
 

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 

 

 

Transportation Commission  
 

 MEETING DATE 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at 7:30 a.m. 
 
MEETING LOCATIONS 

 
 

Join Via Cisco Webex   
https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/onstage/g.php?MTID=ebaea44aa727c4157f95e0a1932fe4c02       
Event password: dsW2cW8hd4J 
United States Toll+1-408-418-9388                                     
Access Code/Event Number: 2485 786 7351 
 
AND 
 
Tempe Transportation Center  
Don Cassano Community Room 
200 E. Fifth Street, 2nd floor 
Tempe, Arizona, 85281 
 

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER 
ACTION or 

INFORMATION 

1. Public Appearances 
The Transportation Commission welcomes public 
comment for items listed on this agenda. There is a 
three-minute time limit per citizen. 

JC Porter, 
Commission Chair  

Information 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes   
The Commission will be asked to review and approve 
meeting minutes from the May 10, 2022 meeting. 

JC Porter, 
Commission Chair 

Action 

3. Smith Road Improvements Apache to University 
Staff with HDR will provide an update on the Smith 
Road Improvements project. 

Jill Buschbacher, 
 Economic Development and 

Ray Carranza, HDR 

Information 

4.  Bus Operations RFP 
Staff will provide an update on the status of the bus 
operations RFP. 

Eric Iwersen and Sam Stevenson,  
Engineering & Transportation 

Department 

Information 

5. Downtown Neighborhood Transportation Safety 
Plan 
Staff will make a presentation on the Downtown 
Neighborhood Transportation Safety Plan 

German Piedrahita,  
Engineering & Transportation 

Department 

Information 

6. Department & Regional Transportation Updates  
Staff and commission members will provide 
information on relevant meetings and events. 

Engineering & Transportation 
Department Staff  and 

Transportation Commissioners 

Information 

7. Future Agenda Items  
Commission may request future agenda items. 

JC Porter, 
Commission Chair 

Information  

https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/onstage/g.php?MTID=ebaea44aa727c4157f95e0a1932fe4c02
https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/onstage/g.php?MTID=ebaea44aa727c4157f95e0a1932fe4c02


 

 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Transportation Commission may only discuss matters listed on the 
agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 48 hours 
advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons. Please call 350-
4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting.  
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TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY 

TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY            
City of Tempe 
Engineering and Transportation/Transportation Division 

PROJECT OVERVIEW AND BACKGROUND 
In 2019, the Maple Ash, Wilson Art and Garden, and Mitchell Park Neighborhood Associations were 
awarded a Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grant to collect and analyze data, seek neighborhood 
input, and propose potential solutions to cut through traffic and speeding. The neighborhoods hired a 
professional engineering consultant to conduct the analysis and develop possible strategies. 

Following months of analysis and feedback, the Downtown Neighborhoods Transportation Safety Plan 
was submitted to the city and a funding request was approved by the City Council as part of the FY 
2021-22 budget process. The proposed plan included improved lighting, pavement markings, speed 
cushions, raised crosswalks, diverters, and closures as well as a traffic mitigation plan for testing. 
Testing of the traffic mitigation plan and data collection occurred from February 1, 2022, to March 17, 
2022.  Exhibit 1 below presents the study area. 

Exhibit 1, Study Area 
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TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY 

TESTING PHASE OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY 
 
The Traffic Mitigation Plan was tested utilizing temporary traffic control devices including water 
barriers, type III barricades, vertical panels, snow fence, and signage. The test modeled street closures, 
diagonal diverters, and a star diverter. Due to limited compliance with the temporary traffic control 
devices additional devices such as Automated Flagging Assistance Device (AFAD) were implemented 
and a high frequency of servicing the temporary devices was conducted to maintain traffic mitigation 
measures. The Traffic Mitigation plan is presented below in Exhibit 2. 
 
To predict the outcome of implementing the mitigation measures illustrated in Exhibit 2, traffic data 
including volumes and speeds were collected prior to and during the deployment of temporary traffic 
control devices. Pre-test data collection prior to the deployment of temporary traffic control consisted 
of 48-hour traffic volumes and speed data collected on January 25, 2022, through January 27, 2022. 
The testing phase 48-hour traffic volumes and speed data were collected on February 22, 2022, 
through February 24, 2022, while the temporary traffic control devices were deployed. Traffic Data 
was collected at 32 locations within the study area. The data collection locations were identified after 
examination of the traffic mitigation plan as those with the highest potential for changes in traffic 
patterns. In addition to data collection on streets, alleys where possible cut-through traffic might 
increase were included. The City of Tempe project team regularly traveled the neighborhood by car, 
bike, and walking while observing traffic behavior. Last, comments on the testing phase were collected 
starting in January through April of 2022. Data collection locations are presented in Exhibit 3. 
 
The objective of this report is to provide residents with the data and findings of the study.  The report 
will also put forth two viable alternatives for permanent traffic mitigation devices, along with a no-
build option as the basis for a vote on a preferred alternative.  

 
The objectives are achieved by: 
• Providing data and analysis of traffic data collected during pre-test and during the testing period 

of the Traffic Mitigation Plan proposed in the Downtown Neighborhoods Transportation Safety 
Plan. 

• Presenting findings of the pre-test traffic data versus the testing period traffic data. 
• Providing alternatives and recommendations for study area residents to vote on a preferred plan 

moving forward. 
 

PRE-TEST VOLUME AND SPEED DATA ANALYSIS 
 
The pre-test traffic data collection provided a baseline to evaluate against the testing phase data. 
During collection of the pre-test traffic data, construction in the study area and the surrounding street 
network was kept to a minimum to provide normal traffic conditions. During the testing phase the 
study area was impacted by the streetcar paving on University Drive and Mill Avenue. The paving 
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TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY 

project provided the project team with observations of traffic behavior of and impacts to the Traffic 
Mitigation Plan due to adjacent construction to the study area.  
 
For guidance, the Maricopa County Department of Transportation Roadway Design Manual, Table 2.1: 
Roadway Planning Level Traffic Volumes (PDF page 18 of 267), provides planning level average daily 
traffic volumes by street classification. Table 1 provides a relevant excerpt for the study area traffic 
volumes comparison. University Drive is classified as a principal or major arterial street. These are the 
type of streets that move most of the traffic in and around the city. Hardy Drive is classified as a major 
collector. Collector streets act as feeders from the neighborhoods to the arterials and are usually 
located at the half mile. Local or residential streets provide direct access to homes and for travel within 
a neighborhood. 
 

Table 1, Planning Level Traffic Volumes 

Road 
Classification 

No. of Thru 
Lanes 

Median 
Type 

Maximum 
ADT 

Principal Arterial 4 Divided 22,900 
Major Collector 2 Divided 5,900 
Local 2 Undivided 900 

 
 
PRE-TEST 24-HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUME DATA ANALYSIS 
 
The pre-test data used in the analysis is the average daily traffic of the two 24-hour periods of traffic 
data collection.  
 

Findings: 
• Farmer Avenue experienced the highest traffic volumes from University Drive to 13th Street 

when compared to most north-south streets. The only exception was the Ash Avenue segment 
between University Drive and 9th Street which provides direct access to commercial 
businesses. 

 
• Of the five direct north-south streets, University Drive to 13th Street, Wilson Street experienced 

the lowest constant volume. 
 

• Ash Avenue southbound traffic volume is reduced by half south of 9th Street while northbound 
traffic volume increased slightly. 

 
• The highest east-west recorded volume occurred on 9th Street, between Farmer Avenue and 

Maple Avenue. 
 

5



 
 

TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY 

• Of the five alleys where data was collected, only the alley east of Maple Avenue, between 10th 
Street and 11th Street saw double digit volumes which can be attributed to direct business 
access. All other alleys experienced single digit 24-hour traffic volumes.  

 
 Pre-test average 24-hour traffic volume data is presented on Exhibit 4, and included in Appendix A  

 

PEAK HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUME ANALYSIS 
 
Peak hour volume is the highest volume of traffic experienced in a 1-hour segment within a defined 
period. AM peak hour volume referring to the highest volume of traffic experienced during the typical 
morning commute time frame, while PM peak hour refers to the same during the typical evening 
commute time frame.  
 
Pre-test peak hour traffic volume data is presented on Exhibit 5, and included in Appendix A 
 
SPEED DATA ANALYSIS 
 
The speed data was collected over a 48-hour period. The speed data used in the analysis is the 85th 
percentile speed reported over the 48-hour period. The 85th percentile speed is the speed below which 
85% of the traffic is traveling. The speed limit on residential streets is 25 MPH. The posted speed limit 
on Hardy Drive is 30 MPH. The posted speed limit on 13th Street is 25 MPH. 
 
The speed limit for all streets within the study area have a 25 MHP speed limit. The following streets 
contain speed humps with 20 Mile Per Hour (MPH) warning speed: 

• Ash Avenue 
• Farmer Avenue 
• Wilson Street 
• Roosevelt Street 
• McKemy Street 
 

All pre-test 85th percentile speeds were within 6 MPH of the speed limit except for eastbound 13th 
Street which reported 38 MPH as the 85th percentile speeds, exceeding the posted speed limit by 13 
MPH. 
 
Pre-test speed data is presented on Exhibit 6, and included in Appendix B  
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TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY 

TESTING PHASE 24-HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUMES AND SPEED DATA ANALYSIS 
 
The testing phase traffic data collection was conducted after three weeks of installation of the 
temporary traffic mitigation measures.  From field observation and internal stakeholder input, traffic 
in the study area had adjusted to the new traffic patterns by the week of February 24, 2022, when 
traffic data was collected. 
 
During the testing phase the traveling public was required to adopt new traffic patterns. The street 
closures were observed to cause U-turns as drivers encountered the temporary street closures. This 
behavior would potentially decrease in the long term with local traffic learning the new street network. 
 
The diagonal diverters did not decrease traffic volumes at two of the three locations where they were 
placed. In addition, intersection operations changed to free-flow due to the removal of conflicting 
movements at the intersections even though stops signs were not covered or removed. In the 
permanent build condition of a diagonal diverter, stop signs would not be warranted and would be 
removed. 
 
24-HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUME DATA ANALYSIS 
 
The combined average daily traffic for Roosevelt Street, Wilson Street, Farmer Avenue, and Ash 
Avenue at University Drive and 13th Street before and after the deployment of temporary traffic control 
devices was compared.  The daily traffic at University Drive decreased by 40%, from 5,139 vehicles to 
3,054 vehicles in a 24-hour period. The daily traffic at 13th Street experienced a 10% increase in daily 
traffic with 3,267 vehicles pre-test and to 3,596 vehicles during the testing period. 
 
Hardy Drive between 12th Street and Howe Street experience a 17% increase in traffic with a bi-
directional daily traffic increasing from 8,045 vehicles pre-test to 9,446 vehicles during the testing 
phase.  
 
Testing phase traffic volume data are presented on Exhibit 7, and included in Appendix C. 
 
PEAK HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUME ANALYSIS 
 
Peak hour traffic volumes during the testing period are presented in Exhibit 8, and included in Appendix 
C. 
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TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY 

SPEED DATA ANALYSIS 
 
The 85th percentile speed data in the study area generally decreased with a combined average drop in 
speed of 5 MPH. The 85th percentile speed data collected during the testing phase presented travel 
speeds with an average speed of 21 mph across the 33 data collection points. Testing phase speed data 
is presented on Exhibit 9, and included in Appendix D. 

 

DATA FINDINGS 
 
Of the ten east-west streets where traffic data was collected, four presented increases in traffic while 
three presented decreases. The remaining three east-west streets presented either a negligible change 
in traffic volumes or a drop in one direction and an increase in the other. 
 
North-South streets showed a general reduction of traffic with the larger reduction occurring in the 
north at University Drive ingresses to the neighborhood. 
 
The temporary traffic mitigation measures generally dispersed traffic balancing some of the higher 
volume residential streets with minor increases on the surrounding street network. All streets 
observed acceptable levels of traffic volumes except for Farmer Avenue which continued to operate 
like a minor collector. The traffic mitigations measures required drivers to maneuver through more 
turns traveling through and in the neighborhood which is a potential reason for the drop in speeds. 
 
The changes in 24-hour in volume data between pre-test period and the testing period are presented 
on Exhibit 10. 
 
The changes in 85th percentile speeds between pre-test period and the testing period are presented 
on Exhibit 11. 
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89:

89:

89:

89:

Alley

89:

Star Diverter

Diagonal Diverter

Closure

Proposed

NTS

X§

§

G Bike Box

$

!#$

!#$

+

X§

X§

§

X
§ §X§§

X§

§

+

G

èéëìí
!#$

!#$!#$

+150

+101

-114

-72

+291

+6
6

+1
58

-4
61

-8
46-1
91

-2
82

+233

-1

-1
68

-4
38

+115

+13

-27

+2
2

+2
8

+6
61

+7
43

+2
8

-3
4

-1
87

-1
57

+139

-23

+14

+29

-3

+2

+5
3

+4
0

-2
8
4

-4
53

-37

-122

-3
46

-8
52 +4

1
+1

11

+7
7

+5
1

-293

+362

+1
31

-3
5

+5

+7 -3 -2
2

-1
06

-2
28

-2
4

-1
08

-97

-74

+1
0

+5
9

-5
1 -1
98

15



èéëìí èéëìí èéëìí èéëìí èéëìí

èéëìí

èéëìí

!# $
!# $

!# $
!#$

!#$

!#$ !#$
!#$

!#$
!#$

!#$!#$!#$

!#$

!#$

!#$

!#$

!#$
!#$

!#$

!#$

!#$
!#$

!#$

!#$
!#$

!#$

-/0
!#$

X§

§

X§

§

+

X§

§

X§

§

X§

§

X§

§

X§

§

X§

§

X§

§

X§

§

X§

§

X§

§

X§
§

X§

§

X§

§

èéëìí

X§

X§

§

X§

§

-/0

X§

§

X§
§

X§

§

X
§ §

!# $

!#$

!#$!#$

!#$

!#$

!#$

!#

!#$

!#$

!# $

University Dr

9th St

Laird St

Elna Rae St

10th St

Ha
rd

y 
D

r

M
cK

em
y 

St

M
itc

he
ll D

r

Ro
os

ev
el

t S
t

Ju
d

d
 S

t

1 inch = 150 ft

Existing

èéëìí Traffic

!#$ R1-1: Stop

-/0
!#$ R1-4: Stop (All Way)

Traffic Circle

X§

§

Speed Hump

+ Chicane

Median

o

Fa
rm

er
 A

ve

M
ap

le
 A

ve

M
ill

A
ve

W
ils

on
 S

t

University Dr

9th St

10th St

A
sh

 A
ve

11th St

Howe St

12th Pl

13th St

12th St

11th St
Gammage
Pkwy

Apache Blvd

13th St

12th St

!#$

!#$
!#$

!#$

§

+

+

+

+

+

èéëìí

-/0
!#$

89:

89:

89:

89:

Exhibit 11: Change Speed (MPH)

89:

89:

89:

89:

Alley

89:

Star Diverter

Diagonal Diverter

Closure

Proposed

NTS

X§

§

G Bike Box

$

!#$

!#$

+

X§

X§

§

X
§ §X§§

X§

§

+

G

èéëìí
!#$

!#$!#$

-1

0

+5

+4

+3

-3 +2

0 -3

-2 -2

-7

-4

-3 0

-4

+2

+1

-2 0

+1 -1
1

-1 -1

-4 -1

-4

-2

-2

-1

-1

+12

0

0 -3

-2 -2

-3 0 +2 -1

0 0

-2

-5

-1-2

0 0 0 0

0 -4

-2 -1

-3

-4

-1 -1

-2 0

-3

16



 
 

TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY 

Maple Avenue Closure at 10th Street 

 
 
The closure of Maple Avenue at 10th Street provided significant relief to Maple Avenue. Maple Avenue 
traffic volume south of 11th Street was reduced by 40% from 628 vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test to 401 
vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase. Northbound traffic volume was decreased by 
33% from 237 vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test to 131 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing 
phase. 

 
The alley west of Maple Avenue, between 10th Street and 11th Street showed a minor increase in 
volume. The alley to the east of Maple Avenue traffic volumes remained unchanged due to being a 
direct access to parking for businesses on Mill Avenue. 
 
The traffic volumes surrounding the closure of Maple Avenue at 10th Street suggest the traffic 
mitigation measure was effective at reducing through traffic while minimally affecting surrounding 
streets.  
 
The Maple Avenue closure at 10th Street did not provide a change in speeds to the surrounding alleys. 
Maple Avenue northbound between 11th Street and 12th Street saw a reduction of 4 MPH while the 
southbound direction remained unchanged. 
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TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY 

9th Street and Ash Avenue Diagonal Diverter 

 
 
The diagonal diverter at 9th Street and Ash Avenue provided a significant decreased in traffic volumes 
northbound and southbound between University Drive and 9th Street. Northbound Ash Avenue traffic 
between University Drive and 9th Street was reduced by 67% from 1,280 vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test 
to 429 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase. Southbound traffic was reduced by 36% 
from 952 vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test to 606 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase.  
 
Traffic increased by 18% from 716 vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test to 847 vehicles in a 24-hour period 
during the testing phase on northbound Ash Avenue between 9th Street and 10th Street south of the 
diagonal diverter which is attributed to the closure of Maple Avenue at 10th Street. Southbound Ash 
Avenue between 9th Street and 10th Street decreased by 6% from 562 vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test to 
527 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase. Generally, the north to east movement saw 
an increase while the west to south movement saw similar volumes which carried through to 10th 
Street. 
 
The alley between Ash Avenue and 9th Street saw significant increase in traffic as it became a clear cut-
through route for vehicles bypassing the diagonal diverter. North to west volume increased from 4 
vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test to 115 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase. East to south 
movement volume increased from 3 vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test to 44 vehicles in a 24-hour period 
during the testing phase 
 
Based on the data, the diagonal diverter at Ash Avenue and 9th Street did not prove effective in 
reducing traffic volumes presenting an increase in traffic on Ash Avenue and the alley between 9th 
Street and Ash Avenue. A potential alternative to the diagonal diverter could be a closure of Ash 
Avenue at the southside of 9th Street or 10th Street. Consideration of an alternative will need 
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coordination with Tempe departments providing solid waste and public safety and emergency services 
regarding access and rerouting.   
 
The diagonal diverter at 9th Street and Ash Avenue resulted in speed reductions in most directions 
ranging from 1 to 5 MPH. Northbound Ash Avenue north of 9th Street remained unchanged while 
eastbound 9th Street saw a reduction in speed of 5 MPH. 
 

Farmer Avenue Closure at 10th Street 

 
 
The closure of Farmer Avenue at 10th Street reduced northbound traffic volumes by 45%, from 1,056 
vehicles to 568 vehicles in a 24-hour period and southbound traffic volumes by 42%, from 887 vehicles 
to 731 vehicles in a 24-hour period between 13th Street and 12th Street. 
 
South of the closure between 10th street and 11th Street, northbound traffic volumes were reduced by 
42% from 1,053 vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test to 616 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing 
phase. Southbound volumes were reduced by 19% from 887 vehicles in a 24-hour pre-test to 720 
vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase. 
 
While northbound Farmer Avenue volumes remained constant from 13th Street to 10th Street, 
southbound volumes showed a reduction. The southbound reduction dissipated in a south-west 
direction potentially due to lack of viable routes northbound. 
 
Eastbound 10th Street north of the closure showed the largest increase in traffic volumes, going from 
138 vehicles in a 24-hour period to 371 vehicles. 
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The Farmer Avenue closure at 10th Street was effective in reducing traffic volumes on Farmer Avenue 
from University Drive to 13th Street while showing increasing volumes on the surrounding streets to an 
acceptable degree. 
 
The Farmer Avenue closure at 10th Street resulted in a reduction of 3 MPH in the 85th percentile speed 
in the southbound direction 85th percentile while the northbound direction speed remained 
unchanged. 
 

11th Street and Wilson Street Diagonal Diverter 

 
 
The diagonal diverter at 11th Street and Wilson Street resulted in an increase in traffic volumes on 11th 
street. The eastbound direction increased from 62 vehicles in a 24-hour period to 177, the westbound 
direction increased from 78 to 369. The large increase in westbound volumes can be attributed to the 
Farmer Avenue closure at 10th Street.  
 
The alley connecting 11th Street to Wilson Street experienced an increase in traffic volumes with north-
west going from 6 to 57 vehicles in a 24-hour period, and 2 to 79 vehicles in the east-south direction. 
This suggests that the alley became a cut-through route for drivers to bypass the diagonal diverter. 
 
Based on the data, the location and type of traffic mitigation measure at 10th Street and Wilson Street 
was not effective at reducing traffic volumes. In addition, the diagonal diverter increased cut-through 
traffic in the alley connecting 11th Street and Wilson Street. The function of the diagonal diverter 
appeared to have been affected by the adjacent closures on Farmer Avenue and Roosevelt Street. A 
potential alternative could be a closure or diagonal diverter on Wilson Street at Howe Street or 12th 
Street. 
 
The diagonal diverter at Wilson Street and 11th Street produced an increase of 3 MPH in the westbound 
direction while the eastbound direction speed remained unchanged. 
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Roosevelt Street Closure at 9th Street 

 
 
The Roosevelt Street closure at 9th Street resulted in a decrease in traffic volumes north of the closure 
while increasing traffic volumes on the adjacent streets.  
 
Roosevelt Street from University Drive to 9th Street saw a decrease in traffic volumes with northbound 
going from 384 pre-test to 102 vehicles in a 24-hour period; southbound volumes reduced from 372 
pre-test vehicles to 182 during the testing period. 
 
The adjacent northbound volumes on Mitchell Drive increased by 84%, rising from 187 pre-test 24-
hour vehicles to 345 vehicles during the testing period. Southbound traffic volumes on Mitchell Drive 
increased by 33% from 200 vehicles pre-test to 266 vehicles during the testing period. 
 
The closure of Roosevelt Street at 9th Streets was effective at reducing traffic volumes although it 
presented traffic volume increases on the surrounding streets.  
 
The Roosevelt Street closure at 9th Street resulted in a reduction of 2 MPH in the 85th percentile speed 
in both northbound and southbound directions north of the closure. Mitchell Drive between 9th Street 
and 10th Street experienced an increase of 2 MPH in the 85th percentile speed in the northbound 
direction while the southbound direction saw a reduction of 3 MPH. 
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12th Street and Roosevelt Street Star Diverter 

 
 
The east leg of the star diverter on 12th Street between Roosevelt Street and Wilson Street experienced 
an overall increase in traffic with westbound increasing from 68 vehicles pre-test to 82 vehicles during 
the testing phase. Eastbound traffic increased from 102 vehicles pre-test to 131 vehicles during the 
testing phase. 

The south leg of the star diverter on Roosevelt Street between 12th Street and 13th Street experienced 
an overall decrease in traffic volume with northbound decreasing from 344 vehicles pre-test to 187 
vehicles during the testing phase, and southbound decreasing from 352 vehicles pre-test to 165 
vehicles during the testing phase.  
 
The west leg of the star diverter on 12th Street between Roosevelt Street and Judd Street experienced 
an increase in westbound traffic with 94 vehicles pre-test to 233 vehicles during the testing phase, 
eastbound traffic decreased from 107 vehicles pre-test to 84 vehicles during the testing phase. 
 
The north leg of the star diverter on Roosevelt Street between 12th Street and Howe Street 
experienced an overall decrease in traffic with northbound decreasing from 343 vehicles pre-test to 
187 vehicles during the testing phase, and southbound decreasing from 371 vehicles pre-test to 320 
vehicles during the testing phase. 

Based on the data, the star diverter at 12th Street and Roosevelt Street did not provide a clear 
improvement in reducing traffic volumes. The star diverter appeared to cause confusion for drivers 
who were observed performing U-turns after making right turns at the diverter. It is important to note 
the star diverter was one of two traffic mitigation measures on Roosevelt Street and adjacent to the 
diagonal diverter at Howe Street and Judd Street, and at a location with an existing traffic circle. The 
effectiveness of the star diverter appeared to be neutral at the intersection of 12th Street with 
Roosevelt Street and to the surrounding streets. 

The star diverter at Roosevelt Street and 9th Street experienced speed reductions in most directions 
ranging from 1 to 4 MPH. Both westbound 12th Street, west of Roosevelt Street and southbound 
Roosevelt Street south of 12th Steet saw a reduction of 4 MPH. Northbound Roosevelt Street north of 
12th Street remained unchanged. 
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Mitchell Drive Closure at 10th Street 

 
 
The closure of Mitchell Drive at 10th Street increased the adjacent northbound volume on Judd Street 
by 27% with 101 vehicles pre-test to 129 vehicles in a 24-hour during the testing period. Southbound 
traffic volumes on Judd Street increased from 53 vehicles pre-test to 75 vehicles during the testing 
period, a 42% increase. 
 
The Mitchell Drive closure at 10th Street presented a reduction of 2 MPH on the southbound direction 
of Judd Street, while the northbound direction speed remained unchanged. 
 

Howe Street and Judd Street Diagonal Diverter 

 
 
The diagonal diverter at Howe Street and Judd Street presented a clear reduction in traffic volumes on 
the west and north leg of the intersection. The eastbound direction presented a decrease of 
approximately 48% with 167 pre-test traffic volumes to 87 testing phase traffic volumes in a 24-hour 
period. The westbound direction also presented a decrease in traffic volumes of 46% with a pre-test 
volume of 140 vehicles to 76 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase.  
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Judd Street between 12th Street and 13th Street presented a northbound decrease of 17% from 194 
pre-test traffic volumes to 161 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase.  Judd Street 
between 12th Street and 13th Street presented a southbound decrease of 17% from 164 pre-test traffic 
volumes to 137 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase. 
 
Based on the data, the diagonal diverter at Howe Street and Judd Street was effective at reducing 
traffic volumes at the intersection. 
 
The diagonal diverter at Howe Street and Judd Street provided a reduction of 1 MPH in the westbound 
direction while the eastbound direction was reduced by 3 MPH. The alley north of Howe Street 
between Roosevelt Street and Judd Street did not present any vehicles traveling westbound in the pre-
test period versus two vehicles during the testing period which recorded 2 vehicles during the testing 
period resulting 12 MPH increase which is unusable in the analysis. The speed in the eastbound 
direction of the alley north of Howe Street between Roosevelt Street and Judd Street remained 
unchanged. 
 

McKemy Street Closures at 9th Street 

 
The closure of McKemy Street at 9th Street presented a westbound increase in traffic volumes on 9th 
Street of 64 vehicles pre-test to 214 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase. The 
eastbound movement also presented at increase of 56 pre-test traffic volumes to 157 vehicles in a 24-
hour period during the testing phase. 
 
Laird Street experienced a reduction in eastbound traffic volumes with 142 vehicles pre-test to 70 
vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase. Westbound Laird Street experienced a reduction 
in traffic volumes of 194 vehicles pre-test to 81 vehicles in a 24-hour period during the testing phase. 
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The closure of McKemy Street at 9th presented an increase in traffic volumes north of the closure while 
presenting a decrease in traffic volumes. The effectiveness of the closure was found to be neutral in 
reducing traffic volumes. 

 
The McKemy Street closure at 9th Street provided a reduction of 1 MPH on westbound 9th Street while 
eastbound 9th Street remained unchanged. Laird Street between McKemy Street and Hardy Drive saw 
a 5 MPH increase in the westbound direction and a 4 MPH increase in the eastbound due to the closure 
of McKemy Street at 9th Street. 
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FEEDBACK AND INPUT 

Prior to the testing devices being installed, a meeting was held to provide information outlining what 
the neighborhood should expect to see on the streets and what the next steps would be at the 
conclusion of the testing. Postcards were mailed to all residents, property owners and businesses in 
the project area and signs were installed throughout the three neighborhoods advertising the meeting. 
The meeting was held using Zoom due to COVID. Twenty-four members of the public attended.  All 
materials including the signs encouraged people to either visit the project website or to call designated 
staff to provide input.  A follow up postcard was sent out with the same information updating the 
neighborhood and soliciting feedback three weeks later.  In early March 2022, a second update was 
mailed informing the neighborhood: 

 that data was collected and being analyzed,
 when the devices would be removed
 that a public meeting to share findings was scheduled for May/June 2022
 that neighbors would be asked to weigh in as to the options to determine what if any changes

would move forward.

Staff collected input as follows: 
 a call log was kept resulting in 94 calls logged
 a total of 7 calls were received by Tempe’s 311 office
 a file was kept of all emails received and are included in the Public Input Summary, Appendix

E.
 comments received via the website (353 comments received) were kept and are included in

the Public Input Summary, Appendix E,
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ALTERNATIVES 
 
The following alternatives are provided based on the analysis of the traffic data which was collected 
during the study period. It is important to note that before construction of alternatives 1 and 2, 
coordination will be required with city stakeholders, so city services are maintained at acceptable 
levels.  
 
Alternative 1, Hybrid Traffic Mitigation Plan 
 
The Hybrid Traffic Mitigation Plan is developed from the analysis of traffic data collected pre-test and 
during the testing period. Alternative 1 is intended to build on the original plan by maintaining traffic 
mitigation strategies which showed favorable results while providing solutions to locations where 
devices did not meet the intent of the original plan. The Neighborhood Traffic Mitigation met its goals 
of reducing cut-through traffic except for the diagonal diverters at 9th Street and Ash Avenue and 11th 
Street and Wilson Street which caused increased traffic on the adjacent alleys. The proposed changes 
are as follows: 
 

1. The diagonal diverter at 9th Street and Ash Avenue be converted to a closure on the southside 
of the 9th Street and Ash Avenue intersection. The existing traffic circle traffic turning 
movements will need to be evaluated with the closure and may require removal of the traffic 
circle. 

2. The diagonal diverter at 11th Street and Wilson Street be converted to a closure on the 
southside of the Wilson Street and Howe Street intersection. 

3. The star diverter at 12th Street and Roosevelt Street be eliminated. 
 
Alternative 1, Hybrid Traffic Mitigation Plan is presented in Exhibit 12. 
 
