
 

 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 
Transportation Commission 

 
 
 
MEETING DATE 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 7:30 a.m. 
 
MEETING LOCATIONS 
Microsoft Teams 
Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 292 972 337 589 46 
Passcode: cP9hi7nm 
Dial in by phone  
+1 480-498-8745,433440979#  United States, Phoenix  
Find a local number  
Phone conference ID: 433 440 979# 
 
In Person 
200 E. Fifth Street, 2nd floor 
Don Cassano Community Room 
Tempe, AZ 85281 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER 
ACTION or 

INFORMATION 

1. Public Appearances 
The Commission welcomes public comment. 
There is a three-minute time limit per citizen. 

Dawn Hocking, 
 Commission Chair 

 

Information 

2. Transit Tax 
Discuss the proposal to advance a .1% tax 
increase to voters in November 2026. (40 
minutes) 

Lisette Camacho,  
City Manager’s Office and  
Robert Baer, Management 

and Budget Office 

Action 

3. Speed Limits 
Staff to provide an update of the final speed limit 
reduction proposal along specific corridors. (20 
minutes) 

Eric Iwersen and Michelle 
Beckley, Transportation and 
Sustainability Department   

Action 

4. Department & Regional Transportation 
Updates  
Staff and Commission members will provide 
information on relevant meetings and events.  

Transportation and 
Sustainability Department   

Information  

5. Future Agenda Items  
Commission may request future agenda items. 

Dawn Hocking, 
Commission Chair 

Information and 
Possible Action 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/29297233758946?p=VUM8il2Z6Av63LiTD3
tel:+14804988745,,433440979
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/ac234527-241c-4b52-9ff3-f6356640720e?id=433440979


According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Transportation Commission may only discuss matters 
listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with 

disabilities.  With 48 hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight 
and/or hearing-impaired persons. Please call 350-2775 (voice) or 350-8400 (TDD) to request an 

accommodation to participate in a public meeting. 





































https://library.municode.com/az/tempe/ordinances/city_code?nodeId=993302
https://library.municode.com/az/tempe/ordinances/city_code?nodeId=369892


























Example: 5th St/Veterans Way Characteristics
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Crash Data Reviewed

Segment Start End

Total 

Crashes

Total Speed-

Related Crashes*

% Speed- 

Related 

Crashes* Notes

Broadway Rd West City Limit Priest Dr
696 146 21.0%

Broadway Rd Terrace Rd East City Limit

Priest Dr Alameda Dr Baseline Rd 292 75 25.7%

Guadalupe Rd Kyrene Rd East City Limit 371 76 20.5%

Veterans Way/

5th Street
Farmer Ave University Dr 77 17 22.1%

Miller Rd North City Limit Curry Rd 8 0 0.0% Low sample size

McKellips Rd College Ave Scottsdale Rd 9 1 11.1% Low sample size

Roosevelt St Broadway Rd Southern Ave 17 5 29.4% Low sample size

*Note: In the data presented, a crash is considered "speed-related" if the first violation recorded for the vehicles involved were noted as either "speed too fast for conditions" or "exceeded lawful 

speed". However, the number of crashes that involved speeding may be underrepresented in the data presented for the following reasons: 

• If the primary violation is listed as anything other than speeding (e.g., failed to yield) it would not be captured as a speed-related crash, and

• If the reporting officer is not able to make a definitive determination at the scene. 

Overall: 21.8%
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5-Year Crash Period Reviewed: 2020 - 2024

• Speed was a factor in over 20% of all crashes that occurred on the corridors



Crash Data Reviewed

Example: Broadway Road, West Limits to Priest and Terrace to East Limits

• Total Length: 2.9 miles

• 696 total crashes

• Serious injury: 15 crashes (2%)

• Fatal: 2 crashes (<1%)

2020 - 2024
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Proposed Speed Limit Changes
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McKellips Road:

Miller Road: 

Veterans Way/Fifth Street: 

Broadway Road:

Roosevelt Street: 

Priest Drive: 

Guadalupe Road: 

Existing Proposed
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Contact information
Transportation & Sustainability

Eric Iwersen, eric_iwersen@tempe.gov

Shelly Seyler, shelly_seyler@tempe.gov

Catherine Hollow, catherine_hollow@tempe.gov

Michelle Beckley, michelle_beckley@tempe.gov

Police

Lt. Greg Bacon, greg_bacon@tempe.gov



 

I. Background  
 
Tempe streets have evolved over the decades; becoming more multi-modal with significant 
changes to the land use and development adjacent to them. However, the posted speed limits 
have not necessarily been reviewed to keep up with these changes. The City is exploring 
changes to speed limits on seven roadways that aim to match the function of the roadway and 
better reflect the current character of these corridors. The streets being explored include: 
Broadway, Guadalupe, Miller and McKellips roads, Priest Drive, Roosevelt Street and Veterans 
Way/Fifth Street. 
 
Two public meetings were held on Dec. 9, 2025 for Proposed Speed Limits FY25/26: 

• Virtually at noon on Zoom with 19 attendees. The recorded video has had 43 views 
online and can be found here. 

• In-person at 6 p.m. at the Pyle Adult Recreation Center, 655 E Southern Ave, Tempe, 
with 12 attendees that signed in. 

 
Additionally, a survey was available online at tempe.gov/proposedspeedlimits from                
November 17, 2025 – March 1, 2026 to gather feedback on potential improvements. This survey 
received a total of 855 visitors and 668 responses. 

 
II. Outreach  
 
Several methods were used to provide information to the community regarding the project, 
meetings and opportunities for input. 
 
 
Direct Mailer 

A bilingual (English and Spanish) direct mailer was sent to residents within a 1/2 mile radius of 
the seven roadways. The direct mailer included a brief overview of the project and details on 
how to attend the public meetings and provide comments. 

 

 

Proposed Speed Limits FY25/26  
Public Input Summary  

 March 2026 
 

Contents  
I. Background  
II. Outreach  
III. Survey Results 
IV. Zoom Chat  
V. Emails 
VI. Phone Calls 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j65gTdKbA5s
https://www.tempe.gov/government/transportation-and-sustainability/transportation/proposed-speed-limit-changes
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Emails 
 
A notification email was sent to neighborhood contacts and relevant Boards and Commissions 
inviting them to attend the meeting or to comment online as well as previous participants in city 
projects in the area. 
 
Social Media and Eblasts 

 
 
Project Webpage 
The project webpage was updated continuously and included information about the project, the 
date and access information for the public meeting and online comment information. The page 
from Nov. 16, 2025 – March 2, 2026 had 1504 total pageviews. 
 

 
 
 

Network Date Link Impressions Engagements Reactions Comments Shares Clicks 

  

11/18 
Tempe streets 

have evolved  40,024 895 439 105 299  11 

2/26 
Reminder: survey 

closes soon 582 4 3   1 28 

  

11/18 
Tempe streets 

have evolved 31,787 5,104 151 159 17 72 

12/16 
deadline 

extended! 9,227 964 50 61 6 27 

12/5 

Help the City 
explore 
changes  5,703 561 33 24 6 5 

  

11/18 
Tempe streets 

have evolved 399 13 0 0 0 7 

12/16 
deadline 

extended! 287 16 0 0 0 6 

12/5 

Help the City 
explore 
changes 203 11 0 0 0 4 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/transportation-and-sustainability/transportation/proposed-speed-limit-changes
https://www.instagram.com/p/DRN8_Q5CUNs/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DRN8_Q5CUNs/
https://www.facebook.com/227646836059433/posts/1293767102780729
https://www.facebook.com/227646836059433/posts/1293767102780729
https://www.facebook.com/227646836059433/posts/1318409433649829
https://www.facebook.com/227646836059433/posts/1318409433649829
https://www.facebook.com/227646836059433/posts/1309665374524235
https://www.facebook.com/227646836059433/posts/1309665374524235
https://www.facebook.com/227646836059433/posts/1309665374524235
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1990960766053134362
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1990960766053134362
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/2001029341459726759
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/2001029341459726759
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1997014131103154328
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1997014131103154328
https://twitter.com/Tempegov/status/1997014131103154328
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III. Survey  
 
A survey was available online at tempe.gov/Forum from Nov. 17, 2025 - March 1, 2026 to 
gather feedback on desired path improvements. This survey received a total of 668 
responses.257 respondents provided an address in Tempe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://communityfeedback.opengov.com/portals/tempeaz/Issue_14750
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1. Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for Broadway Road? 

 
     Total responses: 650  

 
2. Why did you select your answer in the previous question? 
 

No responses:  
1. I think it is fine the way it is.  
2. I will write this on only one of the entries, though it applies to all.  If the streets of 

Tempe were designed as 50mph speedways (that's a conservative estimate) putting 
up lower speed limit signs and photo-enforcement boxes is just a decision to reduce 
the quality of life selectively for many.  Is there really no other way of getting after the 
street racers? 

3. Speed limits are not the problem. Distracted driving is. Please enforce the distracted 
driving laws. 

4. It's a comfortable speed and I pay attention to all traffic/pedestrians near me. 
5. Because no one enforces the speed limit. You get slow people and fast people and 

then you get accidents. If you cannot enforce it then stop asking to change.  
6. Enforcing current speed limits would be a better tactic. 
7. By lowering the speed limit you will increase the traffic congestion on this major E/W 

arterial. 
8. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
9. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 45 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
10. The speed limit is sufficient as it is. This is clearly a cash grab by the city after 

implementation speed cameras and not really about public safety. Invest more on 
good road surfaces particularly north of the 60 and it would help people focus on the 
road rather than avoiding holes everywhere.  

11. Let's not be like Scottsdale and lower the speed limit everywhere. People need to get 
to work. 

12. 45 is fine 
13. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  There are not pedestrians in the area.  

