




 

 
 

Minutes of the Tempe Transportation Commission held on Tuesday, August 14, 2018, 7:30 a.m. at the Tempe 
Transportation Center, Don Cassano Community Room, 200 E. Fifth Street, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Ryan Guzy (Chair)          
Jeremy Browning  
Nigel A.L. Brooks                                                      
Susan Conklu 
Kevin Olson 
                  

Brian Fellows  
Lloyd Thomas (via phone) 
Charles Redman    
Charles Huellmantel          
Cyndi Streid  
Shana Ellis  
 

(MEMBERS) Absent:           
Bonnie Gerepka           Don Cassano 
Paul Hubbell  
 
City Staff Present: 
Shelly Seyler, Deputy Public Works Director 
Jon King, Sergeant 
Bonnie Richardson, Principal Planner 
Sam Stevenson, Senior Planner 
Eric Iwersen, Transit Manager 
Amanda Nelson, Public Information Officer 
Vanessa Spartan, Transportation Planner 
 

Chase Walman, Transportation Planner 
Sue Taaffe, Public Works Supervisor 
Joe Clements, Transportation Financial Analyst 
TaiAnna Yee, Public Information Officer 
Robert Yabes, Principal Planner 
Laura Kajfez, Neighborhood services Specialist 
Marge Zylla, Government Relations Officer 

Guests Present: 
John Federico, resident JC Porter (ASU)  
Eric Anderson, MAG Sierra Ciaramella 
  
Commission Chair Guzy called the meeting to order at 7:34 a.m. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 
None 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Minutes 
Chair Guzy introduced the minutes of the May 8, 2018 meeting and asked for a motion. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Nigel Brooks 
Second:  Commissioner Cyndi Streid 
Decision:  Approved  

  

Minutes 
City of Tempe Transportation Commission 

August 14, 2018 
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Agenda Item 3 – Proposition 400 Extension  
Eric Anderson with Maricopa Association of Governments made a presentation about Proposition 400. Topics of the 
presentation included: 

• Timeline 

• Stakeholders 

• Budget 

• Proposition 500 possibility 

• Potential future for the regional freeway and highway program 

• Draft MAG Freight Network 

• Arterial streets 

• 2015 corridors with demand vs existing frequency 

• Light rail expansion 

• Commuter rail 

• Next steps 
 

Discussion by the Commission included the following questions: 

• What is the best way for the Transportation Commission to get involved in the process? The best way is to 
continue to have MAG make presentations to the commission, engage the business community and 
communicate with the legislature.  

• What is MAG’s position on commuter rail between Phoenix and Tucson? It would be a “game changer” for 
the region, but it is also very expensive.  

• Will there be a change to the roadway lifecycle program? There are discussions about lowing the local 
match to 20% instead of 30%. 

• How does the plan accommodate autonomous vehicles? MAG is reviewing how these types of technologies 
will affect the street structure.  

 
Agenda Item 4 – Rio Salado and Beach Park Master Plan  
Bonnie Richardson made a presentation regarding the Rio Salado and Beach Park Master Plan. Topics of the 
presentation included: 

• Project scope 

• Integrated planning 

• Tempe Urban Core Master Plan 

• Community feedback 

• Park history 

• Transit connections 

• Special events 

• Existing assets 

• Current challenges 

• Programming 

• Conceptual design 

• Public input 

• Next steps 
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Agenda Item 5 – Bus System Performance, Transit Services Security Report and Streetcar Update 
Eric Iwersen, Jon King and Sam Stevenson presented information on Tempe’s transit system. Topics of the 
presentation included: 

• Overview 

• Funding 

• Ridership 

• Performance 

• Trends 

• Bus bays and shelters 

• Transit security 

• Orbit Saturn 

• Tempe Streetcar 

• Next steps 
 
Discussion by the Commission included the following questions and comments: 

• How does First Transit compare to Veolia as a contractor? It is not a fair comparison because the metrics 
were slightly different for Veolia. In general, accidents decreased, on-time performance increased, 
complaints increased, mechanical failures decreased and percentage of revenue service completed 
increased. 

