
AFFORDABLE HOUSING FORUM



WHAT IS AFFORDABLE HOUSING?

Housing provided and maintained through some 
combination of zoning incentives, cost-effective 
construction techniques, and government assistance 
that can be rented or purchased by households who 
cannot afford market rate housing in the community.



AFFORDABLE HOUSING CONTINUUM 

Homeownership
assistance

for moderate
income families

Homeless Prevention + Outreach

Homeless Shelters
and Domestic 

Violence Shelters
Housing First

Transitional

Homeownership 
assistance for

“Workforce Housing"

Section 8
voucher program

Permanently
Affordable Rental



WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?

Factor’s determining affordability
Funds Available for Housing [Including Utilities] 
= 30-40% of Income 
Family Size 

For 07/08 a family of 4 would be considered:
Low Income at $30,050 per year [$1,000/mo]
Moderate Income at $ 48,100 per year [$1,600/mo]
Workforce at $ 72,200 per year [$2,400/mo]



OWNERSHIP vs. RENTAL HOUSING –
THE NEED FOR HOUSING CHOICE

Not Everybody is Ready for Homeownership
Importance Homebuyer Education and Preparedness

Need for Affordable Rental Units [Section 8] 
Diversity in Housing Stock = Expanded Opportunities 

for Affordable + Workforce Housing
Period of Affordability – HUD Mandates vs. Perpetual



CITY OF TEMPE PROGRAMS
HUD 07/08 Funding
Section 8 Rental Assistance

$8,343,221
HOME Entitlement Grant

$487,711
Community Development Block Grant

$1,635,822
American Dream Down Payment Initiative 

$12,919 



CITY OF TEMPE PROGRAMS
HUD Funding
Section 8 Rental Assistance
Home Rehabilitation [Full, Emergency] 
Rental Rehabilitation
CAMP  [Community Assisted Mortgage Program]
FSS  [Family Self-Sufficiency] 
Annual Social Service Funding [15%] 
Fair Housing



CITY OF TEMPE PROGRAMS
City In-Lieu Downtown Housing Fees
Centerpoint - $25k per tower
University Square - $100k on DDA
Lumina - $200k plus 5% affordable
100 Mill - $500 per unit
On Mill - $500 per unit

Proposed City-Wide In-Lieu Fee Program



CITY OF TEMPE PARTNERSHIPS

Newtown / Land Trust
Habitat for Humanity
Chicanos Por La Causa
Tempe Comm. Council



CITY OF TEMPE
AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVES

Community Development  Reorganization –
Affordable Housing Section
In-Lieu Fee Study
TOD Density Bonus Program
Adopted Affordable Housing Strategy
Ad-Hoc Affordable Housing Creation [Apache ASL 
Project or 80 unit acquisition opportunity] 



THE FUTURE OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
IN TEMPE

Land Cost / Construction Cost Escalation
Per Unit Subsidy 
Unit vs. Buyer Subsidy

Concentration vs. Dispersion of Affordable Housing
Jobs / Housing Balance
The role of Density in Affordable Housing
New Models for Achieving Affordability 
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