
 

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 

 

 

Transportation Commission  

MEETING DATE MEETING LOCATION 
Tuesday, January 8, 2019 

7:30 a.m. 
 
 

Tempe Transportation Center, Don Cassano Room 
200 E. 5th Street, 2nd floor 

Tempe, Arizona 

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER 
ACTION or 

INFORMATION 

1. Public Appearances 
The Transportation Commission welcomes public 
comment for items listed on this agenda. There is a 
three-minute time limit per citizen. 

Ryan Guzy,  
Commission Chair 

 

Information 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes   
The Commission will be asked to review and approve 
meeting minutes from the December 11, 2018 
meeting. 

Ryan Guzy,  
Commission Chair 

Action 

3. Commission Business 
The Commission will be asked to elect a chair and vice 
chair for 2019 as well as reach consensus on meeting 
date and time. 

Ryan Guzy,  
Commission Chair 

Action 

4. Roundabouts 
Staff will request direction on construction of the 
proposed roundabouts at College Avenue & McKellips 
Road and at Grove Parkway & Priest Drive.   

Julian Dresang,  
Public Works 

Action 

5. T Intersections 
Staff will make a presentation regarding the T 
Intersections in Tempe. 
 

Julian Dresang,  
Public Works 

Information and 
Possible Action 

6. Department & Regional Transportation Updates  
Staff will provide updates and current issues being 
discussed at regional transit agencies. 

Public Works Staff Information 

7. Future Agenda Items  
Commission may request future agenda items. 

Ryan Guzy, 
 Commission Chair 

Information and 
Possible Action 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Transportation Commission may only discuss matters listed on 
the agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 
48 hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired 
persons. Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a 
public meeting.  













 
 

2 
 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
None 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
None 
 
CONTACT 
Shelly Seyler 
Deputy Public Works Director 
480-350-8854 
shelly_seyler@tempe.gov 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
None 

mailto:shelly_seyler@tempe.gov


CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 4 

 
DATE 
January 2, 2019 
 
SUBJECT 

Roundabouts in Tempe - Update 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this memo is to provide Council with information and an update on roundabouts. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
A roundabout is a safe and efficient intersection design that consists of a center circle around which traffic 
circulates in a counterclockwise fashion. Depending on traffic demand, a roundabout can be designed as single-
lane or multi-lane.  Roundabouts should not be confused with large diameter “rotaries” or very small diameter 
neighborhood traffic circles. 
 
A driver approaching a roundabout can make all the same movements (right turn, through, left turn, U-turn) as a 
regular signalized or stop-controlled intersection.  To navigate the roundabout a driver must: 
 

1. Slow Down 
2. Yield to Pedestrians 
3. Yield to Vehicles already in the Circle 
4. Enter the Circle 
5. Exit the Circle 
6. Yield to Pedestrians 
7. Exit the Intersection 

 
 Roundabouts have many proven safety and efficiency benefits that include: 
 

• 30-50% reduction in collisions (FHWA) 

• 60-70% reduction in injuries (FHWA) 

• 80-100% reduction in fatalities (FHWA) 

• Up to 75% improvement in pedestrian safety (IIHS) 

• Bike safety can also improve when designed correctly (ADOT) 

• Up to 75% reduction in traffic delays and related fuel use (IIHS) 
 

(FHWA = Federal Highway Administration; IIHS = Insurance Institute for Highway Safety; ADOT = Arizona 
Department of Transportation) 

 
The safety benefits are primarily derived from the slower speeds of vehicles navigating the intersection and the 
elimination of direct left turns. The efficiency benefits are primarily derived from the continuous flow (no red-
light delays) and the ability to have simultaneous overlapping movements. 
 
There was a National Cooperative Research Program (NCHRP) study that analyzed public attitude towards 
roundabouts.  The study determined that prior to installation of roundabouts, 68% of respondents had either 
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negative or very negative attitudes towards roundabouts, while only 14% had positive attitudes.  Conversely, 
after the roundabouts were installed, none (0%) of the respondents had negative or very negative attitudes and 
73% had positive or very positive attitudes towards roundabouts. 
 
The following three (3) locations are currently included in the city’s CIP: 
 

1. College Avenue & McKellips Road (single-lane) 
2. First Street/Ash Avenue/Rio Salado Parkway (multi-lane) 
3. Priest Drive & Grove Parkway (multi-lane) 

 
Traffic Study Results and Traffic Counts 
 
College Avenue & McKellips Road 

• Study completed November 2017 

• Federal Signal Warrants Met = 1 

• Traffic on College Avenue = 7,439 vehicles per day 

• Traffic on McKellips Road = 2,472 vehicles per day 

• Crashes in 3-year study period = 1  

• Study Recommendation = remove signal, install roundabout 
 

Priest Drive & Grove Parkway 

• Study completed August 2015 

• Federal Signal Warrants Met = 4 

• Traffic on Priest Drive = 23,189 vehicles per day 

• Traffic on Grove Parkway= 6,873 vehicles per day 

• Crashes in 3-year study period = 36  

• Study Recommendation = install signal or roundabout 
 
Public Involvement 
 
McKellips Road and College Avenue: 

• Public meeting held on August 28, 2018. 

