Elementary K-5 schools and Ward Traditional Academy and is available to all chil-
dren living throughout the Valley. It’s important to register early since classes 
fill up quickly. Special evening kindergarten registration will take place Tuesday, 
Feb. 6, from 5:30-7:30 p.m., at all Tempe Elementary K-5 schools and Ward 
Traditional Academy. Parents need to bring their child’s certified birth certificate, 
immunization record and two verifications of residence. For more information, call 
480-730-7321 or visit www.tempeschools.org/parents/register.htm.

Tempe Youth Showcase
Tempe Youth Showcase is holding auditions for children 5-18 to be cast in its first 
annual showcase called “A Celebration of Diversity,” featuring youths with an array 
of talents. Auditions will be held Wednesday, Feb. 7, from 5-8 p.m. at the Tempe 
Performing Arts Center, 132 E. 6th St. and Saturday, Feb. 10, from 9-11:30 a.m. 
and 1:30-4 p.m. at the Tempe Public Library, 3500 S. Rural Rd. Call 480-858-2300 
to schedule an appointment. For more information, visit www.tempe.gov/tcc.

Walk n’ Roll Dog Walk
On Jan. 27, bring your favorite friendly dog and join in the 3rd Annual Walk n’ Roll 
Dog Walk from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Tempe Town Lake. Sponsored by Power Paws 
Assistance Dogs, this 5K fun walk and wheelchair roll raises money to provide 
assistance dogs to people with disabilities. Your dog can enjoy games while you 
enjoy live bands, a silent auction and free mini-massages. Outback Steakhouse is 
providing lunch to the first 500 registered and checked-in participants. Registration 
is $20 before Jan. 12 and $25 afterwards. For more information, visit 
www.azpowerpaws.org/2007walk.html. 

Walk to D’Feet ALS
On Jan. 20, join the Walk to D’Feet ALS to raise money to fight Lou Gehrig’s disease 
at Tempe Beach Park. Sponsored by ALS, this 3.1-mile walk is free but donations 
are welcome. Proceeds benefit ALS national research and local patient services 
programs.

This walk is wheelchair friendly, and even leashed dogs and cats are welcome. Reg-
istration begins at 9 a.m. and the walk begins at 10:30 a.m. Free food and refresh-
ments will be given to participants. For more information, contact Mary Colburn at 
602-297-3800 or mary@alsaz.org.

Tempe creates HOPE program to aid homeless
The City of Tempe has launched the Homeless Outreach Program Effort (HOPE) to 
help homeless people access needed services to end their homelessness. A two-per-
son outreach team travels throughout the city, interacting with homeless individuals 
and families. During its first month, the HOPE team helped 69 homeless people, 
including 19 women. For more information on the HOPE program or homelessness 
in Tempe, contact Cathleen Phelan and Gregg Donnell at 480-350-5846 or Theresa 
James at 480-858-2360.
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