
 
 

Minutes of the TEMPE VETERANS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, May 2, 6:00 p.m., at the Tempe, Public 
Library 2nd Floor Board Room, 3500 S. Rural Road, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present:  
 
Keith Finkle, Chair 
Michelle Bravo, Vice-Chair 
Mario Aguirre 
Scott Essex 
Troy Friedman 
Lauren Hyre 

 
(MEMBERS) Absent:   
 
Bryan Durham 
David Lucier 
 
 
 

Patricia Little-Upah 
Michelle Loposky 
Laura Skotnicki 
  
City Staff Present:  
 
Valerie Kime Trujillo, Human Services Deputy Director 
Robin Arredondo-Savage, Vice-Mayor 
Kolby Granville, Councilmember 
 
Guests Present: 
 
James Pipper, U.S Small Business Administration 
Eric Snelz, Helping Hands for Freedom 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order 
 
Chair Keith Finkle called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Appearances 
 
None present 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Review and Approval of March 7, 2017 Minutes (Motion Required) 
 
MOTION:    Vice-Chair Michelle Bravo moved to APPROVE the minutes. 
SECOND:   Motion seconded 
DECISION: Minutes unanimously APPROVED 
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Agenda Item 4 – Helping Hands for Freedom (HHFF) Presentation 
 
Eric Snelz, Chief Executive Officer and Executive Director of Helping Hands for Freedom gave an overview of the 
Helping Hands website (https://www.helpinghandsforfreedom.org). HHFF is dedicated to supporting military children 
and families facing injury, loss and deployment and aims to improve children's lives through compassion, honor, 
mentorship and leadership programs. Mr. Snelz is seeking the Commission’s assistance in connecting Veterans and 
families to his organization. Families/individuals in need of financial services can complete an application online. Any 
Commission member’s interested in connecting with HHFF can contact Mr. Snelz at 
esnelz@helpinghandsforfreedom.org.  
 
Agenda Item 5 – Small Business Administration (SBA) Veterans Programs Presentation (attachment included) 
 
James Pipper, Lead Economic Development Specialist gave an overview of the SBA. The SBA offers programs 
(training and mentorship) and services to veteran entrepreneurs and military spouses. 
 
Agenda Item 6 – Update on Military Businesses – Commission Member Mario Aguirre  
 
Commission Member Mario Aguirre will provide an updated list of the new employers who have completed navigation 
training at the June 6, 2017 meeting. The Commission discussed recognizing newly certified applicants semi-
annually at City Council Meetings and recruiting Veterans owned Businesses and Veteran Friendly employers to 
complete the navigation training via the water bill. Vice-Mayor Arredondo-Savage reported the City is conducting a 
business survey and suggested adding a question regarding Veterans businesses.  
 
Agenda Item 7 – Review of Strategic Plan 
 
The Commission will review the Strategic Plan for one month and discuss at the June 6, 2017 meeting. Chair Keith 
Finkle would like Commission Members to spearhead two projects and bring ideas to the June meeting.  
 
Agenda Item 8 – Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at  
 
Future Agenda Items: 

• Review and Approval of Strategic Plan 
• Review and Approval of Implementation Plan 
• Commission Member Projects Discussion 

 
Next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 6, 2017 
 
  
Minutes Prepared by: Melissa Placencia 
Reviewed by: Valerie Kime Trujillo 
                             
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Keith Finkle, Chair 
Tempe Veterans Commission   

https://www.helpinghandsforfreedom.org/
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