Alternative 2, Traffic Calming Plan 
 
Alternative 2, Traffic Calming Plan like Alternative 1 is developed by applying traffic calming devices 
from the Neighborhood Traffic Calming Guide to area concerns outlined in the analysis of the study 
traffic data results. In addition, Alternative 2 builds on the character area of the neighborhood reducing 
the length of pedestrian crossings at intersection and physically reducing lane widths while maintaining 
all existing traffic movements. The following traffic calming devices with examples are proposed in 
Alternative 2 and displayed on Exhibit 13: 
 

  

27







 
 

TRAFFIC MITIGATION PLAN STUDY 

1. Splitter islands at all existing traffic circles on all approaches.  
 

 
 

2. Intersection bulb-outs 
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3. Two Way Choker 

 
 

4. Medians 

 
 
Alternative 2, Traffic Calming Plan is presented in Exhibit 13. 
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Alternative 3, No Build 
 
 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The test of the Downtown Neighborhoods Transportation Safety Plan met its original goal of reducing 
potential cut-through traffic and overall speeds within the neighborhoods with three exceptions.  
 

• The diagonal diverter at 9th Street and Ash Avenue caused a significant increase in traffic 
volume on the adjacent alley and is not recommended for construction.  

 
• The diagonal diverter at 11th Street and Wilson Street caused a significant increase in traffic 

volume on the adjacent alley and is not recommended for construction. 
 

• The results of the star diverter at 12th Street and Roosevelt Street were inconclusive in relation 
to reduction of potential cut-through traffic; therefore, this traffic mitigation measure is not 
recommended for construction. 

 
Prior to construction, traffic mitigation measures should be coordinated with city stakeholders during 
design for input on alternatives that maintain city services at acceptable levels. 
 
Alternative 1, Hybrid Traffic Mitigation Plan provides recommended alternatives to the traffic 
mitigation devices and locations which were not recommended to move forward to construction. 
 
Alternative 2, Traffic Calming Plan is derived from the analysis of the pre-test and testing phase results. 
Traffic mitigation devices are proposed in areas of potential cut-through and speeding by reducing lane 
widths, increasing physical guidance of traffic movements around existing traffic mitigation devices, 
and providing enhanced pedestrian facilities. All existing traffic movements are maintained in 
Alternative 2. Locations of new traffic control devices are approximate and will need consider existing 
driveways in design and prior to installation. 
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I. Background
In 2019 the Maple Ash, Wilson Art and Garden, and Mitchell Park Neighborhood 
Associations were awarded a Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grant to collect and 
analyze data, seek neighborhood input, and propose potential solutions to cut 
through traffic and speeding. The neighborhoods hired a professional engineering 
consultant to conduct the analysis and develop potential strategies.  

Following many months of analysis and feedback, including public meetings and 
comments, the proposed plan was submitted to the city that includes improved 
lighting, pavement markings, road closures and diverters. A Capital Improvements 
Program (CIP) request was submitted based on this plan and was approved by the 
City Council as part of the 2021-22 budget process. 

The next phase of this project tested the proposed strategies using signage and 
temporary traffic control devices.  A virtual meeting was held on January 18, 2022 to 
inform the neighborhood of the upcoming testing. Twenty-four people attended the 
meeting. The testing was installed the first week of February and was in place until 
mid-March 2022.  Traffic counts in approximately 20 sites throughout the 
neighborhoods were collected in January prior to the tests period and during the 
testing.  

Since that time traffic engineering staff has analyzed the data, reviewed the public 
input, and developed three alternatives for the neighborhood’s consideration. A 
hybrid public meeting is being held June 29, 2022 at noon and 6 p.m. to present the 
findings and alternatives. 

II. Outreach

 Postcards were sent to keep the neighborhood, businesses, and property
owners updated regarding the CIP project and to invite them to meetings:

o 11/5/21 - update
o 1/4/22 – invite to January 18, 2022 meeting re beginning of testing
o 2/16/22 – update
o 3/9/22 – update
o 6/15/22 – invite to June 29, 2022 meetings

 Email notification to neighborhood and homeowners’ association contacts in
the project area inviting them to attend the meetings or to comment online
and share with their neighborhoods.

 In-person and virtual meetings were held with interested individuals and
groups to provide information and updates.

 Emails were sent to all individuals that commented online regarding the
testing inviting them to the June 29, 2022 meeting.

 Signage in the neighborhood was used to inform residents and businesses of
the meetings on January 18 and June 29, 2022.

 Recording of January 18, 2022 meeting posted on the project website. June
29 meeting will be added following the meeting.

 Door hangers were delivered to all residents and businesses in the project
area for the June 29, 2022 meeting

 Online comments were taken to receive input related to the testing from
January 18, 2022 through April 2022. 357 comments were entered online.

         Downtown Neighborhoods Transportation Safety Plan Public Input Summary: May 2022 

Appendix E
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 Staff kept a phone call log throughout the testing period.  93 phones calls 
were logged from February- April 2022. 

 Staff from the office of the Mayor and Council, Traffic Engineering, and 
Neighborhood Services responded to emails throughout the testing period. 

 
 
 

III. Summary of input received 
A total of 344 comments were received.  
 

Comments in support of plan: (63) 

1. Hi, I live in the Holdeman neighborhood and ride my bike through the area to get groceries 
and visit the downtown area for coffee/dining/entertainment. I'm very much in favor of the 
new road configurations and would love to see these changes become permanent, but have 
a couple comments on the current setup during the testing period related to bicycle traffic. 
First, the road closure on Farmer Ave is intended to allow bicycles to pass, however, having 
just rode by on my regular road bike (with two panniers on the sides), I found the traffic 
barricades too close together to pass comfortably and chose to go around. If someone were 
using a wider cargo bike (~3' wide), it'd be very difficult to pass. I recommend leaving a 
wider space between the barricades for bicycles to more easily pass, and potentially putting 
up a sign to show bicycles are encouraged to go through. This is an opportunity to motivate 
people to travel by bicycle through the area. Currently, it seems more off-putting to 
bicyclists if you don't know the intentions of this project. 
Second, the diagonal diverter on Ash and 9th St also makes it very difficult for bikes to pass 
through; there's only enough room for a bike to pass if you go all the way to the sidewalk 
curb on one side. Since this configuration is also supposed to allow bicycles to go through, 
I'd recommend removing the folding barriers and leave the large plastic barriers so bicycles 
can get through more easily. Again, some kind of a sign here for bicycles would be nice too. 
In short, I think it's crucial during this testing period to show both drivers and bicyclists that 
riding a bike through the area is an efficient way to get around, so we can get more cars off 
the road, especially in these neighborhoods. Making the temporary road modifications work 
better for bicycles is critical to achieve that, otherwise people may say everyone is worse 
off/no one benefits. 

2. I do like the idea of these traffic calming devices but I do have some feedback: 
I think Roosevelt St and Farmer Ave should be less obstructed because these streets have 
intersections with traffic lights and are the primary streets we use to enter and exit the 
neighborhood. 
The star diverter does not deter traffic well and has led to somewhat dangerous situations. I 
have seen cars enter the intersection from the left to make a left turn instead of turning 
right. I have also seen people make hard u-turns to proceed through the intersection. 
The diagonal diverter also causes somewhat dangerous situations for pedestrians. Because 
there is only one way for traffic to flow, some vehicles think the stop sign no longer applies 
and I have had close calls as a pedestrian and cyclist with these intersections. It should be 
made clear to still stop and look for pedestrians and cyclists, and a speed bump at these 
intersections would make them safer. 
Overall, I do like them and I do notice there is less vehicle traffic in the neighborhood, but it 
is frustrating not being able to use Roosevelt St to enter and exit the neighborhood. 

3. I live in the Clark Park neighborhood on Parkway Blvd between Roosevelt and Farmer. Like 
most of my neighbors, I was a bit shocked and annoyed when the traffic barriers went up. 
But I took the time to consider why it was so frustrating, and I realized I was using many of 
these smaller streets to access our neighborhood when it wasn't 100% necessary. Those 
smaller streets weren't designed to be through-streets and I understand why vehicular traffic 
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should be mitigated on those streets, and I have been sharing these views with my neighbors 
to help change as many minds as I can. 
 
There's only one part of the current plan I feel must be changed. Farmer Ave needs to be 
considered a through-street. I understand why the other smaller streets shouldn't be used 
for this purpose, but I continually find myself going far out of the way to get home whenever 
coming from downtown Tempe or the Whole Foods area. Using a combination of Hardy and 
13th, or Mill Ave and 13th, are great access points from west and east of our neighborhood, 
but when coming from the north, Farmer Ave is the only viable option. With it blocked off, I 
find myself going out of my way, creating more traffic and emissions than necessary. Farmer 
should be designed as a through street. The barriers should come down, lines should be 
painted, and other speed reduction techniques could be used. Those existing diagonal speed 
reducing planters don't seem to be very helpful or safe. If they could be replaced, I think 
there are ways to make it more of a through street, similar to Hardy. 
 
I am in favor of everything else that's been implemented so far, but please consider opening 
Farmer Ave. It's crucial for our neighborhood. 
 
One last comment, I'd highly recommend putting in roundabouts on 13th St at Roosevelt and 
Farmer Ave. For years I've watched people blow through those stop signs, and it is 
especially scary when I'm out on a bicycle with our toddler. Roundabouts seem like a perfect 
solution there, if possible. 
Thank you for all you do for Tempe! 

4. I think this is a great idea, as a cyclist and an active board member for the Tempe Bicycle 
action Group, these are the type of improvements we’ve been waiting for. Esp better lighting 
and re doing some of the paint/striping. We all know ash and uni is a disaster for any 
pedestrian, so it would be great if we could address some of the signage better.  
 
Also I personally am willing to be a cycling Guinea pig, if you will, to test these mitigation 
strategies, from what I’m reading the only true way to see if these would improve the city ( 
and comply with vision zero) would be to actively/physically try them.   

5. Great. I love strategies to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety. Keep going! 

6. I was commuting to downtown Tempe on my bike, as I typically do, and noticed the Tempe's 
traffic mitigation efforts in Maple Farmer Ash. I was pleasantly surprised to find closures that 
allow cyclists and pedestrians the right of way. This made me feel safer. I like to bike to 
downtown with my 8 year old, and feel that if changes like this are made permanent, I'll be 
more likely to frequent this area with him. 
 
I know that change is hard, and certainly the beginning of things like this can be met with 
frustration, as our daily patterns have to shift. I think that the longterm effects of projects 
like this will only enhance the liveability of Tempe, further connecting neighborhood to 
downtown. I'd love to know how to promote this in my neighborhood. 

7. I was visiting a friend in the Maple Ash Neighborhood and love the traffic mitigation that has 
been put in and would like information on how this can be implemented in my neighborhood 
(Cole Park) Speeding on Freemont is crazy since it is such a long stretch of road with very 
little in the way of actual speed control.  The Fire Department friendly speed humps are 
nearly the perfect size to be straddled by nearly ALL automobiles with ZERO effect on those 
speeding West to McClintock. 

8. I am a resident of Tempe and was commuting to downtown Tempe via bicycle today. While 
biking through the neighborhood, I noticed the traffic engineering recently implemented. 
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Being on bicycle, I felt safe and appreciate the process Tempe is looking to instill for keeping 
our neighborhoods and businesses aligned with Vision Zero 

9. Thank you to all of the dedicated community leaders and residents  throughout the greater 
Maple Ash neighborhoods who have volunteered for years to realize these traffic calming 
measures. I have lived on Farmer and then Wilson for 25 years and have seen the cut 
through traffic increase as the city has become more and more developed. It is our hope that 
these measures will finally communicate to drivers that don’t live here that our 
neighborhoods, our small streets, our yards, are not a thoroughfare. I implore the city council 
and leadership to continue to support our traffic mitigation efforts and make them a 
permanent safety characteristic in our beautiful community where everyone deserves to be 
and to feel safe. Thank you again to everyone who continues to work so hard to preserve our 
neighborhoods. 

10. I agree with the approach to try the traffic diversion and am glad to hear that signs will be 
added to university and broadway to notify drivers of the changes.   
As long as the City continues to make adjustments to fix problems that the traffic diversions 
have unintentionally created, I will continue to provide support.   I am a local that lives by 
Mitchell Park. 
 
One of the problems this program has created is there are a large number of cars that are 
now using the alley on the south side of Mitchell park.  Routinely cars are racing down the 
alley at high speed.  This alley is frequently used by pedestrians and the owners of the 
homes that border the alley.   
 
Please add either signage notifying cars that the alley is for city use only, OR block the alley 
from all traffic.  The current situation, which has been made much worse by the traffic 
diversions, presents a significant risk to the locals/community.  Your immediate attention to 
this is appreciated. 
 

11. It's wonderful to see how many neighbors this has brought together to discuss the 
overwhelming concerns around safety in our neighborhoods. The extreme non-compliance 
we're seeing with the city's signage and barriers at the expense of one's safety is alarming. 
Thanks to everyone for the efforts on this!  

12. I wanted to express my wholehearted support for the traffic mitigation devices in place. This 
has already been transformative of the neighborhood for me and my children. 
 
I live at Maple and 10th and I have owned my house for 12 years. Increasingly, our area has 
been plagued by speeding cars and distracted drivers. This caused great worry as I am the 
mother of three children, two of whom bike to school across Tempe every day. They would 
often tell harrowing tales of getting run off the road by angry speeding drivers or of near 
misses from drivers who were texting rather than paying attention. Directly in front of our 
house non-residents parked in front of our house (not a big deal and I never complained or 
called) and threw their beer bottles, vaping detritus, and trash in our garden. Perhaps most 
alarmingly, a few months ago we witnessed two young men doing high-speed donuts in 
their hot rods in front of the Rohr Chabad house at 6:30 pm on a Friday night. I 
wholeheartedly supported the traffic mitigation plan because of these problems, which 
increasingly made the neighborhood inhospitable to walkers, bikers, runners, and children.  
 
One thing that has surprised me is that I have witnessed road rage and utter lawlessness 
from people encountering them. These speeding drivers have shown no regard for the law 
and drive around the barriers, knock them down, and vandalize them. This anger-- over the 
small inconvenience of driving a little bit out of the way, and at the cost of peace and public 
safety-- is indicative that there is a serious problem and it is not the traffic barriers 
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themselves. Instead, this behavior shows exactly why these calming traffic barriers are 
needed. Already this has been diminishing as the days go on as people seem to be getting 
used to them and the barriers are having their intended affects on the speeds and reckless 
driving. 
 
Recalcitrant, lawless drivers not withstanding, the traffic has significantly decreased on our 
street. The street is peaceful, beautiful, and quiet. More walkers and bikers seem to be using 
the roads. Our kids set up a four-square court with chalk and played with the other 
neighborhood kids. People saw them playing and stopped to chat, including a little boy who 
just moved in down the street. He is shy and had not felt comfortable stopping by one of the 
backyards where our kids and the next door kids play-- but on the open street, things were 
different. He happily joined in the game for the rest of the afternoon and I expect there will 
be more spontaneous street hangs in the future.   
 
This has complicated my drive to my job in downtown Phoenix -- but I welcome this 
inconvenience because it means that the neighborhood is now not just a pathway for my 
commute, but something much more. I welcome the opportunity to use one of the arterial 
streets for my commute-- it is a small price to pay for more humane and safe 
neighborhoods. 

13. My name is xxxt and I am 13 years old. I live on 10th and Maple and am very appreciative of 
the traffic mitigation. I bike to  school across Tempe ever morning and afternoon with my 
sister. I frequently encounter people driving to fast and not looking where they are going. 
One of my friends even got hit biking to school. Ever since the traffic barriers went up the 
neighborhood has had less and less people like that, and overall just less cars. I also 
frequently play with the neighborhood kids. We usually have to play in our backyards, which 
are pretty small for a mini soccer match, or a game of kickball, but today with the new 
barriers in we all gathered and played in the street. We set up a game of four square with 
chalk and we played on the street with some of our neighbors. A new little boy who just 
moved in also came and joined in our games. This wouldn't have happened if we were in the 
backyard. Overall, the traffic barriers make my neighborhood a better place, they make it 
more peaceful, and an easier place to be a kid and have fun in.   

14. Dear City Council Members, 
I am writing to express my enthusiasm and support for the newly installed traffic mitigation 
measures in the Maple-Ash neighborhood. I cannot express strongly enough how much I 
support them because of the change they have already brought about.   
 
I’ve owned my home on Maple for more than a decade. From the day we moved here we 
had to be constantly vigilant about our kids playing in the front yard because of the endless 
stream of fast, impatient, distracted drivers that go zooming up and down Maple.  Maple was 
like an extension of Mill, but without those inconvenient stoplights.  It was the faster way to 
get from 13th to University.  Many even treated little traffic calming circles like they were 
features on a race-course— for zooming around, not slowing down.   
 
The situation has has been an enormous source of frustration and anxiety to us as parents. 
We insist that our children do as children should and ride their bikes around their own 
neighborhood.  (Two of our kids bike every day to and from Tempe Prep at Southern and 
Dorsey). And yet, we worry constantly about the dangerous driving that is common on the 
neighborhood roadways they ride on— not least, our own road.  So, it is hugely encouraging 
that the city has taken this step to fix this longstanding— and steadily worsening— problem 
in our neighborhood.   
This week has seen a total transformation.  The neighborhood is quiet, calm and dramatically 
safer.  It is also more communal.  My kids got out some chalk and set up a for square game in 
front of our house (see the attached picture).  In a short time, a number of other kids from 
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around the neighborhood, including kids who had not previously come out to play had 
wandered over and joined in.  Parents too found themselves hanging around and chatting.  
In short, it converted a neighborhood street that had been treated as arterial back into a 
neighborhood street, with wonderful effects on the neighborliness of the neighborhood 
itself.   
There have been some growing pains.  In the first few days the cut-through traffic continued 
coming, only to encounter the road closure at 10th and Maple.  For those racing through the 
neighborhood to shave seconds off of their drive, this led to some extreme explosions of 
anger and frustration.  People have repeatedly gone to the trouble of destroying the barriers 
rather than drive the short additional distance around the block. One person removed the 
sandbags and hurled two of the tall “road closed” barriers into a heap at 4 in the afternoon 
on Thursday. In broad daylight! These are the drivers who regularly cut through this 
neighborhood.  The shows of lawless disrespect are indicative of how this street has been 
used for the more than a decade since we arrived.   
I want to specifically applaud the perseverance and ingenuity of the city workers who have 
responded to this vandalism by creatively reinforcing the barricades. They were out again 
today installing water-barriers to weigh down closure gates (for which I was very happy to 
lend my hose and water.)  
I suspect that you have received a certain amount of vitriol from people whose driving 
routines have been (trivially) disrupted by these changes.  There were bound to be some 
growing pains.  But I hope you will take those expressions of anger themselves as an 
indicator that these measures are necessary— indeed urgent. That these closures can elicit 
the rage that they have makes plain as the light of day how our neighborhood roadways 
were being abused, and how badly something needed to be done.   
Things have already begun to settle down as people learn to navigate the closures. It seems 
clear to me already that when the dust settles, this will hugely improve the livability of this 
neighborhood, and will nudge it in the necessary direction of treating this city not as an 
automobile town, but as a place where people walk, bike, scoot, and ride public transit, in 
addition to relying on cars.   

15. Thank you so much for the hard work and putting everything in place. 
I have lived here 32 years on Ash Ave. The quiet now is amazing. No zoom zoom zoom down 
Ash to cut thru the neighborhood and avoid the traffic lights on Mill and University.  

16. I'm appalled at how some people are reacting to this.  We have felt safer walking the 
neighborhood.  The loud racing cars has stopped.  We will actually ride out bikes now.  
Please keep up the persistence.  Maybe put some police officers around to stop those driving 
conditions n sidewalks, etc.  I'm all for slowing the traffic that has become a danger in our 
neighborhood. 

17. Although the barriers now in place cause us to change our usual driving patterns as we leave 
home or come back into the neighborhood, we support the testing. We hope it will 
eventually lead to less cut through traffic on our street - we live on Ash between 11th and 
12th.  
 
We've noticed that some of the barriers have already been moved or damaged by frustrated 
drivers. If they don't live in the neighborhood, they're just in a hurry and don't care about the 
quality of life here. We have no sympathy for people who damage or skirt around the 
barriers, and the police should prosecute them.   

18. I noticed a huge difference in one day. I hope the mitigation becomes permanent. It makes 
walking in the neighborhood safer and more pleasant.  

19. Hello - I am a long-term Maple Ash resident (owner-occupy a home) and fully support all of 
the traffic mitigation efforts underway.  As a homeowner I have watched the increase in 
vehicle traffic - especially vehicles that cut-through which appear to be trying to avoid Mill 
and University.  I have no issues with altering my traffic patterns due to the road closures 
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and other barriers.  My observations are most of the traffic being "inconvenienced" is cut-
through traffic.  The majority of us who live her recognize where the controls are and have 
altered our driving to accommodate.   

20. While the barricades are/were an initial annoyance, overall I see it as a very good thing. I like 
that our kids, pets, pedestrians, and cyclists are safer.  
 
My BIG complaint is the traffic coming out of the Chick-fil-A parking lot/drive-thru onto 
Maple. I live on Maple and I've always avoided turning onto Maple from University because 
the traffic from Chick-fil-A is always so horrendous. Now that the barricades are in place, my 
only option is to either wait to turn onto Mill from University, then onto 10th from Mill, which 
could easily take an extra few minutes (at least), or get stuck in the Chick-fil-A traffic, which 
is sometimes all the way and out onto/down University and could also easily take a few 
extra minutes. So, in that regards, the barricades have actually caused a huge inconvenience 
to living in this neighborhood. If there was some easier way to get onto Maple from 
University, I would be much happier. Or some way to address the overflow from the Chick-
fil-A drive thru would also be an option. 
 
I've always turned on either Farmer or Ash to get to my house on Maple and I no longer have 
access to that route. So on heavy traffic days, I get pinned inside traffic just two blocks from 
my house and it can be infuriating. 

21. I love the traffic calming devices. People don’t realize this makes walking, skateboarding, and 
biking safer. It’ll take them a week to navigate home… and then they’ll be happy people don’t 
fly through here and put us all at risk.Thank you for your efforts. I’m sure people complain, 
but that’s because everyone hates change.  Gratefully, 

22. I kind of like it. Slows down the speeding drivers.The barriers are ugly but I get they are 
temporary. I don't live there, but I often bike in the area. 

23. I Live in Gilliland and I like seeing measures to cut down on cut-thru traffic. I ride my bike a 
lot and have stopped riding on Farmer because of the speeds. Have any counting loops been 
installed to compare the differences? I hope to see speeds reduced and maybe a little 
enforcement. I see a lot of comments of cut thru drivers trying to get to Whole Foods and 
Casey's, there are alternatives but they don't them to like them. I like this it seems a lot safer.  

24. I live at xxxx S. Maple Ave.  My husband and I have owned and lived at this property since 
1990.  I am extremely happy with the traffic mitigation strategies that are being tested.  
There appears to be much less cut through traffic on Maple Ave. since these mitigation 
devices were installed.  I feel that I now can walk and bike through my neighborhood without 
cars zipping past.  I believe our pets are much safer from speeding cars.  Although the 
neighborhood children do not typically play in the street, the reduction of traffic and the 
slower speed of traffic makes our neighborhood overall a safer place to be. I have been very 
disappointed to observe people trying to move the barriers that have been placed, as well as 
driving on the sidewalk or even through people's yards to avoid the barriers.  This behavior is 
indicative of the disregard that many people have for the neighborhoods, and reinforces the 
need for these drivers to find other routes to get to their destination.  I'm so excited to see 
these changes in our neighborhood streets and am totally supportive of making these 
changes permanent. 

25. My name is xx.  I've lived at xxxx S Maple Ave as an owner for 32 years, participating heavily 
in neighborhood activities for all those years.  I support the recent mitigation efforts.  I 
bicycle throughout the neighborhood, and I've recently seen what seems to be reduced 
through-traffic, although there is some evidence of frustrated motorists taking it out on our 
roundabouts and on the barriers put up to redirect traffic.  I'm comfortable with having to 
find a new route home - I can no longer drop right down Maple Ave., so go to 13th, instead.  
No big deal.  Biking comfort has improved within the area, and it seems quieter, but 13th is 
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still quite noisy as folks coming from Mill tend to step on it when they turn the corner.  
Thanks for taking this on. 

26. As a cyclist who commutes to and from ASU via this neighborhood every day, I am so 
appreciative of the steps being taken to calm traffic and reduce potential risks to cyclists and 
pedestrians. I have noticed a much safer commute in recent weeks. I am not sure, however, 
how cyclists should be navigating road closures such as the one at 10th St and Farmer. I wish 
there was signage to instruct cyclists about whether they are allowed to pass through on the 
sidewalk or not. I know that in Tempe cyclists may use the sidewalk depending on speed 
limits and availability of bike lanes, but I cannot identify any speed limit signs in the area to 
determine if I am okay to use the sidewalk (when there are not pedestrians) or whether I am 
required to dismount and walk my bike through.  

27. Hi gang. While I don't live within the traffic calming neighborhood I do bike through it from 
the Holdeman neighborhood when trying to get to CVS, Whole Foods, Chick-fil-A and other 
locations downtown. I just went through this afternoon to get to the BoA on Mill Avenue. I've 
found the diverters and closure simple and easy to negotiate by bike and appreciate all of 
the efforts to bring back a quieter safer community. 

28. I have lived in Maple Ash for the past 10 years and am amazed at the transformation these 
traffic mitigation efforts have made. Specifically, the closure on Maple and 10 has drastically 
reduced the number of cars cutting down Maple. I live at 1106 S. Maple, and this reduction is 
visibly and audibly noticeable. I fee safer walking my dogs, I’ve noticed more children 
playing outside and riding bikes (there was even a hopscotch drawn at the closure on Maple 
and 10) and my conversations with other owners and long-time renters have all included 
only positive things to say about the mitigation plan. The neighborhood is noticeably quieter 
and feels more like a neighborhood. Please do consider making these efforts permanent in 
the future. The transformation in the neighborhood has been both profound and wonderful. 

29. I’ve lived in Maple for about 10 years now and we’ve always hated the amount of traffic, 
speed and noise from the cut through traffic. These mitigation efforts have already greatly 
reduced that and have made Maple/Ash feel so much more like the neighborhood that it’s 
supposed to be. Thank you so much.  

30. I strongly support the traffic calming and mitigation program. If anything I wish it went 
further. The neighborhood very much benefits by making the area more bike-, walk- and 
child-friendly. There are plenty of accessible main roads nearby that people in cars can use 
so that the program will not hinder free movement.  

31. I’ve lived in the neighborhood and Tempe for most of my life. I started kindergarten in 1968 
at Mitchell Elementary, moved onto to Kyrene Jr. High and graduated from Corona  del Sol in 
1981 (go, Aztecs!).  Both of my grandfathers served on the city council and owned (as did my 
father) successful Tempe businesses. 
I’ve seen the changes of our landlocked town and have observed and have been directly 
affected by the growing pains that come with development and growth.My partner and I 
own four homes (we live in one of them) on Farmer Avenue and have endured the traffic 
woes that have accompanied the rapid development and growth of Tempe.   
The unchecked traffic that we dealt with in our neighborhood for years had made it unsafe 
for our grandkids to play in our front yard, ride bikes or hopscotch on the sidewalk.  My 
elderly in-laws had multiple close calls with distracted speeding and distracted motorists as 
they walked (and rolled) through the neighborhood. 
We are directly affected by the closure on Farmer, north of 10th Street, as it was our main 
course in and out of the neighborhood.  After the testing began, and the barricade’s 
reinforced, we have witnessed a sharp decline in traffic in the neighborhood.  Of course, 
there are those that are against the changes due to minor modifications in their personal 
routines. We have witnessed  a disturbing number of angry and frustrated drivers (tearing 
down barricades, driving through yards and over sidewalks, yelling obscenities, etc).  Change 
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is often difficult; however, to buckle to the pressure of the naysayers, many who our against 
any and all change the does directly help them, would, in my opinion, be a very shortsighted 
and dangerous mistake.  It will take time for Google Maps, Waze, etc., to catch-up to the 
changes but they will. 
The development in Tempe is not going to stop anytime soon and our neighborhoods need 
to be protected from the traffic that comes with that change.  If small adjustments need to 
be implemented to the proposed plan, fine.  I implore you not to dismantle the plan that is 
clearly doing what it was proposed to do after extensive public out reach. 
Keep up your good work. I believe the city staff and council are doing a wonderful job in 
helping to improve the safety and quality of life for our neighborhood. 
Sincerely, 
 

32. I walk/bike through this neighborhood 2x everyday to get to school/work and love the fact 
that I never encounter moving cars. Please keep these measure so more poeople are familiar 
with slow streets! A lot of my friends don't know why there are barriers but it doesn't bother 
them. Keep it up! There's lots of support and no opposition :)  

33. I am pleased with the traffic mitigation strategies in our neighborhood. Changes to traffic 
can be tricky, but it is well worth it to have a safer environment for pedestrians. Having 
young children, it is important to me that the roads in our neighborhood are safe for 
everyone. 

34. I live at 10th and Farmer. So far, I have subjectively experienced a major difference in the 
traffic levels on Farmer with the installment of the barrier just north of 10th; there is far less 
cut-through traffic and speeding in the area, which personally makes me feel much safer 
walking and bicycling in our neighborhood. Navigating the neighborhood by car was a little 
different at first, but definitely manageable - I have no complaints needing to learn a slightly 
new route home via car.  