Traffic is bad enough. 
14. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, 

and now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by 
further slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy 
work for themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  

15. No data presented showing an unusual increase in accidents related to speed.  

3%

46%

51%

Not sure (17)

Yes (300)

No (333)
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16. No reason for it, you guys just want ticket revenue  
17. Slower speed limits will only create more frustration and unsafe lane changes. 

Aggressive driving is much more dangerous than speed. 
18. I feel that if the Police need to enforce the speeding by writing tickets,  Until driver's 

see these actions happening, they will continue to speed.  It doesn't matter what you 
change the speed limit to, if there is no enforcement being by writing tickets to the 
violators.  I am referring to having a police presence in the area. 

19. I don't support lowering the speed limits. I do support being more consistent across 
Tempe. Inconsistent speed limits mean people don't know how fast they should drive 
and this contributes to other people getting impatient and doing things that then cause 
accidents. 

20. I would agree with reducing it from Terrace to Los Feliz as that has a great deal of 
commercial activity and high-density traffic for a major portion of the day.I would not 
agree with lowering the speed from Los Feliz east to the city line as there is only high-
density traffic during rush hour periods. The traffic density and road conditions would 
support 45 mph the rest of the time.  

21. Creates more traffic. Leave them as they are.  
22. I believe the speed limits are fine as is and believe this new proposals are just a way to 

have the police write more speeding tickets as Tempe police is already money hungry. 
23. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 

have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

24. Tempe is slowly lowering speed limits by 5 mph. I would expect that they will lower it 
again next year. People do not trust Tempe to not keep lowering speed limits. 

25. Its low enough...  the real issue is poor drivers that drive too slow 
26. There has been no significant or noticeable change to pedestrian/bicycle traffic to 

require reducing the speed limit in these areas 
27. Changing the speed limit in that area may reduce mobility while not having a large 

impact on how pedestrian friendly the area is- especially with the significant car traffic 
that passes through that part of Broadway and lack of housing density. Should more 
multifamily housing and walkable amenities be built in that area, I would support re-
evaluating this change  

28. Why? Also the lights aren't time for that speed. More like 50 mph.  
29. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 

seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 
30. Passage onto the freeways remains a very trafficked area, and decreasing speed 

limits will exacerbate the congestion during rush hours 
31. I do not support lowering any roads speed limit in Tempe at all. Leave the roads as 

they are. And while we're at it, take down the stupid speed cameras. We didn't vote for 
them and we didn't vote for this either. 

32. Our streets are already congested. Lowering the speed limit will only make this worse. 
Enforce the existing speed limits instead  

33. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates 
this issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 

34. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 
reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

35. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

36. I selected no because cars stop better and have more automated safety tech than ever 
and road conditions have not substantially changed. If anything speed limits should be 
increasing, not decreasing.  



6  

37. This area isn't as impacted by the proposed needs discussed for justifying the change. 
It's not pedestrian or bike centric.  

38. You already have speed and red light cameras that the public did not want.... This is 
just an effort to increase the tickets issued by those cameras.  Driving any where in 
Tempe, is becoming crowded and exhausting! 

39. I want them to stay the same, traffic is not a problem 
40. just force everyone to walk. enough already.  police should arrest speeders and do 

their job. 
41. I feel there is no need to lower the speed limit as traffic flows fine.  
42. We do not need slower roads in already congested areas 
43. Lowering the speed limit by 5 mph won't prevent people from speeding. Speed trap 

cameras, traffic circles, chicanes, chokers, or other alternatives that force cars to slow 
down would be more effective. 

44. Because we need to move traffic through instead of slowing it down.The biggest thing 
you can do is to fix the traffic light cycles, to optimize traffic flow, not stop it all the time. 

45. No evidence that this will reduce accidents/injuries.  Enforce the existing limit. 
46. I don't understand the need for the change.  
47. They've had speed reductions before they've had speed light cameras before I do 

think it causes more issues without figuring out the real problem 
48. It is slow enough there what's up not making enough money with the portable camera? 
49. No matter what the speed limit is, there's always going to be speeders and crazy 

drivers.  Crack down on those. 
50. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 

proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone 'just wants it that way.'• This 
is not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
- Staff is 'right sizing'• the speeds to match what is 
happening in the area. 
- Roadway functions can change over time. 
- Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

51. The lanes offer enough capacity to keep the speed limit as is 
52. Reducing the speed limit has not shown to change the way people are driving.  I have 

seen no evidence that it's reducing traffic incidents and feel that it's making it more 
likely that people will express road rage.    

53. It seems fine the way it is. 
54. This is a busy street and to keep the vehicles moving, it doesn't make sense to reduce 

the speed limit. Would make more sense to increase the 40 mph zone to 45 mph, 
rather than reduce the speed limit for yhe area before and after the reduced area. 

55. Traffic flow is good now.  Slowing it down contributes to drivers impatience and 
swerving from lane to lane to get ahead, which causes a danger to all drivers. 

56. Speed limits are already normal, they do not need to be lowered 
57. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 

busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

58. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in 
the posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting 
to take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break 
the speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I 
believe that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be 
a good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
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see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over 
Tempe is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this 
survey.  

59. There isn't enough traffic on Broadway to justify lowering the speed limit.  
60. It's not necessary. 
61. I am a business operator on Broadway and a significant employer in the area. While 

there are known problems with speeding on East Broadway, 40mph is too slow for 
those of us who obey the posted speed limit already, meanwhile the speeders will 
continue to speed well above the current 45mph.  Broadway is a large arterial street 
and should not be slowed down further. Its already slow on many arterial streets in 
Tempe, lets not make it more inefficient for the rest of us to get around. Thank you for 
listening and considering alternate way to enforce the already established speed limit 
of 45mph. 

62. Getting through Tempe in this area is already too slow and congested. Lowering the 
speed limit on this stretch would make it worse.  

63. Because I need to get where I am going.  I don't want to crawl all the way to work. 
64. I believe it's safe already. 
65. There is no need to reduce any speed limits.  If anything the existing 40mph should be 

raised to 45mph. 
66. Reducing speed limits is a waste of time if there's no enforcement. This is the case for 

previous reductions in speed limits. There's been little enforcement. 
67. It will be frustrating and won't make a difference  
68. The speed limit is fine for this area. 
69. I drive this section of road a few times per month (mostly during business hours). Most 

drivers drive between 40 and 50 mph on this section. Traffic tends to be light and side 
traffic minimal. 45 mph is safe in this section of road. 

70. The traffic will lower the speed limit when busy.  I don't feel lowering the speed limit 5 
miles will decrease traffic accidents 

71. Everything moves safely and smoothly as is. 
72. Can you please provide the traffic data which has contributed to this decision? Has 

there been an increase in frequency of accidents relating to these roads and routes? 
Has severity of accidents impacted this decision? Why is this now coming to light?  

73. People who speed will continue to speed. Lowering the speed limit, has shown in 
study after study, to often INCREASE traffic accidents in this state. I trust the research. 

74. Existing speed limits are already reasonable and shouldn't be changed. 
75. Lowering the speed limits by 5 mph is not really going to do much, except give the 

police more opportunity to write over the speed limit tickets.  Since that would mean 
more revenue for the City, perhaps that might be what is the real reason to do this. 

76. The police are just looking for easier ways to pull a vehicle over. EVERYONE in 
Arizona drives 10+ miles over speed limits. Lowering the speed limit will cause chaos, 
especially with older drivers as they drive slower already and create problems. 

77. Inconsistent speed limits caused traffic confusion and creates ill timed lights which 
leads to more stop start congestion. 

78. There is no valid reason for this change.  Where  are the 85th percentile speed studies 
to justify it? 

79. There is no need to reduce the speed.   
80. There is no confusion. It's 45 the entire way. It is a straight shot road. Don't slow traffic 

in busy areas. 
81. PHX Metro and Tempe is not a walker/biker environment as much as the city would 

like it to be...it's not dense enough, people drive. The city should take steps to optimize 
lights and inform people of green waves to better handle commutes, rather than torture 
residents. 

82. The speed limit merely indicates the speed at which police an issue tickets. Per AZ 
DOT website: https://azdot.gov/business/engineering-and-
construction/traffic/faq/establishing-speed-limits ""Before and after" studies 
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consistently demonstrate that there are no significant changes in traffic speeds 
following the posting of new or revised speed limits. Furthermore, no published 
research findings have established any direct relationship between posted speed limits 
and crash frequency..." As no data has been presented about the 85th percentile 
speeds and ADOT is clear that this will not accomplish any objectives other than the 
ability to write speeding tickets for lower speeds, this proposal should be called out for 
what it is: creating an enforcement speed trap to raise revenue. 

83. City has provided no information to justify the proposed change, yet asks for 
justification on citizens' responses.  

84. Three lanes down to two at Mill already creates a mess and some angry and/or 
aggressive driving.  The median is pretty but it has created traffic issues.   

85. Current limits are not effectively followed or enforced.   If there is s safety concern,  
let's start by following the current limit.   Further reduction is futile.  

86. You can't even enforce the speed limits as they are. Reducing the speed limit is not 
going to resolve the issue of people speeding. 

87. It's not necessary and impedes the progress of traffic needlessly. 
88. That area flows smoothly without abutting residential properties with direct driveways. 

Tempe traffic is already bad enough, don't make it worse. 
89. I don't think lowering the speed limit will change the behavior of drivers already driving 

too fast.  
90. City is motivated by money grab not safety, it's an unnecessary change that only came 

about because they've installed speed cameras everywhere  
91. The city needs to focus on ways to improve transit times, not slow them down. 
92. 45 mph is slow enough, just enforce it. 
93. I travel in Tempe everyday, there are no accidents in that area that I see. I see no 

reason for this 
94. Changing numbers on a few signs alone is very unlikely to result in compliance or to 

reduce high severity crashes. Interactive speed signs would have an impact to help 
maintain the EXISTING posted speed limits, with no need to reduce limits on 
ARTERIAL STREETS. There is no proposed change in character to calm traffic. One 
psychological method with documented effectiveness is to plant more trees, which 
narrows the field of vision, resulting in more cautious driving. Another method is to 
narrow the roadway. A more useful way to accomplish this could be to provide barriers 
for bicycle lanes.  

