
 

 

Minutes of the TEMPE VETERANS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, June 4, 6:00 p.m., at the Military & Veteran 
Success Center, 3320 South Price Road, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present:   
Troy Friedman, Chair 
Jeremy Farr, Vice-Chair 
William Blair 
Patricia Little-Upah 

(MEMBERS) Absent:   
Michelle Loposky 
Jezreel Ramirez 
Joanna Sweatt 

David Lucier 
Abe McCann 
 
City Staff Present:  
Robin Arredondo-Savage, Councilmember 
Parrish Spisz, Council Aide II+ 
Lauren Hyre, Human Services Manager 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order 
Chair Troy Friedman called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Appearances 
Councilmember Robin Arredondo-Savage announced Parrish Spisz was recently promoted and will no longer attend 
Commission meetings. Chair Troy Friedman thanked Parrish for his contributions to the Veterans Commission. 
 
Parrish received an email from Progressive Insurance that highlighted their Keys to Progress® Program. On 
November 7th, 2019, Progressive is seeking nominations for a one-day vehicle giveaway event for Veterans at 
various Progressive offices and authorized vehicle repair facility locations across the United States. Lauren Hyre will 
forward the information to the Commission to share with their organizations.  
 
Agenda Item 3 – Attendance  
 
Agenda Item 4 – Chair’s Remarks 
Senior Management Assistant Kristi Griffith and Commission Member Abe McCann recently presented on the 
Veterans Supportive Community Designation at Tempe Accelerates; Troy thanked Vice-Chair Jeremy Farr for 
attending. Tempe Accelerates can be viewed at: https://youtu.be/3jOoYHBbJwM?t=1681. Troy thanked those who 
attended the Community Salutes event; Parrish noted it was well attended. Due to the July holiday, the Commission 
agreed to reschedule the July 2, 2019 meeting to July 16, 2019. Recommendations for the vacant positions (Veteran 
Supportive Organization and At-Large) have been submitted to the Mayor’s office. At the April meeting, Jeremy 
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announced he no longer resides in Tempe and no longer qualifies as an “At-Large Veterans who lives in Tempe”. 
Robin consulted with the City Attorney and asked staff to recommend Jeremy move to the vacant “At-Large Tempe 
Veteran or Employed in Tempe”. Jeremy will seek employment in Tempe to ensure he remains qualified for his 
position. 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Review and Approval of the April 9, 2019 Minutes 
MOTION: Motion to APPROVE April 9, 2019 minutes by Commission Member William Blair 
SECOND: Motion seconded by Commission Member Vice-Chair Jeremy Farr 
AYES: Chair Troy Friedman, Vice-Chair Jeremy Farr Commission Members William Blair, Patricia Little-Upah, 
David Lucier, and Abe McCann 
ABSENT: Michelle Loposky, Jezreel Ramirez and Joanna Sweatt 

Agenda Item 6 – Bryer Award Discussion – Commission Member David Lucier 
David would like to establish an award sponsored by the Tempe Veterans Commission for Community Service in 
honor of Kyle Brayer, possibly with the Don Carlos Awards or at a Council meeting. Bill added this recommendation 
is similar to the Mentorship Program and should follow the same process and align with an existing organization’s 
event. David will draft a memo and present at the next meeting. 
 
Agenda Item 7 – Mentorship Program Follow Up – Commission Member Jeremy Farr 
Melissa Placencia will email the most recent draft of the Mentorship Program recommendation and will distribute for 
feedback. Lauren will present to Human Services Director once all edits have been finalized. Councilmember Robin 
Arredondo-Savage suggested presenting the memo at a Work Study Session rather than a Friday Packet memo. 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Military & Veteran Success Center Update – Chair, Troy Friedman 
No updates 
 
Agenda Item 9 – Commission Member Updates/Announcements 
Abe McCann: 

• Marine for Life Arizona - Networking Event (5:30-7:30pm): June 18th at Crescent Crown Distributing 
(https://form.jotform.com/81447164142958) Lauren will distribute flyer 

 
Patricia Little-Upah: 

• Arizona Department of Veterans' Services Military and Veteran Women's Summit at Tempe Mission Palms 
Hotel & Conference Center June 14-15, 2019 

 
David Lucier: 

• Arizona State Veteran Home - Flagstaff Groundbreaking Ceremony was June 1. The home will provide 
skilled-nursing and rehabilitative care for Arizona’s veterans and their dependents. 

 
Agenda Item 10 – Future Agenda Items – July  2, 2019 July 16, 2019 
 

• Welcome Newest Commission Members 
• Marketing/Communications Discussion 
• Proposed Mentorship Program Follow-Up 
• Military & Veteran Success Center Update 
• Commission Member Updates 

 
Agenda Item 13 – Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
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Next meeting will be on July 2, 2019 July 16, 2019 
 
Minutes Prepared by: Melissa Placencia 
Reviewed by: Lauren Hyre/Octavia Harris 
                             

__________________________________ 

Troy Friedman, Chair 
Tempe Veterans Commission