35. After getting used to the road closures (I was very surprised/frustrated by them initially, but 
more about that below) I'd like to express my full support for making them permanent in the 
neighborhood. I am a 10+ year resident of the neighborhood and hope to stay for many 
years more. I live south of the barricade on 10th and Farmer and my neighborhood feels 
calm again! I didn't realize how much traffic had increased on Farmer over the past several 
years until suddenly it was gone. It is so quiet now, especially at night. Hanging out in my 
front yard is pleasant again. Walking around feels safe (traffic wise) again. I will admit, I am 
still getting used to having to enter the neighborhood in a new way, and wonder if there are 
ways to allow some form of access to the neighborhood from University, but I would rather 
things stay as they are than go back to the "normal" way. In short: I <3 the barricades. 
Now, regarding the notifications that residents received about the arrival of the barricades: I 
would describe it as abysmal. Whoever was hired to do the PR/notifications for this failed 
miserably. Those tiny little signs with cute pastel bars were/are the opposite of attention 
grabbing. Unless you walked past them 25 times, you would have barely noticed them or 
had any motivation to read them. The mailers that looked basically the same, also incredibly 
ignorable. Next time, please take a page from the campaign sign/mailer designers and make 
something that people can't help but pay attention to. A sign that says "Traffic changes 
coming soon!" in HUGE letters. A mailer that tells me what I need to know in the 10 seconds 
it takes me to take it out of my mailbox and put it into the trash.  This campaign and 
notifications really needed to cater to the lowest common denominator, aka the resident 
who doesn't give a sh*t and doesn't pay attention to anything. I think a lot of resident anger 
over the project could have been avoided if we were all properly informed. 

36. Thanks for taking action to control speed and volume in the neighborhood. Very much 
needed. Please consider looking at traffic on 12th place and Judd. Being just adjacent to 13th 
we have a lot of high speed cut through traffic that may not be remedied by current plan.  
Would support closing off one end of the street to car traffic. Perhaps to 13th at McKemy.  
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37. The barriers are doing a great job reducing traffic! The neighborhood seems to be safer. 
Thank you! 

38. I live at the very north end of maple, two doors south of chick-fil-a. In general I like the traffic 
mitigation testing, I’m happy for less traffic and I feel safer on my bike deeper inside the 
neighborhood. However, we still get loads of traffic on our corner since we’re at the tip of 
the neighborhood and not behind any of the calming measures. Lots of chick-fil-a traffic, lots 
of construction workers coming and going and parking, lots of mill avenue goers parking on 
our corner. I almost wish there was another device of some kind just south of the businesses 
at the end of maple, like between chick-fil-a and the first house, so people could still access 
the businesses but not easily come in to our corner or cut through. 
Side note, its wild how people behave about the testing road blocks. I’ve seen absolute rage, 
people getting out of their cars and moving entire blocks, scraping the sides of their car 
driving through, literally driving over corners and through yards. Humans become entirely 
different animals when behind the wheel of a car, almost like how people behave when 
they’re anonymous online. Trolls. 

39. Hello- 
Having lived in the downtown Tempe area for well over thirty years, I have seen much 
change. Thirty years ago,  I enthusiastically purchased a house as close to downtown as 
could be afforded.  I'm on Farmer Avenue.  I know planners at the city would always think of 
Farmer as a collector street.  It was then, one  of the  only streets in all three neighborhoods  
a driver could travel from University Drive south to Thirteenth Street with out a stop sign.  I 
felt often as this street was the 'ugly step child", and often ignored by the city.  It did not 
have as high of an owner occupied home percentage as much of the rest of the 
neighborhoods.  So, it did not have anyone to really give it much support or time.  But, in the 
past decades a lot has been done to slow traffic and also improve the street.  Speed humps, 
chicanes, art, and trees were all put in place to help mitigate traffic.   
 
All of these ideas help and have made the streets better and safer.  Thanks to the neighbors 
and the city staff that made all of these changes possible.  
 
I quietly ponder at times whether I  personally like Tempe better now or if it was better back 
then. One thing is certain though, and that is change.  Tempe is geographically located in the 
center of the Valley of the Sun.  Population growth has not slowed since the late 1950's.  
Today, downtown is booming with development. There are more automobiles than ever 
trying to find the easiest way from point A to point B.  It will only get busier on our 
neighborhood streets in the future.   
 
I love the desert southwest and I still love Tempe.  I would like to think that this is where i 
want to continue to live.  This city has done great work with implementing street car, light 
rail, multiiuse paths and on street traffic lanes for bikes.  So, it is very possible that live, work 
and play will be my future here!  I am happy to say that Tempe is a progressive community. 
 
When the city implemented the traffic mitigation plan with baricades it really put a wrench in 
the workings of how the traffic rolls around these neighborhoods.  I have been personally 
inconvenienced by these changes just like others.  Living in the middle of the three 
neighborhoods is most likely even a bit more difficult to get where you want to go than it 
may be if a person lives on the outer edges. It was confusing the first few days.  But,  it is 
completely doable and I understand some of why it was done the way it was.  I know exactly 
how to enter and exit my neighborhood like a person that lives here!  Gone are the days of 
the thousands of Lift, Uber, commuters and lost drivers looking for the easiest and fastest 
way get to where they want to be. I know this is temporary and only a testing period. But, I 
love it and very much hope for more change!  
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I sit on my porch or go for a walk, ride and even drive through the area and it feels very 
different to what it was before.  It feels much  calmer and safer.  It's exciting that the north to 
south multiuse path will one day go right down Farmer Ave. from University to 13th Street.  
 
Thinking about how to make an impression on those that matter at the city is important to 
me.  Personally I want to let you know how much better the quality of life is in the 
neighborhoods currently with these mitigations in place.  
 
I read comments online from people who are upset about what's going on with these new 
changes.  It  is important to remember that we didn't take one of their limbs, their cars, or 
even tell them they can never dive again.  There a multiple roads still to choose from when 
getting on with the day.  
 
It is just change. Many of the comments are ridiculous.  Those familiar to me have a counter 
narrative to everyone and everything at every turn.  It seems to me that had the street 
closures been put in place by their group or "penis man" ,a notorious graffiti artist, would 
have barricaded and done some graffiti, they would be entirely for this change. But, it wasn't 
they who did the changes, it was "the city! the Man!".  I believe that in the past they were all 
about bike safety and in creasing traffic in the neighborhoods.  As mentioned before they 
seemed to have changed their stance this time around.  
 
Recently, I've seen young people out taking over Farmer with music, skateboarding, football 
and just hanging out on the street.  These things are way more inspiring  to see than 
thousands of cars driving through the hood without a care in the world for what is possible 
in the future.  
Thanks for listening,  
 

40. I love this design. I first moved into my house on Howe in 1958. It keeps speeders of my road 
and traffic has declined. It took me a while to get the pattern and purpose but now I don’t 
care if I have to go out of neighborhood to get somewhere and not cut thru 

41. It is working well. I feel our streets are safer now. 

42. I really like the new traffic flow pattern.  It was a little difficult to get used to, but now that I 
know the routes, there is no burden whatsoever.  Most importantly, the neighborhood is 
much quieter and feels safer.  Thank you!  Please implement! 

43. I have lived in this neighborhood for over 10 years now (on Farmer Ave.) and find this testing 
to be a huge inconvenience in simply trying to return home or leave my neighborhood. 
When trying to do so, it forces me to turn onto Mill and University, one of the busiest 
intersections in Tempe. We who live here are more negatively than positively affected by 
these changes, and with the pre-existing traffic impediments we already have in place, it 
seems entirely unnecessary. I hope you will get things back to normal for us soon, and 
decide against permanently disrupting our local routes.  

44. I have already commented once before, but I am a homeowner in Maple Ash and have been 
living in the neighborhood for the past 8 years. I just want to write again in support of these 
closures. The neighborhood is so much calmer and feels more like a neighborhood rather 
than a major thoroughfare. I hope the closures will become permanent! 

45. I'm a regular visitor of the neighbourhood. I typically stay about a month per year on S 
Farmer Ave. Now that the through traffic is blocked, it's become a lot quieter than in 
previous years. I encourage the neighbourhood and the city of Tempe to think about a 
permanent solution to reduce the amount of traffic.  
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46. I like the program. I know it’s frustrating at first., but we enjoy the diversions  
- Judd St 

47. I like this plan. Also, speed humps are helpful.  We have been requesting for 3 years - 2 
humps or at least 1 btwn 12th St and 13th on Judd St. there are 11 children that play in this 
area and cars are using it as a bypass from Roosevelt.  Please put 1 dang speed hump on that 
portion. Please!!! 

48. We live on Ash Ave near the 12th St intersection. We think we've seen an increase in traffic 
on Ash since the mitigation period began. Drivers seem to use Ash and the stoplights at 10th 
and 9th streets to bypass sections of Mill Ave. 
 
Overall, we support the safety plan idea, but think we need to address the traffic on Ash that 
doesn't seem to be lessened - or may even be increased - by the current interventions.  

49. Love it. The neighborhood is so quiet and safe. No cars going 50 mph with their engine 
throttled up. Thank you.  

50. I love living on a cul-de-sac ! Please keep the barrier at Roosevelt and 9th. The alternative is 
1200 cars going 40-60 mph cut thru to Broadway from University, which is unsafe. I think 
some of the barriers can be removed in middle Wilson arts area. On 10th and Farmer , the 
barrier would be better placed in front of Eric’s house , so we can all use 10th street.  I feel 
safer walking in my neighborhood , now that the cut thru traffic cars have been eliminated.  

51. I think it’s a good idea but some more thought needs to be put into how the barricades  are 
placed. Worried about emergency situations. 

52. We are so happy with the traffic mitigation strategies being taken in our neighborhood 
(maple Ave). with two young kids, it’s so nice to Not have cars flying by. We feel much more 
safe and it’s so much calmer. We definitely want this to be permanent!!  

53. Thanks for the traffic calming and testing process. We appreciate having these barricades 
that slow traffic and only slightly increase inconvenience. We can adjust to minor 
inconveniences to increase traffic safety.  

54. I have found there to be less traffic and what seems like lower speeds of cars traveling past 
my house since the introduction of the traffic mitigation. While it was frustrating to navigate 
in the beginning, over time I’ve gotten used to it and appreciate the outcomes. I waited to 
submit my thoughts to ensure it wasn’t a knee jerk reaction, and am glad I gave it a chance. I 
support traffic mitigation in MAFW.  

55. I reside on 12th St., between Farmer Ave. and Wilson St. I am writing to let the city know that 
my family has benefited from the traffic mitigation structures that are being tested in the 
MAFW neighborhoods. I use our neighborhood streets and sidewalks daily; I walk to work at 
ASU, push my baby in a stroller on our way to the park or to Whole Foods, and take an 
evening walk with our dog. The amount of unsafe traffic (i.e. cars traveling too fast or driving 
on the curb at the roundabouts) that I encounter during these outings has significantly 
decreased since the mitigation structures have been installed. Although I do have to go 
slightly out of my way to drive north through the neighborhood (previously I could simply 
drive up Farmer), I am happy to make this change in exchange for a safer and more pleasant 
pedestrian experience.  

56. I want to reiterate my support for the traffic calming measures in Maple-Ash. I live on Maple 
and 10th and the traffic barrier has slowed traffic and reduced traffic down Maple 
significantly, making it a  much more pleasant street to live, walk, scoot, play, and bike. My 
two daughters bike to school down Maple and the route is much more safe. 
 
I am lamenting that the testing period is coming to a close because I fear that Maple will 
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once again become a free-way like street because people will avoid driving on Mill with the 
street-car. The purpose of the street car is to get people to walk, bike, and use wonderful 
public transpiration to get around the city. This helps Tempe meet its climate-change goals 
and helps provide a livable, humane city for its residents. Providing thru-ways down Maple, 
Farmer, and other local streets will stymie these long-term goals of the City. 
I continue to observe non-locals zooming down the street only to find it closed and then 
backing up, circling around, or yelling in an unsafe manner and in utter rage. In the middle of 
one night someone even smashed through the entire barrier-- everyone thought there had 
been an explosion. These un-civil and un-safe actions continue to alarm me but they are less 
frequent and I hope will continue to diminish. 
 
The quieter streets mean more neighbors stop to talk, catch up, and socialize. The children 
are out front playing more frequently. The birds and bees are thriving in the quiet. It is 
wonderful and as a long-time, home-owning resident of Maple-Ash I wholeheartedly support 
there permanence. 

57. My family and I live at xxx W Howe St, and I have used Roosevelt for transportation daily for 
over 15 years. We own and drive two cars, a full size van, and a motorcycle. The whole family 
rides bicycles for transportation and recreation, and we walk around the neighborhood every 
day. 
 
The DNTSP testing period has been a huge improvement to our neighborhood when it 
comes to traffic volume, speed, and safety for our kids, pets, and seniors.  
 
Our kids, pets, and seniors are the ones that are at highest risk from the number and speed 
of cars, and they are the ones that are forced to take that risk 24 hours a day. We must build 
our residential streets for them first. This is primarily a matter of physics and safety, not of 
public opinion. 
 
The whole point is to make drivers take a few extra seconds, and a little more planning and 
care, when we have to drive a car through the neighborhood. People who are complaining 
that they can no longer drive fast, or directly, through the neighborhood, are providing data 
that supports the project and its goals. 
 
Without effective traffic calming measures, it is always faster for drivers to cut through 
residential streets, than to wait in traffic on the arterial streets. We need immediate solutions 
to make sure that it takes at least an *equal* amount of time to drive around our 
neighborhood as it does to cut through.  
 
There should be no "traffic" on residential streets, only our neighbors, family, and friends 
getting to and from their homes, parks, and local businesses. Just because we have quiet 
open streets, doesn't mean we want apps like Google Maps to fill them with cars.  
 
And as Mill Ave continues to change in the coming years, cut through traffic is going to 
greatly increase. I applaud the neighborhood and the city's efforts to get ahead of this 
existing problem, and to anticipate the problems that are coming. Especially because these 
types of projects always take years to implement. 
 
Whatever form the DNTSP infrastructure takes, we need to make sure it benefits those most 
at risk first. I think this testing has been a positive demonstration of what is possible, and a 
necessary step in that process. Please continue to actively work on this difficult issue, and 
continue to improve and implement solutions that get ahead of these problems, before they 
get even worse. 
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58. I live in the Maple Ash neighborhood in Tempe. I do not own a car; I only bike, walk, or use 
public transportation. The last weeks, during which traffic mitigation barricades were in 
place, have restored a sense of safety I had long lost. I saw them removed with anxiety, 
panic even, at the thought of the heavy, rapid traffic often careless for vulnerable users like 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and wheelchair users. I urge the city to put them back in place in a 
permanent way. I would also like to ask the city to take action to prevent people from 
parking on the sidewalks. A few of our neighbors use wheelchairs. A car parked on the 
sidewalk is a true danger for these users.  
 
I am also urging the city to take similar actions to reduce speed on Mill Avenue, University, 
Apache, and Broadway. Crossing those streets by foot is often at the risk of one's life, as 
many drivers turn without any thought for pedestrians, often texting as they drive. I am also 
begging the city to improve pedestrians' and bicyclists' safety at the intersection of Ash and 
University, and the entrance of Whole Food in particular. Three times now a car has barely 
hit me on Ash in front of the WF's garage as I was walking on the sidewalk.  
I choose not to own a car to make my city more liveable and do my part in reducing global 
warming. I and people who make a similar choice should not be endangered for our 
responsible choice.    

59. Very appreciative of the testing being done and research into helping our neighborhood to 
remain safe, peaceful, and unique. Though the barricades and redirection does take some 
adjustments in familiar routes that I’m sure most people have become accustomed to, 
overall I am very grateful for the decrease in unnecessary traffic, noise pollution, and slower 
speeds that this plan can provide. Very much in favor of this project and also interested in 
how this can help slow traffic speeds down on Ash around 13th and 12th as people do often 
speed down this area even with the speed hump that is currently there.  
Again, very hopeful and grateful for this project, the goals, and the time and funds spent to 
make this happen 

60. Many of us in the neighborhood were disappointed to see the traffic mitigation test devices 
dismantled. While they were in place, we had the experience of how much calmer, slower 
and more modulated the amount and speed of traffic became. We loved it. 
We do understand that there may need to be some device adjustments here and there. We 
hope Tempe staff and elected officials can see through the impatient, non-resident drivers' 
complaints about street closures and diversions. Other neighborhoods have achieved this 
goal.  Lots of people both in and out of these neighborhoods have agreed that the 
inconvenience of traffic adjustments are a reasonable ask made to improve unsafe 
conditions on residential streets.  Given time more residents will come to appreciate the 
improved public safety and serenity in the neighborhoods. 

61. I live in the neighborhood and, from an observational standpoint, support the mitigation 
barriers. The only barricade type that I think needs to be changed is the "partial closures" 
that were at Wilson and 11th and one other intersection. Drivers speed up and drive 
recklessly around the curve. These should just be closures.  
 
I need to see the data before making a final decision on the project. I'd also like more 
information on what the "voting" period (quotations used in city info flyer) will look like and 
how it will work. 
 
Lastly, I'm aware and have participated in or attended all public mitigation meetings so far. 
However, there are several smaller, private, exclusive meetings. This behavior is what makes 
people distrustful of supposed transparent and public processes and gives ammo to already 
suspicious and resistant neighbors, such as MAFWA members. 

62. Generally I am supportive of the calming measures. The barricades appeared to have a 
positive affect on street traffic calming throughout the neighborhood. I did however notice a 
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marked increase in alley driving, and on a few occasions witnessed multiple cars in alleys at 
once. 
I assume the City undertook data collection in the alleys as well as the streets during this 
process. 
I will attend the community meeting to hear the data and cast a "vote" based upon that. 
The quotation marks around voting on the flyer seems a bit odd... 
could be interpreted as the implementation being a foregone conclusion,  
and "voting" being limited to more specific implementation details. Given that there is a lot 
of mistrust around the motivations for this project, I would suggest being more affirmative. 
What is being voted for and how does the vote count towards decision making? 

63. I’m a homeowner on Maple and wanted to emphasize how much traffic and speeding has 
picked up since the barricades were taken down. I see cars that have to be going 30mph+ 
fairly consistently. The neighborhood has become a major traffic thoroughfare again and this 
is beyond unfortunate; it is so unsafe. I truly hope the mitigation efforts become permanent. 
Their absence now has truly emphasized their need.  

 

Comment that are not supportive: (260) 

64. Hate the street barriers.   How about  Streets with no names.    

65. This traffic mitigation/control strategy is abysmal. This effects my community(9th & Ash, 
Sienna Court) and everyone’s daily commute by prolonging the inevitable. It does not 
effectively lower traffic but instead just results in people driving around the mitigation to get 
to the same result. This is not mitigating traffic or serving any purpose. A waste of time and 
the cities allocated money. Address problems that actually need correction I.e. homelessness 
in Tempe. Stop wasting money.  

66. Get this shit outta the road. Little bitch boys of a government. Stop sucking each other off 
and do something productive with your lives  

67. While I am in support of experimenting with ways to decrease traffic in the downtown 
Tempe neighborhoods this one is....kind of a nightmare. I live right next to the barricade on 
10th St and farmer Ave. I no longer have any good way of getting to university and heading 
west. I would have to go east on 10th, then left at mill, and then turn left again on mill- two 
intersections that are busy enough as it is and only going to get worse with the street car. 
There has got to be a better solution....  
 
Also, I have seen two cars today drive onto the sidewalk and into my neighbors grass to get 
around the barricade on 10th and farmer.  

68. I love near 9th and Farmer. One day of barricades and traffic has been worse. It's not any 
safer. The blockades cause people to drive on sidewalks, tear through alleyways where 
people live and walk, and make unsafe U-turns. Please remove them now. I have never felt 
so unsafe in my neighborhood, a neighborhood I have lived in my whole adult life. I raised 3 
kids here and I feel for young families out for walks, students, people taking their dogs out.  
Even now at 9:30 on a Tuesday night I hear cars racing through the neighborhood, trying to 
figure out how they can get through it.  
At best this is causing confusion for those of us who live and work here. At worst we are 
being put at greater risk of being run over.  
This is not an experiment worth seeing through. The barricades should come down now.  

69. The Mckemy street closure makes me worried. I go down Mckemy to University at least two 
times a day to avoid that stop light traffic.  I feel like I am going to get stuck waiting from the 
stop light on hardy now while trying to get out on from Laird. I don't think this is going to be 
a good change, at least for the residents that live on the Laird exit to Hardy. 
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The Mckemy barricades seems like more of a punishment for locals then to stop random 
thru-traffic.  If you think about it, not many people take that street unless they live in the 
neighborhood and are trying to get in or out.  Nobody is getting off Hardy to take Mckemy, 
and nobody is turning onto Mckemy to get to Hardy.  So, this blockade isn't helping anyone 
who lives in the neighborhood. 
This kind of traffic hindering devices makes me think of how Tempe Marketplace is while 
trying to wait for cars, but you never get to go because it's a constant flow or congestion 
from straight traffic. Without alternate routes, traffic builds up in certain areas. Hence my 
guess that Hardy/University stop light will get more backed up just from this Mckemy 
change. 
As for the rest of the Traffic Migration Plans, I do not have many issues with.  The Diagonal 
Diverters on Wilson/11th and Judd/Howe, I doubt will work either.  I think it will be more of a 
nuisance to the locals causing them to drive down all the roads in the neighborhood then 
actually divert non-local traffic to another area. 

70. These traffic control measures are horrible for residents and should be removed 
immediately. They provide no help to speeding they only make driving in my neighborhood 
untenable and annoying. 

71. I live in the Mitchell neighborhood and have for 20 years and experienced the new road 
blocks in the neighborhood for the first time today. What an absolute nightmare!I was 
driving around in circles as were many other people for 20 minutes just to figure out how to 
get to Whole Foods. And to not be able to go north on Ash over University makes it even 
more difficult. On top of all of that the traffic was worse than ever. I’ve never seen it that 
congested before. I also saw people breaking the law by going the wrong way or going over 
sidewalks to avoid the barriers. I can’t see how this is an improvement to the neighborhood. 
Please remove the barriers as soon as possible. Thank you.  

72. Hi there, I believe the traffic mitigation strategies in place this far are causing a significantly 
increased traffic flow in the neighborhood. There were a high number of cars trying to 
navigate around the controlled areas. On my walk with my dog, cars were driving over the 
sidewalk and making sudden U-turns in order to get around the barricades. This made my 
walk more dangerous than normal. Also, this very much disrupts my  route to work 
increasing my commute time and causing me to spend more gas by going around. 
Personally, I don’t find these beneficial and it is frustrating to have to avoid cars while trying 
to safely walk my dog. I would not plan to continue to live in this neighborhood if these 
changes become permanent.  

73. Maybe Farmer needs some speed control but that’s about it. Have already seen cars 
frustrated and zooming down side streets to get home. The intended goal of safety will 
extremely backfire as cars will zig zag through neighborhood and drive faster down these 
side streets, and they will also take quicker left and right turns without looking to make up 
for time. This will not end well. Look for better lighting and speed control on Farmer, but 
that’s it.  

74. This is so incredibly stupid that it's hard to believe. I work for major provider of plumbing 
and electrical services, both of which are frequently needed in older neighborhoods like this 
one. These barricades have made it literally impossible to negotiate from place to place in 
the neighborhood in a car, let alone a large box truck used by service companies. Good luck 
getting any trade work done now. Perhaps when the idiots who supported this stupidity 
plumbing starts backing up they will realize the error they have made when they are wading 
through black water and sewage for a few days. Remove the barricades immediately.  
 

75. Hello I live with am alley parking and front door between Wilson and Roosevelt /university 
and 9th st. The closed street at Roosevelt and 9th st is causing cars to speed down our alley 
since it's paved. This is putting us at risk. Someone is going to hit our car and it's unsafe for 
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kids. 
 
Plus last night walking our dog cars are just driving on the sidewalk and people's yards to 
bypass these barricades. Who stupid idea was this. You can no longer navigate the 
neighborhood and it's now extremely unsafe. This crap needs to be removed! 

76. First you make it hard to drive on Mill/Apache with your idiotic trolley so, of course, people 
drive through the surrounding neighborhoods. Then you screw up the neighborhoods so no 
one -- including the residents -- can get anywhere. There has to be a better solution than this  

77. The “traffic mitigation” measures feel like a punishment for living in this neighborhood. I 
understand the concerns that brought them into being, but the current layout means that 
our recycling is not getting picked up. In the case of a medical emergency for someone in 
the neighborhood, I worry that emergency vehicles will be dangerously delayed. This is a 
disaster and I hope that it is temporary! 

78. Inconvenient for those who actually live in the neighborhood and borderline dangerous for 
pedestrians and bikes being forced to cross in unusual ways. 

79. This is absolutely ridiculous. Who thought it would be a good idea to block every single 
direction out of our neighborhood?? I now have to add a 5-10 minutes to my commute to 
work or anywhere else. I do not want these blockades in my neighborhood.  

80. I have lived in this neighborhood for 20 years and never has it taken TEN MINUTES to get 
from Wilson st to Maple. This is absolutely insane. This is only going to make the people who 
live in this neighborhood’s lives more challenging.  

81. The traffic mitigation strategies put in place as of 2/1/2022 have been causing a great 
amount of traffic to cut through alleyways nearby my home at xxx S Ash Ave, Tempe, AZ 
85281. There has been a tremendous increase just in the last day alone of cars flying through 
the alleyways, creating dust flying all over the property and cars causing further dangerous 
driving conditions by flying onto the street with little to no regard for oncoming traffic. This 
is creating bigger issues than were ever once there.  

82. I live on 10th and ash and this will hurt local business. Part of the reason I chose to live in this 
neighborhood is to support the businesses around me. But now it is so much more 
complicated just to drive to roosevelt and university i have to go down 13th to hardy or take 
mill? This is DANGEROUS…  

83. I hate it. I am so mad that I will vote out every person currently associated with local 
government and I will actively reach out to all my neighbors with lists of people to vote out.  

84. Please remove the street barricades everyone is just driving on the sidewalks. I literally can't 
get home without driving a 1/2 mile out of the way. People are driving up and down my ally 
at 40 + mph. It feels very unsafe. Someone is going to get killed because of these barricades. 
Keep my neighborhood accessible by vehicle please. I literally can't  complain enough. 
Everyone is pissed and the road rage is NOT conducive to "traffic calming." I work as a 
landscape architect and this is a TERRIBLE traffic study. I hope enough people complain so 
that these baracades get taken down you ya'll have to get back to the drawing board 
because I know whoever is working on the study can do some better research and come up 
with better solutions.  

85. This shit sucks.  

86. This is the dumbest thing I have seen in this neighborhood.  Which one of the rich new 
neighbors with their fancy million dollar home complained?  You bowed down to them while 
making everyone else's route home more difficult.  Instead of making our lives hell with this 
idiotic traffic maze, why don't you focus on the fact that everyone in this and the 
surrounding areas are getting priced out of their homes. 
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87. The forced right turns are ridiculous. I get it with the rest, definitely needed. Raised cross 
walks, speed bump things are great, but the roundabouts are not a problem. They are 
already traffic calming in nature. Forcing people to go through a maze is just going to make 
things more difficult. Took me 15 minutes to get to Cartel and I was visiting a friend in the 
same neighborhood. Normally would have taken 5 min. I do not get the point of the random 
right hand forced turns. Everything else is fine. 

88. My comment is about the idea of cutting off McKemy, a wide through street, between Laird 
and 9th. There is no possible benefit from this. McKemy is doing a great job of getting traffic 
in and out of the hood. If you cut that off then traffic would have no option than to start 
using all the side streets to get through. I'm all for park improvements, but this idea has no 
bearing on the traffic issues around Maple/Wilson/Farmer/Ash. That side of the park has 
great traffic flow. The only time there are even more than a few cars, it's because there's a 
function at the park. Don't cause problems where there aren't any! I also think the trolley is 
crazy stupid. Not what they needed. Top allowing multi buildings there that obviously are 
going to bring more cars. 

89. Terrible. If you can't use roundabouts you should move. 

90. THESE TRAFFIC BARRICADES ARE IN THE WAY OF RESIDENTS, EXTREMELY 
INCONVENIENCING PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THIS AREA. I CANNOT MANEUVER MY BIKE 
AROUND THEM AND END UP GETTING HURT. THEY ARE ALSO VERY UGLY AND RUIN THE 
AESTHETIC OF THIS BEAUTIFUL NEIGHBORHOOD. These barricades have made it harder for 
me, a resident, to get home. There was not a traffic issue to begin with, you have now 
caused one. 

91. When I originally saw this plan, I didn't think it was awful but I envisioned it differently.  As 
residents we are being punished by having to not be able to drive down our own streets 
without zig zagging everywhere.  This is not a good solution and I am highly against it.  Will 
it come down to another vote at the next meeting or is this plan 100% happening? 

92. As a member of this community, these roadblocks are causing further frustration to 
commuters. Consequently, people are driving even more recklessly than before. It’s already a 
massive pain to drive around in my own neighborhood, considering the poorly built 
roundabouts. With the addition of these road blocks, it’s making me second guess whether 
this is a community that values the comfort and safety of its members. The attempt at traffic 
mitigation is in fact punishing this community for the actions of others.  
Respectfully, what idiot thought this was a good plan? Don’t be shocked when the 
community starts stealing the roadblocks. People bust into vehicles everyday in this 
neighborhood, but naturally you guys are more concerned about our roads that already have 
too many speed bumps. The roadblocks serve a better purpose in the dumpster than they do 
on the street. 

93. Greetings. I have been a resident of this neighborhood for 40 years. So, I have seen many 
changes. Speed and cut thru traffic has always been an irritant. However forcing the 
residents to drive around in a convoluted pattern every time they leave or come into the 
neighbor is a much bigger irritant. Instead why not just put 4 way stops at every other 
corner on North/South streets. It would stop speeding, which is the real problem, be 
inexpensive, simple to install and not require residents to drive around in circles to get home. 
It’s lost on me how several hundred residents driving around in circles ever time they come 
and go from home is going to reduce the flow of traffic. Thanks for your consideration of an 
alternative approach. Burton Baker  

94. The barriers that have been installed have made commuting and daily tasks like grocery 
shopping far more laborious and unwieldy than they should ever be. The amount of 
barricades and untraversable routes are unacceptable and frankly asinine. I am demanding 
that the barricades and diversions be removed immediately, you have made a neighborhood 
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that is a deeply enjoyable place to live an unnavigable labyrinth, and it will almost certainly 
harm businesses in the area and significantly lower the quality of life for those of us who live 
in it. I am certain I will not be the only one to say so. Please FIX THIS MESS. 

