
 

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 

 

 

Transportation Commission 
 

 
 

MEETING DATE MEETING LOCATION 
Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

7:30 a.m. 
 
 

Tempe Transportation Center, Don Cassano Room 
200 E. 5th Street, 2nd floor 

Tempe, Arizona 
 

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER 
ACTION or 

INFORMATION 

1. Public Appearances 
The Transportation Commission welcomes public 
comment for items listed on this agenda. There is a 
three-minute time limit per citizen. 

Don Cassano, Commission 
Chair 

 

Information 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes   
The Commission will be asked to review and approve 
meeting minutes from the November 14, 2017 
meeting. 

Don Cassano, Commission 
Chair 

Action 

3. Commission Business  
The Commission will be asked to elect a chair and vice 
chair for 2018 as well as reach consensus on meeting 
date and time. 

Don Cassano, Commission 
Chair 

Action 

4. Bike Hero Award 
Staff will request the Commission select a recipient for 
the city’s annual Bike Hero Award. 

Sue Taaffe, Public Works Action 

5. Vision Zero 
Staff will present information on City Council strategic 
priority 1.08 – reducing the number of fatal and 
serious injury crashes to zero. 

Julian Dresang, Public 
Works 

Information and 
Possible Action 

6. Fifth Street Streetscape Project 
Staff will provide an update on the Fifth Street 
Streetscape Project. 

Eric Iwersen and Tony 
Belleau, Public Works 

Information and 
Possible Action 

7. Department & Regional Transportation Updates  
Staff will provide updates and current issues being 
discussed at regional transit agencies. 

Public Works Staff Information 

8. Future Agenda Items  
Commission may request future agenda items. 

Commission Chair Information and 
Possible Action 



 

 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Transportation Commission may only discuss matters listed on 
the agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 
48 hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired 
persons. Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a 
public meeting.  



 

 
 

Minutes of the Tempe Transportation Commission held on Tuesday, November 14, 2017, 7:30 a.m. at the Tempe 
Transportation Center, Don Cassano Community Room, 200 E. Fifth Street, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Don Cassano (Chair)           
Paul Hubbell  
Jeremy Browning (via phone) 
Nigel A.L. Brooks                                                      
Cyndi Streid  
Susan Conklu  
Charles Huellmantel 
              

Kevin Olson 
Shereen Lerner  
Bonnie Gerepka    
Ryan Guzy 
Shana Ellis 
Lloyd Thomas (via phone) 
Brian Fellows 
 

(MEMBERS) Absent:  
Charles Redman 
 
City Staff Present: 
Eric Iwersen, Transit Manager 
Amanda Nelson, Public Information Officer 
Shelly Seyler, Deputy Public Works Direction 
Tony Belleau, Transportation Planner 

Laura Kajfez, Neighborhoods Services Specialist 
Chase Walman, Transportation Planner 
Sue Taaffe, Public Works Supervisor 
Joe Clements, Transportation Financial Analyst 

 
Guests Present: 
John Federico, resident Lori Jones, SRP 
Nick Fox, APS Matthew Goodnight SRP 
Shawna Hash, CycleHop Dave Nelson, CycleHop 
JC Porter, ASU AJ Rayes, ASU student 
Alex Albert, WSP 
 
Commission Chair Cassano called the meeting to order at 7:28 a.m. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 
None 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Minutes 
Chair Cassano introduced the minutes of the October 10, 2017 meeting and asked for a motion. A motion was made 
to approve the minutes. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Nigel A.L. Brooks 
Second:  Commissioner Paul Hubbell 

  

Minutes 
City of Tempe Transportation Commission 

November 14, 2017  
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Decision:  Approved  
 
Agenda Item 3 – Maintenance Procedures for Trees near Overhead Power Lines 
Nick Fox with APS and Matthew Goodnight with SRP presented information about their respective tree trimming 
programs. Topics of the presentation included: 

• Overview of program 

• Operations 

• Maintenance 

• Outreach 
 
The Commissioners asked the following questions and made the following statements. 

• Is the work subcontracted? APS said that most of the tree trimming is contracted. SRP also uses 
contractors. 