95. There is no reasonable reason to decrease speed limits on roads designed and 
controlled for the current speed limits.  Contrary lowering speed limits will potential 
shift traffic, and commerce, out of Tempe to Mesa and Chandler as other roads are 
chosen for east-west and west-east transportation. 

96. Current speed limits are appropriate  
97. The features of this road do not warrant a slower speed 
98. I believe that the existing speed limit is adequate for current street design and size as 

well as for the vehicle and pedestrian traffic of that area. The current speed limit 
enhances the flow of traffic.  

99. Slower speeds are not necessary on busy main roads. Drivers just need to actually 
follow the speed limit and not treat it as a suggested starting point. 

100. This is the same city that just installed privately owned speed limit cameras to 
'increase road safety'. This is a corrupt way to take money out of the tax dollars 
pockets.  

101. Tempe leadership is proposing this change while providing little to no quantitative data 
to support the push to make this change. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph will have 
no actual effect on safety. Leadership is doing this to give the appearance that they 
are working without addressing the more difficult root cause of car accidents. Tempe 
leadership should focus on making actual changes to specific road conditions rather 
than impose lower speeds on major roadways. We need better Leadership for Tempe! 

102. 45 is a reasonable speed for the existing areas 
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103. Changing long-standing limits will create confusion and be fodder for the speed traps 
now found everywhere. 

104. 45 mph is not unsafe. 
105. Tired of City council arbitrarily changing those speed limits and putting in photo radar. 

It's all about making money! 
106. You have to move traffic  
107. 40 mph is too damn slow.  Raise the speed limit to 55!   
108. We need faster speeds on the roads, not slower.  Pedestrians shouldn't be playing in 

the streets and expecting everyone to stop what they are doing when they are too lazy 
to use a crosswalk at a light where cars are stopped  

109. Because no matter what you set the speed limit at, people will continue to do 10-15 
mph more. You see it everywhere, and the police do not enforce it. If the police would 
start ticketing people for speeding, people would be more inclined to do the speed limit 
or closer to it.  

110. Speeds are just fine, this is a money grab from local traffic law enforcement to gain 
funds 

111. I haven't seen any studies showing how this will improve safety/traffic. Some of these 
areas include sites where permanent cameras were recently installed. The timing of 
these proposed changes so recently after the camera installation makes this feel like a 
"money grab". If that is the case, I do not support these changes, especially in this 
economic time where more people are struggling to keep up with rising costs. The city 
has already been raising taxes on it's residents and needs to improve it's money 
management before taking more. 

112. I travel this street a lot. Traffic is not usually heavy so I see no need for changes. 
Signage is not until you travel a ways and then your speed is the 45 and its too late. 
Traffic is all going the 45 so going more slowly makes people pass more. Also what is 
that box along the side of the road going westbound as it seems to flash when I go by - 
is it recording speeds? If so, that needs to be communicated before I get to it. 
Chandler is 45 for most all streets so when I get to Tempe the traffic does not adjust. 

113. Broadway is a main commuter route and the current speed limit is fine.  
114. Decreasing the speed limit will likely have no significant effect. Those talking about 

pedestrians don't realize that pedestrians are crossing at intersections where cars slow 
to turn anyways. A speed limit change does not change distracted, drunk, or blind 
spots on roads that would much greater effects than speed 

115. Slowing down traffic makes the congestion worse not better 
116. This is one of the major roadways (6 lanes in most areas) going in & out of the City.  

To reduce the speed would cause major restrictions in an already congested 
thoroughfare.  It either needs to be left alone, or the street needs to be widened to 
properly accommodate the volume of traffic. 

117. Think it is only a way to write more speeding tickets 
118. Reducing speed continues to add onto traffic and delays for commuters. Broadway is 

already extremely busy and filled with traffic. Slower mph areas only contribute to 
extreme delays without lane expansions. Reduced mph does not make roads safer, 
this contributes to the traffic and increased stress and anger for drivers trying to pass 
through causing increased delay and wait times at stoplights. Broadway only has 2-3 
lanes and reducing speeds will contribute to increased traffic without lane expansions.  

119. Creates confusion and lack of continuity. Also gives credibility to cops to ticket if you 
accidentally forget or miss the sign. Best to do an Avery large area the same if 
reducing.  

120. If the change is only being made to increased motorcycle accidents then I think 
changing the speed limits isn't going to fix the issue. I do wonder if motorcyclists are 
confusing lane filtering which is now legal with lane splitting and that's what is 
increasing those accidents for that specific population. If accidents are down in other 
areas and it's just motorcycles that are the issue, I think that's worth looking into 
instead of changing the speed limits because that won't fix lane splitting issues.  
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121. Speed never killed anyone, it's the sudden stops caused by slow drivers paying no 
attention, and having no consideration for drivers behind them. Additionally, 
pedestrians do NOT have a right to just walk into the street without looking to see if it's 
safe, pedestrians should be made to carry liability insurance to pay for the damage 
they cause when hitting a vehicle or causing an accident to avoid them. Increase the 
speed to 65, less time on the road equals traffic reduction. At 65mph there would be 
more than 50% less traffic on the road at one time 

122. Decreasing speed limits will likely lead to increased accidents in already-congested, 
high traffic areas. Additionally, the proposed change appears to be an arbitrary 
decrease which doesn't seem to be backed by data-driven decisions (I.e. no known 
correlation between the speed limit decrease of 5mph to fewer accidents in the given 
areas). Alternatively, this proposed change may cause increased accidents by creating 
more traffic congestion and road rage.  

123. The current flow on this main passage towards Mesa runs smoothly at 45. During 
heavy traffic, the flow slows significantly as lines of vehicles transition from a red to 
green light. The ensuing congestion makes it so the flow is below 45 and travel time is 
considerably impacted.  

124. Waste of tax payers money. Fired engineering staff. Lazy. Innovative design for future.  
125. No data presented on why the change is being implemented other than a goal of the 

overall plan - what is the actual accident data as this is a major east-west corridor 
through Tempe and idling cars will create more pollution in Tempe. 

126. I do not support lowering the speed limit because these roads are primary 
thoroughfares, and reducing speeds will increase congestion and travel time without 
clear evidence of safety benefits. Lowering the limit by 5 mph is unlikely to change 
driving behavior but will require additional enforcement resources that could be better 
used elsewhere. 

127. Because you guys need to fix the timer system at the traffic lights first before you lower 
the speed limit. Lowering the speed limit without proper traffic implementations first will 
continue to build up more traffic in the city. Install traffic sensors at lights to be more 
efficient with current traffic conditions and then lower speeds. You will have less 
people speeding through yellow/red lights and more efficient and safe traffic system for 
pedestrians and vehicles. 

128. All speed limits need to be consistent. There's already enough traffic in Tempe without 
lowering it more 

129. Unless it's residential no need for slower traffic. 
130. This is an attempt to increase revenue generated from speeding tickets. There is no 

need for reductions in this area. This is the same as the unlawful traffic cameras 
installed.  

131. Broadway is a big Main Street.  
132. This will slow traffic down. If people commit egregious speeding, they will do it 

regardless of speed limit.  
133. Changes like this make for more traffic problems 
134. Road speed changes aren't the problem in Broadway Rd. I live on Broadway Rd and 

Priest and regularly transit by car or walking. I've witness many crashes on the area 
and every single time speed isn't the issue, the issue is people running the red lights. 
Reducing the speed limit won't do anything to help the constant head on collisions and 
seems like a way for the city to claim they did something when in reality they aren't 
enforcing the law for the actually dangerous maneuvers that happen here aka red light 
runners, people crossing double yellows, not respecting pedestrians right of way when 
Crossing.  

135. I think 45 miles per hour works perfectly fine, I don't see any issues with it.  
136. What evidence has been collected to support this change request?  I would like to see 

data on why this is being suggested.  When will the studies and data supporting this 
suggestion be presented so that we can see why this is being proposed? 
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137. works well very well now 5 mph does not make a change, never accident it doesn't 
why they want to a change  

138. Why are you reducing?  I haven't seen any statistics on accidents on this road vs 
others that are posted at 40.  This is my resonse for all the roads. 

139. Tempe's goals are incorrect. It appears to me that the long term goal is to reduce 
speed limits a bit at a time to greatly discourage all private vehicle traffic through the 
city in a mis-guided attempt at forcing people into mass transit and other non-private 
vehicle traffic.There should be focus on enabling traffic flow via the timing of lights and 
post the speed at which the lights are timed (Missouri in Phoenix is an example of 
this). 

140. If this was just rural to eastern limit I would support it, no need to mess with priest to 
western edge.  

141. Traffic generally slows in these areas naturally 
142. Its isnt going to slow speeders down. Speeders need stiff penalties.  
143. 45 on major streets should be the norm 
144. I don't see the need 
145. 40 not a natural speed after years non existence.  
146. The reduction in the speed limit is merely to raise funds for the city. The traffic 

enforcement is being used to raise funds for the city to allow more give aways to 
developers!  I won't live long enough to see any payback from the huge projects with 
their taxes deferred. 

147. I don't believe the five mile speed difference will make much of a difference. 
148. Just enforce the current limit.  A limit not enforced isn't a limit 
149. 5mph is not what we need. We need more officers and not cameras. 
150. The area is still high-traffic and an industrial/business route. Slowing the limit will 

increase traffic congestion.  
151. Speed limits are fine. The problem is there is virtually no enforcement, and a small 

number of drivers exceed the limits by a wide margin, a problem that won't be fixed by 
changing the limits. 