95. Why would the city consider closing the intersection of Roosevelt and 9th Street to those 
living along Roosevelt St and rerouting them to drive 3+ blocks to get to a signalized 
intersection? The signalized intersection does not make sense if you close off Roosevelt 
NB/SB at 9th St.  
 
Why is the city not addressing the real problem with traffic along major routes like University 
Dr, Hardy Dr, Priest Dr, and Mill Ave that push traffic into neighborhoods and creates 
increased traffic issues for minor neighborhood roads? 
 
Why would the city route bicyclists down narrow roads like Farmer and Roosevelt?  
 
As a neighborhood bicyclist, I select roadway routes with very minimal vehicles encounters 
such as Mitchell and McKemy. So far the city's traffic migration designs do not work for 
bicyclists or motorists. Stop adding these roundabouts, speed bumps and tables, dips, 
bump-outs....none of it is working. Drivers only cut through neighborhoods to detour around 
major roadway traffic issues, specifically University Dr and Mill Ave. Fix University Drive to 
accommodate the excess vehicle traffic from to ASU. No traffic issues when the students are 
gone for the summer. 

96. What you’ve done is atrocious! I live at 16th & Roosevelt. I set off this evening to go to Tops 
and with these ridiculous barricades and detours it took me longer to get there than it does 
for me to get to my child’s school several miles away in Phoenix. WTF??? I have lived in 
cities all over this country and all over the world and have never encountered something so 
harebrained. You’ve basically walled off my neighborhood from the businesses we frequent. 
In the decade I’ve lived here I have never noticed heavy or fast vehicle traffic in that 
neighborhood. And I have spent a great deal of time in that neighborhood. You’ve created a 
“solution” to a problem that did not exist. Seriously, you’ve put a wall between the Marilyn 
Anne neighborhood and the Maple Ash neighborhood. It’s bad for the community, it’s bad 
for business, it needlessly inconveniences and divides us. Shame on whoever came up with 
this. It makes no sense. It makes life worse. It’s ugly as sin. It’s a nightmare! And to boot you 
used my tax dollars as a homeowner to commit this travesty. Please remove them 
immediately, and please don’t repeat this mistake elsewhere in our fair city.  

97. This needs to end. I live at xxxx S Roosevelt St, Tempe AZ 85281 
So Roosevelt and 10th street. My normal route through the neighborhood is the drive 
from mill ave, turn west on 13th, turn north on Roosevelt and then I’m home. With this 
new mitigation plan I’m completely lost in my own neighborhood. My normal route takes 
me 3-5 minutes to get through the neighborhood. It took me over 10 minutes to go 
through the neighborhood after maneuvering through new right turn only areas, road 
closed areas. Not to mention half of my own street is now closed?! Someone from the city 
threw a road closed ahead sign in my front lawn last night, assuming they could set it up 
tomorrow. You don’t understand what you’re doing to the people who actually live here, 
to the buses who have to drive these neighborhoods. I understand there’s lots of thru 
traffic that passes by to avoid stoplights outside the neighborhood but putting a literal 
maze into my neighborhood is NOT OKAY.  

98. The barricades are starting to be really inconvenient especially when I have to go to work 
and need to do go out of the way through the streets.  

99. You can play the government bureaucracy committee "The neighborhood asked for this!" 
game all you want, but your traffic plan is insane. I have a Master's Degree in Public Policy 
(one of my areas of specialty is traffic) and I am just blown away at the incompetence of 
your so-called "traffic mitigation" plan. I have already seen people blowing through alleys 
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and driving over sidewalks because surprise, it turns out you can't just barricade 
important thru-streets and hope the problem disappears. Did anyone think about this?? 
What about response times for emergencies? Just because St. Luke's and the fire station 
are nearby does not excuse the increased response times caused by emergency services 
drivers have to navigate the looney maze you've built. 
 
The problem begins with University and Mill, with the streetcar and massive increase in 
density that Emperor Crowe has commanded. But if you really want to look at the 
neighborhood to solve it, focus on adding additional roundabouts, as it's pretty much 
your only genuine option forward. 
 
I would love to speak with the con artist who invented this plan, but in the meantime I 
hope the people of this neighborhood rise up and knock all of these absurd barricades 
over. 

100. I really wish the residents south of 13th were made aware of this whole thing. We typically 
use Roosevelt or ash to get to university for groceries, etc. the barriers are very unsafe, 
cars are going on to the sidewalk to avoid them or down the alleys.  

101. This entire plan is absolutely idiotic. It took me 10 minutes to get to Ash and University 
from Ash and 13th because I had to drive up and down every street just to find the way 
out. Many people in this neighborhood also take these roads to stay AWAY from 
Priest/Mill/University/Broadway and it’s absolutely ridiculous that you are proposing 
these road changes. They will just cause more congestion on main roads since no one will 
want to deal with this Maze of Stupidity you are proposing in my neighborhood. People 
will need to have a map with them at all times just so they can figure out how to go 2 
blocks down the road.  
I understand if there are smaller streets that lead out to major roads like Priest that need 
speed cushions, but what the hell is the purpose of any of this other garbage?  
You are turning a non-issue into a giant clusterfuck of confusion and irritation in my 
neighborhood and me, as well as every other resident of the neighborhood I’ve spoken to, 
all think it’s the dumbest idea Tempe has had for this neighborhood in ages.  

102. What’s happening in Maple Ash Farmer Wilson is WRETCHED and foul indeed. Why 
would you even do this? Did the community ASK you to make these changes? Because I 
live in the neighborhood and no one asked me. I just feel like there’s better use of city 
funds than to make a peaceful neighborhood this complicated. I understand that you’re 
looking to make it bike friendly but the confusion that I saw on 9th and Ash today was 
NOT bike friendly, someone is going to get hit with these changes! Please for the love of 
god stop.  

103. Stupid and agrivating.  Take the barricades out of my neighborhood.  

104. The traffic safety measures are a nightmare. It’s like a maze just trying to get around my 
neighborhood. There are plenty of traffic circles and bottlenecks in the neighborhood to 
prevent traffic. Making a simple grid system neighborhood a maze just makes it 
frustrating to get where I need to go. It’s a huge inconvenience and a waste of my time 
and my households time.  

105. Hi. I live on Howe between Wilson and Roosevelt. I have noticed that cars that are 
diverted this way are speeding up on Howe in order to (in their minds) make up for lost 
time due to the diversion. It's very disappointing and dangerous. 

106. The traffic slowing measures taken in my neighborhood directly west of ASU, is suffering 
local traffic issues now.  I’ve now witnessed what I assume are locals rushing to leave the 
neighborhood for work or otherwise speed through because of the redirection or closures 
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of the streets. I’ve also witnessed people speeding past signs. This poses an extreme risk 
to the public who live in the neighborhood especially pedestrians and playing children.  

107. Thank you for providing the option to leave comments. I am not a resident but I work in 
Tempe. I drive through this area on my way to work. Avoiding Mill ave is the primary 
reason. This project has now created a situation where I spend MORE time driving 
through the area to avoid Mill. I was able to safely use Roosevelt and followed all speed 
regulations and slowed for speed humps and cushions. Now I must use Wilson, to 11th st, 
take 11th st to Roosevelt, take Roosevelt to 10th St., then take Mitchell to University and 
turn right on University as I know must back track to my destination.  
 
All of this is still worth it to avoid Mill. If I had taken Mill I would have had to go through 5 
intersections with traffic lights and two intersections with traffic lights on University. Not 
to mention the delays that will be caused by the streetcar.  
 
I feel for residents in the area who have had their neighborhood turned upside down. I 
know the association paid for this study but it seems to have gone too far.  

108. This is a really bad idea. It makes getting around very difficult.  It is the worst way to 
handle this issue 

109. This is horrible.  It makes getting out of the neighborhood extremely confusing.  It also 
means that now I would have to go all the way around ASU, which would add a lot of 
time.  Do not like. 

110. I live at 16th and Roosevelt, and I’m absolutely astounded at the bad planning and lack of 
foresight demonstrated in the “traffic mitigation” measures in the Maple-Ash-Wilson-
Roosevelt neighborhood north of 13th. Barricading streets and forcing drivers to turn off 
the roads they were using are doing nothing but frustrate anyone using these streets for 
any purpose. You’ve cut us off from the local businesses on University that we patronize 
frequently, not to mention made a visit to any neighbor a labyrinthine nightmare. I’m 
shocked that anyone charged with city planning would believe that blocking roads would 
not result in chaos and public anger. These roads are PUBLIC and shutting off access has 
been a disaster for your local residents in the short time since implementation. This “test 
period” deserves to be shut down immediately on the grounds that it’s hugely unpopular 
and bound to result in an accident by a frustrated driver. Take down the barricades now.  

111. The road closures are traffic diverters are very inconvenient as a driving resident. I have 
to take strange routes and extend my drive time to exit North out of my neighborhood 
onto University Dr. I can't navigate to intersections with traffic lights (e.g., Roosevelt or 
Farmer/University) to make a safer left-hand turn onto University which is often very 
congested. It's very frustrating trying to drive through my neighborhood and constantly 
being re-routed. Traffic flow and congestion on the main streets needs to be improved 
because traffic in neighborhoods is only a symptom of the larger problem. Reducing cut-
through traffic will only make main roads more backed up and dangerous. Address the 
root issue with major roads and issues of residential traffic will improve. 

112. The barricades cause a lot of confusion and panic in the area. Cars that try to cut through 
the area are driving on lawns/grass area. It is preventing me from doing my job. 

113. This is very inconvenient and frustrating. I Iive directly behind a barricade and have to 
drive like a rat through a maze to leave my house and come home. I never received direct 
mail informing me that this would happen and find the overall lack of information on the 
matter until after the plan had already been put in place to be utterly unprofessional.  

114. This is very frustrating. My wife and I live not even half a block behind a barricade and 
have to drive multiple streets over and down just to get home and out to work every 
morning. I understand that there is a “need” for this data, but, to my knowledge, we were 
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never actually given any sort of correspondence by mail like your schedule said and it just 
popped up over night, then city workers get mad at our frustration when we had no idea 
this was happening or knew why. For this to have to be going on for 8 weeks with your 
level of preparation is utterly and completely unprofessional.  

115. I live in the neighborhood and it’s terrible. It’s very inconvenient. I know that all my 
neighbors feel the same. Not sure why this was implemented or any of the logic behind it, 
but it’s horrible. 

116. Dumb. More of a hindrance.  

117. I do not like yhe barriers at 9th and Ash. 

118. I oppose the diverters and closures of the neighborhoods on the Proposed Traffic 
Mitigation Plan for the following reasons: 
 
1. The streets of Tempe belong to the entire city and not merely the small clique of 
gentrified retirees living in the area of the study. All Tempe residents and tax payers have 
the right to egress and regress through the public thoroughfares. The local 
(unincorporated) HOA has no jurisdiction to attempt to turn the neighborhood into a 
“gated community” and exclude the streets from normal, sane usage. While the retirees 
stay home and count cars all day, the rest of the residents must come and go to their 
jobs, classes and businesses several times a day. They should be able to do so 
unencumbered by permanent street detours. 
 
2. If a resident must be directed around into a labyrinth in order to exit their homes (into 
any direction), the quality of life, satisfaction and enjoyment of living in Tempe will have 
been substantially affected. The benefit of a few will create the detriment of the majority. 
3. If a resident must drive around in circles before being able to reach University, 13th St, 
Hardy or Mill Ave, the amount of pollution and noise generated will be far greater than 
having taken a direct route. That does not show great stewardship and respect for the 
local residents who will now have to endure extra traffic going past their own houses as 
drivers circulate around the maze. 
3. Past efforts to avoid the inevitable cost of growth have been ineffective and 
unnecessary: 
a. The city of Tempe has tried to prevent and decrease the flow of traffic by narrowing 
the lanes going through Mill Avenue. The result is the traffic flooded the parallel streets, 
creating a larger amount of vehicles driving into the areas between Farmer, 13th ave and 
University. The “solution” did not mitigate the problem but shifted it to the next resident’s 
areas. 
b. The resident’s tried to prevent and decrease the flow of traffic going through that area  
by placing speed bumps to slow down and discourage drivers. The drivers merely sped 
from bump to bump and often swerved onto the sidewalk to spare a tire from the speed 
bump’s effect. 
The “solution” did not mitigate the problem but made it more hazardous to pedestrians. 
c. The resident’s tried to prevent and decrease the flow of traffic going through that area 
by placing “calming circles” and dangerous Chicanes to slow down and discourage 
drivers. The drivers merely swerved onto the sidewalk to get around the “calming circles” 
without lowering their speed and the chicanes have caused accidents by their illogical 
and sudden placement in unexpected locations. 
The “solution” did not mitigate the problem but made it more hazardous to pedestrians 
again. 
d. Now, this new and even more illogical effort will destroy the quality of life of the 
neighborhood once more. 
 
The proposed solution is for the retirees to embrace their next stage in life and move to 
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the East Valley into a gated 55 and over community, where traffic is strictly monitored 
and only the residents of the community are allowed past the gates. Peace, control and 
tranquility may be achieved thus. 
The streets of our neighborhood, meanwhile, should remain open to traffic as intended, 
for Tempe is a vibrant and growing city. The Tempe City Council has striven to improve 
the city’s livability by creating Tempe Town Lake and it’s myriad festivals and marathons, 
support ASU in it’s expansion, bring high rises to the downtown area and urbanize Mill 
Avenue shopping area.  
With growth, there will be a natural cost, in this case, the streets will be used by the 
increased population. We must include everyone instead of exclude the “undesirable” 
from the same area that belongs to all. 
We must embrace the changes and allow for what is the natural flow of things . Not 
create big problems where a small one exists. 

119. Wow, this is really inconvenient. We tried to get to and from Child's play this morning, 
and it was very confusing and frustrating. We are only visiting the area, can't imagine how 
the residents must feel. 

120. It is sad to think of the amount of money that was spent on the research and testing of 
this project that is obviously a bandaid and not a solution to a real traffic problem. The 
majority of the residents i have spoken to in the neighborhood will still be relieved to 
have the blocks removed, despite those dollars going down the drain. We live in the 
middle of a city, not a gated community, vehicles are part of the equation and to be 
expected, like them or not. Making some of our streets busier by blocking others makes 
no sense and was a really weird way to avoid addressing the actual issue. We are driving 
more because the paths to our homes have been blocked. I am now literally contributing 
to the traffic on University because i am blocked from the path to my house. We have just 
increased the traffic on University that people cutting through were trying to escape... 
Someone must have thought about this?? People are frustrated and rushing, including 
those living in the neighborhood. I am curious who has pushed for this idea and whether 
they are educated on the topics and/or biased/motivated to get what they want on their 
street,  instead of what is actually best for the entire community . (We wouldnt be the 
first city to suffer from this problem, whether intentional or just a lack of understanding.) I 
think there are ways to handle growing cities (including accepting that you chose to live 
in a growing city), but this is unfortunately not it.  Hoping that we have some experts on 
the topic bring us real solutions once this is over! Thanks for your time and effort! 

121. I just biked through an area with the diverters and felt a bit confused about where they 
were directing me to. It made getting home less convenient. Would it be possible to build 
the diverters so bicycles can get through them? Would that be safe? 

122. Hello. Being a resident of Mitchel Park, I've been nothing but short of frustrated. I 
understand you wanting to curtail outside traffic, cut  thrus and speeding. But it should 
not be at the expense of making the residents of this community to drive around in this 
maze. We pay our taxes and expect to use our neighborhood streets. This makes no 
sense. Just to appease a few people that have made up this pretend HOA. I live next to 
one of the circle barriers and everyone including myself just go thru the exit or left side/ 
wrong way. I see it daily and if some permanent fixture is there. everyone will just 
continue to do it. As far a closing the street? how dare you. This is our neighborhood, and 
we pay the taxes for roads to use. Making us use more gas. Now were taking shortcuts 
around other neighbors and their not happy. What you're trying to do make no sense at 
all. I will fight this to the end. Thank you for your time. 

123. Hello, 
We live in the corner home on xx w 13th street/Wilson since 2015. We drive up north on 
Wilson to reach the farmers market, whole food, other businesses and getting there now 
seems an inconvenience that we may just choose Safeway to avoid mill. I do not think this 
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is a good plan and hope you will consider other options to mitigate traffic. 
There was a car fire on our street this evening with fire trucks and it made me concerned 
how fire trucks would get quickly to any of the homes in the area where traffic now will 
not let you get to easily, it seems like a maze. If speed is a concern in those areas, why are 
there no speeding cameras or more police presence to stop people from driving fast? 
Signs that say local traffic only could also be put up.  
We have 2 small children and now I feel that the traffic on 13th street will be even worse. 
We would love to have 13th street south of Wilson permanently be blocked off - this 
would create a calmer culdesac for our area and i feel there is not much inconvenience to 
people by doing so. No one needs to drive south on Wilson except our family as we have 
our carport there and the family across from us. Others use it as a drive thru to get to 
14th, but they can easily do that on Roosevelt or farmer instead. I really would love if you 
were to consider that. In addition, instead of the proposed speedbump by our home, stop 
signs would be more effective in my opinion. 
Finally, we have a lot of students park in the spot right by our bedroom window on 
Wilson, chatting loud at night. We would love it if this space could be please assigned to 
us at 501 w 13th street or at least would require people to live in this area. 
I apologize for the long lists of items and would value any feedback you could share. 
Thank you for your time. 
 

124. The vision of a walkable and bikeable "sustainable" neighborhood sounds nice in theory 
but it also disregards all the people whose lack of time, able-bodiedness/access to 
multiple types of vehicles don't allow them to walk or bike across the neighborhood. 
 
I live here because I enjoying walking to my friend's houses, bars, restaurants, on my days 
off but practically, after a 12 hour work day it is very soothing to drive home down 
Roosevelt or Wilson instead of Priest and Broadway and all of its traffic and accidents. 
These barricades are an impediment to people who live in and enjoy this neighborhood 
every day, in already narrow streets and people who want to cut through anyway are 
already making the alleys a thoroughfare/work around, at speed. Speed bumps and 
consistent stop-signage should be considered before these larger more imposing 
structures.  

125. With regards to the traffic mitigation efforts within the Farmer/Maple/aAsh 
neighborhood, I have to say this is a C- at best. It is impossible to get out of the 
neighborhood and my commute now takes nearly 10 more minutes. I’ve seen people 
doing in excess of 30mph just because they can’t find their way out. This has made 
everything MUCH WORSE. 

126. Good Morning, 
While I'm in agreement that traffic mitigation is necessary in this neighborhood, I am not 
a fan of the rather extreme and excessive approach of this project--completely blocking 
access to outside traffic is also blocking access for local residents.  Add STOP signs or 
another mitigation strategy that doesn't deter local traffic from accessing their homes in a 
timely manner by maneuvering through a maze of side streets.   
Some suggest this is about adapting to change for the good of the neighborhood, but 
shouldn't this program be focused on designing a PRACTICAL traffic solution that 
mitigates nonresident traffic but doesn't deter local residents from reaching their homes 
in a timely manner.   
If the current project is just a research tool to understand local and outside behavior to 
this mitigation approach, that's fine.  But if the primary intent is to urge a buy-in to the 
current strategy, this needs some reconsideration. 
Perhaps look at the planning process through a more innovative and creative lens that 
doesn't block direct access and mitigate direct access to ALL.  As residents, should we 
not have priority access?  Just sayin'. 
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Respectfully 
Donna LaGuardia  915 S Mitchell Dr. 

127. This really should not be implemented. Makes traffic worst and creates agitation for 
navigation through this neighborhood. Please get this stuff out of here, it’s gonna make 
me late for work lol. 

128. This is awful. I live in this neighborhood and now have to go a round about way back into 
the main road just to get a couple blocks within the same neighborhood. a 1 minute drive 
taking my neighborhood streets is now a 5 minute drive in traffic on a moan road.  

129. The barricades are awful and hinder ASU students walking or driving to class in a timely 
fashion 

130. These barriers have been very frustrating as someone who lives in the neighborhood and 
I do hope they are not envisioned as permanent solutions. These have made it difficult to 
get in and out of the neighborhood that we actually live in. I do believe that the people 
driving around them, are actually residents who are frustrated by not being able to use 
their normal route to leave or come home from work. The issue has nothing to do with 
the streets in the hood, and instead has to do with poor traffic control on University, and 
just the fact that having to pass through ASU is very inconvenient given all of the 
construction the university has going on. I honestly had not noticed any traffic problems 
in the neighborhood until these "traffic mitigations" were put in place. Rather than solving 
traffic concerns, these mitigation efforts have actually caused more problems. I'm not a 
traffic expert, so I'm not sure what the solution is, but it is not making it more difficult for 
people who live here to get in and out of their home streets. Please, please, please, do not 
make these permanent. Getting around the area is already difficult enough, these do not 
make it better.  

131. Regarding the “downtown neighborhood transportation safety plan” 
I honestly believe this is the WORST concept for my family. I work in the neighborhood 
(Casey Moore’s) and live in the neighborhood and there’s been 3 occasions in the past 2 
days we’re my life and other lives have been in danger. 
 
1. I had someone verbally abuse me and attack my co worker. This gentleman also tried to 
rob Cowtown skate shop at knife point on 1/5/22 at around 3:30pm thankfully he was 
arrested but watching the cops try to decipher the “maze” through the neighborhood to 
catch this guy was the most ridiculous thing I've ever seen and was super disappointing. 
2. Driving home from work on 1/5/22 I witnessed EMS trying to navigate the maze of road 
blocks again to assist a car fire on 13th and Roosevelt. 
SECONDS MATTER IN LIFE AND DEATH SITUATIONS LIKE THIS. 
3. Walking to go get coffee this AM at Cartel, my one year old daughter almost got hit by 
a car speeding down the alley trying to by pass all the road blocks. 
If the reasoning behind all these road blocks are due to the chick fil a and the intersection 
at university and ash, then those should be addressed, absolutely. 
The rest of us patrons that actually live in this neighborhood are really being affected by 
this poor idea of blocking these streets off. 
 God forbid us create more jobs and have more patrol units around the circle K area of 
university and Ash and Mill. 
Please take into consideration that this “test” is failing at less than one week in and, 
continuing through one of the busiest seasons of the year is going to be an exercise in 
futility. People will continue to break worse and worse traffic laws to avoid this nonsense. 
Just because 1/3 of an ENTIRE neighborhood voted to do this, does NOT mean that the 
other 2/3 are okay dealing with this. More than the Maple Ash Farmer neighborhood are 
affected by this.  
Thank you for reading my piece and taking my words as someone that LIVES in the 
“hood” into consideration 
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132. I live in Maple-Ash. The traffic calming test has made me hate living in this neighborhood. 
This is so much worse. For the love of god, don’t make this hellscape of a maze 
permanent. 

133. So the only path from Ash to W University is now to join the already backed up line on 
Mill or to cut through other neighborhoods, doesn’t this just increase traffic movement 
and do the opposite of calming when we already have a grid system in place? 

134. Attention Tempe traffic safety board: Re: New Traffic Barricades at; 9th & Ash, Farmer 
and 10th Maple and 10th: To whom it may concern, my name is xx I live at xxx West 9th 
Street apartment 2 and have lived here for the past 15 years. I am writing this email in 
concern for my safety, and the safty of my neighbors and any visiting individuals who 
may be visiting myself or my neighbors. I have personally seen people breaking the law 
driving up and over sidewalks to go south from an eastbound direction onto ash. As a 
matter of fact the day they were placed there a city worker and myself watched an 
individual go right up and over the sidewalk half of the road half on the sidewalk and 
continue southbound going from an eastbound direction on 9th to a southbound 
direction on ash now granted this individual broke the law, and was driving unsafely. I 
understand the reason for these barricades is to improve the safety however this 
improved nothing and made it more difficult and more unsafe for anyone neighbors 
visiting individuals and myself. I find it very difficult to go south unless I increase the 
traffic on University and on Mill to get to any pharmacy including the one that's just up 
the street from my home on Mill and University, the CVS, about a mile from my home. I 
understand the purpose of the trolley was to reduce traffic on both of those streets 
however with these two barricades my neighbors and myself have to increase the traffic 
on both of those streets in order just to get to a pharmacy, a grocery store, or BANK!! MY 
BANK on Rural & Southern use to take me 8min. To get to. NOw,I have to drive to 
University, then to mill. And it takes me 8.5min. just to get to Broadway and Mill Ave. Due 
to the Traffic lights AND SOON, I will have another obstacle, the train or trolley or 
whatever you guys are calling it that is supposed to decrease traffic. I am very very 
frustrated with these barricades I feel it is not helped but rather hindered it has not made 
things safer or quieter rather endangered individuals walking or driving there is no safe 
place to turn around on 10th there is no safe place to go south if you're on the north side 
of 9th or on 9th there's no safe place to go north if you're on the east side of Ash I think 
you understand my point very very frustrating and I am very very disappointed that this 
has happened to my neighborhood and home. Sincerely;  xxx W.9st apt.0x Tempe Az. 
85281-5658  Hello, this is xx. Again, I live @ xxx W. 9thSt.aptx Tempe Az.85281-5658, I 
failed to mention, the alleyways East of Ash are getting horrendous horrendous amounts 
of traffic as people are trying to avoid and defeat the barricades. This too is very unsafe 
for my self and for my neighbors as we throw our garbage out in the alleyways and park 
our cars in the alleyways. Temporary or permanent this is a very very dangerous idea I 
feel the city will be looking at several lawsuits of individuals rather from individuals who 
are hurt at these intersections due to this unsafe and poorly thought out traffic blockades. 

135. Good morning  
The testing of the traffic mitigation plan has had enough time to have a pronounced 
verdict. It is a disaster and needs to be dismantled and put away. Other than the people 
who were involved in the planning and poorly executed test there is not a homeowner 
that is happy with these barriers in the middle of our public streets. Please remove them 
and let’s get back to normal.  
 
It was probably well intentioned but is an affront to all of us who live in the neighborhood 
and would like to choose the way we come and go from our homes. We have a city that is 
thriving and vibrant and we should all be adaptable to the change that more housing and 
cars bring us. We do not need to stand in our yards and shake our fist at traffic driving by 
our homes. 
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Please free up our paths so that we can get to work, class, shopping and play. 
Thanks  

136. This is a ridiculous solution to a problem that is incredibly minor. As a resident of this 
neighborhood for years, I have never once thought traffic to be an issue. The level of 
dangerous driving that I have noticed as a result of this, however, is a problem. Sidewalks 
are now considered driving spaces in order to avoid the delusional benefits of this 
measure. I am now seriously considering moving out of this once beloved neighborhood 
to somewhere with less ridiculous traffic reducing “solutions.” 

137. Remove the road blocks. They have been up for a week and no construction has started. 
They are a nuisance. Remove them.  

138. I think the traffic barricades are largely unhelpful. I think they encourage reckless driving 
because people are irritated by the barricades and try to quickly find alternative routes 
and drive less carefully. As someone who lives in the area, the barricades make my daily 
commute so much harder. I don’t think they’re helpful and I want you to take them down.  

139. I live in the maple ash neighborhood and have for about 5 years and undoubtedly the 
traffic barriers are the worst thing to have ever been put into this neighborhood. It adds 
an extra 20 minutes to get around because of all the detours and blockage on what 
normally would have been a simple 30 second trip. These are terrible and any type of 
permanent blockage to these roads will create more issues and problems than they could 
ever possibly solve.  

140. Please do not block the way back from CVS to Laird street.  
I would have to go all the way to Broadway and around just to get my prescriptions.  

141. This has been the dumbest thing I've ever seen the City of Tempe ever do this is not 
helping anybody if stopping emergency EMS fire and everybody else do it too early to do 
the neighborhood it's causing people to People's driveways trying to make u-turns to go 
to the right direction if you were smart you guys would build up the director is area 
around the brickwork and make it higher and make it slow down 

142. I am upset about all the intersection blockades and street closures in the Maple/Ash 
neighborhood. I am a tax person and now I can not use the public streets that I have to 
pY for. Even worse the fine trucks and garbage truck are being rerouted. Affect our safety 
and well-being. Imagine a house burning down and the fire trucks not being able to get 
there because these blockades and street closures. This is a lawsuit. Lawyer Johnny 
Cocran wod love to have I live xxx S Ash Ave.  

143. I don’t live in the test but have been to the areas, especially Mitchell Park and Childsplay, 
regularly over some years. I was at a restaurant on University today and experienced the 
traffic plan test patterns. The calming features are fine, although the diverting features 
came as a total surprise. I am sure signage will help as will experience with the changes. 
The road closures, however, were highly disruptive because there was no place to go 
without cutting through another part of the neighborhoods. The closures were surprising 
and frustrating and raised questions about effectiveness. Given the timeworn “toothpaste 
tube” metaphor, traffic and drivers will “squeeze” out somewhere when faced with he 
closures. Traffic is a serious problem and the development cited in the plans make 
mitigation even harder. Calming is necessary but it would also be easy to create 
unintended consequences with some techniques. 

144. The traffic mitigation devices currently deployed in the area between Mill, Hardy, 13th and 
University are to be removed and a workable solution is to be re-evaluated. This plan 
does not display experience with traffic flow and it’s intricacies, not taking into 
consideration the less obvious detriments the closure and diversion of vehicles is 
imposing. 
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The design proposed in the study is extremely inefficient, impeding not only local 
residents from navigating the streets but posing a safety hazard to the entire 
neighborhood.  
Access by firetrucks, ambulances and EMTs has been made difficult. First responders 
response has been considerably slowed down, to life and property threatening levels.  
Large trucks are not capable of driving around the barriers. The garbage truck, mail 
delivery and package delivery routes have been severely affected (not that City Counsil 
cares about the people who perform these tasks). This will cause these vehicle drivers to 
be punished by the efficiency experts in charge and be forced to speed through the 
streets to make up for lost time.  
Since it’s implementation, the results have been extreme anger by the local residents and 
drivers. The result is cars speeding violently from diverter to diverter, cars getting around 
the barriers as they can by climbing on sidewalks and driving into yards, trucks plowing 
through barriers and alleyway car racing. Therefore, the problem has exploded into a 
chaotic pattern much worse than before. 
Perhaps a different team of actual traffic experts may be considered to study the 
problem, this time including Mill Ave and University traffic patterns as well. This should be 
done before Mill/ASU events begin and a rat race of confused and angry drivers take to 
our streets.  