• One Commissioner commented that their experience with the pruning crews has been excellent. He also 
stated that his preference would be for the utility companies to prune the canopy and the city to trim the rest 
of the tree. 

• How far from the utility lines are the trees pruned? It varies depending on the circumstances, but they do not 
prune for clearance of the telecommunication lines.  

 
Agenda Item 4 – Commission Business 
Chair Cassano asked if there were any questions about the proposed language to amending the residency 
requirements for the Transportation Commission as stated in the city code. The city code currently reads: 
“The Transportation Commission is composed of fifteen (15) members, who must be Tempe residents and are 
appointed for a term of three years.   
 
The draft language reads: “There is hereby established a Transportation Commission consisting of fifteen (15) 
members who are appointed for a term of three years. Two (2) members may be non-residents; one (1) who is 
affiliated with Arizona State University and one (1) who works in Tempe.” 

 
A Commissioner asked if “affiliated” meant that the person could be either an ASU staff or student. Staff responded 
that was the intention.   

 
A motion was made to approve the language presented by staff. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Kevin Olson 
Second:  Commissioner Brian Fellows 
Decision:  Approved  

 
Agenda Item 5 – Bike Share 
Sue Taaffe made a presentation about Tempe’s bike share program. Topics of the presentation included: 

• Background 

• Trips to date 

• Miles ridden 

• Average trip time and distance 

• Outreach 

• Next steps 
 

The Commissioners asked the following questions and made the following statements. 
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• Did Scottsdale choose a different vendor? Scottsdale had been talking with Lime Bike about launching a 
system. GRID decided to launch a system on Nov. 6 without an agreement with Scottsdale.  

• Have much access does the city have to the data? There is a section in the contract that states that the city 
may request any data CycleHop possesses. If there is additional data that the Commission would like to see 
in the monthly reports, the city can request that information.  

• Are there any plans to locate stations near schools? Staff had met with the Tempe Union High School 
District prior to the launch and they were not interested in having stations near their facilities.  

• It appears that some of the stations are located along streets that are challenging due to the lack of 
infrastructure. 

• Is the city considering dockless bikes share systems? At this time, there is nothing preventing a vendor from 
operating a dockless system in Tempe.  

• Can a neighborhood or business sponsor a station, and would CycleHop maintain the additional bikes? Yes 
they can, but there is no advertising permitted. The city does not have the funding to purchase additional 
bikes and racks. The contract with CycleHop stipulates that a certain number of bikes and racks will be 
maintained in Tempe and as such the contract would likely have to be amended.  

• At what point would the city consider moving low performing stations to other locations? We will continue to 
monitor ridership at low performing stations and relocate them as necessary. 

• Why is the hourly rate $7 and the monthly rate only $15? The hourly rate starts when the bicycle is unlocked 
and ends when it is locked, which means the user pays a 12 cent per minute rate. The maximum fee for 
using a bicycle in a 24-hour period is $25. The monthly rate allows for 60 free minutes a day and the user 
will be charged for any usage over that that time period.  
 

Agenda Item 6 – Plan for Expansion of Bicycle/Pedestrian Paths 
Chase Walman made a presentation about Tempe’s bicycle/pedestrian projects. Topics of the presentation included: 

• Current status 

• Recently completed projects 

• Projects under construction 

• Projects in design 

• Federal funding 
 

A Commissioner asked how projects could be added to the list. The best time for the Commission to make project 
recommendations is during the annual pedestrian assistance grant process every spring. 
 
Agenda Item 7 – Department & Regional Transportation Updates 
Eric Iwersen handed out information about the Orbit Saturn celebration on Nov. 25. Sue Taaffe mentioned that, due 
to construction in the Cassano Room, the January and February meetings may be held at a different location.  

