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Historic Preservation Plan Update
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Introduction

John Southard
City of Tempe Historic Preservation Officer

Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualifications Standards – 36 CFR 61

History

Architectural History

Member, Arizona Historic Sites Review Committee

Former Chair, City of Scottsdale Historic 
Preservation Commission
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Introduction

Archaeological Consulting Services
Lead Consultant

Andrea Gregory, M.A. Tom Jones J. Andrew Darling, Ph.D.
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Introduction

VINSONSTUDIO PLLC
Architectural Subconsultant

Mark Vinson, FAIA, AICP, NCARB 
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Program Overview

November 9th, 1995
Historic Preservation Ordinance Approved
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Program Overview

November 14th, 1996
Certified Local Government Agreement Approved
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Program Overview

July 17th, 1997
Historic Preservation Plan Approved
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Program Overview

Purpose and Intent

The intent of this [ordinance] is to provide protection for significant 
properties and archeological sites which represent important aspects of 
Tempe's heritage; to enhance the character of the community by taking 
such properties and sites into account during development, and to assist 
owners in the preservation and restoration of their properties.

- Excerpt from Tempe City Code § 14A-1, “Purpose and Intent”
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Program Overview

Goals

To identify, preserve and protect significant historic properties and 
archaeological sites.

To foster economic vitality through preservation of properties which 
contribute to the historic character of the community.

To integrate historic preservation planning with that conducted by boards, 
commissions, neighborhood and redevelopment planning efforts as a 
means to protect and enhance community heritage and complement City 
redevelopment plans.

- Excerpt from City of Tempe City Historic Preservation Plan
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Program Overview

Operations

Staff Tempe Historic Preservation Commission

Maintain the Tempe Historic Property Register, Historic Eligible list, and 
Archaeologically Sensitive map

Process applications for alterations to historic properties

Ensure municipal compliance with the Arizona Antiquities Act

Participate in Section 106 reviews for projects with a Federal nexus

Consult with the Four Southern Tribes and other parties

Coordinate with the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office, Arizona State 
Museum, and other partner agencies
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Examples

Oidbaḍ Do’ag / Tempe Butte Beautification
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Examples

Charles Hayden House Rehabilitation
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Examples

Hayden Flour Mill Designation
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Examples

Gonzales-Martinez House Emergency Stabilization



30

Examples

Tempe Depot Rehabilitation / Redevelopment
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Examples

Land Acknowledgement / HPC Membership
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Preservation Plan Update

Rationale

Current plan is inadequate

Most recent City-commissioned

survey and inventory completed

in 2001
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Preservation Plan Update

Objectives

Evaluate existing plan, ordinance, and Historic Preservation Office / Historic Preservation Commission 
operations for successes and challenges 

Review existing plan and ordinance to ensure applicable laws and regulations passed 

and approved subsequent to the last updates are satisfactorily addressed

Identify and, when feasible, incorporate goals and priorities identified in the public outreach process and 
stakeholder consultation sessions 

Draft clear plan updates that reflect, when feasible, the goals and priorities of the City, the public, and 
outside stakeholders groups / consulting parties (ASM, SHPO, the Four Southern Tribes, etc.) 

Implement policies and practices consistent with the updated plan
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Preservation Plan Update

Issues for Consideration

Designation processes

Design guidelines

Demolition

Internal review and compliance measures

Stewardship of City-owned historic resources

Communication and notification processes
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Preservation Plan Update

Policy and Process Improvement Recommendations

Interdepartmental Coordination

Evaluation, Eligibility Determination, and Designation

Streamline Existing Policies, Formalize Processes not Currently Subject to an SOP, and Review Shortcomings and 
Opportunities

Archaeological Compliance Processes

Tribal Consultation and Coordination
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Preservation Plan Update

What are your thoughts related to the draft plan?

Please read the draft plan and complete the online survey at

http://www.tempe.gov/preservationplan

THANK YOU

http://www.tempe.gov/preservationplan