145. This sucks please don’t do this. It’s so inconvenient. By changing the flow of traffic on 
Maple, you’ve made streets like Ash and the alleyways overcrowded. This is dangerous 
because more people could get in accidents. It also pushes my buttons and likely pushes 
other peoples buttons too. This could increase a community road rage that is harmful. It 
takes me five minutes to drive from 9th street to 13th!!!! Grrrrrrr 

146. I live on Maple between 10th and 9th st. The barricade on 10th st is extremely 
inconvenient for me to get home. I have had to take the alleyway now to get home and in 
the last week Ive almost gotten hit by a UPS truck and had some odd encounters with 
homeless people. 
Additionally the the road closures and diagonal diverters (Especially the one on Ash Ave) 
make it impossible for me to make a left on university from the neighborhood. I used to 
be able to drive right to ash, now I have to either move to Mill or take a convoluted path 
that ends up making me take 13th down to Hardy. Taking these alternate routes increases 
my commute to work significantly. I also think they will cause more accidents in the 
neighborhood  and traffic because people have to navigate confusing and inconsistent 
traffic mitigation. It would be one thing if each street functioned the same way but right 
now its just a big mess. 
I have lived on 13th for several years and now on Maple for 1 year and this is by far the 
most annoying thing that has happened. Please do not make these permanent changes, 
for the sake of people who actually live in this neighborhood. 

147. I live on Farmer Avenue and the closures are a complete inconvenience. The barricades 
have turned the neighborhood into a maze. I am always having to go multiple blocks out 
of my way to arrive home. The closures are not helpful from my point of view. Navigating 
the neighborhood is now a headache.  

148. I live between 9th and 10th on maple and I work at Church on Mill, and in order to get to 
the church which is down maple, I have to go a roundabout way, which takes another 5 
min to go to another street and get to the church. It makes the people living in the local 
streets very inconvenient.  
Putting the barricades on maple and 10th does not change the through traffic because 
those on university can still go through maple to get onto mill.  
Adding speed bumps would help mitigate the through traffic, but the blockades make it 
more frustrating and inconvenient for most living here.  
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149. So far, they seem inconvenient and unsafe. I live by 10th and Ash, and I've many seen 
people using thru driveways and alleyways to get around these barriers, and I've also 
seen drivers frustrated by them who then speed down the street out of annoyance to get 
around them. I've also seen people drive onto the sidewalk on farmer to get around them. 
I think the "No Parking" sign was bent due to that. 
All in all, in their short time in place they've made me feel less safe as both a driver and a 
pedestrian. They're an all to driver-centric solution to a problem that would focus more 
on walk-ability and pedestrian safety. 

150. This is miserable. I can’t get in or out, the traffic is horrendous, people angry are racing 
around the neighborhood like no tomorrow. You’ve turned my dream neighborhood into 
a race track. What a waste. Put in a speed bump- a speed table- just don’t block the roads  

151. As a resident of Ash Street for the last five years, I have not noticed any particular 
problems we’ve had with traffic congestion or speeding. These new road alterations are 
more of an annoyance than any problem they claim to be solving. 

152. I'm concerned about the Mckemy/University one-- it will push traffic onto Hardy, which 
cyclists and pedestrians tend to use. Also cars have been zooming down my street at 
Laird/Hardy now 

153. I am homeowner in Mitchell Park Area: rcvd zero advanced notification of these 
“changes”: these are not changes - they permanently adversely affect my ability/desire to 
support local businesses on the far side of the human mouse maze.  I regularly 
walk/ride/drive thru neighborhood and the sense of familial has been cut off at the head.   
This has been a huge over reach into public domain without my input/consent: cannot 
help but suspect that a more nefarious goal/ambition is underway and will do everything 
in my power to fight this action  

154. I am disabled. I cannot drive far. I had to give up riding my bike and walking. I need a way 
to get to CVS from Laird st.  I go University the exit cuts through little streets. There is no 
way back other than going all the way around 13th street and Hardy. Why? I have been 
taking this same route for 20 years. All of a sudden it's a problem. If you are going cut 
traffic. Put speed bumps on Laird too. Tired of the speeding cars.  

155. This is the worst idea ever. The neighborhood is not drivable now. The speed bumps 
already down “calm” traffic. Neighborhoods are meant to be assessable for all including 
drivers. I hope this plan is removed (and removed quickly) and thrown in the trash were it 
belongs. The worst idea to date for the neighborhood. I can’t even get to Clark park 
anymore. Ridiculous.  

156. I am a homeowner in Mitchell Park area and for second time in a week have gotten stuck 
in the new human mouse trap that literally takes me five blocks south of my home by 
going through neighborhood: so much for saving time by avoiding rush hour.    I have 
stated before: no notice was given regarding this project.   Recently see that there are 
now cameras at these barricades: so we have officially moved into a fascist police state 
on public land?     One last item who in the hell would put up barricades blocking Mitchell 
Park on McKemy: one block from my home?   Really want to be in same room with the 
morons who came up with this travesty.  Take down the barricades blocking acCess to a 
public park : NOW 

157. It seems to me that these neighborhoods are already filled with speed bumps. I 
understand the need for them, but they are hard on drivers with back pain that live in the 
neighborhoods and are forced to constantly be tossed around inside their vehicles by 
these bumps. I certainly do not support adding more. I actually drive circuitous routes to 
avoid speed bumps even though I live in these neighborhoods and would like to drive 
more directly to my home. I also find the proposal to add more lighting to be 
disappointing and I oppose it. There is already enough light pollution as is and too much 
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light ruins the calm, vaguely natural aesthetic of the neighborhoods. Obviously, some 
lights are necessary for safety and utility in city neighborhoods, but there are more than 
enough already and adding more would, to me, partly ruin the charm of these 
neighborhoods. It is also bad for plants to have such constant light. Seems to be an over-
engineered solution to a non-existent problem. Please keep the charm and non-floodlight 
degraded character of these neighborhoods alive.  

158. This plan is bad. This plan does not solve problems, it brushes them aside. This just leads 
to frustrated drivers speeding through neighborhoods and ripping around corners trying 
to make their way through convoluted traffic patterns that expose you to additional 
neighborhoods and/or busy streets like University or Mill that can already barely handle 
the existing traffic. It has also made it unnecessarily difficult to access local businesses on 
the North side of the DNTSP. I do not want to have to drive through Mill Ave or campus, 
or make my way through a labyrinth to get to University from my home. 
Find actual solutions to improve safety, reduce speed, and provide space for bicyclists if 
that is really the goal. Diverting the speeding and poor driving to neighborhood streets 
and effectively dividing the neighborhood "solves" one problem and creates several 
more. 

159. I live on 11th street and Farmer. Please get rid of these road closed barricades. They are a 
nuisance and potentially dangerous to anyone with a life threatening injury.  

160. I live around Roosevelt and 12th st. And know many people in this neighborhood,  literally 
everyone here is furious over the barricades blocking perfectly good streets we used to 
drive down. Instead of your goal to slow people down people are driving faster and 
angrier to make it to simple destinations that are now difficult to get to. I can't leave the 
house without my 8 year old telling me how stupid these barriers are... if my 8 year old 
gets this, then why are my tax dollars paying for people to screw things up so badly?!? 
I'm honestly completely lost as to what insane world we're living in where someone, one 
person, let alone a committee of people thought this was a good idea... this is as nice as I 
can say this. I have much more colorful language I would love to express. 

161. These are awful. As a resident of the neighborhood, I just find myself wasting time trying 
to get through my OWN neighborhood. Moreover all day long people are just doing U-
turns in front of my house- much more bothersome when working from home than just 
having people drive by.  

162. This is horrid. I can’t imagine anyone in this neighborhood is positively affected by this 
change. These “calming” measures take away the most beautiful part of this 
neighborhood- accessibility. It has completely affected the way we travel around the 
neighborhood, making it near impossible to get where you need to go in a timely manner. 
I have had to change the way I go to work because I can no longer access University Dr 
from my home on 10th st. Additionally, neither I or my neighbors were informed of this 
upcoming change and we can’t stand it. These things need to go.  

163. Preventing people from getting to the hospital in an emergency. Resident and her 
husband were needing to get to the hospital due to breathing complication, but where 
not able to get through the area and had to turn around many times. 

164. I hate the new devices. They interrupt the flow of the neighborhood and cause residents 
to not be able to fully enjoy the neighborhood. 

165. I do not like the the traffic testing! It seems ridiculous. I have to go through a maze just to 
get to my house. Any time a guest comes over they get lost. Now there is a giant trailer 
with a sign and cameras watching my house 24/7 and blocking me and my neighbors 
from being able to park in front of our houses! They keep causing more problems the 
longer they are up. Today I found out that the trash company won’t pick up at my house 
now because they can’t get in and out due to the road blockage. They said I now have to 
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wheel my bins all the way down to a different street four times a week because I don’t 
have access to the back alley. I talked to other neighbors and they said that the through 
traffic has not been bad since covid and it has been very peaceful since my time here, so 
this seems very unnecessary. If speeding was an issue, they should just give more tickets 
(which give the city money) instead of this which I’m sure is costing way too much. Take 
them down please!!! 

166. Folks are circumventing the barricades by driving through the parking lot between farmer 
and the railroad between 9th and 10th street 

167. Your barricades are not helpful! I have lived on 9 th and Roosevelt and own my house for 
26 years. I have a disability and need to drive my car to get places. Since these barriers I 
have to drive through the neighborhood even longer to get out. I am seeing more traffic 
behind our house than before these barriers. I see people doing U turns up onto the 
sidewalks which is even more dangerous for pedestrian traffic.  This is not working and I 
want my tax dollars spent on something that is actually helpful. We live in a city so I 
expect traffic in our neighborhood. It was fine with the speed bumps and turn abouts. 

168. traffic flow around the outside of the neighborhood needs to be improved not the 
neighborhood itself. Priest, Broadway, Mill, University & Rio Salado need to be made to 
move cars past the neighborhood more efficiently and effectively. 

169. The barricades aren’t going to prevent me from driving through the neighborhood. I still 
have friends and things to do in/around the neighborhood. Now I am just irritated on my 
way to the destination. Sometimes I take the alleys instead. Congratulations on wasting 
all of our time. 

170. Upon entering the neighborhood it takes me three times longer to get to my home than it 
previously did. The problem is not the traffic within the neighborhood, it is the major 
arteries around the neighborhood. Whoever conceived of this "fix" should be ashamed of 
themselves. Attempting to treat the symptom of the true problem is only creating further 
problems. This isn't going to get better considering the number of densely packed 
apartments going up. 
 
If you want your city to resemble larger cities like New York and Los Angeles perhaps you 
should be investing in a more comprehensive public transit and rail system. And no, I'm 
not including the streetcar in this equation. It's nothing more than a travesty of 
redundancy. A further chokepoint to drive traffic into the neighborhood. 
 
I understand that when trying to get a solution amongst people who have personal 
interests in a project it's difficult to squeeze an ounce of logic out of the group, but come 
on: you had to have seen all of this coming. The city is ugly, congested, overpriced, and 
it's sad that this overall shabby showing came at such high costs. 

171. This is stupid. You will never end traffic. You are actually making traffic worse by closing 
off streets. Please remove the stupid barricades. They are dumb and annoying and 
everyone hates them. They’re dangerous! How are ambulances and/or fire trucks 
supposed to get inside that neighborhood?  

172. I am a professor at ASU and I bike through the Mitchell park/maple ash neighborhood 
daily to get to work or to bike for exercise. The traffic barriers have created a more 
unsafe environment for myself and other bikers. Cars are having to turn around when 
they hit the barriers and are not looking out for bikers. Some cars are going up on the 
sidewalks to avoid the barriers. I have never felt so unsafe biking in this neighborhood.  
As someone who also drives, the barriers are making us drive in a less efficient way and 
are ruining the feel of the neighborhood. It now takes me double the amount of time to 
drive to a friend’s house in the neighborhood because of the barriers. I chose to live here 
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because of the easy access to university and the barriers are changing that. I really can’t 
say enough negative things about these barriers - for the residential feel of the 
neighborhood, for my driving, and for my biking. 

173. I work at Childsplay.  The crazy blocking situation has actually increased the amount I cut 
through the neighborhoods  to get to work.  The direct route off of 13th was turned into 
serious zigzagging patterns.  Blocking Mitchell at the dog park and increased congestion 
on Mitchell.  Putting up a street closed sign on a blind corner makes very little sense. 

174. As an avid walker and biker around the Maple Ash/Mitchell Park area, I appreciate this 
effort but detest the result.  The test period has been disruptive to my daily activities- 
making trips to broadway and university is necessary for groceries and getting to work 
and is significantly more time consuming and less efficient. In fact, I just bought a house 
in the neighborhood largely based on its proximity to university and broadway and the 
road blocks have thwarted both of the direct routes.  I never minded the amount of traffic 
in this neighborhood, but the number of cars turning around and taking alternate routes 
makes it much busier and more dangerous.  Thanks for considering our opinions. 

175. Nice idea, poor execution. I live near the intersection of Farmer and 11th St. this traffic 
mitigation project has significantly increased the amount of unsafe traffic and speeding 
by my house. I no longer let my cat outside and am much more careful when walking the 
dog. Also, it’s made it extremely cumbersome to get to my house via a car. If the city 
would like to mitigate traffic please map out the increase in commute time when coming 
from north south east and west to every house and see how much commute time is 
added. Maybe consider being more consistent with how the traffic blocks are put in place. 
Right now it feels half hazard and confusing.  
 
As a positive remark, the side art areas do make it difficult to ride a bike safely. I like the 
idea of adding safe bike lanes.  
Thank you for your efforts to make our neighborhood safer and more enjoyable. 

176. This operation is unacceptable! I have seen law enforcement and fire trucks both have to 
turn around or go thru alleys because of these road closures. It’s completely not ok for 
anyone in government to think or consider closing these roads to thru traffic 
permanently. Night after night we see contracted workers come and add more and more 
sandbags so people cannot move the barriers. I cannot believe city money of any kind 
EVEN from a grant  should be used for this! Those of us that live and own downtown DO 
not have the right to say how many people or cars travel down our roads! We live and 
own blocks from a pristine university.. we need to stop trying to control traffic! It is what 
it is! That’s is a lot of traffic. Move the barricades open up the roads. I also called the head 
of this project and he did not return my call.  

177. This is the most idiotic and ignorant thing to ever come to tempe. My name is Joseph 
Clark i live at 602 W16th Street and my mother lives at 614 W11th. I just witnessed a 
firetruck and ambulance barely able to make it to a house because of these stupid 
barriers. People have actually been destroying your barricades in protest of this. Whoever 
thought this up should no joke be fired. The fact money is spent on this and not cleaning 
up our streets is disgusting. If this goes through we will be leaving tempe for good.  

178. I have lived in Tempe for the length of my lifetime of 55 years. I have lived on ninth Street 
in Margo since the late 80s. I have mini friends in this immediate area. Over the weekend I 
helped my friend that lives on Maple and 10th St. set up for a little Super Bowl watch 
party. I had to go around and get on university or 13th St. to access her house. As we sat 
in her backyard enjoying her new we remodeled barbecue and patio area, drivers were 
barreling down the alleyway kicking up dust. I do not feel this is the proper way to 
address  Cutthrough traffic in our neighborhood. Not to mention the camera surveillance 
which is highly disturbing. 
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179. Who ever decided this was necessary to our neighborhood probably doesn’t live here. 
This is a nightmare and has marred my feelings about continuing to living here if it 
becomes permanent. Sure some speed bumps and roundabouts  I can support but this 
mess is not well thought through and geniuses on the city council will not be getting my 
vote. Making a left on University in a safe manner from Roosevelt is now impossible, 
safely negotiating the side streets to get to businesses on the perimeter of the area has 
also been blocked. Surely spending money to trim the unsightly palm trees and other 
foliage would add to the beauty of the area and should be considered before one more 
dime of tax payers on this dumb project. 

180. To whom it may concern: 
The traffic mitigation isn't working and is making the safe even less safe than before. I 
continually witness drivers going over sidewalks and through neighbors' yards to avoid 
the traffic diverters. Or they just plow throw the barriers (daily) like the ones on 9th and 
Ash. I should have to worry about being hit by a car while I walk my dog on the sidewalk. 
In particular, the "star diverter" that has been placed at the intersection of 12th St. and 
Roosevelt has only resulted in vehicles driving around the diverters by making u-turns on 
the street they were forced on to so that they can return in the original direction. I have 
even seen USPS letter carriers making this maneuver around that particular traffic 
calming device. The tire tracks on the sidewalks are forming a four-leaf clover pattern 
around this obstacle. 
Not only am I a resident of this neighborhood, but I also work in the neighborhood at 
Casey Moore's. Since the traffic devices were implemented it is nearly impossible for me 
to drive directly to work. It makes no sense why the block between Farmer and Ash / 
University and 9th St is completely annexed from the rest of the neighborhood. I am now 
being inconvenienced because the city failed to plan on the influx of traffic they created 
by rubber-stamping all this high-density development in the downtown area. Half the 
cars parked on the street on Maple and Ash belong to construction workers, who, by the 
way, cut through the neighborhood as they leave their jobs for the day. 
Please reconsider other traffic calming measures, like more stop signs, larger speed 
bumps, or even limiting the number of cars allowed to park on our streets. There are 
several other, less inconvenient means to achieve the same result you are after. 
Thank you. 

181. Your traffic mitigation strategies suck.  It takes me forever to get home now.  Take them 
down and time the lights on Mill better 

182. I live in the Mitchell Park Neighborhood. I understand the thought process behind trying 
to cut speeding, but this is ridiculous. There is no way to get to my house from mill unless 
I go all the way to university. And we all know how awful university is due to ASU traffic. 
In particular, the barrier on Farmer and the barrier on 9th and Ash make it very difficult, 
time consuming, and frustrating. I have to make a ridiculous loop around the 
neighborhood, which just makes me want to speed more. Not only that, but trying to 
have friends and family navigate the place is so frustrating. I think is a ridiculous way to 
go about the speeding and traffic issue. Speed bumps and round snouts still allow access 
to my house.  

183. Nightmare. I understand the desire to reduce traffic through the neighborhood but there 
is now completely no way to get from 13th St to University. There needs to be some sort 
of northbound valve to the traffic diversions that doesn’t cause people to get stuck in the 
neighborhood. After the 4th diversion unable to get to where someone needs to go, I 
could absolutely see frustrated drivers start to accelerate dangerously out of turns… a 
potential unintended consequence to negatively impact safety in the neighborhood  

184. With all due respect, this is the most ridiculous and asinine action I've seen any level of 
government do in the 19 years I've been following politics. Literally all it's doing is 
diverting traffic from select roads to those on the peripheral. So great, you're reducing 
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traffic in one area and now you're increasing it elsewhere. This likely includes University, 
which is already a disaster as you get closer to Mill. Not only that, but people are now 
confused and aimlessly driving around -- some of which are going through alleys and 
apartment parking lots, which they shouldn't be doing, and causes safety risk. Oh, not to 
mention the fact that I now have to go over half a mile out of my way just to leave the 
neighborhood. I mean, the fact that you all have to reinforce each or the barricades to a 
point where they look like ones in a foreign war zone because people are irritated and go 
around them should tell you all you need to know. And why are you doing this, to placate 
a minority of residents? Including some who aren't even affected by the change (funny 
how that works)? I would be shocked if more people voice support for this, because I 
personally haven't heard anyone, out of a multitude of people I've talked to, say this is 
logical. Not a single person. Here's to hoping these get removed ASAP. Thank you. 

185. traffic barricades are extremely inconvenient for the people that live in the neighborhood, 
it causes congestion in other parts of the neighborhood that are not barricaded. it causes 
confusion and distracted drivers which makes me feel unsafe driving in my neighborhood. 
more speed bumps in the neighborhood would be a better alternative to speeding. I 
believe through traffic is inevitable and turning the neighborhood into a maze is only 
punishing the residents that live here, and is not a solution.  

186. Today it took me triple the amount of time it normally takes to go from my house to CVS. 
The barriers are unnecessary and they ruin the feeling of the neighborhood. If speeding is 
a problem, put in more speed bumps or round abouts. 

187. These make travel in the neighborhood difficult and more dangerous. The blockage on 
ash and maple routes people to busier streets. A simple run to the dog park now requires 
travel on hardy or weaving through side streets.  

188. As an in-person student attending ASU, I either bike, skate, walk, or ride the Orbit every 
day of the week. I interact with cars frequently on my way to and from campus. Prior to 
the installation of diverters, it was my impression that drivers in the neighborhood were 
very much conscious of cyclists and those riding longboards, leaving plenty of space and 
driving slowly. I even made the observation to a friend that this neighborhood always 
seemed so nice and calm, with few cars on most streets. While the amount of cars with 
which I interact hasn’t much changed, my feeling of safety has. I have never seen drivers 
so aggressive in this neighborhood until the diverters were installed. I’ve experienced 
several narrow passes and have been tailed very closely at narrow sections by drivers 
who, I assume, feel the need to make up for lost time. 
 
I’ve always been a fan of the painted chicanes with local artwork and wide speed bumps 
that are effective but don’t destroy your car! But these diverters are truly awful. I have 
seen no benefit from them, and only delivery/visit confusion and inconveniences, minutes 
added to trips by car, and heightened speeds and aggression. 
 
I appreciate the city in responding to fellow neighbors who have voiced their concerns 
regarding speeding, but I feel this is the wrong solution. 

189. The dividers in the maple ash Wilson neighborhood have caused more traffic along our 
house which is by 13th street. They also caused more people to speed more making it 
dangerous as a pedestrian to be around the blockades. As someone who works two jobs 
it just makes my commute even longer to get to either of my jobs. I just want to drive 
through my neighborhood to my home without being blocked by these signs. I don’t ever 
have time to attend these meetings because I work too much so I hope this message will 
be seen so at least someone understands the struggle from someone that works too 
much just to pay their expensive rent to be in this neighborhood.  
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190. As an ash neighborhood resident the barricades and road closures are not preventing 
speeding nor have I seen a decrease in traffic. It makes the neighborhood even more 
difficult to navigate and hard to access local businesses that need the support. I am 
against all of the traffic testing changes that have been implemented thus far. 

191. The blockades block my biking path to school. I’m not even biking fast. Speed bumps are 
far more efficient than blockades especially since people are just speeding around the 
blockades.  

192. The blocks makes it hard for my wheelchair to go through. Very Respectfully, Michael D.  

193. In trying to prevent people from speeding down neighborhood streets, which I commend, 
the city has created a situation in which a bunch of confused, freaked out, local motorists 
are trying to maneuver a maze and not paying attention to the road and other road users. 
Since these modifications went up, I have noticed a significant increase in people running 
stop signs and failing to notice pedestrians and cyclists, and I've even seen people 
running into the baracades. Fed up neighbors have also began to intentionally move 
baracades. Calming traffic might have been needed, but building a labyrinth out of 
orange plastic blocks within our neighborhood probably wasn't the best solution. Making 
your streets outright confusing isn't the same thing as traffic calming, even if you call it 
traffic calming. 

194. Hi, I am medically enable to go to the hospital by myself. As a senior citizen with frequent 
ambulance trips, I’m afraid the road obstacles make it harder for the ambulance to reach 
me. I have heart problems so each second matters. Please remove these road obstacles, I 
am scared the ambulance can’t make it in time.  

195. These have been a horrible nuisance that don’t seem to provide any measurable benefit. 
Any benefit found is grossly out of proportion with the great failure this project has been. 
It makes the neighborhood borderline unnavigable. Furthermore, some of the sections 
don’t allow bicycle passage. Please follow up. 

196. Hi, as someone who lives in Maple Ash and doesn’t drive (I bike), I already feel pretty safe 
biking here and I’m puzzled why *this* is the place to experiment with slowing down 
traffic when it’s Fast and Furious every night on University/Mill. Last week I saw a small 
car driver literally drive over the corner of sidewalk on 9th and Ash and almost hit a 
pedestrian who they didn’t seem to notice. Drivers will just get upset, confused and act 
recklessly in other ways if another 10% of stress is added to the already miserable 
experience of driving a car in the valley. 

197. The traffic mitigation strategies in the Maple and Ash neighborhood have lessened the 
amount of through traffic within the area, however, its peripheral impacts have 
significantly lessened the quality of these measures. As a result of these new traffic 
barriers, it has increased frustration among residents (and regular traffic) as they navigate 
the new geography of the streets, resulting in people driving in an unsafe manner to 
avoid these barriers and/or to express their frustrations. Further, the placement of certain 
barriers also make it unnecessarily difficult for residents to access local businesses and 
the main roads, whether it be by foot or vehicle. Its benefits are incredibly limited and I 
personally believe it would be more fruitful to improve upon the makeshift “roundabouts” 
within the neighborhood that have been notoriously ignored. If these were implemented 
at a larger scale (rather than it being a small obstruction in the middle of the road) then it 
would prove to be a more effective way of controlling and slowing down traffic in 
comparison to these barriers. Lastly if the barriers were to become permanent structures, 
I also worry about how they will negatively impact the visual aesthetic of the 
neighborhood— adding big walls where they make little sense could take away from the 
property values.  
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198. We own a condo at the corner of 9th Street and Wilson (xxx W 9th).  We have been 
trying to maneuver our way around the neighborhood while this testing has been in 
place.  We find that the mitigation strategy is quite a challenge getting to our unit. The 5 
different road closures make it difficult to get home no matter which main street we exit 
off.  We are weaving around numerous streets which means we are driving more in the 
various neighborhoods wasting time and gas.  Our taxes have paid for these streets and 
to maintain them.  We now feel like we are being punished for picking this neighborhood 
to live in.  Should it not be the persons who are causing all these changes who should be 
punished? If speeding seems to be the issue, why not spend the time and money 
monitoring the streets and giving out tickets to the speeders or any other traffic 
violators? We are already losing all our street parking or having to deal with all the rules 
that come with the various permits that are required (if we can even get a permit).  Now 
we are losing access to the streets we have spent years paying for.  Just because it can 
be done, doesn't always mean that it should be done or that it is the fairest or best way to 
be done.      

199. Hi, I would like to share the many concerns that I have heard regarding the impact of 
these road closures. I have a friend who lives on Maple and she shared that people are 
driving down the alley to avoid the closure by her house, and her recycling no longer gets 
picked up as the truck cannot get down the street and turn. Other people I know have 
shared that they also drive down alleys and have driven worse because they have been 
frustrated. Delivery drivers have an incredibly difficult time trying to get to and from 
deliveries and all in all it just seems like the negatives outweigh the positives. We 
appreciate the concept, but in reality it causes so much frustration and additional impacts 
that we would never have considered. We live on the corner of Roosevelt and Parkway 
and we have a child, so we are more than aware of cars and driving, but we weigh that up 
in our decision to live here. We love this neighborhood and part of that is having access 
to amenities and if we are trying to support our local businesses, we should not have to 
drive further and out of our way in order to get there or back. Driving more (and 
frustrated) and not being able to do recycling from home, doesn’t seem better for the 
environment or the neighborhood. I would love to hear about the next meeting about the 
future decision on this subject. 

200. These were ridiculous because they prevent people from getting to their destination In an 
efficient manor especially for out of town people following driving apps 

201. These barricades are such a pain in the ass. Whatever direction you need to go, 
guaranteed the stupid barricade is blocking it. I'm glad to hear the barricades are being 
moved and destroyed, maybe make mill and university more usable rather than fucking 
up the neighborhood. 

202. This isn’t your typical suburban neighborhood.  It’s got a bar right inside of it, there’s a 
train running right through it, and it’s next to one of the largest universities. If you have a 
problem with noise or cars coming through the neighborhood, it might be time to move.  

203. This is ridiculous. I live In Maple Ash and cannot get to 13th or University without an 
extended drive through the neighborhood or by getting stuck on Mill Ave. Coming home 
my options are 3 extra lights on Mill Ave or driving through the alley. Please don’t make 
this permanent. I feel like I’m being punished for living here.  

204. I sent a statement about the barricades in my neighborhood and you sent a reply that you 
did extensive outreach to us. No you didn’t. I own my house and have lived in my 
neighborhood for 26 years. I have a significant physical disability that hinders my mobility 
and driving is a must for me. I am always on top of what is happening in our 
neighborhood because I own and care about my house and fellow neighborhood. I am 
extremely disappointed in this barricade plan that I don’t feel is needed. I vote and let me 
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tell you I am not voting for any current city council members that approved this plan. 
Please do better especially for long term residence that own and pay taxes.  

205. We live on 17th and Farmer. The street closures being tested and proposed in the 
neighborhood have made getting around much more difficult. In this area, there are only 
two or three streets that provide north-south access: Roosevelt, Farmer and Ash. By 
closing down all three it has become exceedingly difficult to commute to work and visit 
local businesses, including Casey Moore’s, Perfect Pear, AZ Distillery, Cartel Coffee and 
Whole Foods. As it is currently laid out, we have to use Broadway, Hardy and Mill 
Avenues to chart a more circuitous route to these destinations which we consider 
“neighborhood businesses”. Separately, we walk our dogs in the neighborhood frequently 
and have noticed that the greatest safety hazard is the lack of sufficient lighting. We’ve 
had more issues with cars not seeing pedestrians, than with cars driving through. We 
would recommend pursuing better lighting and avoiding closing down streets which are 
essential to the normal functioning of people who live in the neighborhood.  

206. The barricades have made it very difficult for residents to navigate through the 
neighborhood especially to get to certain shops and businesses we frequent as locals (the 
Farmer’s Market, many restaurants along University) and I have seen police vehicles 
disregard the barricades entirely. I urge the city to reconsider the types of traffic calming 
measures.  