• Will ASU and Tempe Police Department representatives be part of the bus shelter design process? Yes 

• A statement was made by a commissioner that it could be possible that there weren’t necessarily more 
crimes in Tempe this past year, but rather more officers in plain clothes catching those committing crimes.  

• What happened to the intercity bus system that was in Tempe years ago? It appears that there was an 
organizational change and this company is back in the market. 

• How is fare evasion on light rail trending? It does occur because of the type of open system we have, but 
about 95% of people comply.  

•  
Agenda Item 6 – Department & Regional Transportation Updates 
Shelly Seyler made two announcements: 

1) There will be a second public hearing later this month regarding changing the Transportation Commission 
ordinance to allow for 1) member who is affiliated with Arizona State University and is not a resident of 
Tempe and one (1) member who is employed in Tempe and is not a resident of Tempe. 

2) There will be several public meetings this fall for a variety of transportation-related projects. The commission 
will receive email updates on meeting dates, times and locations.  

 
Agenda Item 7 - Future Agenda Items  

The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the commission or staff: 

• September 11 
o Annual Report 
o Autonomous Vehicles  
o El Paso Multi-Use Path Project  
o North/South Railroad Spur MUP  
o College Avenue Bike Lanes  
o Bike Share 

• October 9 
o Annual Report  
o Prop 500/BRT  
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o Bicycle and Pedestrian Grants  
o T Intersections  
o Repaving Streets and Transportation Master Plan Project Interface  

o BikeIt  

• November 13 (Joint meeting with Sustainability Commission) 
o Climate Action Plan + Transportation 
o Orbit Saturn 

• December 11 

o Alameda Drive Streetscape  

o Market Research  
o Vision Zero  

• January 8 
o Commission Business  

• February 12 
o Paid Media Plan  

• March 12 
o McClintock Drive Reconfiguration Data  

o Capital Improvements Project Update  

• April 9 
• May 14 

o MAG Design Assistance Grants 
TBD: Ordinances Related to Bicycles and Pedestrians 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for September 11, 2018.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 a.m. 
 
Prepared by:  Sue Taaffe 
Reviewed by:  Shelly Seyler  



mailto:Shelly_seyler@tempe.gov
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CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT  

 
AGENDA ITEM 5 

 

DATE 
September 11, 2018 
 
SUBJECT 
Transportation Commission Annual Report 
 
PURPOSE 
To request that the Transportation Commission review the draft 2018 Transportation 
Commission Annual Report and discuss the proposed goals for 2019. 
 
BACKGROUND 
To better serve the City Council and community on the work of Tempe’s various advisory 
boards and commissions, the city manager asks staff to produce an annual report detailing the 
work of the board or commission to submit to the City Clerk by December 7 of each year. The 
report features the membership, accomplishments, goals, attendance and the overall work of 
the City’s board and commission volunteers. The various reports are combined into one 
resource for City Council to review. If requested by the Mayor, board and commission chairs 
may present their annual report to the City Council during a Work Study Session. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
None 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
None 
 
CONTACT 
Shelly Seyler 
Deputy Public Works Director 
480-350-8854 
shelly_seyler @tempe.gov 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

• DRAFT Annual Report 

• PowerPoint 

 

mailto:greg_jordan@tempe.gov


 
 

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION  
2018 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

Description as Defined in Ordinance:   
The transportation commission shall have the following powers and duties:  
(1) To suggest to the mayor and city council qualified and interested persons eligible for appointment for commission 
vacancies;  
 
(2) To consult, through the chairman of the commission, with the public works department, as to the items to be included on 
the agenda of meetings of the commission prior to the preparation and distribution of the agenda by the public works 
department;  
 
(3) To prepare and submit an annual report to the city manager and city council including applicable council committees;  
 