152. I drive this road about twice a week. I've had no concerns for safety at this speed.  
153. Changing the speed limit will not improve the safety unless Tempe starts enforcing the 

current speed limits in Town 
154. Lowering the speed limit does absolutely nothing if the flow of traffic remains between 

45-50mph. Issuing more tickets to normal people because of a sudden change during 
a time of economic strain is unnecessary and borderline unethical.  

155. Hardly anyone obeys the existing speed limits. Do you really think a sign change w/ 
possible immediate short term enforcement will make a long term difference. It 
appears to be another power & control issue that will further alienate the public from 
the police. Also, unless it's hiiden, there's been no data showing it will decrease 
accidents. 

156. I'm not sure why the city believes it is necessary to change something that has been 
working well for many years. This proposal seems like an unnecessary use of funding. 
I disagree with spending tax dollars on new signs, surveys, and research when the 
current speed limits have been in place for years and appear to be working effectively 
as they are. 

157. To the Members of the Council, 
I am writing to formally oppose the proposal to lower the current speed limit. While 
safety is our shared priority, simply lowering the limit does not address the root causes 
of congestion and accidents on our roads. Instead, I propose a strategy focused on 
enforcing efficient traffic flow and lane discipline.The current safety issues are 
frequently caused not by speed itself, but by speed variance and obstruction. When 
drivers loiter in the passing (left) lane or drive significantly below the speed limit while 
distracted by mobile devices, they disrupt the natural flow of traffic.This behavior has a 
domino effect: 
Impeding Flow: Slow drivers in the left lane act as rolling roadblocks. 
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Induced Danger: This frustration forces other drivers to make unsafe maneuvers, such 
as weaving through traffic or passing on the right, to maintain a reasonable travel 
speed. 
Distraction: Inefficient driving is often a symptom of mobile phone usage, which 
reduces situational awareness.Lowering the speed limit will not fix these behaviors; it 
will only penalize competent drivers while the actual disruptors continue to impede 
traffic. 
Therefore, I propose we reject the speed limit reduction and instead allocate resources 
toward:Strict enforcement of "Keep Right Except to Pass" laws. 
Targeted citations for distracted driving (mobile phone usage). 
Penalties for impeding traffic (driving significantly below the limit in active lanes). 
Mandatory remedial driving courses for repeat offenders to re-educate them on lane 
etiquette and road sharing.Let's focus on making our drivers more attentive and our 
roads more efficient, rather than artificially slowing down our community. 

158. People drive way too slow already there's already so much congestion in traffic we 
don't need to slow it down any further.  

159. Absolutely DO NOT keep reducing speed and/or reduce number of traffic lanes.  
Tempe keeps trying to make Tempe a walk/bike/masstransit/alternative transportation 
city.  This does not solve the auto/pedestrian accident issue.Education for 
pedestrians/scooter riders/bike riders/skateboarders & auto drivers need Education. 

160. we need to be able to move around more quickly, not slower. Expand the road instead. 
161. There are enough speed reinforcements in Tempe that exist. We just had the 

enhancements with the lights at the major intersections and the floating speed trap. 
Also we have the safety corridors that move as well. Our city does not need to become 
slow everywhere. 

162. It won't slow traffic  
163. Increase it 
164. 45 is a good speed 
165. Yes to the east end, no to the west end which is entirely unwalkable industrial and 

freeway overpass. 
166. this will impede flow of traffic in the area. If pedestrian safety is concerned, we need to 

evaluate behavior patterns of both pedestrians and drivers, knowing that the majority 
of pedestrian incidents occur when traffic signals/laws are ignored by either party.  

167. This would likely cause further congestion. 45 is an appropriate speed limit.  
168. Listen. I can understand slowing down traffic over in the areas closer to ASU where 

there's a lot of foot traffic all day. But as I will repeat in later entries, there is no reason 
to slow down the rest of the city because of that. As someone who lives in the 
Southern & Priest area, and regularly commutes Northbound Priest, Eastbound 
Broadway & University & Rio Salado, the traffic's bad enough when it's 45mph. 40mph 
is only going to make my daily commute that much worse. I literally work next to ASU 
and graduations or other events already cause AWFUL traffic, and you want to slow 
that down so it backs up even worse and I'm stuck in my parking garage for 2hrs 
instead of 1 hour? No thanks. 

169. Reducing the speed limits is just going to cause more confusion and annoyances. 
Enforce hands free driving because almost every near accident I ahve encountered is 
someone on their phone, not the speed. 

170. People will still go the same speeds regardless of the speed limit. This is just creating 
speed trap.  

171. I don't see The need to change it 
172. No reason to reduce the speed limit on this road.   Only the most conservative drivers 

will conform to this change.   And those drivers will increase the traffic problem 
especially during rush hours. 

173. The issue isn't the seed limit, it is enforcing the limits that already exist. There are still 
too many drag racers, people blow through the red lights, and are still going 50+ miles 
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per hour when it marked as 25 due to construction. Mesa just to the east has 45 mph 
even after it narrows down to two lanes (at Dobson). 

174. Driving down Rural with the speed limit of 35 often times I get honked at, flipped off, 
cussed and at other drivers ride my bumper.  You can waste tax payers money by 
changing all these signs but unless you have someone there to enforce the change the 
drivers that are actually following the speed limit get abused.  This happens about 85 
to 90% of the time.   

175. Speed reduction is not required. Enforce the current limits.  
176. Have better police presents and go along with the State speed laws 
177. Unnecessary speed reduction 
178. There isn't sufficient basis to change it. Arbitrary changes in speed limits at different 

sections of the road, as with any unexpected change in traffic conditions, will have 
negative impacts on safety, not positive. 

179. no more change 
180. Slowing traffic on an already crowded street is unnecessary..Catch the speeder with 

the nazi cameras. 
181. Too Slow 
182. Reducing the speed limit may help but people will continue to speed. Keep it the same. 
183. This reduction is not necessary  
184. Not realistic.  Not enforceable. 
185. People are just going to go faster no matter what 
186. Due to the volume of traffic in this area and the walls and landscape in this area and 

the reduction to only 2 lanes in each direction, allow the old speed limit so when traffic 
is light, it can proceede. 

187. I drive this road. 45 is not an unsafe speed. 
188. Because it is a major thoroughfare and 45 is the appropriate speed.   
189. This will not change anything. It will only slow the already congested traffic for the few 

law abiding citizens who don't exceed the speed limit. You need enforcement from the 
police, which isn't happening. Police no longer patrol. They no longer are serving the 
community. They wait for calls. That is a waste of resources for most of their day. 
There are laws being broken, but they aren't out there to see it. They are parked 
waiting for calls. That's a waste of tax payer money. If they are going to sit in a car, 
waiting for calls, sit in an area of high crime & speeding, so they may be effective.  

190. The speed limit is safe at 45.  
191. Speeding and traffic enforcement cameras are unjust, unconstitutional, and take 

money from the working class. 
192. This road is a main road to the freeway and it's what I take daily to work. Slowing it 

down would cause major traffic congestion.  
193. Stop telling people what to do. Mind your own damn business. 
194. Enforcement is better than changing signs. Lower speeds everywhere will only serve 

to frustrate more people. Enforce the existing ones first makes the most sense, which 
has already started. 

195. There is too much traffic to slow it down so much. 
196. Broadway is a major street. Other routes can be taken for those who do not feel 

comfortable using it at the present speed limit.  There are far more vehicles using this 
street than pedestrians/cyclists.   

197. 45 mph speed limit is fine 
198. Because of the number of lanes available. 
199. Speed limits, even when supported by Gotcha Cameras, are not an effective way of 

controlling streets that were designed to support 50-60 mph traffic. 
200. I don't think it is necessary.  
201. NA 
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Yes responses:  
1. It would be consistent across Broadway 
2. Slower speeds are safer for non-car users. 
3. To make the speed limit consistent because of the volume of traffic. 
4. There is no justifiable reason to drive at excessive speed on roadways where 

pedestrians, cyclists, and turning vehicles are present. Slower is safer 
5. It seems confusing with so many areas going from 45 to 40 and back to 45, a flat 40 

would make more sense.In addition, drivers exceed the speed limit in most areas so I 
think having a lower starting MPH may lower the overall speed?  

6. Consistent 40 MPH speed across this area means people are ready for speed 
cameras and an established culture of multi-modal transport around Downtown Tempe 

7. I drive it often and the traffic gets kind of crazy. 
8. People go about 55 mph and there are many schools in the area  
9. people speed on this street all the time this will help with that. 
10. consistency the length of Broadway and safer travel 
11. Should be lower speed limit. However, the COT needs to actually inforce speed limits 

otherwise its useless.  
12. Increase safety and hopefully minimize reckless drivers 
13. I support the seed limit change. Speeding has become a major factor impacting traffic 

safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians.  
14. People drive way over speed limit 
15. Cars drive way too fast through here. Lowering the speed limit is a good first step, but 

all of Broadway should be re-designed to include center medians, no more than two 
car lanes in each direction, and wider sidewalks throughout the corridor. Dedicated 
bus lanes should also be evaluated. The redesign between Mill and Rural was a good 
start, it is time to implement this safer design across the whole corridor. Biking and 
walking on Broadway currently does not feel safe. 

16. I support slowing down traffic to protect pedestrians. 
17. People drive too fast.  
18. There are far too many car accidents and reckless driving seen on the Tempe streets. 

Rarely do I see cars pulled over for speeding. I also feel very strongly that u-turns 
should be illegal at intersections. The streets are too fast.  

19. The speed on Broadway regularly exceeds 45 mph.with very little speed limit 
enforcement.  

20. The proposed speed limit change eliminates confusion that now exists due to differing 
speed limits along this corridor.  

21. Speed kills. 
22. I believe that reducing the speed limit on this road will make it safer, and (modestly) 

reduce air pollution. It will also make the speed limit more consistent for Broadway Rd 
within Tempe. I believe that it is confusing for drivers to have the limit be 40 mph in 
some places, and 45 mph in others.  

