
 
 

Minutes of the TEMPE VETERANS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, June 21, 6:00 p.m., at the Tempe, Public 
Library, Lower Level, Meeting Room B, 3500 S. Rural Road, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present:  
 
Keith Finkle, Chair 
Mario Aguirre (telephonically) 
Troy Friedman 
Lauren Hyre 
Patricia Little-Upah 
Michelle Loposky 
David Lucier 

 
(MEMBERS) Absent:   
 
Michelle Bravo, Vice-Chair 
Bryan Durham 
Scott Essex 
Laura Skotnicki 
 
 
 

 
  
City Staff Present:  
 
Valerie Kime Trujillo, Human Services Deputy Director 
Melissa Placencia, Administrative Assistant 
Cody Sprouse, Tempe Community Council Intern 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order 
 
Chair Keith Finkle called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Appearances 
 
Cody Sprouse introduced himself to the Commission and expressed his interest in the work the Commission is doing. 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Review and Approval of January 10, 2017 Minutes – Strategic Plan (Motion Required) 
 
MOTION:    Commission Member David Lucier moved to APPROVE the minutes 
SECOND:   Motion seconded by Commission Member Michelle Loposky 
DECISION: Minutes unanimously APPROVED 
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Agenda Item 4 – Review and Approval of January 26, 2017 – Strategic Plan Implementation Minutes (Motion 
Required) 
 
Chair Keith Finkle feels the strategic direction: “Influencing Tempe Job Market for Veterans” will be the Commission’s 
primary objective for the remainder of the year. To assist with this strategic directions, Commission Member Michelle 
Loposky will develop a social media calendar for Facebook and Twitter and meet with the City of Tempe’s 
Communication Manager Nikki Ripley. Commission Member Mario Aguirre will distribute marketing material Deputy 
Director Valerie Trujillo and Melissa Placencia to distribute to the Commission. Chair Keith Finkle asked staff to 
extend the end date for this strategic direction to September 5, 2017.  
The primary objectives for the next three months: 

• Establish pre-application and training – Commission Member Mario Aguirre 
• Develop and implement marketing material – Commission Member Michelle Loposky 
• Seek other partners that can target other partners – Commission Member Scott Essex 

 
MOTION:    Commission Member Patricia Little-Upah moved to APPROVE the minutes with updates as 

discussed. 
SECOND:   Motion seconded by Commission Member David Lucier 
DECISION: Minutes unanimously APPROVED 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Review and Approval of May 2, 2017 Minutes (Motion Required) 
 
MOTION:    Commission Member Michelle Loposky moved to APPROVE the minutes. 
SECOND:   Motion seconded by Commission Member Troy Friedman 
DECISION: Minutes unanimously APPROVED with Commission Member David Lucier abstaining due to 

absence 
 
Agenda Item 6 – Review and Approval of Website Resource Requests 
 

• www.mesotheliomaguide.com/veterans/  
• www.pleuralmesothelioma.com/veterans 

 
Commission Member Lauren Hyre expressed her concern for resourcing to these websites as there is no connection 
to the State of Arizona specifically. Administrative Assistant Melissa Placencia also suggested the Commission 
review the privacy policy prior to their decision. Commission Member Patricia Little-Upah feels the Commission 
should be referring Veterans seeking these resources to the Veterans Affairs Healthcare Clinic or the Disabled 
American Veterans Department of Arizona. 
 
MOTION:    Commission Member David Lucier moved to APPROVE resource request one 

www.mesotheliomaguide.com/veterans/  
SECOND:   Motion seconded by Commission Member Troy Friedman 
DECISION: Motion fails to 7-0 
 
MOTION:    Commission Member David Lucier moved to APPROVE resource request two 

www.pleuralmesothelioma.com/veterans 
SECOND:   Motion seconded by Commission Member Troy Friedman 
DECISION: Motion fails to 7-0 
 

 

http://www.mesotheliomaguide.com/veterans/
http://www.pleuralmesothelioma.com/veterans
http://www.mesotheliomaguide.com/veterans/
http://www.pleuralmesothelioma.com/veterans
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Agenda Item 7 – Commission Member Projects Discussion 
 
Each Commission Member is to come up with a project/goal and plan to execute by quarter four. Commission 
Members present shared the goals and are as follows: 
 
Commission Member Troy Friedman: 

• Stand For Veterans Project – October 
 
Commission Member David Lucier: 

• Veteran Outreach 
o Veterans and Non-Veterans 

 
Commission Member Patricia Little-Upah 

• Awareness and information on current local Veteran Affairs 
 
Commission Member Michelle Loposky 

• Veteran Outreach  
o Specifically Salute to Service with Arizona State University 

 
Commission Member Mario Aguirre 

• Influencing Tempe job market for Veterans 
 
Chair Keith Finkle 

• Commission Awareness 
 
Commission Member Lauren Hyre 

• Will review the Annual Report and update Commission with task at August meeting 
 

Commission Member David Lucier requested Commission Members receive name tags and business cards. Staff will 
price and update the Commission at the August meeting. Commission Members are encouraged to schedule 
presentations to the Commission relating to projects. 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Future Agenda Items – August 1, 2017 

• Strategic Plan Recap 
o Career Center Update – Commission Member Troy Friedman 
o Veteran Supportive Employer Update –  Commission Member Mario Aguirre 
o Marketing Update – Commission Member Michelle Loposky 

• East Valley Veterans Education Center – Career Center Discussion 
• Arizona Department of Veterans Services Position Vacancy 
• CARE7 Presentation 

 
Agenda Item 9 – Commission Member Announcements 
 
Commission Member Troy Friedman: 

• Department of Economic Security is no longer at the East Valley Veterans Education Center (EVVEC) 
o EVVEC is developing a new plan for a Career Center 

• Soft opening date for West Valley Veterans Center – August 1, 2017 
o Discussions underway with Phoenix for a Central Valley Veterans Center 
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Agenda Item 10 – Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 1, 2017 
 
  
Minutes Prepared by: Melissa Placencia 
Reviewed by: Valerie Kime Trujillo 
                             
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Keith Finkle, Chair 
Tempe Veterans Commission  
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