(4) To advise and make recommendations to the city council and to assist city departments and the city manager to plan and 
implement a balanced transportation system within Tempe which incorporates all forms of transportation in a unified, 
interconnected manner and complements land use, making a positive environmental impact through reduction of energy 
consumption, air pollution and congestion, while promoting economic development and providing mobility for all persons, 
including elderly and disabled;  
 
(5) To advise and make recommendations to the city council and to assist city departments and the city manager on 
appropriate performance standards and benchmarks for use in evaluating the city's transportation system and program, 
based on nationally recognized guidelines and local priorities;  
 
(6) To advise and make recommendations to the city council and to assist city departments and the city manager on 
transportation plans, projects and ordinances, including but not limited to:  
a. To recommend and review short and long-range plans and studies for the city's transportation system, including streets, 
transit, bicycling, pedestrians and demand management;  
b. To periodically review and update the transportation elements of the city's general plan;  
c. To provide input and review regional, state and federal transportation plans, projects and issues especially as provided by 
federal law; and  
d. To promote and maintain bicycling as a safe and effective mode of travel for recreation, health and transportation.  
 
(7) To advise and recommend to the city council and to assist city departments and the city manager annually on the 
elements of prioritized, unified operating and capital improvement program budgets for transportation;  
 
(8) To provide a forum for public hearings and other public involvement mechanisms to assure community-based 
transportation plans, projects and issues, and to meet all federal and other guidelines for public involvement in transportation 
projects where applicable; and  
 
(9) To take any such further actions as may be deemed necessary and appropriate to further the goals of the commission. 
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TCC § {City Code, Chapter 2, Article V, Division 8} 

 

List of Board and Commission Members, Including Attendance and Service Dates from January 2018 to 
November 2018:   

Board/Commission Members: Service Dates: Attendance Record: 

 

Name of Chair and Vice Chair:   
▪ Chair – Ryan Guzy 
▪ Vice Chair – Shana Ellis 
 

Staff Liaison and Contact Information:   
Staff Liaison: Department: Phone: Email: 

 
Meeting Frequency and Location:   
Meetings are typically held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 a.m. at 200 E. Fifth Street, Don Cassano Community 
Room, Tempe, AZ 85281.Between January and November 2018, nine meetings were held. The December meeting will be 
held after the report is due.  
 

Number of Meetings Cancelled and Reason for Cancellation:   
The June and July 2018 meetings were cancelled due to lack of agenda items. 
 
 

Vacancies and Duration of Vacancies:   
Shereen Lerner resigned in April 2018. 
 

Subcommittee and Subcommittee Activity:   
Did the Board/Commission have any subcommittees active during the reporting period?  ☐ YES ☒ NO 

 
Mission Statement:   

Browning, Jeremy  
Streid, Cyndi 
Conklu, Susan 
Fellows, Brian 
Gerepka, Bonnie 
Guzy, Ryan 
Thomas, Lloyd A. 
Cassano, Don 
Huellmantel, Charles 
Lerner, Shereen  
Olson, Kevin 
Redman, Charles 
Shana Ellis 
Paul Hubbell 
Nigel A.L. Brooks 
 

12/31/2019 
12/31/2019 
12/31/2020 
12/31/2020 
12/31/2020 
12/31/2020 
12/31/2020 
12/31/2018 
12/31/2018 
4/15/2018 

12/31/2018 
12/31/2018 
12/31/2019 
12/31/2019 
12/31/2019 

 Attended 6 meetings out of 9 
Attended 5 meetings out of 9 
Attended 5 meetings out of 9 
Attended 5 meetings out of 9  
Attended 3 meetings out of 9 
Attended 6 meetings out of 9 
Attended 6 meetings out of 9 
Attended 4 meetings out of 9 
Attended 3 meetings out of 9 
Attended 2 meetings out of 4 
Attended 5 meetings out of 9 
Attended 6 meetings out of 9 
Attended 5 meetings out of 9 
Attended 5 meetings out of 9 
Attended 6 meetings out of 9 

 
 

Public Works 480-350-8854 shelly_seyler@tempe.gov Shelly Seyler 
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The mission of the Transportation Commission is to ensure that the city has a balanced transportation system which 
incorporates all forms of transportation in an interconnected manner while complementing land use, making a positive 
environmental impact through reduction of energy consumption, air pollution and congestion, promoting economic 
development, providing mobility and accessibility for all persons, and creating a forum for residents to provide input on 
transportation plans, projects and issues. 
 