23. Traffic can flow, letting people get to their destination in the same amount of time, with 
infrastructure changes. We do not need small roads like Broadway to be 7 lanes wide, 
wider than highways across most of Europe. Reducing speed limits increases safety 
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. It will also make it safer to enter or exit the 
road. Reducing traffic signal intervals so that you can cross an intersection with less 
frustration, and reducing the amber light duration will help with creating a need to 
actually stop before red. I see a minimum of 1-3 cars go through red at every crossing, 
and if you count amber, you can often see as many as 5-10. And, no danger of 
consequences. In Europe most urban speed limits were dropped from 30mph to 
20mph over the past 5 years, simply because the statistics showed that (with a small 
European car designed for impact with pedestrians) at 30mph a child had a 60% 
chance of being killed, whereas 20mph gave them a 60% chance of survival. So 
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reducing speeds from 45 to 40 is a step in the right direction, but far from making 
anything safe in any way. 

24. Should be even lower but it's a start. 
25. Too many lead feet in this town.......We know that people will slow down based on 

what is posted    So hopefully the speed posted will be the speed driven. 
26. We drop off/pick up at Connolly Middle School on Broadway and Country Club and it is 

very difficult and dangerous. We have to turn in front of speeding cars and I have 
requested a turn arrow several times. Nothing has been done. When leaving the 
school the cars driving east are flying at least 60 mph. Children are crossing here as 
well and red lights are run all the time. This is a dangerous road and I wish it was a 
school zone along Broadway. Terrible! 

27. Slower speeds mean less serious crashes. Motorist skill level is low and only getting 
worse.  

28. I support all reduction in speed limits. A reduction in speed limit closer to 30 would 
make more sense to the streets that abut neighborhoods. Our streets need to be safe 
for all users, which includes pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, and cars. Data shows 
that reduced speed does not impact congestion, as traffic lights are timed 
appropriately and folks who need to travel at higher speeds then travel on our 
highways, which in Tempe are accessible and plentiful. While reduction in speed is a 
great first step, additional changes should include infrastructure changes to make the 
streets more difficult to speed along including bump outs, medians, barriered bike 
lanes and bus-only lanes.  

29. Better to have a uniform speed than up, down, up. The west end is fine at 45 since 
there isn't really anything there and serves more as a freeway connection but fine with 
east end dropping to 40.  

30. I agree the speed limit should be reconsidered as noted.  Dropping to 40 for the entire 
stretch makes sense from a safety perspective.  

31. Police enforcement required,not flags blowing in the wind 
32. Just need to enforce present speed limits with radar. 
33. Makes this section consistent with adjacent speed limits. 
34. Consistenty 
35. The 45 mph section currently passes Tempe High School and residences on the south 

side of the street, so that really needs to change. I really think that it should be reduced 
to 35 mph and if possible to 25 mph, not just during school hours since there are 
people living along that section of road. Drivers are currently NOT obeying the speed 
limit as evidenced by the presence of a traffic camera frequently placed south side of 
the road, west of the railroad tracks. 

36. Traffic noise to neighboring homes 
37. Even though I have lived here less than 6 months, I believe having a decrease in 

speed limits is worthwhile. I believe a good amount of drivers would be willing to drive 
at least 5 mph less than how it is now. From what I've seen around here many drive 
around the speed limit, unless they're passing or being reckless. I think lowering the 
speed limit would help reduce accidents and the likelihood of them. These reasons 
may not sound like strong evidence to lower speed limits, but to me I believe they 
make sense and support lowering the speed limit in the proposed areas here in 
Tempe. 

38. I agree to lower the speed limits in Tempe because I see too many drivers driving way 
over the speed limit. I've also seen too many drivers going through RED lights.  

39. It's safer and that's the priority. 
40. Given the proximity to Downtown and ASU, and the number of pedestrians and 

cyclists present in the area, I support all reductions in speed limit. I would drop the limit 
to 30mph, since 31mph is the speed where a pedestrian who gets hit by a car has a 
50/50 chance of living -- at 46mph, the pedestrian only has a 10% chance of living.  
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41. To make the speed limits consistent, which makes it easier for drivers to remember. 
Also, speed kills so anywhere that we can have slower vehicle traffic means a safer 
environment for everyone. 

42. Will help improve bike and pedestrian safety and is in accordance with the density in 
the area 

43. Slower speeds are safer. Broadway is a narrow road and it would be safer with a lower 
speed limit.  

44. I live on Broadway and traffic is too fast. We also need more crosswalks and traffic 
calming redesigns. 

45. Safety for all road users 
46. Many drivers speed, making stretches of Broadway have unsafe conditions with cars 

often going 55 mph.  This creates a sense of aggression, especially as traffic starts to 
increase toward busy times.  Anything to calm the driving styles on Broadway would 
be very beneficial.   I would support 35 mph across all of Broadway. 

47. Speed limits here are too high. I walk and bike quite a bit and it's scary how fast drivers 
go! Even 40 is too high but I'll take it.  

48. 40 MPH is a reasonable speed given mixed residential/commercial artery. 
49. Speed in invariably a major cause of accidents, however, I think it will take physical 

improvements beyond posting a new speed limit sign that will slow people down. 
50. I live near broadway road and speed needs to be lowered.  
51. People love to race and drive extremely fast on Broadway in this part of the city; 

bringing the limit down will hopefully "calm" the entire stretch. 
52. Speeding and pedestrian crossings 
53. Slower speeds = safer and quieter streets for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
54. Slower speeds are safer for all street users. 
55. Drivers need to slow down, too many accidents.  
56. This road has been a mess for a long time.  Different speed limits  half way thru two 

major intersections.  Personally I believe the speed limit should be the same in all 
directions of an intersection and speed limits should be consistent between two major 
arterial streets. 

57. Like the idea, however suggest warning tickets for a year. 
58. With the new curved bridge and on ramp to WB I-10 changing traffic flow it would help 

if vehicles moved a bit slower  
59. I support Vision Zero to eliminate roadway deaths and traffic calming measures are 

critical to the viability of safe communities.  
60. Tired of folks driving like they learned how to drive on a video game.  Lives are more 

important than an extra 5 miles per hour. 
61. There were too many people are racing along Broadway don't to stop at the red light 

which make it unsafe for drivers on the intersections, for pedestrians and for extreme 
noise for the neighbor with engine raving up 

62. There's more vehicle traffic in both parts and in the eastern portion more pedestrian 
traffic 

63. The street length of Broadway is 5 miles, my preference is that it be a consistent 
speed throughout the entire city, not split as it is now. However, as a heavily travelled 
road, during peak traffic, the Level of Service is very slow, so speed is self regulated 
by the amount of traffic.  During non-peak periods however, the areas that are 
predominantly industrial and commercial may not need slower speed on a street 
originally designed as a 45 mph arterial. We have added sidewalks and bike lane 
enhancements between Mill and Rural, where the predominant bike/ped traffic is, so 
lower speed in this area makes sense.  Overall, it's probably fine, if residents and 
business owners along this corridor want it, then consistency is better than changing 
speeds every few miles.  

64. On most streets Tempe drivers speed through the streets of Tempe with little regard 
for speed limits and safety! Decreasing the speed limit will at least hopefully slow 
drivers down. 
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65. I feel people drive too fast now, reducing the speed will discourage 50mph+ and 
hopefully reduce the number of traffic incidents. 

66. Although many drivers will continue to exceed the speed limit, the reduction may help 
in the long run. Increased traffic means reduced speed. Use this comment for your 
following questions. 

67. People are driving too fast everywhere!  
68. Safer  
69. Slower speeds save lives. Please just enforce it!! 
70. There is a lot of traffic around ASU. 
71. 45 means 54 to most and that's too fast 
72. 40 is plenty fast enough and will not impede the flow of traffic.  45 means some drivers 

are doing 55, which is dangerous with all the entry and exit points.  
73. Safety 
74. as a frequent pedestrian and cyclist, the roads have gotten quite a bit more dangerous 

over the years. I have noticed more speeding and distracted driving; specifically on 
broadway, I have seen a man driving with his knees while smoking some type of drug 
from a tin foil! I think the lower speed limits will keep our roads safer. 

75. Drivers go well beyond speed limit now. 
76. Drivers often exceed the speed limit of 45, meaning the actual speed is 50 or higher. 

Making it 40 may lead to drivers actually going 45. 
77. Speeding is a serious issue in our City and we need to reduce speed limits throughout 

the city.  
78. Slower speed limits make for safer streets 
79. I think it'd be safer for the pedestrians and cyclists. 
80. Lower speeds are safer, as we continue to develop our city we should continue to 

design in ways that benefit pedestrians. 
81. Most newer vehicles will let you know the speed limit you're driving within, slower is 

better in this growing city. 
82. This road has no bicycle lanes and cars drive way too fast for the safety of bikers. 
83. Increased safety for all road users and speed limit consistency. 
84. Here is my comment in general. I support the 5 mph reduction. BUT, it is a royal pain if 

the speed limit changes every few blocks. So, using this instance for example, make it 
40 mph from Scottsdale road to the east end of Tempe. Consistent speed limits 
eliminate the distraction of having to look for the speed sign. Thus making the roads 
safer. 

85. Too many speeders that need to be slowed down. 
86. I think the only real ways to reduce speed limits that are respected is to redesign the 

road itself.  When the road is straight and wide open, no obstructions people feel 
internally safer driving faster and often don't realize that.  A simple way to help is 
reducing the number of lanes to 2, and the outermost lanes could be converted to 
dedicated bus/bikelanes separate from traffic lanes where private vehicles can't drive.  
Also needs to include good median design for good line of sight as well as strategic 
landscaping/street trees to not only provide needed shade, sense of enclosure by the 
trees can subconsciously slow drivers as well as reducing temperatures/improving air 
quality, reducing some noise pollution to nearby properties.  Signs don't do a good job 
at reducing speeds, the design and layout of the road itself is a huge deal.  