207. i think what was implemented is an extreme solution that does not address why the cut 
through traffic exists in the first place.  Some more moderate solution makes more sense.   
What are you doing to make traffic move more quickly on the streets intended for higher 
volume traffic? 

208. The road closures and diverters are incredibly inconvenient to neighborhood residents. I 
live on 9th and Farmer and now in order to come or go south I first have to get out onto 
university, which is already one of the worst points of congestion in town and will 
continue to get worse once the street car is active. I have lived in this neighborhood for 
over 10 years and I have never felt that the cut through traffic is bad enough to 
necessitate inconveniencing residents this much. Any sort of slowing methods are plenty 
effective without blocking any roads or turns. 

209. In the maple/ash neighborhood This is impedes not only mail carriers but also first 
responders such as ambulance 

210. I feel that the road blocks in the neighborhood of Mapple Ash are doing more harm than 
help. Mail carries, first responders and police officers are having a much more difficult 
time getting to where they need to. Bikers, skateboards and even handicapped 
individuals are very inconvenienced by this as well. Some having to travel blocks father in 
order to get home from home or to the store. As a mail carrier in the city of Tempe, I 
personally feel these road blocks should be taken down. I am hopful someone will read 
this and restore this wonderful neighborhood. Thank you 

211. The lack of communication, community input, and reasonability when implementing a 
traffic mitigation strategy is reprehensible. I would not be surprised if this is the work of a 
select few individuals who speak to the greater community good when in reality they are 
only fulfilling their own personal interests. Blocking off streets does not keep individuals 
unaware of the blocked off streets out of the neighborhood; it traps them, frustrated, 
wandering through more streets of your neighborhood.  

212. As a homeowner on Farmer South of 13th, this just moves the traffic issue into our 
neighborhood, which has created speeding and reckless driving on our side of 13th (I 
would say we are now at the level of traffic and aggression similar to when 13th was 
recently closed for construction).  At a bare minimum, Farmer would need to be closed 
off on Broadway as well.  
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13th will also now require additional 4 way stops, as it probably took me 10 minutes to 
cross 13th while walking my dogs to Mitchell Park last evening.  It was just an endless 
stream of vehicles driving down 13th. 
These mitigation strategies also seem to ignore the vast number of accessible alleys, 
which people are already starting to realize are a way around these barriers. 

213. I am a resident on the edge of this area. I have lived at Roosevelt and Parkway for 27 
years. I am unhappy with the closures.  I support traffic calming measures up to but not 
including closures. Thank you 

214. I have been a resident in this neighborhood for ~3 years. Since the traffic calming devices 
have been installed, I have noticed a concerning increase in drivers speeding through 
alleys. I regularly use one of these alleys for recreational walks, trash disposal, and 
entering my apartment (on foot, bicycle, and via automobile). I currently feel far less safe 
as both a pedestrian and a cyclist than I did before. Furthermore, some of these alleys 
have blind turns and nearly all of them connect to streets without any line of site to 
pedestrians on sidewalks.  
It appears to me that while there has been a mild reduction in traffic and speeding on the 
paved roads, there has been a more significant increase in traffic and speeding in these 
smaller roads which are not equipped with the infrastructure necessary for resident, 
pedestrian, and cyclist safety.  
Frankly, these changes don't appear to reduce incidents of unsafe driving, but rather 
redirect them to more dangerous routes.  
Instead of traffic redirection, I would be in favor of greater speeding enforcement, clearer 
speed limit signage, speed limit reduction, and an increase in infrastructure such as speed 
tables, chicanes, traffic footballs, bulb-outs, speed humps etc.  

215. As a resident of the Maple/Farmer/Ash neighborhood, a regular walker in the 
neighborhood, and a bicycle commuter, I would like to express my concern about the 
traffic mitigation plan in my neighborhood. It has now been several weeks since the 
installation of road blocks. From what I have witnessed so far, the plan is more disruptive 
than helpful. There are temporary reactions to a change of course, like the angry or 
confused drivers, or trucks that go right through the road blocks and make a mess. While 
this might not be the "right way" to provide the city with feedback, it should be 
understood that it valid feedback none-the-less. That people are willing to get out of their 
car and bodily move the barricades, drive on lawns, or risk damage to their car driving 
through the barricade proves that there is something wrong with this implementation.  
Still, those incidents will pass and the neighborhood will adjust. My issue is that in their 
current form and frequency the roadblocks divide the neighborhood into sections. It 
seems like the goal is not to 'control' the traffic but to 'stop' it all together. Not being able 
to drive through at all costs detracts from the neighborhood and its communal feel. This 
is a driving city after all. We have that 7 months of hell that shapes our experiences. In 
addition, this plan has disrupted regular vehicle services to the neighborhood such as 
garbage collection (our pickup has not been on time since the blockades have gone up), 
package delivery, rideshare services and, most importantly ambulance and emergency 
services pathing. 
I would also like to point out that the "rigorous" traffic pattern testing that went into the 
planning of this strategy was conducted at a time when major streets on each side of the 
neighborhood (Mill and University) were under major construction. You cannot produce 
valid data about 'regular' traffic patterns under such circumstances. Still, in the early 
stages, it seemed that in order to reduce traffic, we were going to block some streets 
strategically, add some stop signs and speed bumps, make some streets one way and 
others the other way. I thought the goal was to actually 'control' traffic so that 
commuters wouldn't choose to drive through the neighborhood during the trolley fiasco. 
All those options would have been fine. But, no. That useless waste of money trolley 
disrupted the traffic patterns on and around Mill and by extension in the neighborhood, 
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and somehow we decided to use that moment to overreact and carry forward. 
You know what this money could help? Get Mitchell park a bathroom that is available for 
public use. Add better lights around the volleyball and basketball courts so somebody 
actually can play in it (that goes hand in hand with having a bathroom). Fix the sad 
playground, plant some trees, install some art.. the neighborhood really needs better 
street lighting. Literally anything other than taking the neighborhood one more step in 
the direction of a gated community, at the behest of a minority of stakeholders who do 
not represent the greater community. 

216. I live on Farmer and this significantly increased my difficulty getting around the 
neighborhood. I believe this plan also increases frustration and time spent driving through 
the neighborhood as drivers are unaware of where to exit the maze that the barriers 
created. 

217. Dear City and Traffic Mitigation Planners and German Piedrahita and Laura Kajfez: 
Regarding the “Downtown Neighborhood Transportation Safety Plan:” 
I have experienced the “testing phase of the traffic mitigation plan” road closures – and, 
in short, I am not happy. 
I realize that the city is doing its best and I very much appreciate this “testing phase.” 
Thank you for offering us an opportunity to comment. 
My comment is that some other version of this plan needs to be tried. 
I happen to live in Campus Homes. Our immediate neighborhood has 268 homes in it – 
with 34 more immediately to the west of it that would ALL effectively be, “cut off” from 
traveling north to University Drive by car. Another more than 200 homes (not counting 
multifamily homes) to our immediate north (across 13th Street) would be similarly 
prevented from direct access to University Drive. 
I realize that we all have the opportunity to use Hardy Drive or Mill Avenue to travel north 
– but, as one example, the lane turning left from 13th Street onto Mill Avenue currently 
has a hard curb limiting that left turn lane to one – perhaps two – cars… not even 
counting the issue of having to then swing on the curve to the right, to cross the street 
car tracks, and manipulating the additional traffic lights and so forth to head on up Mill to 
University. 
Hardy Drive, with its narrow lanes would be another option, I realize – if the street can 
handle it. 
A third option is for all 500+ of our homes to head north up Ash, and then swing over to 
Maple at 9th. 
These all, with all due respect, sound like inconvenient messes to me. In short, this “Great 
Wall of Tempe” is a severe hindrance to our reaching a whole slew of restaurants and 
other business establishments on University – ones that many of us visit several times a 
week!  
Indeed, it easily adds (with lights) 10 minutes to me just driving over to visit my mother! 
Emergency vehicles are SIMILARLY slowed and hindered by this – when mere SECONDS 
can count! 
What exactly are we attempting to “fix” here anyway? “Cut through” by NON-
neighborhood residents can be solved by a careful set of “no turn” signs with rush-hour 
restrictions placed on University Drive and perhaps on Hardy and Mill – just as appear 
elsewhere in the city. 
Regarding “residential cut-throughs,” I’m afraid I consider Campus Homes to be in the 
same neighborhood as the homes to the immediate north and west of us – the 
“neighborhood” is University to Broadway, Hardy to the Railroad Tracks! Is “speeding” 
the problem? I haven’t noticed a severe problem with that since the wise installation of 
the speed humps and traffic circles – and more could be installed if that remains truly a 
problem. 
Once again, thank you for allowing us to experience the “test phase.” Having done so, I 
vote “no” on this one – but would be open to other options. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
xx West 14th Street Tempe, Arizona, 85281 

218. What efforts will you be doing to get our input after this horrible blockade of our 
neighborhood. I have lived and owned my house for 26 years and want to make my voice 
heard. I feel our tax dollars should be going to repair our toads in the neighborhood. 
There’s pot holes everywhere. This is more of a problem then people speeding through 
our streets.  

219. I lived on Laird for more then 35 years. Your purposed changes are making no sense to 
me at all. I am being forced to go to Hardy, where there is much traffic instead of being 
able to use Mitchell to then make a right onto University. Also coming in the other 
direction coming home being forced to make a left onto Hardy. With Mitchell being 
blocked cars are now using Laird to go to and from the park making a quiet street into a 
trailer area. 

220. Farmer is an important route for me to go from 17th Street to University.  Closing that 
will cause me and many neighbors undue hardship.  Students and workers.  I have never 
seen high-speed traffic on this route, and have traveled it numerous times.  You need to 
re-evaluate your proposals. 

221. Ash blockades are making it really difficult to get to and from my preferred businesses, 
my workplace and my friends living in the MAWF neighborhood. Please reconsider this 
design.  

222. It sucks dodging cars that are rallying through the alley ways where I walk my dog. It’s 
quite inconvenient making 4-5 right hand turns to get to Broadway or University from 
Howe. This is the biggest waste of recourses imaginable. I’m glad this came to fruit before 
the city council elections. 

223. Hello, I am a resident of 620 west howe street. Right in the corner of the proposed 
permant diverter on Howe and Judd. It has been terrible for my wife and I to get out of 
the neighborhood with the temporary nonsense you have placed into the neighborhood. 
We ask that you please replan for something that doesn't just cut the neighborhood like 
you are everywhere else very obnoxiously. My phone number is xxx if you would like to 
hear me tell you in person how awful your ridiculous diverters are. 

224. It’s been about a month since the testing phase has begun and at first I really didn’t like it. 
Since time has passed, I absolutely can’t stand it now. It’s a nightmare. It feel clunky, half 
thought out, and like there’s no smooth way to get around the neighborhood. Some of 
the ideas, I think are good. I like the speed cushion idea on 13th street. Closing off roads, 
and making it more complicated the visit friends in the neighborhood, is a horrible idea. 
Add more bottle necks, more traffic circles, speed bumps, and speed cushions. I know I’m 
not the only one who’s frustrated with this, because as I frustratedly drive the 
neighborhood, I keep see other people visibly frustrated. With the whole neighborhood 
frustrated, who is this proposed project for? Not only is it unnecessarily frustrating to 
navigate the neighborhood, but it also feels like a police state, with all of the security 
cameras all over the place. The proposed mitigation plan is a complete and utter mess. 
Please, consider some of the ideas I proposed, and maybe put more tax dollars into a few 
more street lights and sidewalks around the neighborhood.   

225. Hi my name is xx, I am a journalist and a resident of Mitchell Park. This is a nightmare, I 
live on Roosevelt and I have not spoke to one person who supports this project. I have 
witnessed and been woken up to cars ramming into the barricade on our street. This is a 
safety hazard and has only made the congestion worse. I've spoken to residents who 
have lived in these neighborhoods for many years and they are praying this is not 
implemented. It does not seem like any of the resident believe that this the proper use of 
this funding, it is like this was designed without speaking to anyone who actually resides 

488



in these neighborhoods. You do not need to keep this up for eight weeks in order to get 
the feedback you need. I find the City's response to the original concern and to the 
residents current frustrations extremely disappointing.  

226. I live on Farmer Ave (near Farmer and 13th). I do want to see more speed control tools 
and more attention to pedestrian safety such as the raised crosswalks and star diverters 
in the neighborhood. I have a young child and take frequent walks and find that some of 
the cars that drive through the neighborhood are frequently going at high/dangerous 
speeds.  
The closures and diagonal diversions on Farmer/Wilson/Roosevelt, however, have been a 
huge inconvenience for me when trying to reach my home from University Ave. I do not 
agree with the proposal to close Farmer and 10th to vehicles or divert them off Farmer to 
10th street. One of the reasons I chose to purchase a home in this neighborhood was the 
quick and easy access to downtown Tempe/University Drive and this diversion makes it 
incredibly inconvenient and forces me to use more gas and harm the environment even 
further.  

227. IN REGUARDS TO ROOSEVELT ST. WHY IS THIS A THING? WHO DOES THIS BENEFIT? 
AS A BUSINESS OWNER CUSTOMERS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD HAVE ISSUES REACHING 
OUR STORE. AS A RESIDENT I HAVE TO DRIVE AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD EXTRA 
JUST TO REACH MY HOUSE. I SEE NO BENEFIT. I HAVE TO DETOUR TWICE TAKING 13TH 
STREET OFF OF MILL AVENUE TO MY BUSINESS NOW CAUSING ME TO DRIVE EVEN 
FASTER THROUGH THE NEIGHBORHOOD. OTHER RESIDENTS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMPLAIN TO ME ABOUT HOW STUPID THIS IS AS WELL. PLEASE STOP THIS PLAN IT IS 
USELESS. 

228. This seems like a very NIMBY not in my backyard approach - by mitigating traffic in this 
area, how are other areas affected? Are you analyzing that? The area that is being given 
this money is wealthier and more vocal - what about other neighborhoods with traffic 
issues? 

229. I do NOT like taking extreme  circuitous routes to get to MY HOME or to get out!  Also 
very difficult for deliveries or services(like contractors and plumbing services that will be 
trying to find/get to my house tomorrow), or most recently the FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
2. If so worried about traffic patterns, why isn't anyone enforcing the traffic light/pattern 
at University & Ash? If that isn't working then why would anything else? 
3. I've heard some commentary about this encouraging more walking. I LIVE here. I 
already walk here. I walk to most of downtown Tempe weather permitting and if I don't 
have to carry much. 
4. It's not those of us who live here who are causing the traffic problems and blocking us 
from our homes is not a solution. 

230. Problems I've observed during the testing phase of the proposed traffic mitigation 
measures: 
- Increased speed and aggression from frustrated drivers 
- 13th/Apache and Mill intersection unable to handle increased left turn traffic. The turn 
lane get's clogged and prevents right turn and through movement.  
-Inability for neighbors to get in and out of their own neighborhood conveniently 

231. The road blockades are a waste of time and space. There is no reason to funnel traffic 
through roads that are too small and busy to begin with. I have never seen any speeding 
in this area as there are so many stops, roundabouts, and speed bumps already. I do not 
see why my neighborhood must be turned into a maze instead of adding a few more 
speed bumps and stop signs if there is any traffic problem. Time and money is being 
wasted on this project to solve an issue that does not exist. 
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232. About two weeks ago, I left the Pollo Supremo Restaurant by exiting their parking lot 
southbound on Ash Avenue.  I was detoured at 9th Street westbound toward Roosevelt 
Street.  Roosevelt southbound  all the way to 13th Street before I could head east towards 
Mill. During this, I was stopped by a train at 9th Street; got involved in Tempe High 
School’s afternoon traffic release and to cap it off, some sort of Police situation at Mill and 
Alameda.  All told, 25 minutes to get home – 2.1 miles.  Normal 10 minute drive.  More 
carbon spewed into the air than necessary.  Not cool. 

233. I am writing with a very strong protest against the traffic mitigation strategies that are in 
place in the downtown Tempe neighborhood area . These strategies only serve to 
congest, annoy and frustrate with the exception of a few people on Maple and Ash. Lets 
remember we live in a thriving university downtown with a great nightlife. Our city 
management is to consider what is for the the "Greater Good" for our city, not just a few 
that want less traffic going down "their" street. We have property in the area and we can 
not get out without having to go a mile out of the way. We can only go south and east. 
There are some businesses that we frequent that we just will stop going to because its 
just to difficult. I assure you businesses will be hurt by this and allies will become major 
ways to cut through.  

234. The traffic measures are making my getting around terrible. I sometimes cannot even 
figure out how to get home but follow the other cars trailing around to find the same 
route. This is absurd to pay to live in a neighborhood area where we can be locals and 
now we are forced away from our own streets. It has become a rats maze. I live on Ash at 
11th. I strongly oppose these blockades. We already are so slowed down (not against 
speed measures mind you) by stop signs, traffic humps, narrowed parts when cars are 
already parked on the street so it is virtually a one-way street almost everywhere - it is 
AWFUL. I cannot imagine how difficult this makes it for trash, delivery, etc. Plus it's 
adding more danger inadvertently. Horrible horrible example of city planning. 

235. I am strongly opposed to the street closures.  The reason for the increased traffic in the 
area is because of the shutting down of the traffic in the downtown area.  It has taken me 
over 30 minutes to drive on University from Mill to Rural.  I myself prefer to go around the 
main arteries as it is less congested and time consuming.  Please remove the barriers. 

236. I help run Casey Moore’s and these have created a headache for not only the staff but our 
patrons as well. Please don’t move forward with this plan. I’ve watched people get out of 
their cars and moved barricades, run them over, and directly drive on the sidewalks and 
lawns. It has been very dangerous with these lately walking, and has deterred some 
customers from coming, effecting the entire staff and their livelihoods.  

237. I am concerned how this will effect emergency traffic in the neighborhood. Police, fire, 
emt's etc.  First time someone dies or a house burns due to a delay in service by these 
barricades you may have a lawsuit of epic proportions......I bike the 'hood almost daily and 
the traffic previous to the barricades never seemed to be a problem.  Living in the area 
would be a big mess for most residents and businesses....JMHO 

238. The absolute ludicrousness of this barrier system set up on Maple /Ash/ Farmer. Is such 
an egregious safety concern, people can't get home, fire trucks can't get to the fire, police 
can't get to the emergency. For a city that's supposed to be priding itself on being 
progressive, this is a ridiculous idea ! 

239. The traffic barriers are a nuisance and unnecessary. I don’t know who’s idea this was but 
it’s definitely a bad one. I was perfectly fine with the way things were before. as a matter 
fact, I feel like my street is now busier due to the fact so many people get lost trying to 
find their way out of this neighborhood. It’s absolutely ridiculous —Take them down 
PLEASE!! 

490



240. This makes it extremely difficult to get home. All of the traffic that was going through the 
neighborhood now has to go through Hardy and Mill. Because of high levels of traffic and 
construction, this makes navigating the area very difficult. I agree with speed control 
measures, but just straight up blocking roads prevents traffic flow.  

241. I commented before about how I did not like these traffic barriers, and after a few weeks 
living with them, I felt the need to comment again about how awful they are. They have 
turned a simple, easy to navigate neighborhood into a nightmare labyrinth of detours and 
turns. 
I guarantee these will only result in more frustrated and speeding drivers. I have not 
spoken to a single local who thinks these are a good idea. Please, PLEASE do not make 
these fixtures permanent. 

242. Just a quick comment expressing that these barricades in the neighborhood are, at best, 
silly, and at worst, dangerous. I understand the desire to lessen traffic through the 
neighborhood, but this simply cannot be the way. There are many people who actually 
live in this neighborhood, and we all need to get around within it. I do hope you all 
reconsider this plan.  

243. I am opposed to the traffic interventions being tested in my neighborhood. I don’t believe 
it has cut down on traffic. I know for a fact it has increased frustration among residents 
and other drivers. Please do not implement this radical plan permanently.  

244. The most inconvenient setup possible, irritating anyone who utilized those streets to 
travel through the neighborhood. Was there any thought that went into this??  
I live in this neighborhood and frequent the surrounding businesses. These barriers have 
caused my travel time to triple, even quadruple. Extremely annoying   

245. This is a terrible plan please end this insanity. 

246. The street closure on Roosevelt/9th has caused confusion and illegal vehicular manuvers 
at a dead end situation for NB vehicles.  A 3 point turn is required; I have seen vehicles 
parked on the street that prevent a safe 3 point turn around at that end.  I've seen 
vehicles using residents driveways to safely make a 3 point turn.  I watched vehicles move 
barricades, drive over them, etc. to have access either north or south bound.  I've 
watched vehicles drive over residential lawns in order to continue NB or SB.  I have 
witnessed more commercial vehicles on 9th Street as motorists navigate how to either 
enter or exit the neighborhood.  With Roosevelt being a signalized intersection at 
University, the closure may be too close.  Possibly a closure mid way at a traffic circle a 
few blocks south may be more appropriate to allow more movement into and out of the 
neighborhood.  This plan was devised prior to the pandemic.  Now, many people uses 
delivery services (grocery, UberEats, DoorDash, rideshare, amazon, fedex, UPS, etc. which 
are vehicles invited into the neighborhood based upon the residents request.  That was 
unplanned when the mitigation plan was created.  It would be nice to know the feedback 
from city services (trash, police, emergency/fire/EMT, flood irrigation, etc. ) on the 
proposed plan to determine community fit. 

247. The road closures and diverters are an inconvenience. It has not helped with traffic or 
safety. People have spewing around trying to figure out where they need to get. With the 
star divider people are are going up over the curb in order to turn around in order to get 
to where they need to go. These are all horrible ideas to help with traffic.  

248. I am a resident in the neighborhood residing on Maple Ave in between University and 9th 
St. 
It has personally caused an inconvenience (especially the closure on 10th St/Maple and 
diversion on Ash/9th St). However, this is fine since I can also use the alleys to travel 
to/from my home. 
My biggest complaint is that the traffic has increased considerably in the alley connecting 
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Maple, Ash, 9th St (just behind Blaze Pizza). It seems like people have figured out a way 
to get around the diversion on Ash/9th by using the alley. Personally I do not consider 
this as safe for the neighborhood. Many homeless people hang out in that alley as well. 

249. Personally, I never felt unsafe walking, biking, or driving in my neighborhood due to 
traffic. Therefore, I think the mitigation strategies can be removed entirely. Another 
option would to add more of the extended curbs that cut into the road or add more 
round-about at the major intersection.  

250. Though I appreciate the efforts currently taking place, the current calming devices have 
been hugely disruptive to those of us who live in the community. I would recommend 
putting more of the small circles in at the problematic intersections or more speed humps 
to help with traffic calming instead of preventing cars from traveling down the full street.  

251. This testing phase is a danger to us residents that own houses in the neighborhood.  I 
have a disability and had requested an Uber driver over the weekend.  He was unable to 
figure out how to get to my house and required me to walk to him at the barrier.  I have a 
history of falling weekly and I could have fallen walking this distance.  What about if I 
need to call 911 for medical help?  Will they be able to get to my house in time.  You did 
not think this over for us vulnerable citizens.  I want to be notified when you will be 
meeting on any recommendations from this study.  You need to be including disabled 
citizens! 

252. Please, please, please get rid of the barriers and road closures in our neighborhood!. My 
husband and I have owned our home on 14th Street since 1977. Getting anyplace now is 
complicated and stressful. We do not experience problems with cut through traffic and 
are pleading with the city to remove the barriers so we can move freely around our 
neighborhood again. Respectfully, 
 

253. The traffic blockages have significantly worsened my quality of life. I am very busy and it 
is extremely upsetting that I cannot drive down the street where I live and I cannot even 
ride my bike easily because the barricades force me to ride on the sidewalk, which is 
UNSAFE. I cannot spend extra time driving blocks out of my way to reach my own home. 
This has been a HORRIBLE plan and I cannot imagine the sadistic and evil imaginations of 
whoever designed this. Must be rich people who don’t have to go to work every day and 
deal with this awful obstruction.  

254. Thank you for attempting to improve the safety of the roads however the 
closures/barricades are not only a horrible invconvienice, I dont think they are making 
streets any safer.  Please reconsider this strategy and DO NOT keep the barricades. 

255. Good idea, bad execution.  The barricades are a little too heavy handed.   
It makes the driving a car through the neighborhood impractical while riding a bicycle for 
transportation outside of the neighborhood is unsafe and unpractical.   
The barricades would probably be better accepted in the long run if Tempe was also 
putting protected bike lanes on the main roads.   

256. The current barricade situation that is being tested is not a good idea. This creates a 
physical barrier that cuts off the surrounding neighborhood from easy access to our local 
businesses and establiments. Living just south of these areas I feel divided from the parts 
of Tempe that I love, and instead it feels like the city is creating a district for only the 
luxury condos surrounding Mill ave and the lake. I understand wanting to help with traffic, 
as our recent population boom has made this worse, but do not do so at a detriment to 
those who reside within the neighborhood itself. 

257. This was a terrible idea and those of impacted should have been consulted directly. Most 
people don't choose to participate in these so-called neighborhood associations. They 
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were giving way too much authority to speak for us and the community is quite resentful. 
That was authority we never yielded to them. I feel my trust in this city and it's leadership 
has been severely eroded.  
You've literally divided our community and created operational challenges in our life we 
didn't ask for or consent to.  
The barricades themselves get vandalized, knocked over and moved all the time creating 
a hazardous situation. Contrary to the  lie I've seen a council member state, they're not 
sturdy, safe, or to heavy to push around. 
The study is taking place at an atypical time so any data collected by will be meaningless 
and useless from a planning perspective. 
This terrible experiment should be brought to a swift before someone gets hurt and we 
end up having to pay a huge settlement.  

258. I am happy for those folks on Farmer and Ash who have seen a reduction in traffic 
however, it appears to have simply dispersed the traffic elsewhere. The traffic on  11th 
street appears to have tripled and so has the speed in which people drive down it. We 
bought this house because it was on a nice, quiet street and not a main avenue. The alley 
behind our house has become a dangerous cut through and the potholes down 11th and 
Mitchell are out of control. I am therefore not in favor of these new traffic mitigation 
patterns and would be happy with nice big speed bumps instead. It shouldn’t take maze 
navigation to get to my own home. 

259. I was not aware of the two years of prework and meetings for this traffic mitigation test.  I 
have lived near 14th and Roosevelt for more than 30 years, but that is one block out of 
the area in question.  As such, I guess it is 'their neighborhood' (boundaries Mill, 
University, Hardy, 13thst) but it has always seemed to be part of my neighborhood to me.  
Being out of the boundary of the project by one block, I would imagine that is why I never 
received meeting notices or similar. 
Getting to the point, I am against all the new proposed new traffic features being tested: 
road closures, forced turn intersections, etc.  I find the cure proposed is worse than the 
disease.  People will continue to cut through this neighborhood, but on different streets, 
requiring several stops and turns, ending up with MORE people spending MORE time 
trying to drive through the neighborhood. 
At some previous time, it was deemed that the amount of traffic on Roosevelt and Farmer 
required stoplights on University Drive.  That is still the case, but now Roosevelt and 
Farmer will essentially stop a few blocks south of University Drive and the traffic will be 
dispersed every which way through the neighborhoods they serve.  This hardly seems to 
be a solution to reducing traffic, it just redirects traffic, and disperses the same traffic in 
different parts of the neighborhood. 
 
Clearly the traffic in this neighborhood has increased due to two primary reasons: 
1)  More people driving in the downtown Tempe area (courtesy of City of Tempe 
approved development) 
2)  Congestion on major thoroughfare roads (University and Mill primarily) 
 
Why not work on studies to implement timed lights on Mill Avenue and University? 
If the east west traffic on University Drive could be altered from stop and go to a more 
consistent ~ 35 MPH (or similar) timed flow, and likewise north south flow on Mill on to 
Apache could be similarly regulated, then less people would abandon these roads.  With 
the introduction of the new Trolly, consistent traffic flow on Mill and Apache should also 
be beneficial. 
As I am a homeowner outside of the immediate 'DNTSP' area (by one block), I would 
imagine my voice is less important than those who live within the boundaries.  But as a 
'near' neighbor, I just want to convey that I am not at all in favor of the proposed traffic 
mitigation elements being currently tested.  
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Thanks for your consideration, 
xx W 14th St 
Tempe AZ 85281 
 

260. This traffic mitigation is a nightmare. I cannot even drive through my own neighborhood, 
to get to places in my own neighborhood. I’ve seen countless cars go around a barrier just 
to make U-Turns around the corner to turn around and bypass the barriers. It feels more 
unsafe now, especially since drivers are constantly getting angry about the barriers and 
driving around them/destroying them. This entire plan is the most ridiculous thing I’ve 
seen 

261. The traffic testing needs to be re-evaluated effect of immediately.  
The tests are trapping the many people in the neighborhoods & the danger to local 
residents has increased due to frustrated drivers spending up to 30 minutes trying to 
navigate out of northern tempe. With Mill Ave closed, there is more traffic than ever in 
the neighborhood. It is no longer safe to travel, especially at night, unless while walking in 
the side walk due to the confusion. Local residents are not able to get to their jobs in a 
timely manner. Please cut this testing period short as we as a community of neighbors 
and small local businesses cannot manage the influx of tourism that happens in the month 
of March and the traffic that it brings.  
What would be very helpful, would be if the City of Tempe could prevent the massive 
numbers of hired construction workers from parking illegally in the historic neighborhood.  

262. While I understand the rationale behind the mitigation plan, I have a few concerns about 
the actual implementation of the plan.  
 
Since the traffic diverters have been erected, I have noticed an increase in aggressive 
driving around the diverters. I live on the corner of Wilson and Howe, so I'm in the center 
of four different traffic mitigation centers, and all day and night I hear cars and trucks 
revving their engines, speeding down my street, and engaging in risky behavior (going 
onto the sidewalks, stopping abruptly before the diverters, etc.) to get around the 
diverters. I feel as though we've traded out people cutting through the neighborhood for 
angry, aggressive drivers. I would say the angry drivers are more dangerous, and are my 
main concern. I wish that people didn't respond with rage and aggression to a mild 
inconvenience, but they do, and it makes me concerned for my safety walking in the 
neighborhood.   
 
