
 

Minutes 
Tempe Veterans Commission 

June 7, 2016 
 
Minutes for the Tempe Veterans Commission Meeting held on June 7, 2016 at 6:00 PM 
at the Tempe Public Library Board Room, 3500 S. Rural Road, Tempe, Arizona 85282. 
 
Commission Members Present 
 
Keith Finkle, Chair 
Michelle Bravo, Vice-Chair 
Scott Essex, Secretary 
Bryan Durham 
Troy Friedman (telephonically) 
Dale Groen 
Patricia Little-Upah 
Michelle Loposky 
David Lucier 
Laura Skotnicki 
 
Commission Members Absent 
 
Mario Aguirre 
 
 
Staff Present 
 
Valerie Kime-Trujillo, Human Services Deputy Director 
Marie Chapple-Camacho, Public Information Officer 
Kyle Brayer, Fire Captain – Medical Services 
Victor Garcia, Deputy Fire Chief 
Monique Lind, EMS Coordinator 
 
Presenters 
 
Dr. Hamed Abbaszadegan, Phoenix Veterans Affair Health Care System 
 
Item 1 – Meeting Called to Order at 6:00 PM 
Item 2 – Public Appearances – None Present 
Item 3 – Review of Previous Minutes 
Motion by Commission Member Patricia Little-Upah to approve minutes, Motion 
seconded by Commission Member Dale Groen; Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 4 – Tempe Fire Medical Rescue Staff and Phoenix Veterans Administration 
Health Care System Presentation (attached) 
 
 



Item 5 – Review of Mission Statement Possibilities 
 
Chair Keith Finkle shared with the Commission the mission and vision from the Arizona 
Collation of Military Families (http://arizonacoalition.org/about-acmf/acmf-intro/). The 
mission of the Arizona Coalition of Military Families is to build Arizona’s capacity to care 
for and support all service members, veterans, their families and communities. Chair 
Keith Finkle suggested using the statement as the foundation and make it applicable to 
Tempe but emphasized keeping the Commission’s statement simple. The Commission 
discussed they would like to see Tempe as the most supportive Veterans city in the 
country; adding general categories including education, training, jobs, health and 
wellness.   
 
The Mission of the Tempe Veterans Commission is To Support Local Veterans through 
Collaboration with Strategic Partners across Sectors Utilizing a Synergistic Approach 
Connecting Veterans to Necessary Resource. 
 
Vision: Tempe Is the Most Veterans Supportive City in America through Employment 
and Quality of Life. 
 
The Commission will vote on the mission and vision at the August 2, 2016 meeting. 
 
Item 6 – Stand Up Event  

• October 15, 2016 
• Vice-Chair Michelle Bravo discussed with Council Member Robin Arredondo-

Savage about notifying Mayor Mark Mitchell. 
 
Item 7 – Follow Up with the Coalition on Tempe based businesses - Tabled for 
next meeting 
 
Item 8 – Council Presentation Update 
The Commission now has a better idea of what Council would like the Commission to 
present on. The annual reports need to be prepared and submitted to the City Clerk no 
later than November 15 of each year. Soft target date set by the Commission of 
September 1 for a finalized version of the presentation for the Commission to review. 
 
Item 9 – Commission Member Announcements 

• Vice-Chair Michelle Bravo: 
o Launching the Veterans Fellowships Corps in the Fall in conjunction with 

the Pat Tillman Veterans Center. 
 Goal to launch website: June 15, 2016 

 Recruiting 10 highly qualified Veterans who are Arizona State 
University students  who would like to utilize their skill sets and 
experience to mentor next generation service corps students and 
ROTC students but also gain a network of mentors, potential job 
opportunities, leadership experiences, and supervising civilian 
students 

 
 Certificate program 

 Seeking cooperate sponsors 

 Looking to provide a $500 stipend while in the program 

http://arizonacoalition.org/about-acmf/acmf-intro/


 

• Commission Member Troy Friedman:  
o Two Community Partners now at East Valley Veterans Center 

 Department of Economic Security (once per week) 

 Case Managers from Housing Urban Development-Veterans Affairs 
Supportive Housing (twice per week) 

 
• Chair Keith Finkle:  

o Memorial Day Event 
 The Commission is committed to spearhead the event at Escalante 

next year 
 

Item 10 – Next Meeting – Suggestions 

• Stand Up Event 

• Follow Up with the Coalition on Tempe based businesses  

• Mission and Vision Review and Vote 

• Care 7 Collaboration 

• Phoenix Military Veterans Commission Collaboration 

 
Item 11 – Adjournment 
 
Next meeting to be held on August 2, 2016, Tempe Library Board Room, at 3500 S. 
Rural Road, Tempe, Arizona 85282. 
 
 
Minutes prepared by: Valerie Kime Trujillo/Melissa Placencia 
Reviewed by: Naomi Farrell 
 
 
______________________________________________ 
Keith Finkle, 
Chair, Tempe Veterans Commission



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collaborating! Fire 
Departments 

& the VA 
 
Hamed Abbaszadegan, MD, MBA 
Chief Health Informatics Officer 
Phoenix VA Health Care System 
Assistant Professor 
University of Arizona College of Medicine - Phoenix 

 



Community Partnerships 



Health Care…portrayal 



Health Care Assumption 



Reality 



Collaborating! 
 
 
 
 
 

• Use of Population Health + Big Data + Prediction 



Direct Linking 
 
 
 
 
 

• VA providers 
 

• VA services 
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Boots on the Ground 



Informatics Role 
 
 
 
 
 

• Searching databases for relationships 
 

• Finding correlations or patterns in data 



Data Relationships & Prediction 
 

 
 
 
 

• Relationships amongst health data: 
– Labs 
– Vitals 
– Medications 
– Compliance 
– Follow up 
– Diagnoses 

 
 
 
 

• Computation of these relationships = 
PREDICTION 

 
 
 
 

YES, ITS THAT SIMPLE 



Care Assessment Needs Score 
 
 
 
 
 

• Major Factors: 
 

– Diagnoses count 
 

– Palliative care 
 

– PCP f/u counts 
 

– Hospital discharges 
 

– ED visits 



Clinical Value = Goal of Prediction 
 
 
 
 
 

• Clinical value is in prevention or timely 
intervention…based on your predictions 



 

 

 
 

Thank you 