 
Agenda Item 8 - Future Agenda Items  

The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the Commission or staff: 

  

• December 12 
• January 9 

o Commission Business 
o Speed Limits 
o Crash Data, Enforcement and Texting 

o Fifth Street Streetscape Project 
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• February 13 
o North/South Railroad Spur MUP  
o FY 18/19 Paid Media Plan 
o Prop 500 
o Bike Hero Award 
o Streetcar 

• March 13 
o Capital Improvement Project Update 
o Alameda Drive Streetscape  
o Upstream Dam Bridge 

• April 10 
o Vision Zero 

• May 8 
o MAG Design Assistance Grants  

• June 12 
o Streetcar 

• July 10 
• August 14 
• September 11 

o Annual Report 
• October 9 
• November 13 

o Orbit Saturn 
• TBD: Bicycle/Pedestrian Signal Activate Operations Update  

 

The December 12, 2017 meeting was cancelled. The next meeting is scheduled for January 9, 2018. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 a.m. 
 
Prepared by:  Sue Taaffe 
Reviewed by:  Shelly Seyler and Eric Iwersen  



CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

 
AGENDA ITEM 3 

 
DATE 
January 2, 2018 
 
SUBJECT 
Commission Business 
 
PURPOSE 
To request that the Transportation Commission makes selections for the positions of chair and vice-chair 
as well as reach consensus on meeting date and time. 
 
BACKGROUND 
At the January meeting of each year, the Commission addresses the following business: 

 

• Chair and Vice-Chair. The Commission annually elects a Chair and Vice-Chair for the upcoming 
year per the Tempe City Code, Sec. 2-249 “The officers of the commission shall be selected by 
the commission members at the first meeting of the commission following the 31st day of 
December of each year and shall serve until the 31st day of December of the next succeeding 
year. No officer shall serve in the same capacity for more than two (2) consecutive one-year 
terms.”  

• Meeting Dates and Times. The Commission regularly scheduled meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 a.m. 
 

As of January 2, 2018, the Commission has 15 member positions filled. Transportation Commission 
members are listed below. 
 
1. Don Cassano (Current Chair elected in Jan. 2016 and reelected in January 2017) 
2. Ryan Guzy (Current Vice Chair elected in Jan. 2016 and reelected in January 2017) 
3. Jeremy Browning 
4. Bonnie Gerepka 
5. Charles Huellmantel  
6. Kevin Olsen 
7. Charles Redman 
8. Cyndi Streid 
9. Susan Conklu 
10. Shereen Lerner 
11. Lloyd Thomas 
12. Brian Fellows 
13. Shana Ellis 
14. Nigel A.L. Brooks 
15. Paul Hubbell 
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FISCAL IMPACT 
None 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
None 
 
CONTACT 
Shelly Seyler 
Deputy Public Works Director 
480-350-8854 
shelly_seyler@tempe.gov 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
None 

mailto:shelly_seyler@tempe.gov


CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 4 

 
DATE 
January 2, 2018 
 
SUBJECT 
Tempe Bike Hero Award 
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this memo is to request that the Commission select a recipient for the city’s annual Bike 
Hero Award. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The purpose of the Tempe Bike Hero Award is to celebrate bicycling in Tempe, increase awareness of 
bicycling as an alternative mode of transportation, promote bicycling as an environmentally-friendly 
recreational activity and illustrate the dedication of Tempe residents and organizations to bicycling.  
 
Award criteria include: 

• Individuals who live or work in Tempe. 

• Tempe-based organizations. 

• Demonstration of how the nominee promotes bicycling in Tempe including listing his/her or the 
organization’s achievements and contributions to bicycling along with specific instances of 
bicycle advocacy.  Contributions that could qualify for the award include, but aren’t limited to, 
the following: 

o demonstration of using a bicycle as a significant mode of transportation 
o consistent implementation of bike-friendly facilities at a business site 
o organization of bike events 
o bike-friendly elements in facility design 
o bike safety advocacy 
o youth involvement in bicycling 
o advocacy for bicycle-friendly roads 

 
Nominees include: 

1. Richard Redel 

2. Laura Kajfez 

3. JC Porter 
 

Past winners include Broadmor Bobcats (2017), Bike Saviours (2016), Catherine Brubaker (2016), Eric 
and Rochelle Geryol (2015), Ryan and Jennifer Guzy (2014), Maja Wessels (2013), Patricia Berning 

 



 
 
(2012), Eric Iwersen (2011), Bicycle Cellar (2010), Sue Fassett (2009) and Tempe Bicycle Action Group 
(2008). The recipient will be presented with the award at a future Tempe City Council meeting.  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
$125 for the award, which is budgeted in cost center 3916-6629. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Select a recipient for the 2018 bike hero award. 
 