I am also concerned about the ability of emergency vehicles to navigate the 
neighborhood. If one is unfamiliar or doesn't drive the neighborhood daily, the layout 
feels labyrinthine in nature, and hitting a dead end or getting turned around is inevitable. 
In fact, when the traffic diverters were first put into place, I couldn't figure out how to get 
out of my own neighborhood.    
 
I also feel that the traffic mitigation plan makes it harder for those that actually live in the 
area to drive through their own neighborhood. In an effort to stop speeding and people 
cutting through the residential streets, it feels like the residents of the area are being 
punished. Again, I understand the decision behind the traffic mitigation. But I think there 
must be a better solution to preventing people from cutting through than making the 
neighborhood near un-driveable for the residents.  

263. I’ve noticed significantly more near misses between vehicles vs pedestrians and vehicles 
vs bicyclists at the locations of traffic control devices 

264. I am a resident of Tempe that understands the importance of creating walkable and safe 
neighborhoods. I regularly walk and drive thought the Maple-Ash neighborhood. I feel 
that the implemented solutions are poorly designed and harm the overall flow of the 
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area’s car traffic while doing nothing to help pedestrians . I support better crosswalks, 
bike markings, raised intersections and other traffic calming devices. However, closing 
steeets and forcing people to turn when they don’t want to is poor planning. I have 
witnessed frustrated drivers speed though the neighborhood after seeing their routes 
closed. Closing routes also makes people have to drive more through the neighborhood. I 
question if this is increasing the length/emissions of car tips? 

265. This is THE worst road blockage. I have to cross this neighborhood multiple times a day 
and it is a major inconvenience to have to constantly go around all of the blocked streets. 
I don’t understand the point of this. I have lived in this neighborhood since 2011 and have 
never had an issue with traffic until these diversions were installed. Please please 
pleaseeee don’t make this permanent.  

266. this is literally insane and very inconvenient it has to stop. not a single person is 
appreciating being used as a lab rat. 

267. These traffic mitigation strategies are detrimental to our neighborhood. I have lived and 
worked here for 6 years and love the access this neighborhood USUALLY gives myself 
and my neighbors to support local business (such as my own). With these new barriers, it 
makes my usual 2 minute commute to CorePower in Tempe upwards of 7 minutes. A 
usual 3 minute drive to the Farmers market is now a circle around Mill and University, 
which is A LOT more dangerous, chaotic, and a great opportunity to get in an accident. I 
have never had an issue with the traffic before in this neighborhood, it’s generally quiet 
and most people are respectful drivers. PLEASE give us our neighborhood BACK. Remove 
the traffic mitigation.  

268. I don't enjoy feeling severed from my own neighborhood.  
I understand the goal of the closures, blockades, diversions is traffic mitigation -- but this 
doesn't mitigate traffic, it redirects it to different areas, maybe in from in front of people's 
houses who make the decisions -- to reconcentrating it elsewhere. As such this feels like 
I'm being red-lined, or redistricted, or gerrymandered on the way I navigate a 
neighborhood where I have loved to live for the past twelve years. It doesn't feel good.  
I understand the goal, but I don't think that keeping residents from navigating their 
neighborhood is the answer. I can understand and support traffic calming endeavors, as 
have already been instituted in our neighborhood. But I whole-heartedly oppose blocking 
and completely rerouting a part of people's everyday lives. Is this the best, or the only 
idea, from a professional proposal? Surely there are better-suited possibilities. What 
about alternating one-way streets, like if Maple and Wilson are northbound, Ash and 
Roosevelt are southbound, and Farmer remains a two way connection in the middle? 

269. I recently moved to the Mitchell Park west neighborhood and have learned about the 
traffic mitigation project.  In reviewing some of the proposed changes, I’m a bit confused 
about the McKemy road closure.  The proposed plan is to close this road and add a public 
space, correct?  For what purpose, there is already a park.  It’s seems that this road 
provides an easy access point to to the park, therefore the closure seems unnecessary.  If 
anything, the closure has made it harder to access University.  The influx of traffic down 
Hardy, makes it much harder to reach the traffic lights and the road seem very congested.  
In the short time I’ve lived here, I hardly notice cars driving north or south on McKemy, 
except for accessing the park.   The street is quiet but mighty, giving community 
members a way to access our homes efficiently and a direct path to the park.  What I 
would highly suggest and strongly encourage is ample street lighting and neighborhood 
sidewalks. I see students use many of the neighborhood streets, including Elna Rae, as a 
throughway.  Providing lighting and a safe space for all community members to walk 
makes more sense then closing a critical access point.  

270. The testing of the traffic mitigation strategy in our neighborhood is causing a lot of 
headaches. Getting to our home from ASU and Mill avenue or places in University is 
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almost impossible. Also, the traffic in University continue to increase and cause major 
backups at all hours due to the diverted traffic from the neighborhood streets. We live in 
a corner with a 4th way stop, since the divertion, we also noticed a hughe increase in the 
number of cars that don't stop or even slow down. I think this is a result of the level of 
frustration caused by the inability to navigate the neighborhood. Rather than doing the 
very inconvenient study and wasting our tax payers dollars, you all need to focus on 
safety, by enforcing traffic laws and having police monitor and issue tickets for folks that 
don't even stop on the stop signs. Please remove those barriers ASAP 

271. I live in University Park (S Oakley Pl) and like to use the dog park on Mitchell. Last week I 
attempted to get there and was extremely confused and frustrated with the mitigations. 
There was nothing obvious about which street might go through or would be closed. In 
my frustrations, I actually ended up driving much faster and had to do several U-turns. I 
am sympathetic to residents wanting safer speeds in their neighborhood but turning it 
into a maze doesn't seem the best way. I would much prefer traffic circles that require 
slower speeds to negotiate and speed bumps. 

272. It took me forever just to get to Casey Moores from the neighborhood. Crazy! 

273. Makes it harder for me to drive home in the evening, forcing a right turn on Mill from 
University. Very busy intersection where students, on cell phones, have stepped in front 
of my car. Using a side street to 13th is safer. 

274. this is the absolute most obnoxious obstruction of my daily flow. i live at Ash and 10th. 
please don’t ever do this again. seriously the most annoyingly infuriating disruption of 
traffic flow. i have to circle the entire block to get out of my neighborhood and it’s 
absolutely the worst.  

275. I understand the purpose of these blockages, as speeding is a danger for any 
neighborhood, especially one like Maple Ash that is such a central location and nearby 
campus. However, these blockages make it nearly impossible for law-abiding residents to 
navigate Maple Ash and Mitchell Park neighborhoods. Though the intent was clearly for 
safety and all the right reasons, I would argue that these blockages are deterring 
residents from traveling through an already very difficult-to-navigate and construction-
heavy area of Tempe than they are deterring people from breaking the law.  

276. What kind of nonsense is this? Love Casey Moores but decided to start going to 
restaurants in Scottsdale where roads make sense instead. 

277. I have filled this out once before, but I am changing my mind based on witnessing 
multiple neighborhood traffic activities.   
I take my dog for a walk through the neighborhood a couple days a week and have 
noticed about three times the amount traffic on the roads I usually walk down.  Certainly 
it is because of all the blockades that make drivers detour deeper into the neighborhood 
to dodge other detours.  This is probably causing drivers to get lost in the neighborhood 
maze, possibly forgetting the blockades were there to begin with if they have been their 
before.  Every time I walk my dog, I see at least 2 drivers doing u-turns at blockades.  This 
is probably Uber or Lift drivers trying to find their way to pick up locals.  I am certain 
emergency vehicles would have the same problem!  Not only that, but causing drivers to 
turn constantly gives them less preview line of sight on what is ahead like bicyclists or 
walkers.  On Howe and Roosevelt, I almost watched a bicyclist nearly get hit by a car after 
the car was forced to turn off Judd going towards Farmer.  I don't blame the driver, 
because it's not like he could see through houses or trees as to what was coming up.  A 
safe driver is an aware driver, and these twists and turns take that away from them as 
well as endanger locals.  These barricades are the literal embodiment of the opposite of 
safety. 
If the city is worried about the speeding Farmer traffic, I am not sure why the city doesn't 

496



just contract a company or single contractor(s) to do more artistic garden aesthetic 
round-abouts.  Even raised crosswalks would be an improvement from the current state 
of things.  Their should never be complete detours that cause more street cars circling 
and discombobulate drivers into confusing states where they are likely to hit pedestrians 
or bicyclists. 
I completely disagree that any infrastructure money should go toward these barricades.  
Please remove these barriers before they increase your statistics of injury or death. 
 
P.S. Some speed humps through-out the neighborhood could use a bright new fresh coat 
of vibrant visible paint if you are going to spend infrastructure funds on anything. 

278. For some time I’ve been planning to submit my thoughts on the recent “traffic calming” 
devices temporarily installed on Maple, Ash, Farmer, Wilson, etc. streets. I trust it is not 
too late to provide my perspective. Please reassure me by email that the following will be 
included in the neighborhood assessment of this situation.  
 
I have lived at xxxx S. Maple Avenue since 1976. I have owned the house since 1991. I am 
possibly one of the longest residing owners in the neighborhood. I’m hoping that my 
opinion might carry some weight, therefore. I would like to state categorically that I am 
against these traffic blockages, particularly the one on the south side of Maple Avenue 
and 10th Street. This one affects me the most, but all of the traffic blockages have created 
a literal maze for my neighbors and me. I cannot drive north or west to, for example, the 
202, without backtracking wildly through streets that I would not otherwise have to 
disturb with my traffic pattern. I cannot drive north on Mill Avenue (Mill Avenue! A prime 
destination and route) without going around the block: south on Maple, west on 11th, 
north on Ash, east on 10th to Mill, since 11th and Mill is a right turn only. I can’t even 
describe how hard it is to drive from my house to get to University Avenue to head west 
or to Hardy or Priest to head north. It is a labyrinth. It used to be so easy. These 
barricades are not slightly inconvenient; they are a major inconvenience for the people 
who live here. You can’t make access harder for all the people who live here for the sake 
of preventing a few people who don’t live here. 
 
My overall impression of all of these traffic blockages is that it is all overkill. It is an 
extreme solution to an unproven problem. I have not received any real evidence—just 
anecdotal opinion—that my street or the neighborhood is inundated with “pass through” 
traffic. I certainly haven’t noticed it in the past 5 or so years (and even before that) since 
the ridiculous and puny and ugly little roundabouts were installed on Maple and other 
places in the neighborhood. That too was overkill. The city could have saved itself money 
merely by installing stop signs on all of the corners where the roundabouts are and 
dangerous corners like 10th street, which does not stop at all between Mill and Farmer. 
Stop signs would constitute more effective traffic calming than roundabouts. Even after 
those were put in, I didn’t notice any persistent “pass through” traffic that amounted to 
any palpable concern. It has been a very long time since I have noticed any over-the-
speed-limit-driving on my street that could qualify as problematic “pass through” traffic—
ten years at least. 
 
 
 
The barricades are in fact counterproductive since the temporary installation was done. 
There are cars driving all over the neighborhood because they can't figure a way out. Just 
today, as I was walking my dog, people were speeding down alleys or driving in all 
directions trying to figure out what streets were not blocked. There must have been an 
event nearby the neighborhood because there were more parked cars and people driving 
around than I have seen in a long time. And the barricades have only added to the 
confusion--and the traffic! 
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I would like to know what the actual statistics are. First, how many cars are owned by 
neighborhood residents? What is the total number? That would give a base number for 
traffic caused by cars that actually belong in the neighborhood. Nor can you count 
“traffic” caused by delivery trucks or service vehicles, which provide wanted services. 
Next, how many extra cars above the number that belong here travel through the 
neighborhood that would qualify as causing a traffic problem? Surely, the city has done 
some sort of quantitative analysis. Surely, it can’t be relying on individual opinions to go 
to the potential expense of installing such drastic and unneeded traffic control measures 
as these barricades.  
 
Going back to the barricade on my street, I protest that it has doubled traffic on my 
section of Maple since cars and trucks enter it and then have to turn around when they 
encounter the barrier. This should have been mitigated by better temporary signage, but 
it didn’t, which can only be attributed to poor planning. 
 
This same barricade has also caused a real inconvenience: recycling and green refuse 
trucks are prevented from picking up my and my immediate neighbors’ bins. The trucks 
are too big to turn around on a narrow street like Maple between 10th and 11th.  I am 
required to drag my two bins weekly down to the end of the block on 11th and drag them 
back after being emptied. These so-called traffic-calming barriers are aimed at people 
who don’t live in the neighborhood. But you can’t provide a solution that actually harms 
people who live here. The alleged trade-off is not worth it: that the residents get fewer 
vehicles passing through in exchange for these draconian fixes. The cure is worse than the 
“disease” because in my experience there is no serious problem of pass-through traffic, 
and unless this can be proved empirically, the inconveniences of lack of access to regular 
routes through the neighborhood and recycling pickup for the residents is proving to be 
indeed burdensome.  
 
The residents at the south ends of Maple and Ash may not suffer from the barricades as 
much as the north ends do. So, it is not fair to weigh their opinion equally. They are not 
inconvenienced at all, but we are. Put the barricades at their end of the streets and see if 
they like it. I doubt they would.  
 
If people want to live in a cul-de-sac, they should move to a cul-de-sac. I do not want to 
live in a cul-de-sac. I want normal driving access into and out of my home and street. I 
also believe my property values will go down. The maze-like access created by these 
barricades will turn off buyers. Real estate agents will have to list restricted access to the 
homes. 
 
Please stop this unnecessary and irrational overkill attempt to "calm" traffic in my 
neighborhood where I have lived happily for over 40 years. I have spoken to a number of 
my closest neighbors. They feel the same way I do.  
Sincerely, 

279. I live in this neighborhood and this is by far the DUMBEST of all your policies that you've 
implemented which is really saying something. This BS "traffic control" is making our lives 
a living hell just to navigate my own damn neighborhood. What a joke. You are all clowns. 
End this immediately or I will make it my life goal to vote each and every one of you 
assholes out of office. You will never be able to hold down a dog catching position. I 
cannot put into words how much I HATE our local government and you asshats who 
make our lives a living hell for no reason. Take your head out of your ass. The least you 
bozos can do is take us out to a nice dinner before you decide to fuck us. You're dumb. 
Your coworkers are dumb. We are led by low IQ morons jabronis. Trump was right about 
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you lifelong beauracrats who have 0 real life skills. Pound sand idiots.  
Sincerely,   

280. The traffic mitigation features in and around the Maple-Ash and Wilson neighborhoods 
have been fairly disruptive for our family. As residents of the Gililland neighborhood, we 
use side streets that snake through Maple-Ash and Wilson on our trips to the park, and to 
get groceries and food. We try to visit these places on foot when we can, but sometimes 
need to use the car. The road blockages are highly inconvenient. We often use the 
neighborhood streets in order to avoid left turns onto the increasingly busy University 
Drive.  

281. I am against the proposed traffic mitigation plan as it is designed now. I live just one 
street away from this plan, yet our neighborhood was never considered in the design. I 
walk, drive and bike through out Tempe and I try to minimize my driving - but this design 
make me drive way out of my way and added time/gas to just get to downtown Tempe 
for my RX /Groceries needs. Sometimes my asthma requires me to drive instead of bike.  
 
The need for this mitigation plan is due to the density created with Downtown Tempe. All 
neighborhoods have been impacted. Why does one neighborhood get to block traffic 
from neighborhood to neighborhood? 
How would Maple/Ash-Wilson like it if we blocked 13th/Roosevelt, 13th/Wilson and 
13th/Farmer ?  
What exactly is the traffic plan trying to mitigate? Speed? 2. Volume? 3. just cars that are 
not part of the neighborhood  
 To me it appear #3. If so - they shouldn’t be allow to do that - they are not an HOA with 
“gates”. I have as much right to drive thru their neighborhood as they drive through 
mine…and they do.  
 
I could support some of the diverters if Farmer remains open.  
How would Maple/Ash-Wilson like it if we blocked 13th/Roosevelt, 13th/Wilson and 
13th/Farmer ?  

282. This is just crazy! It’s making it incredibly hard for residents to navigate, especially those 
near the ash and 9th intersection. I think implanting one way streets with more/higher 
speed bumps would be a smarter option.  

283. I am not in favor of this change. This will make it very difficult for people who live south of 
13th St to get to University. We will be forced to go to Hardy or Mill which doubles, even 
triples, the time to get to a destination. The speed bumps, traffic circles, & existing tactics 
to deter drivers in the neighborhood is enough. Please do not close these roads to 
vehicles.  

284. As this awful experiment comes to a close, I would like to let you know that I vehemently 
oppose any further action regarding traffic in the maple ash farmer Wilson neighborhood. 
The only exception being addressing the vehicles who continue to drive south through 
university on Ash. 
 
The answer to traffic problems is simply to make the main roads more desirable to drive 
down. Stop putting in roundabouts and opt for 4 way stops instead.  
 
Traffic is like water, it will flow where it is least restrictive.  

285. I’m currently sitting at a bench at ninth Street and Ash watching one frustrated driver 
after the next try to figure out how to navigate this neighborhood. Some drivers literally 
yelling “fuck!” out their window as they approach the barricades. This may be reducing 
traffic in the neighborhood slightly but it certainly increases traffic elsewhere. As if traffic 
wasn’t bad enough around the Mill Avenue area to begin with… now we have this AND 
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the trolley. Why is it that traffic is so bad in the first place? Maybe it’s because Tempe is 
building luxury condos/apartments on every corner possible cramming so many people 
into a such a small area. The term traffic calming is funny to me. I remember when they 
put some traffic calming structures in my neighborhood on 5th Street and Hardy. Is traffic 
better in that neighborhood now? No, everyone just drives into that huge bike lane on 
accident being that the traffic calming structure makes it look like a lane for cars. I have 
to say, I don’t think turning the neighborhood into a maze is a great idea. Just my two 
cents.  

286. I just left a comment but realized I forgot a few things. Bicycles can barely get through 
which is insane. How does this affect mail carriers? Did the home owners in the 
neighborhood vote on this? I would definitely be surprised if the majority of them were in 
favor of this. I also wonder if this is affecting bus routes and the lives of people that 
depend on public transportation.  

287. I live at 10th and ash and the barriers are big negative for me. They have essentially 
removed easy access to university Dr west of mill.  
 
This has caused me to exhibit two negative behaviors. First I have stopped visiting local 
restaurants in this area such as perfect pear/little Szechuan due to them being difficult to 
access. Second If I want to go somewhere farther west like hardy on university rather 
than turning left onto it from farmers I now drive through the neighborhood All the way 
to hardy which totally defeats the purpose of the barriers.  
Basically I just want access to lighted left turn onto university.  

288. when does this end? i hate it :) 

289. Hate it.  Can not travel  

290. The street blockages are disruptive. I would prefer to have no changes and leave the 
neighborhood as is. I did not notice any problems with traffic prior to the blockades going 
up. I live on Farmer and 13th, and the road that people speed through is 13th, not Farmer. 
It is very bothersome to not be able to get to my home without driving put of the way to 
the south or west of the neighborhood to get around the blockades. 

291. Barricades are inconsiderate of people with mobility issues. They are inconsiderate of all 
the working delivery drivers trying to get orders into the neighborhood. Especially bad 
for people who rely on tips for their income. On Saturday March 5th Mill Ave was closed, 
meaning the main route to my business was inaccessible. People coming to my business 
had to drive through the mess of barricades in the neighborhood to come in.  

292. We have been patient for a month but the testing can absolutely not go on after 8 weeks.  
These blockades are so extremely distributive to residents’ lives.  As a new buyer in the 
area, they make me regret purchasing.  I don’t have the direct routes I valued when I 
made the decision to move forward I the neighborhood.  As someone who valued the 
original routes available to me and who finds the constant turning around of cars bexiae 
I’d the barricades to be dangerous, I hope they will be permanently removed soon.  

293. Living in this neighborhood for years, I find this current "traffic mitigation" plan testing to 
be incredibly frustrating. I spend significantly more time and more gas driving circuitously 
to get home. I am in favor of roundabouts and speed humps, but NOT in favor of these 
street blockages. What these road blockages REALLY do is CREATE MORE POLLUTION, 
CREATE MORE RESIDENT FRUSTRATION, AND ARE NOT HOW I WANT MY TAX 
DOLLARS SPENT!!! 
 
My family has lived in this house for 41 years and this plan is the most ridiculous and 
frustrating of the Tempe plans I've ever seen. Honestly, this would be a reason for me to 
leave the neighborhood, which would be a very sad result of your horrible "plan". 
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I don't understand the motivation for this plan. It seems to be catering to big 
business/huge apartment complexes. Tempe is becoming a sell-out. Very sad. 

294. This is the most inconvenient, backwards, and downright stupidest thing you could do. 
The consulting firm should be fired because on what planet does what was implemented 
here make sense?  
 
If you want to reduce speeds, add more speed bumps. There are literally 2 in a 6 block 
straight. Create one ways to direct traffic. but don’t close off streets that has residents 
completely unable to access University without having to drive in circles.  
 
I can’t imagine anyone would be in favor of this. I hope you get many many negative 
comments because this should be dismantled and never discussed again.  

295. The barricades and corner dividers littered all throughout the neighborhood are AWFUL. 
Every time I try to go anywhere in the neighborhood I struggle to get where I want to go. 
This idea is garbage and I don't see why the city is trying to limit traffic anyway. Leave it 
the way it's always been, there wasn't an issue that needed "solved". 

296. I live on Farmer Ave.   I own rental properties in the neighborhood south of my residence.   
Two of my properties are just a few blocks away are now are very difficult to get to.  
When meeting vendors or doing work on the houses myself, it is very time consuming 
and inconvenient  to have to go out to the main street, wait in traffic and drive all the way 
around the exterior of the neighborhood just to get to a house that is 2 or 3 blocks away.  
My landscaper quit because it is a burden and time consuming for him to do the same.  I 
understand the "cut through" traffic is a huge problem that needs to be taken care of but 
I now feel cut off from my rental properties.   I used to be able to zig-zag through the 
neighborhood and frequently check on all of my properties for landscape issues, parking 
issues, parties, etc.  but now it is a full day event due to having to drive so far out of my 
way to get around the barricades while navigating the neighborhood.   This is a huge 
inconvenience and very frustrating.  I have also noticed an increase in traffic at the corner 
of 9th and Farmer.  Garbage trucks, delivery trucks, cars, etc. seem to be using this as a 
new way to navigate the neighborhood.   Once the construction of 10 condos on the 
corner is complete and cars are parking on the north side of 9th street, I anticipate there 
will be issues with parked cars being hit as people speed around the corner.   Fences on 
both sides of the corner at 9th street and Farmer have been hit multiple times over the 
years when cars loose control as they whip around the corner going west on 9th street.  I 
have noticed that the barricade at Farmer and 10th street has caused an increase in issues 
at Farmer and 9th street.  I also have concerns about minutes being lost while fire and 
police navigate their way around.   Many of the homes in the neighborhood were built in 
the 1940's - 1960's.  They are constructed differently than a modern stucco home and if 
there is a fire, minutes really do matter.  As an ER nurse, I am extremely concerned about 
minutes lost if there is a medical emergency or police event.  I have lived in the 
neighborhood 35 years so I do know what I am talking about and I have a long history of 
knowledge regarding the traffic in the neighborhood.   This needs further consideration...    
I largely blame the never ending construction along University, Mill, Rio Salado, etc. for 
adding to the increase in "cut through" traffic over the last several years.    

297. I live in the neighborhood and have several rental properties in the neighborhood.   The 
other day I was working at one property and instead of a couple minute drive to and from 
my house and the rental house, I had to go out to the main streets and around which took 
11 minutes instead of 2 minutes...   so each time I had to run home for tools or supplies I 
lost more than 20 minutes of valuable time due to having to sit at traffic lights and driving 
around the neighborhood instead of just driving a couple blocks down the street.   I will 
soon be working at Tempe St. Lukes Hospital again and what used to be about a 4 minute 
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drive took me 18 minutes yesterday.   That is a lot of extra time as well as harmful to the 
environment while sitting / idling at traffic lights and cross walks.   And God forbid, if I get 
stuck on the wrong side of the railroad tracks at University, it could take 30 minutes to 
get from my house to the hospital that is only several blocks away.  I work night shift and 
often get off at odd times like 3 am so walking or biking is not an option due to safety 
concerns.  Perhaps the way these blockades have been placed looks good on paper but it 
basically cut the neighborhood in half and has created a lot of inconvenience and 
hardship for many of us.  I have been talking with neighbors and have yet to find anyone 
living in the neighborhood who is in total agreement with the barriers...   There has to be 
a better solution that does not penalize those of us living here just because of the general 
public who choose to cut through the neighborhood.    Please consider the inconvenience 
and hardship this has created.       

298. This traffic pattern has made it impossible to get home on my normal routes and made 
my trip home much longer due to having to drive around the city instead of taking the 
most direct route. This isn’t helpful.  

299. I live in Tempe on 6th & Wilson, and I frequent many establishments downtown. These 
barricades are a horrible nuisance. I spend on average 10-15 MORE minutes in my car per 
trip trying to navigate my way back to a main road. How does people getting lost and 
spending more time in the car solve any problems? Has anyone considered the 
environmental impact of this? I shouldn’t have to go down Mill Ave to get from point A to 
B. It feels like a corn maze. I’m not sure who wants this, because even the neighborhood 
houses where the barricades are installed are inconvenienced because they can’t get in or 
out of their homes easily. Please uninstall the barricades and do not proceed with 
whatever permanent rerouting construction you are considering. We’re fine with speed 
humps and lights, but permanently stopping people from using roads (aren’t roads for 
using??) makes no sense at all. Thank you. 

300. I do not want these traffic mitigation structures. They force residents and others to drive 
through alleys, which is really unsafe. 

301. • The road closures/diversions are hostile to neighbors driving to neighborhood places. 
 
        o There are probably no commuters cutting through our neighborhood on their 
commutes to/from Gilbert and Phoenix. 
 
        o The people driving in our neighborhood are traveling locally to businesses or to 
neighbors’ houses. 
 
• The road closures/diversions make it hazardous to ride bikes through the neighborhood. 
 
        o People would like to travel North/South through our neighborhood and resort to 
taking alleys which are not designed for this, e.g. poor visibility. 
 
        o I have almost been hit several times while riding my bike by people using alleys to 
get where they want to go. 
 
        o It’s frustrating to be able to see where you want to go, but you can’t get there.  
Twice a year there are going to be new groups of ASU students that are unfamiliar with 
the area that get to discover a frustrating, intentionally hostile neighborhood. 
 
• Road closures/diversions diminish the community 
 
        o I can’t drive through the neighborhood to check on friends and neighbors.  E.g. 
Check on houses, observe new developments, just wave to neighbors. 
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        o I can’t ride my bike safely due to frustrated drivers using alleys, turning around in 
driveways, searching for new ways to get where they want to go, etc. 
 
        o Forcing neighbors out of our own neighborhood makes it harder to support the 
local businesses in and around our neighborhood, (Thai Elephant, Casey Moore’s, Otto’s, 
Cartel, Ash Ave. Comics, El Pollo Supremo, etc.) 
 
        o It’s harder to use neighborhood parks. 
 
• It used to be easy to quickly stop by Mitchell Park to use the skate park, dog park, or 
playground.  Now it is a nuisance to navigate the circuitous routes in our once welcoming 
neighborhood. 

302. I have lived in or adjacent to the Mitchell Park neighborhood in Tempe for over 10 years 
now and drive, walk, and bike daily. I have a 2 year-old who I often push through the 
neighborhood in a stroller and dogs that I walk or run next to my bike. I have been a 
graduate student and/or employee of ASU for the last 10 years and have primarily walked 
and biked to campus in that time. I also support local business like Cartel, Casey Moore's, 
Thai Elephant, Tops Liquor, and The Tempe Farmer's Market with regularity. I currently 
live on the corner of 16th and Roosevelt and have family that I frequently interact with 
who live off Farmer as well as off 11th street. We intentionally moved close to one another 
for convenience. I share all of this because the presence of the barriers over the last 6 
weeks or so have made my life incredibly inconvenient in a way that feels idiotic. It has 
been difficult to get to local businesses off University as well as to my family's homes. It 
has been much harder to get to campus both by bike and by car and I have been visually 
offended by these barriers all spring, as they are outright ugly. I spend much more time 
driving around the neighborhood than previously because you've turned it into an idiotic 
obstacle course. It is also extremely difficult to navigate my bike, my dogs, and my son's 
stroller around the hideous barricades. I definitely don't think the neighborhood is any 
safer for me, my son or my dogs and as someone who works in social services with 
survivors of sexual and domestic violence, I am genuinely disgusted that tax money has 
gone to inconveniencing myself and others in this neighborhood with this ridiculous 
transportation test instead of going towards people who actually need it. I think the 
barriers reflect the actions a small but very loud minority of people who live in this 
neighborhood and evidently lack real problems and therefore need to spend their time 
and energy implementing unnecessary traffic devices that inconvenience those of us who 
are busy and need to get around and appreciate that Tempe has developed because it 
has increased the value of our homes. To those who are unhappy with a barrier-free 
neighborhood, I encourage you to move to a gated community somewhere else, instead 
of working to inconvenience everyone else while polluting our streets with hideous 
barricades. I believe people should be able to walk, drive, and bike and barrier-free 
streets and very much hope these barricades are taken down. They really have changed 
the whole feel and culture of the neighborhood, from one where I enjoyed strolling and 
chatting with neighbors, enjoyed a community vide, to one that feels almost elitist - 
because I highly doubt barricades like this would show up in a neighborhood filled with 
working class individuals - as well as inconvenient and even unethical. It is properly 
difficult to navigate around them with my son's stroller and with my dogs while they are 
running next to my bike and it has made the allies a lot busier, which also doesn't feel 
safer. I really hope you actually take people's perspectives into consideration and remove 
the barriers ASAP. Thank you for taking the time to read this.  