Accomplishments (Past 12 Months):   
Council Priority: Implementing sustainable growth and development strategies, including improving Tempe’s public transit 
system to meet future needs, by actively seeking innovative technologies and leading the way in creating a more sustainable 
community. 
 
Transportation Commission Accomplishments as they relate to the above-mentioned Council priority: 
 
Bike Hero: Commission selected JC Porter as the 2018 Bike Hero Award recipient. 
 
Vison Zero: Commission supported the City Council making an official commitment to Tempe becoming a Vision Zero city. 
 
Fifth Street Streetscape Project: Commission recommended maintaining design Concept A for the project which is 
consistent with the strategic priory related to Vision Zero.  
 
Dockless Bicycle Right-of-Way Use License: Commission recommended the following: 

• Implement a fee to include performance incentives 

• Consider adding a refundable bond element 

• Allow staff to make the necessary adjustments to the license as needed 

• Re-evaluate the user indemnification requirement 
 
Ordinances Related to Bicycles and Pedestrians: Commission recommended creating a working group to make 
modifications to Section 7-52 of the city bike ordinance. 
 
Setting Speed Limits: Commission supported staff’s recommended speed limit changes. 
 
MAG Pedestrian Design Assistance Grants: Commission approved submitting the North Bank – Grand Canal Connection 
project for the grant.  
 
Annual Report: Commission approved the 2018 Transportation Commission Annual Report. 
 
 
 

 
Goals Related to City Council Strategic Priorities, if Applicable (Next 12 Months):   
Council Priority: 

1) Implementing sustainable growth and development strategies, including improving Tempe’s public transit system to 
meet future needs, by actively seeking innovative technologies and leading the way in creating a more sustainable 
community. 

2) Enhancing the quality of life for all Tempe residents and workers through investment in neighborhoods, parks, the 
arts, human services, and city amenities, with an emphasis on equity and diversity. 
 

• Recommend annual Bike Hero 
• Recommend FY 2019/20 paid media plan 
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• Recommend project(s) to be submitted for MAG Design Assistance Grants 
• Monitor and provide feedback for Tempe Streetcar project, bus and light rail operations, bicycle and pedestrian 

projects and bike share program 
• Oversee strategic development of transportation systems and use of transit funds 
• Monitor progress and provide feedback of Transportation Master Plan and the transportation chapter of the General 

Plan  









 

 

 

CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 6 

 
DATE 
August 28, 2018 
 
SUBJECT 
North/South Railroad Spur Multi-use Path 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this memo is to provide the Commission with an update on Phase I of the North/South Rail 

Multiuse Path Project.   

BACKGROUND 

The City of Tempe’s North/South Rail Spur Multi-Use Path project is a joint City of Tempe/Congestion 

Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) project. This Phase I project is located along and adjacent to the existing 

Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) corridor between Baseline Road and University Drive. The pathway will share the 

paved roadway along Kyrene Road and Farmer Avenue and will be located in currently undeveloped portions 

of UPRR’s spur line corridor between Southern Avenue and 13th Street. This project is approximately 16,300 

linear feet in total length which equates to approximately 3.1-miles. A future Phase II would extend the path 

south to Knox Road. The combined Phase I and II efforts will eventually provide a 7-mile connection.  

Project History: In 2012 the City of Tempe received a Design Assistance Grant from the Maricopa Association 

of Governments to study the full corridor extents (University Drive to Knox Road). That process concluded with 

a Narrative Report entailing a preliminary design recommendation in January 2015. The Transportation 

Commission was updated in May 2014 and December 2014 on that preliminary design effort.  