87. Because drivers are going 45-60 mph. But there needs to be enforcement; otherwise 
this is a waste of time. 

88. This area should be safe for multiple modes of transportation -- those using alternative 
forms of transportation as well as vehicles. This area has lots of businesses, and 
turning in/out of them will be more safe if oncoming traffic is moving more slowly. 
Lowering the speed limit makes it safer for everyone.  

89. Improved safety 
90. I think the whole city should be 40 mph or less. 
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91. I drive the speed limit or less now and I'm tail gated and honked at by drivers in cars 
and motorcycles speeding by going well over the posted speed limit.  

92. Primary reason is increased safety. A lower speed limit generally leads to a significant 
reduction in the severity of crashes, especially for pedestrians and cyclists. The 
difference in impact force and stopping distance between 45 mph and 40 mph is 
substantial, giving drivers more time to react and reducing the chance of fatal injury in 
a collision. Additionally, this is a denser area that should have its speeds reduced even 
further. Lastly, a 5 MPH reduction will result in a neglible reduction in transit time since 
congestion and signals primarily dictate transit times. 

93. Slowing down motor vehicle traffic could result in slightly safer conditions for cyclists 
on those roads 

94. It will be safer 
95. Safety  
96. Drive on Broadway every day. 40 feels much more safe 
97. The fewer speed changes the better. 
98. Lots of businesses and driveways, very busy road 
99. Tired of speeding on city streets 
100. Speeding is out of control in Tempe but if the current laws aren't really enforced what 

effect will lowering them have? 
101. I ride my bike through Broadway and have also driven my car through Broadway. 

Speed limits should be decreased. There are houses backing up through these 
streets, people riding bikes, kids riding bikes, pedestrians walking to the grocery store. 
There is so much activity and drivers are driving too fast. In addition to lowering speed 
limits, infrastructure needs to be changed to force people to slow down. It is also about 
design. Apache has a 35 mph speed limit and yet people still speed through that 
street. Narrow the lanes, put medians in, put proper protected bike lanes on major 
roads so people can get to actual necessary destinations (like a grocery store) , make 
the intersections smaller (for bikers, pedestrians, people with kids). If I wanted to bike 
to a grocery store that is a half a mile away from the Broadmor neighborhood to the 
Safeway on Broadway, it would not feel safe. It should not be this way. If I so choose, I 
should be able to walk or bike there without the fear of getting hit by a car. You can not 
blame low demand and ridership on people not wanting to utilize different alternative 
method when most people make a reasonable choice to drive instead of walk/bike 
because it feels safer than crossing a major 7 lane intersection. In summary, this is 
much more than just speed limits. Please look at the bigger picture.  

102. Yes, I support the speed reduction as the proposed area has numerous turn-offs along 
w/ heavy driving usage meaning the reduction would aid drivers in making safe and 
effective updates in the desired area. 

103. Because my experience over decades is seeing higher congestion and higher speeds. 
104. It's a needed change. 
105. If you have ever been in an accident and drive in Tempe you are very aware of all the 

people speeding g and running red lights. If they are not able to obey the rules of the 
road then I fully support a city wide 40 mph , so people that think this is just a way to 
collect additional fund via the speed cameras dont have a leg to stand 

106. Cars already exceed speed limits. The change will at least dial back speeding a bit. 
107. Definitely  
108. proximity to certain places 
109. I believe that lower speed limits will ensure better safety for vehicles and pedestrians.  
110. There is so much speeding on baseline and 48th St. that is my location 48th St. in 

Southern going down to Tempe. It's all Tempe Arizona that need this people are not 
patient. They're always in a hurry. I want this thank you 

111. Pedestrian safety  
112. Safety  first! 
113. I frequent Broadway Rd a lot, and notice a lot of drivers speeding way above 45 mph. I 

live on Broadway Rd and need to make a left turn onto the street, and find it more 
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difficult when drivers are driving at 45mph or more. I see a lot of jaywalking as well in 
those areas, ad well as bikers in the bike lanes. I feel reducing the speed by 5mph will 
make it feel safer for all those who travel on Broadway Rd. 

114. It makes sense to match adjacent speed limits 
115. Lowering the speed limit makes the road safer for everyone and greatly reduces the 

probability of fatal crashes.  
116. There are schools around the area  
117. Thank goodness. I've been avoiding this street for years because of the crazies. 
118. Making speed limits constant across stretches of road is safer and easier for drivers to 

understand.  
119. Although I don't think that it will do anything to actually curb the speeding problem we 

have, I am hopeful that those who are interested in public safety will follow it. I do see 
the potential danger in those who will speed regardless to go just as fast while 
everyone else slows down, but alongside that concern I would hope that would mean 
that law enforcement would have more of a vested interest in stopping them. As it 
stands, there seems to have been very little (where I have noticed) effort to stop the 
speed racing that goes on at night. I've personally witnessed the deadly after effects of 
that along with the deadly consequences of people's poor driving habits in general. At 
least once a month I am almost hit or I see an accident unfold in front of me. More 
effort should be placed overall to protect drivers and pedestrians/cyclists from these 
people. 

120. Traffic volume, street congestion  
121. People drive too fast and too recklessly, so anything that contributes to safety on our 

streets is good. I live just off Broadway Rd where the speed reduction is proposed, and 
know first hand how drivers proceed on that road. Yes, lower the speed limits!!! 

122. We should decrease speeds anywhere bikes, walkers, dogs, kids commute! 
123. I bike and lower speed limits are always a good thing.  
124. because too many people speed through this corridor 
125. Speeding is a problem in Tempe and lower speed limits hopefully will help. 
126. To make the speed consistent! 
127. 45 is too fast to be safe 
128. Broadway is very congested at times, and if the lights would be re-programmed to 

allow smooth East-West flow it would move traffic through town quicker. 
129. There are many student pedestrians and cyclists, both Tempe High School and ASU 

students that heavily utilize this area.  Lower speed limits would make it safer.   
130. Reducing speed limits will make pedestrians and cyclists safer.  
131. Very busy road. 
132. too many accidents and speeders 
133. Lots of heavier traffic  
134. It is time for Tempe to prioritize safety over excessive speeds. 
135. I live near this roadway and bike and walk here frequently. The area has several 

schools and many ASU students using active transportation. Slower car speeds would 
make everyone safer.  

136. to reduce the severity of injuries when a crash occurs 
137. This stretch of Broadway is in my immediate neighborhood,  and I frequently see lot of 

speeding and lane changing. The neighborhoods to the north and south of Broadway 
include schools and multi-family housing, as well as corner strip malls. When I slow 
down for a right-hand turn, I constantly check my rear-view mirror. 

138. Pe0ple drive too fast. Pedestrians get hurt. 
139. On Broadway Road, the traffic is often quite heavy; drivers may not be very watchful.  

45 mph is simply too fast for safety. 40 mph is much better. 
140. It's a smaller road with housing right next to it in some areas 
141. Higher pedestrian, bicycle, and scooter traffic along this stretch.  Slower traffic will 

reduce vehicle speeds and make it safer for non vehicle travelers.  
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142. Broadway has frequent driveways, bus stops, and turning movements that create 
constant conflict points. A 40 mph limit better matches how the street actually functions 
and reduces the severity of crashes on a corridor used daily by people walking, biking, 
and taking transit. 

143. Consistency would be great. Would also like to see the same sort of bike lanes and 
other improvements made between Mill and Rural AT THE SAME TIME as you lower 
the speed limit. Don't do one without the other. No one will drive 40 mph on the 
portions that are 3 lanes in each direction. Don't believe me? Hang out on Rural and 
Alameda for a few hours with a radar gun. 

144. Because speeds are currently too fast and people drive unsafeley in the area.  
145. We are a family that rides our bikes and with the speed limit being 45 most drivers are 

actually going 55+ and distracted. I would even propose it dropping down to 35mph  
146. People drive way too fast here. If you want to help promote safer streets for walking & 

biking, we need to lower the speed limits.  
147. We need safer speed limits because so many community members ride bikes and use 

these streets  
148. Broadway is known to have drivers that go too much over the speed limit. The road 

conditions for pedestrians during crosswalk time is in disrepair at so many 
intersections that their safety is at risk.  

149. I believe lower speed limits will create a safer environment for bikers and pedestrians. 
150. There are virtually no traffic police in this godforsaken town, and people regularly go 

15 over the speed limit. So 45 = 60 to the vast majority of people. I go the exact speed 
limit, and often the victim of people's road rage. These roads are massively dangerous 
for pedestrians and drivers, and need to be slowed the hell down (and actually policed 
by traffic cops willing to ticket speeders) for safety.  

151. I am a cyclist, as is my family, including 2 kids. Speeding vehicles put us at 
tremendous risk. I think decreasing speed limits might be a great way to improve street 
safety for everyone, especially vulnerable populations. 

152. Slower speeds right off the freeway will encourage driver to obey the 40 MPH limit 
though the middle of town 

153. I think all 45 mph roads should be lowered to 40. Drivers tend to go about 5 miles an 
hour over any speed limit so at 45mph people tend to drive about 50 mph, more or 
less. I moved here from Chicago 40 years ago. At that time there were fewer people 
and fewer cars on the road. There were so many cuts in the road allowed and people 
weren't using their turning signals that rear end accidents must have occurred often. 
When I returned to the Chicago area I realized that our speed limits were much lower, 
35mph! I almost felt like I was standing still! I was used to driving at slower speeds in 
Chicago and that is why I found it difficult  to drive at a much higher speed. I am 83 
and I am used to the speed limits in AZ now. Feel free to lower all the speed limits 
because no one drives the speed limit! 