303. The road blocks put up to calm traffic in the the Mitchell Park and Maple Ash 
neighborhoods are unsightly, very annoying and dangerous. It is very difficult to get from 
my home to another place in the neighborhood and it takes me 2 or 3 times as long as it 
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used to (if I don’t make the wrong term). I feel like a rat in a maze trying to figure out 
how to get home. It is hazardous if there is ever a fire or someone needs an ambulance, 
because it could potentially take the emergency vehicle a lot longer to get to the 
emergency. In addition, it would be impossible for a fire truck to turn around on these 
narrow streets if it makes a wrong turn.  It has made the traffic on University and Mill a lot 
worse. Instead of penalizing the people who live in this beautiful neighborhood, why not 
put up cameras and enforce traffic by giving  tickets to people who speed through the 
neighborhood or don’t stop at stop signs? 

304. The barricades have made getting around the neighborhood much more difficult in most 
regards. Driving in a car to certain places now takes twice as long due to the barricades. 
When I am biking or in particular when I am pushing the stroller with a small child,  it has 
become much more challenging to navigate between streets in a safe and quick manner, 
which concerns me.  

305. The barricades throughout the neighborhood are not calming traffic.  This is simply re-
routing traffic and creating more traffic on different streets.   
 
The barricade on McKemy is especially unnecessary because this is not even a through 
street.  Now there is no access to Univerity Dr.  without taking busy Hardy.  
 
There is no access to 13th St. for the local residents without pushing us onto already over-
populated streets surrounding this neighborhood.  We live here for local access.  And no 
one can easily get to a neighbor with all of this re-routing. 
 
These barricaded do not slow people down, but upset them enough to drive faster.  
People are racing down dirt allies, which are now the only through streets.  For the 
people that live within this neighborhood it has become a major inconvenience.  There 
has to be another way to slow down traffic than closing off entire roads. There are a 
number of intersections that do not have stop signs.  Can we start there? 

306. I absolutely hate these barricades that are present in the Tempe neighborhood. I can no 
longer leave or get to my house without taking extreme detours that add another 5+ 
minutes to my commute. 
 
Please do not let this be a permanent thing, this city is already suffering with the poorly 
planned reduced traffic in downtown Tempe. 

307. I am a resident, homeowner, property taxpayer, voter, and bicycle advocate. I am very 
much against this mitigation plan. For this comment I am intentionally refraining from 
using the colorful language I desire so that what I have to say can be taken seriously. In 
short, this plan is a poor solution to the systemic problem of traffic in the downtown 
neighborhoods. Stop. Stop now. Remove the barricades and we'll forget this even 
happened. This is more than an inconvenience; preventing cars from transiting the 
neighborhood also has the effect of preventing residents from accessing the 
neighborhood. Go figure. To be completely cliché, I do not pay property taxes to be 
prevented from accessing my property. Perhaps you can see the frustration. Once again, 
stop this now. Every neighbor I have encountered is completely against this plan and will 
fight it at every step of the way. I do not have an alternative solution to offer at this 
moment, but mitigation without blocking/closures would be most amicable, such as 
raised walkways. I do not want to get too deep into the roots of this situation, but maybe 
some of this could have been prevented if the City and ASU did not spend the last decade 
handing out tax breaks to out-of-state developers to cram as many condominiums into an 
already congested area. At any rate, the 'solution' is not punish long term residents by 
denying them the access they have enjoyed for years to the properties and businesses 
they love. Have a nice day.  
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308. Thank you, thank you, thank you for taking the test barriers down! 
It is now so much nicer for: Walking, Bicycle riding, Driving. I live on 14th St near 
Roosevelt and I use all transportation modes listed. 
Emergency vehicles should have much less difficulty reaching addresses within the 
neighborhood too. 
I have commented previously, but at the risk of repeating, I prefer the original barrier free 
roads and intersections NOT the mitigation plan that was just tested. 

309. I strongly disapprove of the proposed mitigation plan. These changes would make it 
much more difficult to visit restaurants, gyms and other business that I normally frequent 
North of me. With the temporary blockades in place, I have been avoiding traveling up to 
University entirely, and just go down to Broadway to do my shopping instead.  
 
What I think would be a better use of resources would be to cut down on street parking 
and add sidewalks and bike paths with shade trees to streets that are currently missing 
them. Farmer is a main route for walking my dog and biking, but it is poorly lit and 
dangerous at night without a sidewalk. Currently it acts as a parking lot for ASU students 
and does not provide value to the actual residents of the neighborhood. 

310. I've been a Tempe resident since 1976 and have lived in my home at 509 W 15th St since 
1980. 
This is the worst idea and waste of taxpayer money (the study) I've seen from the city in 
quite a while. A small group of vocal, wealthy Maple Ash folks seemed to bulldoze this 
bad idea through the city without first getting comments from the surrounding 
neighborhoods. I don't expect this idea to be implemented based on the outrange I've 
heard in my neighborhood but if you got those comments first, the city wouldn't have 
wasted money on the study. 
I'm in the Maple Ash neighborhood almost daily (I like walking to downtown and back for 
exercise) at various times of the day. I've never seen a traffic issue, even at rush hour. I 
understand this is about special events and the parking/traffic issues those create, a 
legitimate concern. Simple solution; just block off the neighborhood during those events. 
A permanent traffic calming solution as indicated by the study would basically reroute 
surrounding neighborhood thought the alleys. This would be unfair to all the homes 
boarding those alleys due to all the dust that would be kicked up. Also, out city does not 
need another source of particle solution and we don't need additional wear and tear on 
our vehicles.  
Throughout my time in Tempe, during every election, everyone runs on neighborhoods, 
the best way to get elected. Then we're neglected in favor of big developers and the 
handful of the wealthiest Tempe landowners (often one and the same). Hence the traffic 
problem, created by Tempe without regard to the old neighborhoods. Now, due to the 
traffic caused by overdevelopment and huge special events (again, no benefit to the 
surrounding neighborhoods, just big profits for special interests), all the surrounding 
neighborhoods except Maple/Ash have to pay the price. 
Personally, I've given up on Tempe city government. The only useful feature left is Jeff 
Tamulevich and the code compliance team (of course, being a pain for commercial 
interests, is generally underfunded) that keeps local slumlords like Rentals Tempe (again, 
these large businesses are sanctioned by the city by not making them commercial 
properties) somewhat in check. 
BTW, my wife Freda is really angry about this as is everyone else I've spoken to outside of 
the Maple/Ash neighborhood. 

311. It is unsafe as it requires neighbors to travel more fixed routes which interface more with 
unsafe traffic areas such as the Farmer and 13th four way stop, Hardy Road, Chick-Fil-A 
traffic, Mill Avenue, University Drive, the two way stops on 10th Street, the University and 
Ash deadly intersection. The collision and incident data showed the neighborhood was 
relatively safe already. What is the justification for requiring alternative unsafe routes? 
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Safety for all should always come first. I have previously requested on several occasions 
over the last 10 years the two way stops on 10th be upgraded to four way stops in the 
interest of safety and was told there was not enough money to do a traffic study and that 
this would impede the overall flow of traffic which now sounds very ironic. I would like to 
understand how those 10th street intersections have been studied in reference to this 
plan. 
 
Not allowing emergency services to respond in a timely and accessible manner. Please 
provide me a copy of the approvals from the police and fire departments and their 
comments. 
 
Not allowing city services to efficiently perform their tasks. They are already overworked 
and short staffed in a pandemic. I would like to see their approvals and comments. 
 
Accessibility to mail and delivery services. What is the feedback from these entities who 
are even more critical to serve the needs of the neighbors in a pandemic? Are there more 
barriers and delays created to access to people’s home delivered medications, for 
example?  
 
Unsustainable and damaging to the environment. On average, how much more time is 
required to navigate? I would like to be provided with this data. A creation of a traffic 
maze causes unneeded fossil fuels consumed, more pollution and more noise. It also 
presents a time and cost burden on neighbors who are already facing the dire 
consequences of rising housing costs and the stresses of constant construction and 
gentrification.   
 
Throwing the baby out with the bath water. I’d like the information on how much it cost 
to analyze and install the traffic lights at Roosevelt and Farmer at University and the 
rationale behind the blockades not allowing us to access and maximize the use of those 
costly lights on a public thoroughfare. Why would we spend that money and conduct that 
research to install those lights only to override their role in an overall pre approved  traffic 
safety and efficiency plan? What about the newly installed lights on Mill into the 
neighborhood? Can we be provided the impact those have had on the overall traffic plan? 
 
It destroys the character of the neighborhood. It influences it to become cloistered and 
eliminates the historically open grid spaces and lines of sight. This is not an HOA 
controlled area and should not be treated as such. This is a welcoming gem in the sea of 
high rises and soulless corporate sprawl. This extreme mitigation plan breaks up not only 
the freedom of travel but also the fabric and flow of the neighborhood in other 
unmeasurables such as the spirit of togetherness in pandemic times by further 
quarantining neighbors from one another. During this heavy gentrification period, there 
have been concerns raised of the wealthier being at odds with the working class and 
more marginalized of the neighborhood. We have many who are privileged to be retired 
or working from home and perhaps they do not understand the burden of those who 
need to commute for work, basic errands or even emergencies, especially in pandemic 
times when it is far more stressful. Not everyone can afford to have their food and 
provisions delivered and work from home. Some require easy access to respond their 
needs and to those of others within and outside of the area. This has negative impacts on 
the culture and vibe of the neighborhood and ensuring equitable freedoms. We also need 
to preserve the historical beauty of open access throughout the unique tree lined streets. 
 
The study data is flawed. It appears original data was recorded during a football game 
and a street festival? I could not ever resolve this point as not much was communicated 
freely throughout for all neighbors to clearly understand. I would like the data for all 
traffic counts to date presented clearly and side by side inclusive of safety data. I would 
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like to see justifications that the traffic and safety data of 2019 applies to today, post 
pandemic. 
 
As someone who followed this from beginning and was supportive of updating the 
existing calming, I had no idea this extreme mechanism would be applied. 1. It is special 
interest driven which follows a bad habit that the city has of generally only listening to a 
few key voices of supposed power in the NAs, an antiquated system of inequity.  2. The 
head of the program is an employee of the city and lives in the neighborhood and is 
pushing for this and it raises concerns of unethical practices supporting personal interests 
and agendas. 3. What have real estate professionals determined its impacts on property 
values will be? 4. Is it legal to close access on public streets because a handful of 
residents deemed it so through a quasi-privately funded study which was not made 
readily transparent and communicated to all stakeholders? 

312. Please remove the temporary barriers. Traffic on University street backs up all the way to 
Wilson street during peak traffic and usually to just before the rail tracks by Ash during 
regular flow. If the city council decides to make it permanent, then I recommend tearing 
up the asphalt and reverting the streets to dirt to reduce the heat island affect and 
relocating the traffic calming device artwork to an area where there is traffic.  

313. Can't we just put in a bunch of speed bumps to slow people down but not restrict access? 

314. We own 3 addresses in the traffic mitigation area.  They are xx W. 9th St.,xx W. 9th St., 
and xx S. Ash Ave.  We have owned these properties for close to 50 years.  These are 
rental properties now but are still partially physically maintained by our family.  So, we 
physically visit these properties in person regularly.  To tell you the truth, these traffic 
barriers have been really a nuisance, so we are very much against them.  I think I would 
rather see more speed bumps and stop signs in the area as mitigation strategies. 
Respectfully,  

315. this is the stupidest solution to a problem that doesn’t exist 

316. Please do not implement this traffic mitigation. I agree with the idea behind making sure 
there is not a ton of traffic cutting through, but the plans for this are truly awful. People 
who live within the neighborhood have to LEAVE the neighborhood in order to get to 
places in the neighborhood (Casey’s, Tops, King Coffee, Mitchell Park, etc) which makes 
no sense. Biking is a great alternative, however it’s not always possible (people with 
mobility issues, people with children, people with dogs, people whose bikes get stolen 
etc). Please, I am begging you to reconsider how this is being done. Please remember 
that we have a massive influx of new people every single year from ASU, and I guarantee 
that what will happen is people will get lost and get stuck for LONGER in the 
neighborhood, simply trying to get out, as they get increasingly frustrated. We absolutely 
have to consider this based on our specific location and our demographics. This is 
dividing the neighborhood rather than uniting it.  

317. I have lived at 12th and Farmer for 39 years. Farmer has been a workhorse the entire time 
and most definitely needs traffic mitigation. The addition of the traffic light at Farmer and 
University has only made things worse. I understand the need to truncate Farmer at 10th 
as was recently tested. Cut through traffic is terrible and it is the only way to significantly 
address that problem. I have a very hard time seeing any sort of methodology for the 
other attempts to control traffic that were part of this study. In my opinion they have 
done nothing but turn the neighborhood into a life sized PAC Man game. They are more 
nuisance than solution and seem very amateur to me. The issue that I do not see 
addressed in any of this is what I consider to be the biggest problem of all and that is the 
Orbit busses that are a constant annoyance and provide absolutely no amenity. There is 
no reason whatsoever for them to run through an already congested area down an 
extremely overloaded residential street. I don’t know if anyone in Tempe government is 

507



paying attention, but I am. I make a point of looking at every bus that passes my house 
when I’m out in the yard and the damn busses run EMPTY. Certainly the drivers have 
noticed this but it doesnt seem to me that anyone else has and I would like to see a study 
of the benefits of running empty busses down Farmer. They pick up or drop off 
passengers so rarely on Farmer that I see no benefit nor good reason for allowing them to 
disrupt things the way they do. I invite anyone on this planning project to sit on Farmer 
for a day to see what I mean. I find it very ironic that Tempe seems to recognize the 
problems caused by cut through traffic when in fact they are one of the worst offenders. 
The Orbits are the worst of the cut through traffic and they need to get the F*#K OFF 
Farmer.  

318. The star diverters were the most terrible idea ever!  Now to get my Friday night pizza I 
ended up driving down alleys instead of the street. I certainly understand the need to 
have traffic maintained at a safe and reasonable limit but it seems like the diverters were 
designed to eliminate traffic all together. There has got to be a better way!  To those of us 
who live in the 85281 zip code it is important to be able to drive down our own streets. 
Again- terrible idea! 

319. We are absolutely against the implementation of this so-called Transportation Safety 
Plan.  Like who could be opposed to a Transportation Safety Plan?  We are because that 
is NOT what it is.  Back in 2007-2008 it was called a “Traffic Calming Project.”  The end 
result of this Project in our area of Maple-Ash was two traffic circles—one at Maple and 
9th and the other at Ash and 9th.  There were more negatives (like when making a left 
turn drivers not going around the circle counter-clockwise but going from “6 to 9” and 
drivers going straight not slowing down to get around the circle) than positives.  Back in 
2007 a street closure was proposed on Maple mid-block between University Drive and 
9th.  It was not implemented—thank goodness.  Now 14+ years later we are at it again.  
This time with diagonal and star diverters and more road closures!!!!   Our November 2021 
comment about the diagonal diverter at 9th and Ash was spot on.  Any driver can 
circumvent the diverted and continue going in the direction they want by cutting through 
our alleys—one going north from 9th and the other going between Maple and Ash.  And 
that’s what happened.  The inconvenience to people living in the area has been has been 
great—trying to come and go from 13th Street on Maple, going west on 9th and not being 
able to take a right on Ash to go to University Drive to go to Phoenix, etc. etc etc.  North 
bound traffic from 13th Street all gets pushed east to Farmer which is closed at 10th 
forcing traffic to go east on 10th and potentially north into Gage Addition—the area 
designated as the primary area for cut through traffic!!  Wonderfull.  We understand that 
traffic on Farmer going both north and south was cutting through the parking lot of an 
apartment complex when the temporary barricades were up to circumvent the closure.  
No to the road closures on Maple and Farmer and the diverter at 9th.  A horrible plan that 
solves nothing. 

320. I am extremely disappointed with the proposed traffic obstructions. I live adjacent to this 
neighborhood, just south of 13th street between Mill and Hardy, and I found the testing 
period incredibly irksome. Your neighborhood stands between my home and a number of 
locations and events in north Tempe that help make living here enjoyable. I and my 
neighbors ought to have the right to walk, bike, and yes, drive cars slowly through your 
neighborhood unimpeded. We are not "cut-through traffic" - we live here!  I too live on a 
residential Tempe street that I want to remain quiet, safe for families and friendly to 
pedestrians and cyclists. I totally support efforts to moderate traffic speeds in my 
neighborhood and yours. However, what you are proposing is not only to slow traffic but 
radically alter its flow.  
For example, during your testing period in order to travel from my home to the nearest 
grocery store I had only two bad options: a) take 13th to Mill or Hardy, driving well out of 
my way to sit in traffic or b) take a zig-zagging route with a turn at nearly every 
intersection between 13th and University (which, if I didn't plan carefully, forced me onto 
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Mill anyway!). These are not reasonable regular trajectories in daily life. 
Furthermore, your new traffic patterns will impede regular and irregular visitors to the 
neighborhood, confusing delivery drivers and even potentially slowing emergency 
response times. 
I sincerely hope you will reconsider placing permanent traffic obstructions in your 
neighborhood. Your community is not an island -  your actions affect others too. 

321. The traffic mitigation was confusing, especially as it wasn't coordinated with online maps 
services. It made it difficult to get around. 

322. I've been a downtown Tempe resident, and business operator for almost 50 years. I really 
didn't see the need to lessen traffic in our neighborhood. I feel like the experiment had 
the opposite of the desired effect.  The entire time, drivers would pull up the the 
barricades, turn around, and speed away angry. Some drove through front yards to get 
around. For us as residents, living a little to the south, there was no easy access to 
University, or Mill, without going further south, way out of the way.  A much better 
solution would have been 4 way stop signs at every corner, and speed tables, like on 
many of the other streets in our area. This had to be very disruptive for Fire, Medical, and 
Police, for their response times to emergencies in our neighborhood, when seconds 
matter.  Add to that, disruption to mail service, trash trucks, deliveries, etc. If you really 
feel like there was a problem for a small number of residents, speed bumps, and 4 way 
stops, are a much better solution.  Thank you,  Paul 

323. When is the meeting scheduled to vote on what you will be proposing. I found these road 
blocks to be a huge problem and want to make sure as a home owner to be able to vote. 
Thank, Connie  

324. please do not move forward with this plan. i have yet to speak to a single person who 
lives in the neighborhood that thinks any of these are a good idea. 
i personally live at 12th st and roosevelt. ALL DAY LONG PEOPLE PERFORMED U TURNS 
TO GET AROUND THE BLOCKADE. ALL DAY LONG PEOPLE WERE U TURNING IN FRONT 
OF MY HOUSE!!! These mitigations have done nothing but piss people off in the 
neighborhood who live here. 
Trucks with trailers were forced to drive on the sidewalk because there is not even 
enough room to make the turn if you have a trailer on your vehicle. 
PLEASE DO NOT DO THIS AGAIN 

 

Comments received prior to testing: (8) 

325. Thank you for these efforts! Sincerely, a new resident and former urban planner. 

326. There is a critical need for streetlights in the area as it's really dark due to lack of lighting. 
, peop it's a high pedestrian cooridor.  I can confirm the 9th/roosevelt intersection.  all 
day people are walking east-west for multiple reasons; I see people with backpacks that 
appear to be going to ASU, many with dogs going to the dog park on Mitchell, those 
walking or cycling recreationally, and homeless going back and forth from school/park to 
other locations.  In addition, I see same amount going north-south on Roosevelt for same 
reasons along with going to businesses and/or bus stops on University since it's only one 
block away.  

327. The last strategy with the curbs and obstacles in the middle of some intersections makes 
our neighborhood look trashy. Whatever your solution is, do it. with style and class and 
improve the streets and home values, dont just junk it up again.  

328. Howdy.  I am a 13th St. resident since 1974, when 13th St was a quiet dead end street. 
Since then, major changes have been made to turn a (Residential, R1 zoned) into a 
somewhat major collector street (Apache Ext) with the turn off on Apache at Grady 
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Gamage.  That's all well and good, I guess.  Now spending more money to put in traffic 
calming in the rest of the neighborhood except for something to really calm the traffic on 
13th St.  The slightly raised speed cushions just don't make a huge difference, I have had a 
car wrecked in my driveway, a car smash into my house, a tree hit and uprooted at my 
driveway, a car dire off the Rd.  drive through my neighbor's yard clip the tree in my front 
yard and miraculously made back into the street with only losing a side mirror in the 
event.  Traffic calming not helping.  That is not my major concern. My major concern is a 
few months away in the future.  They are building an apartment building, Broadway and 
Roosevelt. When finished these tenants will be cutting through the Roosevelt / 13TH St. 
shortcut to Hardy or Mill via 13th St. To avoid Hardy / Mill traffic at rush hour. Increasing 
the traffic on 13th St. 
 
How do I know this? That is what I would do to get there. Being here 48 yrs. I've seen the 
and used the shortcuts available to me today.   Please come up with an idea that would 
calm and deter pass through traffic on 13Th St.  Bigger Speed Bumps or Dips.  Do a street 
closure (public area) at Clark Park similar to Mitchel Park / school area. Directional flow 
East at Roosevelt 13th St. It has to be something larger than slightly raised speed 
cushions.  I moved here because it was a dead end st. With cows across the st. and hardly 
any traffic.  Please come up with something better than a collector st. seeing that it is a 
residential street where the houses are facing the st. We need traffic deterrence not 
calming although the way it is now you can drive down the st at 50 miles an hr. no 
problem. I've seen lots of people , police, etc. do it.   

329. Clark Park neighborhood should be included in the mailing. Many of us use Farmer , 
Roosevelt and Wilson directly to go to work  or go to Whole Foods etc.  

330. I live on Maple Ave between University and 10th Street. There is a lot of cut through 
traffic heading south on Maple from University to avoid waiting to turn south at Mill Ave. 
The proposed road closure on Maple is good but seems like it would be more beneficial if 
it was on the north side of 10th Street. If it goes on the south side (the current proposed 
spot), it won't do anything to keep cut through traffic from going down Maple, then 
heading east on 10th to get to southbound Mill.  

331. I live on Maple/13th. Traffic noise is terrible and has gotten worse in the 32 years I’ve lived 
here.  Also, I bicycle and the Ash/University intersection is becoming very dangerous 
from folks driving straight through the diagonal bike lanes, ignoring the turn signs.  

 

Ambiguous or mixed comments: (13) 

332. Hey y’all, 6 year resident of Farmer Ave and 11th street, not a traffic or data analyst, just a 
regular run of the mill frustrated guy. 
I understand why there is data collection and a need for some changes, as I’ve witnessed 
firsthand the insane and reckless speeds that some motorists employ on Farmer Ave as if 
it’s their own personal thoroughfare. I’m glad something is being done about it, and I 
won’t pretend to know or understand the methodology behind the current madness, but 
what’s frustrating is how the neighborhood has become gridlocked. I can’t help but 
wonder why I haven’t seen a single “detour (insert directional arrow here)” signs 
anywhere. I’d like to think this is intentional for the ongoing research rather than a foolish 
lapse in foresight. 
But what perplexes me most is why Farmer Ave is just closed, right smack in the middle, 
again without any detour signs to be seen, when the plan is highly unlikely to have a 
future impact on the northbound or southbound flow of traffic. This….this is maddening. 
Please, someone, explain why the residents are being tortured with what appears to be 
such a mindless Avenue closure. 
Thank you for your time. Best of luck with the project. 
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333. drivers are going over the sidewalk onto people's property to avoid going the way they 
are supposed to go via the barriers. how will this be handled when those are actually 
constructed? I've seen it on howe and Judd, farmer and mcKemy.   

334. I suggested the need for signs at the perimeter of the neighborhood to inform drivers of 
traffic changes and that streets were no longer through streets. That did not happen, and 
as a result: 1) at least two of the diverters west of the railroad tracks were pushed over; 
and 2) multiple vehicles were witnessed speeding down streets, possibly out of 
frustration because their planned route was blocked or diverted. There absolutely needs 
to be signs warning drivers before they enter a street that has been closed or having a 
diverter. It's fair to the drivers and it will prevent road rage. 

335. Hi, I live on the 700 block of 10th street. In regards to the McKemey and 9th street 
proposal of a blocked road. It appears to me that this will lead to cars many of whom park 
on that side of the park to either circle the park coming down 10th street or to come into 
the neighborhood from hardy on residential streets. I would think the best option would 
be for these cars to enter and leave the neighborhood by way of mcKemey to University. 
Perhaps the closure could be moved south between Elna Rae and the alley south of the 
park. This could prevent people circling the park, and lessen traffic on the streets around 
the park and funnel cars back to University. Thanks for your contribution to Tempe safety. 

336. Hello. I'm at st 9th and farmer. There needs to be signage that is viewable *before* people 
turn onto farmer so they are aware that farmer is not a thru street.  Drivers need time to 
decide *not* to turn into the neighborhood.  

337. The "before" data are from before Covid-19.That speaks for itself.  What change have we 
seen in the number of "living units" on the ASU property since 2019? 

338. I am in favor of 10th and Maple being closed as Maple has been a "main artery" of traffic 
coming from University for a long time.  
I am not in favor of any of the other diversions. Most of the traffic barriers and diversions 
redirect traffic to other streets. Traffic is then significantly higher on those streets. I have 
seen this on 11th St. Not only is there more traffic, but the cars are speeding as well. This is 
not a safe environment for the families (and children) who live on 11th St. Maybe some 
oneway streets in the neighborhoods would be a solution to consider. 

339. I am in favor of making neighborhoods safer for residents/cyclists/pedestrians. The plan 
proposed/tested meets that goal without too much interference to the driving needs of 
residents.  
However, I do believe that there is one closure that should not become permanent: 
Farmer Ave. As a homeowner in Campus Home/Clark Park area, I can concede that 
Roosevelt, Maple, Ash, etc should not be through streets for local traffic. Farmer Ave has 
always been a larger through street, though, and should remain as such.  
In general, our neighborhoods lack quality sidewalks, which I believe could help with 
safety. The sidewalks start and end abruptly and aren't very stroller or wheelchair 
friendly. 
In addition. the current form of traffic calming on Farmer (the concrete curbs that come 
into the road) seem to pose a safety issue for cyclists. I believe that creating a dedicated 
bike lane, adding more speed bumps or speed tables (like on Hardy) and improving the 
sidewalk could make Farmer Ave a safe place for cars, bikes, and pedestrians alike. 
Please, don't permanently close Farmer Ave and essentially cut off easy access to 
downtown restaurants, shops, the lake, and even the businesses on the south side of 
University. That would be really heartbreaking for me as a life-long Tempe resident. 
Thank you, 

340. Hello friends! Thanks for your work to improve safety and livability in Tempe. 
My wife Chelsea and I live in Mitchell Park at xxx West 10th Street. Prior to the road 
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closure on Mitchell Drive, no one drove down the alleyway that connects 10th St and Judd 
St. After the road closure on Mitchell Drive, appx. 6-10 vehicles a day drive down the 
alleyway during the daytime (I have kept tabs since I work from home). This, 
unfortunately, reduces pedestrian safety as the alleyway entrance onto Judd Street has 
very low visibility for both the pedestrian and the driver (allot of trees and foliage in the 
alleyway). Additionally, cars driving down the alleyway at night are quite loud - the noise 
is disturbing our sleep.  
We suggest moving the Mitchell Drive road closure slightly south to where the bend is 
between 10th street and Mitchell Drive. We anticipate that this may reduce pedestrian-
endangering traffic through the alleyway while still making the 10th street / Mitchell Drive 
roadway a bike-only/pedestrian-only area. In speaking with Laura, an open question is 
whether this suggested relocation of the Mitchell Drive road closure works for our friends 
in trash collection. 
Happy to speak with German about the specifics. Call at any time: xx 
Cheers,  

341. The alley directly behind xxx w University has become a street,  people are driving,  
sometimes 20 mph, through alley to get around the 9th st an ash diverter, I'm afraid some 
one will be hit by a car while taking their trash out. 

342. When considering making changes please consider two things 
1. The south bound traffic on Ash is not supposed to cross straight through University Dr 
as there are right and left turn only signs but this is frequently not adhered to, especially 
during rush hours. 
2. Speed humps/speed cushions seem to have little effect. The speed humps on 
Roosevelt between Broadway and 13th don't really slow most people down. Traffic still 
goes over the humps at a higher rate of speed than the speed limit.  

343. In the Maple Ash neighborhood, on Ash Avenue where I live, we are happy to see that 
traffic is reduced heading south on Ash Avenue. The blockade at 9th and Ash helps with 
that. However, we are seeing increased traffic heading north on Ash. Particularly at about 
8 am and 6 pm, we see lines of cars coming from the east on 13th, turning right onto Ash, 
and speeding down our street to 10th or 9th, where they turn east to get back to Mill 
Avenue. Ash is now the thoroughfare for cars wanting to avoid Mill. 

344. It did stop traffic from cutting through from University to 13 th st. But it increased traffic 
on the streets going from east to west. And at least some of the traffic seems to be 
driving faster, at least on my street 11 th  street. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Shelly Seyler, Deputy Engineering & Transportation Director 

DATE:  August 9, 2022 

SUBJECT: Future Agenda Items 

ITEM #:   7 

PURPOSE:  
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
This item is for information only. 
 

• September 13 
o Ash/University Intersection & 1st/Ash/Rio Roundabout Traffic Data Counts Update  
o Crosswalk Signal Countdown & Signal Detection for Bicycles  

• October 11 
o Grand Canal MUP   
o Annual Report  
o Transit Security Update FY 21/22  

• November 8  
o Annual Report  
o Transportation Survey Results  
o ADA Transition Plan and recently completed ADA facilities  
o Speed reduction, compliance, and tickets issued near “35 mph only when lights flashing” devices  

• December 13 

• January 10 
o Commission Business  
o Streetcar Update  
o North/South Rail Spur MUP 

• February 14 

• March 14 

• April 11 

• May 9 

• June 13 

• July 11 

• TBD: Bike Bait  (once program resumes) 

• TBD: Personal Delivery Devices  

• TBD: Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
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