• Direct mail of 1,824 postcards to residents, property owners and businesses in the area of Scottsdale 
Road to Papago Drive, Curry Road to Continental Drive  

• Direct email to and posted on association Facebook pages for Cavalier Hills NA, Papago Park View NA, 
Papago Parkway NA, Butler Tempe HOA, Concord Village, Marlborough Park Estates HOA, Marlborough 
Park Villas HOA and Parkview Hacienda HOA with meeting and public input information 

• Social media post on city’s Nextdoor account on 8/14; received 685 impressions 

• Posted on city web calendar 
 

Grove Parkway and Priest Drive: 

• Public meeting help on September 26, 2018. 

• Direct mail of 4,512 postcards to residents, property owners and businesses in the area of Kyrene Road 
to I-10, Elliot Road to Guadalupe Road 

• Direct email to Tempe Royal Estates NA, Brittany Lane HOA, Festiva Tempe HOA, Tempe Royal Estate 
HOA and Terrace Walk HOA with meeting and public input information 
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• Direct contact with area multi-family complexes, 909 West Apartments, Garden Grove Apartments, 
Metropointe Apartments and Signature Place Apartments 

• Social media post on city’s Nextdoor account on 9/19; received 112 impressions 

• Posted on city web calendar 

• Town of Guadalupe announced at Council meeting and placed flyers at front counters, on website, 
marquee and Facebook page 

• Neighborhood Services personally visited the following businesses at Grove Parkway and Priest Drive to 
provide roundabout information and invite them to the meeting and/or to fill out the survey  

o ADI Business Solutions 
o American Freight 
o American Technology Specialists 
o Applebees 
o Beall’s 
o Circle K 
o Dollar Store 
o Embellysh 
o Firehouse Subs 
o Floor & Décor 
o Fuddruckers 
o KJ Gamble Tax & Accounting 
o Mattress Firm 
o NVision Wealth, LLC 
o Office of Environmental Health & Engineering – Indian Health Service Western District OEH&E 
o Palette Collective 
o Popeyes 
o Press Coffee Roasters 
o Starbucks 
o The Tile Shop 
o T-Mobile 
o Tzikii Pita Grill 
o US Storage Centers 
o Van Marcke Trade Supply 
o WalMart 
o Tenants in Groves Power Center, 1320 W. Elliot Road 

▪ Cricket Wireless 
▪ First Blue Cactus Nails 
▪ GameStop 
▪ Great Clips 
▪ Panda Express 
▪ Santa Madre Taco Shop 
▪ Subway 

o Tenants in Grove Parkway Court, 1553 W. Todd Drive 
▪ Atlantica Yiels 
▪ KBHB Home Loans  
▪ Pure Body Health 
▪ Terra Technologies 

 
For both projects, there were comments about bicyclist and pedestrian safety. To address this concern, staff 
supports the installation of a pedestrian activated rectangular rapid flash beacons (FFRB) to improve visibility at 
both locations. Residents also expressed both support and opposition to both roundabouts.  
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FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES: 
Construction of the roundabout at College Avenue & McKellips Road is estimated to be $861,146 which is 
$486,509 over the current CIP budget ($400,000). 
 
Construction of the roundabout at Priest Drive & Grove Parkway is estimated to be $1,086,509 which is 
$461,146 over the current CIP budget ($600,000). 
 
Options identified by staff include: 
 

1. Postpone both projects and explore funding options as part of FY 20 CIP budget process 
2. Move forward with construction of Priest & Grove Pkwy roundabout ONLY 

• Transfer $400,000 from College & McKellips roundabout 

• Requires an additional approx. $100,000 of CIP funding or other budget measure 
3. Move forward with construction of both roundabouts 

• Requires an additional $1 million of CIP funding or other budget measure 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
None 
 
CONTACT 
Julian Dresang 
City Traffic Engineer 
480-350-8025 
julian_dresang@tempe.gov 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. PowerPoint 
2. Public Comments 

 

mailto:julian_dresang@tempe.gov
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CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 7 

 
DATE 
January 2, 2019 
 
SUBJECT 
Future Agenda Items 
 
PURPOSE 
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the Commission or staff: 

 
• February 12 
• March 12 

o Alameda Drive Streetscape  
o McClintock Drive Reconfiguration Data  
o Capital Improvements Project Update  
o El Paso MUP  
o Grand Canal MUP  

• April 9 
o Vision Zero  
o Speed Limits 
o Paid Media Plan  
o Prop 500/BRT  

• May 14 
o MAG Design Assistance Grants 
o Bike Hero Award 
o 20 Minute City 

• June  
• July  
• August 

o Transit Security Update 
• September  

o Annual Report 
o North/South Railroad MUP 

• October  
o Annual Report 

• November 
• December  
• TBD: Ordinances Related to Bicycles and Pedestrians 
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RECOMMENDATION 
This item is for information only. 
 
CONTACT 
Shelly Seyler  
480-350-8854 
shelly_seyler@tempe.gov 

mailto:shelly_seyler@tempe.gov