CONTACT 
Sue Taaffe 
Public  Works Supervisor 
480-350-8663 
sue_taaffe@tempe.gov  

 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
Nominations 

 
 

mailto:sue_taaffe@tempe.gov














 

 

Dear Tempe Bike Hero Awards Committee, 

JC Porter, ASU Parking and Transit Services’ assistant director for commuter services, exemplifies what it 

means to be a bike hero because he leads by example. As one Boise-area reporter said, “Some talk the 

talk, others walk the walk; JC Porter rides the ride.”1 To say that JC is an avid cyclist would be an 

understatement. He makes the 20-mile commute from home to work and back again – a 40-mile 

roundtrip – each day on his bicycle. Because he is so intimately familiar with what a cyclist experiences 

in the course of a ride, he offers invaluable insight to what is needed in order to make bicycling a more 

attractive option for ASU students and employees.  

His contributions to the cycling community at ASU have been numerous. Under his stewardship, what 

were typical bike accommodations on a university campus three years ago have exploded into a robust 

bicycling program that boasts state-of-the-art facilities and convenient routes. He opened bike valet 

stations, where attendants parked more than 30,500 bicycles on campus during the 2016-2017 

academic year. JC spearheaded the effort to add bike boxes at several intersections on campus, 

sharrows along campus and adjacent city streets, and established a contra-flow bike lane along one of 

the most heavily bicycle-traveled streets leading to the university. He also initiated the implementation 

of a shared-use path along University Drive, giving electric carts, bicyclists, skateboarders and 

pedestrians a safe route along University Drive, all while keeping them out of the roadway. In 

cooperation with the City of Tempe, JC secured a memorandum of understanding for the bike share 

company GRID Bike to have a presence on ASU’s Tempe campus. 

Soon after JC’s arrival at ASU, the Tempe campus was designated a Gold-level Bicycle Friendly University 

by the League of American Bicyclists, with the Downtown Phoenix, Polytechnic and West campuses later 

earning a Bronze-level distinction. His diligence earned him recognition from the City of Tempe, which 

also garnered Gold-level status from the League thanks in great part to JC’s efforts. In April 2017, ASU’s 

bike program received the university President’s Award for Sustainability. 

Members of JC’s staff frequently host bike registration events on campus, where ASU students and 

employees can register their bike for free and learn more about bicycle care and safety. In that vein of 

bicycle safety, JC developed a bike safety video that can be accessed from ASU’s bike webpage and has 

been featured in ASU’s official employee newsletter.  

                                                           
1 “Point A to Point B: How Boise State is driving the City of Boise away from cars and toward bikes.” George 
Prentice. Boise Weekly, May 8, 2013. http://www.boiseweekly.com/boise/point-a-to-point-
b/Content?oid=2865761   

https://asunow.asu.edu/20170419-solutions-presidents-awards-honor-innovation-within-asu-community
https://cfo.asu.edu/article/20171002-bike-month-shifts-sustainable-transportation-high-gear
https://vimeo.com/229349986
https://bike.asu.edu/
http://www.boiseweekly.com/boise/point-a-to-point-b/Content?oid=2865761
http://www.boiseweekly.com/boise/point-a-to-point-b/Content?oid=2865761
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more than 
doubled
the 
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registered 
bicycles
in one year 

bicycle registration 

3,032 in FY15 | 6,467 in FY16



nearly
quadrupled
the number
of bikes
parked
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stations

bike valet

8,905 in 2013-14 | 30,500 in 2016-17
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CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 5 

 
DATE 
January 2, 2018 
 
SUBJECT 
Vision 0 – Reducing Serious and Fatal Injury Crashes 

 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this presentation is to discuss with the Transportation Commission the strategic 
approach of adopting a Vision Zero framework for Tempe.   