Following completion of the preliminary design, the City then applied for CMAQ funds to complete design and 

construction of the project. A design team was hired in 2017 to develop and design construction documents for a 

buildable project that strives to provide a safe and low-stress north/south bicycle facility that spans the city limits.  

The 2015 Transportation Master Plan supports the implementation of this project including identifying the 

pathway in the Recommended Bicycle Pedestrian Improvements 2040 map and project list.   

Design Goals: The goals for this non-motorized facility design identified by project staff, design team, and 

stakeholders include: 

• Providing safe mobility for all  

• Utilize City right-of-way when available 

• Coordinate with Union Pacific Railroad where needed 



 

 

• Provide safe/signalized crossings across busy roadways 

• Include sidewalks and curb, return ramp upgrades, potential installation of railing/fencing when adjacent 
to the UPRR spur line, lighting, landscaping, three (3) node areas, roadway striping, existing traffic signal 
modifications, new pedestrian signals, potential UPRR gate installation, and wayfinding signage. 
 

Community Outreach & Public Feedback: Four public meetings are anticipated (two at approximately 30% 

design stage and two at a later design stage). Additionally, future updates to City Council and boards and 

commissions will be held as the project progresses.  

The first two public meetings will be held in October 2018 to introduce the project, present the 30% design 

drawings, and collect public feedback on the project direction. This feedback will inform revisions and priorities 

for improvements on the corridor.  

  PUBLIC MEETING 1    PUBLIC MEETING 2 
  October 3, 2018    October 13, 2018 
  5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.    9:30 a.m. -11:00 a.m. 
  Culinary Dropout,    Landing Credit Union  

149 S. Farmer Ave.    2800 S. Mill Ave. 
 

Those unable to attend either of the meetings are encouraged to visit the project website: 
www.tempe.gov/NorthSouthRailroadPath for more detailed information and to provide 
input online. Input on this phase will be taken October 3 – 27, 2018. 

NEXT STEPS 

Public meetings will be held October 2018 to collect input on the 30% design documents. The 60% design 
documents are anticipated in late 2018. The 90% design documents and environmental clearance are 
anticipated by spring 2019.  
 
The final design documents are scheduled to be submitted to FHWA and ADOT by summer 2019 to obligate 
the federal funds secured for the project. Project construction is estimated to late 2020. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Programmed funding for Phase 1 design includes $507,000 from the City transit fund. Programmed funding for 
Phase 1 construction includes $2.3 million in federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality funds and $220,000 
in City transit funds.  

RECOMMENDATION 

This is for information only.  

CONTACT 

Vanessa Spartan, AICP 

Transportation Planner 

480-350-2897 

Vanessa_Spartan@tempe.gov  

ATTACHMENTS 

PowerPoint Presentation 

http://www.tempe.gov/NorthSouthRailroadPath
mailto:Vanessa_Spartan@tempe.gov
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CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 10 

 
DATE 
August 6, 2018 
 
SUBJECT 
Future Agenda Items 
 
PURPOSE 
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the Commission or staff: 

 
• October 9 

o Annual Report  
o Bicycle and Pedestrian Grants  
o T Intersections  
o Repaving Streets and Transportation Master Plan Project Interface  
o Urban Core Master Plan 

• November 13 (Joint meeting with Sustainability Commission) 
o Climate Action Plan + Transportation 
o Orbit Saturn 

• December 11 
o Alameda Drive Streetscape  
o Market Research  
o Vision Zero  
o Flash 
o Commuter Rail 

• January 8 
o Commission Business  
o Prop 500/BRT  

• February 12 
o Paid Media Plan  

• March 12 
o McClintock Drive Reconfiguration Data  
o Capital Improvements Project Update  

• April 9 
• May 14 

o MAG Design Assistance Grants 
• TBD: Ordinances Related to Bicycles and Pedestrians 

 

 




