
 
 

Minutes of the TEMPE VETERANS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, March 7, 6:00 p.m., at the Tempe, Public 
Library 2nd Floor Board Room, 3500 S. Rural Road, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present:  
 
Keith Finkle, Chair 
Mario Aguirre (telephonically) 
Scott Essex 
Troy Friedman 
Michelle Loposky (telephonically) 
David Lucier 
Laura Skotnicki 

 
(MEMBERS) Absent:   
 
Michelle Bravo, Vice-Chair 
Bryan Durham 
Patricia Little-Upah 
 
 
 

  
City Staff Present:  
 
Valerie Kime Trujillo, Human Services Deputy Director 
 
Guests Present: 
 
Tracy Lea, Program Manager – Arizona State University (ASU) Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
Anthony Goshorn, Community Member 
 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order 
 
Chair Keith Finkle called the meeting to order at 6:12 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Appearances  
 
Anthony Goshorn is a minister to children and has recently been helping Veterans in the Community. Mr. Goshorn 
seeks the Commission’s assistance in collecting resources and feels this group is the most appropriate for direction. 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Review and Approval of December 6, 2016 Minutes (Motion Required) 
 
MOTION:    Commission Member David Lucier moved to APPROVE the minutes. 
SECOND:   Commission Member Laura Skotnicki 
DECISION: Minutes unanimously APPROVED 
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Agenda Item 4 – Venture Vets – Elevating Veteran Entrepreneurship – Tracy Lea, ASU 
 
Tracey Lea is a seven (7) year Navy Reservist and grew up in Tempe. In her current capacity she is assigned to 
offering Veteran Programs at ASU. The Venture Vets program supports student, faculty and community veterans to 
utilize their unique skill sets gained from military service to launch a business venture within a wide range of 
developmental stages from ideation through commercialization. Venture Vets meets several times per month and is 
currently testing a business model. Flyer attached. 
 
Commission Member Michelle Loposky gave Tracy Lea a contact at ASU and offered to help get information out to 
ASU Veteran students. Commission Member Troy Friedman asked if Venture Vets is for a full-time student or best for 
someone working full-time. Classes are seven (7) weeks sessions. 
 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Tempe Fire Telemedicine Veterans Program Update 
 
Deputy Chief Victor Garcia shared the Joined Forces video with the Commission - https://youtu.be/0y5V3O9p0n4  
 
Deputy Chief Victor Garcia reports that forty (40) Veterans are currently enrolled in the Telemedicine Veterans 
Program and is “hugely successful.” There are 13,000 Veterans in Tempe. Nurses are tasked to visit more patients 
than strictly Veterans through the patient advocacy program. In an effort to continue expanding, Tempe Fire has 
applied for an Indian Gaming grant of $260,000 for an entire unit and is seeking other grant funding opportunities; 
One (1) year costs $130,000 - $150,000. Telemedicince will be expanding in Tempe, leading the country in this effort. 
 
Chandler also has a pilot project which is based on the Paramedic Program while Tempe’s is based on a nursing 
model. 
 
The Commission expressed their support of this project. 
  
Agenda Item 6 – Supporting Services Agency Member Vacancy Discussion and Recommendation 
 
Chair Keith Finkle reviewed the applicants’ applications and reported to the Commission there are two (2) eligible (a 
Master’s Degree Social Worker from CARE 7 and an applicant working in higher education with a private practice) to 
fill  the Supporting Services Agency Member vacancy. Chair Keith Finkle offered to continue the recruiting process 
for the Commission to have choices. 
 
MOTION:    Commission Member David Lucier moved to move forward with the applicant from CARE 7 as the 
recommendation to Mayor & Council. 
SECOND:   Commission Member Troy Friedman 
DECISION: Minutes unanimously APPROVED 
 
Agenda Item 7 – Strategic Plan Review, Update and Discussion 
 
Chair Keith Finkle and Vice-Chair Michelle Bravo met with Public Information Officer Manager Nikki Ripley to discuss 
having more of a social media presence for the Commission. Chair Keith Finkle distributed the ordinance and 
responsibilities for the Commission to review. 
 
Chair Keith Finkle asked the Commission to review the Strategic Plan to provide any further input. Once the final 
copy is received from Facilitator Wydale Holes, the Commission will vote to approve.  If any volunteers and/or 
interested parties wanting to assist, the Commission is encouraged to engage with them so they can become more 
involved with the Commission. 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Commission Member Announcements 
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Commission Member Troy Friedman: 

• Working on the Stand Up Event 
o Partnering with Congresswoman Sinema’s Education event on April 14, 2017 
o To include spouses and children, food trucks etc. 
o There has been difficulty with funding 
o Need a 501c3 for Stand for Veterans grant and one for Kyrsten Sinema’s office 

 Commission Member David Lucier offered a contact for a 501c3 that Commission 
Member Troy Friedman will follow up with 

• Veterans Directory is now a part of the East Valley Veterans Education Center 
 
Commission Member Mario Aguirre 

• Two day symposium for Military – April 19 and 20 
o Question and Answers on Facebook on Thursday, March 9, 2017 

 
 
Agenda Item 9 – Next Meeting Agenda Items – April 4, 2017 

 
1. Chamber of Commerce Update 
2. Military Affairs – Commission Member Scott Essex will confirm presenter 
3. Update on Military Businesses – Commission Member Mario Aguirre 
4. Review of Strategic Plan 

 
Agenda Item 10 – Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
Next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 4, 2017 Tuesday, May 2, 2017 
 
  
Minutes Prepared by: Valerie Trujillo/Melissa Placencia 
Reviewed by: Valerie Kime Trujillo 
                             
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Keith Finkle, Chair 
Tempe Veterans Commission  
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