BACKGROUND 
Crashes happen almost every day in the City of Tempe.  Many result in only property damage but others 
result in minor injuries, severe injuries and fatalities.  In the past five years (2012-2016), 47 people lost 
their lives and an additional 406 people were seriously injured on Tempe streets. These crashes are not 
“accidents” and can be prevented. In addition, often the severities can be reduced. Many city departments 
including Public Works, Police and Fire Medical & Rescue are already actively employing programs that 
improve safety and response times. The goals of Vision Zero is to build upon those existing programs with 
new strategies to help meet the Council’s adopted performance measure to “achieve a reduction in the 
number of fatal and serious injury crashes to zero” in Tempe. 
 
PERFORMANCE MEASURE 
Under Safe and Secure Communities, the Council has adopted the following performance measure: 

• 1.08 Achieve a reduction in the number of fatal and serious injury crashes to zero. 
 

DATA 
Crashes that involve motorized vehicles are reported to the Tempe Police Department.  These include 
single vehicle crashes, vehicle-vehicle crashes, vehicle-bicycle crashes and vehicle-pedestrian crashes. The 
following data includes fatal and serious injury crashes for the five-year period from 2012 to 2016: 
 

• 2012:  3 Fatalities, 88 Serious Injuries 

• 2013:  8 Fatalities, 96 Serious Injuries 

• 2014: 14 Fatalities, 81 Serious Injuries 

• 2015:  6 Fatalities, 65 Serious Injuries 

• 2016: 16 Fatalities, 76 Serious Injuries 
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VISION ZERO 
There is an international and national movement to embrace Vision Zero.  The original concept began in 
Sweden and has expanded around the globe.  Vision Zero is a traffic safety policy that takes an ethical 
approach toward achieving safety for all road users.  There are three key principles: 
 

1. Traffic deaths and severe injuries are preventable. 
2. When crashes do occur, severity can be reduced. 
3. Safety is everybody’s responsibility. 

 
As of November 2017, over 30 cities in the United States have embraced the following “Vision Zero 
framework”: 
 

1. A clear goal of eliminating traffic fatalities and severe injuries has been set. 
2. The Mayor has publicly, officially committed to Vision Zero. 
3. A Vision Zero plan or strategy is in place, or the Mayor has committed to doing so in clear time 

frame. 
4. Key city departments (including police, transportation and public health) are engaged. 

 
STRATEGIES 
Staff has identified the following strategies to make Tempe the first City in the State of Arizona to embrace 
Vision Zero: 
 

1. Adopt the “Vision Zero” framework 
2. Develop a comprehensive Vision Zero action plan by engaging city departments and community 

stakeholder groups 
3. Positively influence the transportation safety culture by focusing on the “5 E’s” of Transportation 

Safety: 

• Engineering 

• Education 

• Enforcement 

• Emergency Response 

• Evaluation 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
TBD 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
To support staff’s recommended approach of adopting a Vision Zero framework for Tempe. 
 
CONTACT 

Julian Dresang 
City Traffic Engineer 
480-350-8025 
julian_dresang @tempe.gov  

 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

• PowerPoint 
 
 

mailto:sue_taaffe@tempe.gov
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CONTACT 
Eric Iwersen 
Transit Manager 
480-350-8810 
eric_iwersen@tempe.gov  

 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

• PowerPoint 

• Public Comments 

mailto:eric_iwersen@tempe.gov
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CITY OF TEMPE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

STAFF REPORT 

 

 
AGENDA ITEM 8 

 
DATE 
December 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT 
Future Agenda Items 
 
PURPOSE 
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the Commission or staff: 

• February 13 
o North/South Railroad Spur MUP  
o FY 18/19 Paid Media Plan 
o Prop 500 
o Speed Limits 
o Streetcar 

• March 13 
o Capital Improvement Project Update 
o Alameda Drive Streetscape  
o Upstream Dam Bridge 

• April 10 
o Crash Data, Enforcement and Texting 

• May 8 
o MAG Design Assistance Grants  

• June 12 
o Streetcar 

• July 10 
• August 14 
• September 11 

o Annual Report 
• October 9 
• November 13 

o Orbit Saturn 
• December 11 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
This item is for information only. 
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CONTACT 
Shelly Seyler  
480-350-8854 
shelly_seyler@tempe.gov 

mailto:shelly_seyler@tempe.gov
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