154. I have no problem with reduced speed limits in our city. I would like time to get used to 
changes 

155. Too many cars use this road 
156. streets in Tempe SHOULD be lower speed limits than they are, and ALL of Broadway 

and other streets be restructured as boulevards with real, protected bike lanes and 
wider sidewalks 

157. people drive too fast in tempe 
158. I live near broadway and rural rd.  it is often so congested that i'm not sure reducing 

the speed will make a difference but there are so many idiot drivers racing around this 
area i feel like this proposed speed limit will be good. 

159. Speed is the reason for so many accidents. 
160. Speed kills. The higher the speed, the more injuries and death you will have. 

Presumably, lower speed limits will reduce traffic-related injury and death. But the 
bigger issue is that Tempe barely enforces the existing speed limit, due to lack of 
police and technological enforcement resources, or sheer lack of political  will on the 
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part of city officials. Frankly, I would be happy if the city enforced our existing speed 
limits.  

161. Drivers going way above the speed limit endanger others, some college students 
especially.  

162. People drive to fast. 
163. I agree with the City that speeds on many of our materials are too high. As especially 

the north part of the city has added a lot of new housing and also commercial and 
office uses, the complexity of street use is too much for high speed limits. 

164. No need to drive that fast on this road. 
165. Consistency. 
166. I have seen an increase in reckless driving within Tempe over the last two years.  The 

reduction of speed is a step in the right direction but enforcement of that speed limit is 
needed.   

167. More consistent and safer. 
168. Speeding. People drive faster than 45  
169. People drive crazy, I've almost been hit FOUR times in a crosswalk on Broadway  
170. It's not a huge road and it gets very congested. 45 mph with a small stretch in the 

middle tha5 40mph doesn't make sense. People can drive a little slower.  
171. Yes, I would like the area along the Tempe Maker District (between Priest Dr & Mill 

Ave) to be more pedestrian friendly and have bicycle lanes.  
172. This area seems tighter and I feel this is a good speed change 
173. The higher the speed limit the fast people drive. People seem to think if they drive 5 or 

10 mph over the speed limit the police won't ticket them. Speeding has gotten out of 
control. Time to bring it back to safer speeds for everyone. 

174. I think speed limits changing on the same street makes drivers not realize that the 
speed limit is different past a certain point. I see this all the time on SR-51 in the 55 
mph areas. If the speed limit were lower throughout the entire street, that would be 
safer and result in less speeding in the areas that are already lower. 

175. Currently, a lot of drivers driving through Broadway adjust their speed to the 45mph 
sections and won't slow down when they enter the 40mph corridor. 

176. safer driving 
177. It does not matter what the limit is unless police cite those going more than 5 or 6 

miles over the limit. 
178. The city is changing. Frankly, if we want to become a world class city that takes Vision 

Zero seriously, we need to slow down cars. My only concern is that the speed limit 
should actually be going down to 35 mph.  

179. I use this road frequently to commute  
180. Drivers are aggressively fast.  
181. Waking along broadway road makes you feel like you're in a Mad Max movie.  
182. safety is paramount 
183. People drive way to fast.  
184. I support reducing the speed limits but enforcement is the key. 
185. I would rather see Tempe police actually enforce the current speed limit than lower it!!! 

You can lower it to 25mph if you wanted but it won't slow people down unless it's 
enforced!   Also, any road with a bike plan should automatically have a lower speed 
limit to keep cyclists safe.  Have you ever had a car go past you 3 feet away going 
45mph?  It's scary as hell!  

186. People always drive faster than the speed limit. Reducing the speed limit will reduce 
the overall speed. Same answer for each of the proposals. 

187. I support speed limit reductions in all areas of the city. It is the right thing for the city to 
do and everyone needs to slow down and pay attention.  

188. I've seen people driving way over the speed limit all over the city. It used to be that 
people said that police wouldn't ticket people as long as they were going within about 5 
mph of the speed limit, but now, I've heard people saying that police won't ticket them 
for going more than 10 mph of the speed limit. It's sort of like increasing the "2 second 
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rule" or "5 second rule" for eating food off the floor to the "10 second rule." None of 
these are actually real rules, but they make people feel like things they've already 
decided to do are okay. Seeing the limit numbers go backward instead of forward to 
accommodate their increasing of their mental limits may influence some drivers to be a 
little more considerate and see that pushing the limits get some push-back. 

189. Lower speed limits improve public health and safety! 
190. consistency would be good throughout the corridor. Enforcement will be an issue 
191. I live in this area and we need a better sense of safety coming from drivers. A better 

pedestrian culture.  
192. I'd hope if traffic was going slower, cars would be able to stop more readily for cyclists 

and pedestrians.  
193. For safety of everyone. 
194. one constant speed limit for the entire road 
195. Getting somewhere safely is more important than getting there fast. 
196. I don't think the speed on any arterial should be more than 40mph 

 

Not sure responses:  
1. There is a ton of data that says changing speed limits don't change driving behavior.  

Two things change speeds, traffic, and street design.  Quit worrying about the speed 
limits and designs streets that make people feel like they should go slower. 

2. Don't drive it on a daily basis 
3. YES for E Broadway.... NO fo W Broadway ... because of difference in pedestrian 

traffic in those 2 areas. 
4. No case has been made for the changes, seem entirely arbitrary, needs to be some 

analytical basis other than "Tempe has evolved."  This will be my response to each 
street. 

5. Don't drive this section of road. 
6. Are drivers traveling at or around the 45 mph speed limit causing an issue on this 

roadway?  
7. First, some of these suggested changes may make sense given the level of 

pedestrian- and light rail- mixed use (Broadway). Others (such as Guadalupe) I believe 
are the wrong decision as they are still heavily car-centric with all connecting arterial 
roads (McClintock / Rural / etc.) still at 45mph, causing driver confusion and potentially 
more accidents, all while creating more congestion and thus more pollution. Many of 
us use Guadalupe to commute to work regularly with the i-60 being backed up, and 
want this street to remain efficient and safe. Second, I attended the public meeting on 
Dec-9 but was disappointed to see a lack of data in the presentation. While I hope data 
was used to safely evaluate the optimal speed limits for each stretch of road, I was a 
bit perplexed as to why this was omitted when attempting to influence public opinion. I 
hope the Tempe City Council does its due diligence and asks for the full data and 
evidence supporting these changes before a vote takes place. In most fortune 500 
companies, a reasonable proposal would start with a clearly articulated problem 
statement and provided evidence (including data) on why the proposed solution was 
the most optimal to solve the stated problem. The presentation given to the public 
surprisingly fell far short of this. I don't want to talk poorly of the smart and tenured 
team that provided these recommendations as I am sure they are very skilled in their 
line of work. At the same time, we must hold ourselves to the same (minimum) 
expectations as one would expect in the private sector. We should expect no less 
when dealing with the safety and well-being of our city and our families. 

8. I am not sure as I do not believe both the public meeting or council presentation 
provide me with enough information to determine if these proposed speed limit 
changes are reasonable and meaningful.  I define these two terms as follows: 
- Reasonable means they fit the road classification and that the roadway physically 
supports the posted speed limit (PSL). 
- Meaningful means they are based on a quantitative process that reviews speed and 
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crash data using Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) USLIMITS2 tool, which 
defines the national standard of care for speed limit setting. 
If Tempe is using USLIMITS2, that should be disclosed in public and council 
presentations. If not, the city should explain why, given its role in promoting 
consistency and safety. The process should clearly show whether the proposed speed 
limit is above, below, or at the USLIMITS2 recommendation, calibrated with local crash 
and speed data. Research (see NCHRP Report 504: Design Speed, Operating Speed, 
and Posted Speed Limit Practices) indicates that the PSL is the only independent 
variable that influences driver speed behavior, provided there is a reasonable level of 
enforcement. Typically, 85% of drivers travel at PSL + 5 to 10 mph, which falls under 
the usual enforcement threshold of 11'“15 mph over the limit. Pace speed is also 
important on long arterials without frequent interruptions (signals). 
Why this matters: 
- Reducing mean speed and speed differential improves safety and enables FHWA 
Crash Modification Factors (CMFs) related to speed to help quantify potential crash 
reduction benefits. 
- The Safe System Approach (Safer People, Safer Roads & Safer Speeds) should be 
used to communicate this point: managing speed is essential to reducing kinetic 
energy and crash severity. 
To reinforce reasonable speed behavior, Tempe should adopt a systematic and 
scheduled speed enforcement program that rotates through all city streets. This could 
include: 
- Set enforcement stations on key arterials with a static speed limit sign, followed by a 
dynamic speed feedback sign, and then a visible police civil traffic enforcement station 
that allows the officer and the offender to pull off the arterial at a safer location. 
- The University of Arizona Center for Applied Transportation Science (CATS) study for 
Pima County DOT found these setups highly effective in reducing speed-related 
crashes. Tempe should replicate this approach and conduct before-and-after studies 
as part of its Vision Zero strategy. 
Physical design changes should complement enforcement: 
- Traffic signals and Roundabouts to manage conflict points and reduce severe crash 
risk. 
- Raised speed table crosswalks on minor arterials, collectors and at roundabouts. 
- Access control medians on roads like Scottsdale Road in north Tempe, allowing left 
turns only at signals and select mid-block locations, plus improved lighting and mid-
block HAWKs. 
- Raised mid-block speed tables on College Avenue and similar Tempe streets to 
reinforce proposed speed limits, especially near curves with crash history. 
- Consider narrowing lanes to 11 feet to encourage lower operating speeds. 
- Curb extension (bulb-outs) like what is being done on Mill Avenue in downtown. 
- Raised intersections to slow speeds in the intersections to help mitigate conflict 
points and reduce severe crash risk.Finally, I do not support zero-tolerance 
enforcement or safety zones based on crash frequency or history. These approaches 
waste resources, send the wrong message, and do not align with best practices. 
Enforcement should aim for reasonable speed and yielding behaviors that reduces 
crash risk, applied equitably across all roads and intersections. Cherry-picking roads or 
intersections based on crash history along for special enforcement often masks 
underlying design issues and unfairly shifts blame to drivers instead of addressing root 
causes that crash risk applies to all roads and intersections. 

9. Seems there is little to no enforcement of the existing speed limits.  Not sure what the 
point is to reduce if the current one is not enforced. 

10. I have noproblem with the changes.  What I do have a problem with is variable speed 
limits on the same street.  You can be driving along at 45 when the speed limit 
suddenly drops to 40.  Whatever limit you choose, make it consistent along the entire 
legth of the street.  (This does not apply to school zones.) 
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11. I do not travel very often on that road, so am not sure how to respond. 
12. Because I rarely drive that portion of roadway and am unfamiliar with the typical, 

general conditions. I also do not live in that area of Tempe. 
 
3. Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for Priest Drive? 

  
      Total responses: 646 
 
4. Why did you select your answer in the previous question? 

 
No responses:  
1. It is fine the way it is. 
2. Speed limits are not the problem. Distracted driving is. Please enforce the distracted 

driving laws. 
3. It's a comfortable speed and I pay attention to all traffic/pedestrians near me. 
4. Because no one enforces the speed limit. You get slow people and fast people and 

then you get accidents. If you cannot enforce it then stop asking to change.  
5. Enforcing current speed limits is a better tactic 
6. Increase in congestion on a major N/S arterial  
7. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
8. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 45 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
9. The speed limit is sufficient as it is. This is clearly a cash grab by the city after 

implementation speed cameras and not really about public safety and greater police 
patrols rather than this.  

10. 45 is fine 
11. Traffic will only get worse than it already is with the newly-added cameras! 
12. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  There are not pedestrians in the area.  

Traffic is bad enough. 
13. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, 

and now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by 
further slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy 
work for themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  

14. No data presented showing an unusual increase in accidents related to speed   
15. No reason for it, again you guys just want ticket revenue  
16. Slower speed limits will only cause more frustration and unsafe lane changes.  
17. I feel that the Police need to enforce the existing speed limits as they are today by 

writing tickets to the violators,  It doesn't matter what you change the speed limit to, if 
there is no enforcement, people will continue to speed. Once driver's begin to see the 

3%

47%

50%

Not sure (21)

Yes (300)

No (325)
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Police pulling speeders over for speeding, other drivers will begin to be more aware of 
their speed in that area,  People will begin to talk about these areas with heavy police 
presence for speeding and they will begin to change their driving habits.   "Why reduce 
the speed limits which aren't being enforced now to a slower speed limit which won't 
be enforced?  And if you begin to enforce it once you change the limit to a slower 
speed, shame on you!  The same could have been accomplished by enforcing the 
original speed limit.  By reducing the speed limit, this would be punishing everyone for 
what the few are doing." 

18. I don't support lowering the speed limits. I do support being more consistent across 
Tempe. Inconsistent speed limits mean people don't know how fast they should drive 
and this contributes to other people getting impatient and doing things that then cause 
accidents. 

19. Leave speed limits as they are.  
20. I believe the speed limits are fine as is and believe this new proposals are just a way to 

have the police write more speeding tickets as Tempe police is already money hungry. 
21. Seems OK to leave as is.  
22. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 

have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

23. There has been no significant or noticeable change to pedestrian/bicycle traffic to 
require reducing the speed limit in these areas 

24. This area is largely industrial and, barring any significant changes to land use, would 
be better allowing faster travel  

25. No need for the reduction.  
26. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 

seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 
27. Do not lower the speed limit limits on any roads in Tempe. This is not going to help 

people. This is just gonna slow down traffic even more. You're talking about main 
strips here. Do your job and represent the people and we don't want this. 

28. Our streets are already congested. Lowering the speed limit will only make this worse. 
Enforce the existing speed limits instead  

29. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates 
this issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 

30. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 
reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

31. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

32. I selected no because cars stop better and have more automated safety tech than ever 
and road conditions have not substantially changed. If anything speed limits should be 
increasing, not decreasing.  

33. Radar enforcement would be better 
34. You already have speed and red light cameras that the public did not want.... This is 

just an effort to increase the tickets issued by those cameras.  Driving any where in 
Tempe, is becoming crowded and exhausting!  In addition this is a freeway access 
road, people are not expecting to slow to a crawl.  

35. leave it like it is 
36. cheaper to bulldoze road and fire city council. 
37. I don't believe there is a need as traffic flows fine here  
38. Giving cops a reason to harass locals  
39. Lowering the speed limit by 5 mph won't prevent people from speeding. Speed trap 

cameras, traffic circles, chicanes, chokers, or other alternatives that force cars to slow 
down would be more effective. 
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40. We dont need slower traffic, we need to move traffic through because of congestion 
41. Doesn't seem like there is that much traffic on there and seems like more of a business 

route. 
42. I don't understand the need for the change.  
43. This is a heavily used area, the real issue is where the traffic flow is coming to and 

from, making other routes would better impact vs this that will end up causing issues 
44. It's a wide open street/great visibility with little pedestrian traffic. 
45. No matter what the speed limit is, there's always going to be speeders and crazy 

drivers.  Crack down on those. 
46. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 

proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone "just wants it that way." This 
is not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
-Staff is "right sizing" the speeds to match what is 
happening in the area. 
-Roadway functions can change over time. 
-Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

47. There is no need to lower the speed limit in this area. The traffic flows just fine at 45 
48. It already takes an inordinate amount of time to cover the short distance along Priest. 

This would make it even slower, so there needs to be a reason to raise it. What data 
do you have that suggests that lowering the speed limit would increase safety? 

49. Why is this necessary to slow the speed limit on the wide open, straight road?  There 
are plenty of lanes, clear visual access to cross streets, and ample stop lights for safe 
travel.   Has 40 mph done us any good to solve driving issues?  It seems to make it 
worse. 

50. It seems fine the way it is. 
51. Priest is a busy thoroughfare.  It already backs up during busy times.  Using traffic 

cams and red light runners should handle this problem 
52. This stretch of road does not have a lot of pedestrian or bicycle traffic. It is wide and 

well lit. I drive this often and do not see how making us drive 5 miles slower increases 
safety. It seems like the problems are people who are already disobeying the 45 mph 
speed limit.  

53. 45 is normal, 40 is just a trap to generate ticket revenue 
54. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 

busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

55. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in 
the posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting 
to take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break 
the speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I 
believe that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be 
a good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over 
Tempe is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this 
survey.  

56. Minimal accidents and little bike/scooter traffic use Priest the further you get from the 
university. This is a money grab to add more cameras to pick the pockets of the 
average consumer  

57. It's not necessary. 
58. Current speed limit is adequate for road size and traffic levels 
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59. Priest Drive keeps traffic off of Kyrene and Hardy, until reaching Guadalupe, lowering 
the speed does not facilitate traffic flows of a major arterial that is predominantly 
industrial and commercial uses.  From the northern City border to Baseline the speed 
limit should be 45, and let traffic regulate itself by time of day and level of service, 
rather than lowering it to 40 and pushing traffic onto other north/south collectors or 
through neighborhoods.  

60. Because I need to get where I am going.  I don't want to crawl all the way to work. 
61. I believe it's safe at 45 mph. 
62. There is no need to reduce any speed limits.  If anything the existing 40mph should be 

raised to 45mph. 
63. Not a lot of pedestrian traffic 
64. Reducing speed limits is a waste of time if there's no enforcement. This is the case for 

previous reductions in speed limits. There's been little enforcement. 
65. It will be frustrating and won't make a difference  
66. The speed limit is fine in this area. 
67. Although I seldom drive this section, I used to drive it during a daily commute a few 

years back. Most drivers drive between 45 and 50 mph on this section. Traffic tends to 
be light and side traffic minimal. 45 mph is safe in this section of road 

68. Everything moves safely and smoothly as is. 
69. This area is mostly businesses, so keep it at 45 mph 
70. Same as above. Provide us with the data that supports this decision.  
71. People who speed will continue to speed. Lowering the speed limit, has shown in 

study after study, to often INCREASE traffic accidents in this state. I trust the research. 
72. Existing speed limits are already reasonable and shouldn't be changed. 
73. See above explanation. 
74. The police are just looking for easier ways to pull a vehicle over. EVERYONE in 

Arizona drives 10+ miles over speed limits. Lowering the speed limit will cause chaos, 
especially with older drivers as they drive slower already and create problems. 

75. There is no valid reason for this change.  Where  are the 85th percentile speed studies 
to justify it? 

76. The existing speed limits are fine.  Commute times are already becoming burdensome 
and has me considering selling my house and moving,   

77. PHX Metro and Tempe is not a walker/biker environment as much as the city would 
like it to be...it's not dense enough, people drive. The city should take steps to optimize 
lights and inform people of green waves to better handle commutes, rather than torture 
residents. 

78. The speed limit merely indicates the speed at which police an issue tickets. Per AZ 
DOT website: https://azdot.gov/business/engineering-and-
construction/traffic/faq/establishing-speed-limits ""Before and after" studies 
consistently demonstrate that there are no significant changes in traffic speeds 
following the posting of new or revised speed limits. Furthermore, no published 
research findings have established any direct relationship between posted speed limits 
and crash frequency..." As no data has been presented about the 85th percentile 
speeds and ADOT is clear that this will not accomplish any objectives other than the 
ability to write speeding tickets for lower speeds, this proposal should be called out for 
what it is: creating an enforcement speed trap to raise revenue. 

79. City has provided no information to justify the proposed change, yet asks for 
justification on citizens' responses.  

80. Its a major street that eventually allows access to the 202 and slowing 5 mph is not 
going to help anything but make traffic more of a nighmare.   

81. Current limits are not effectively followed or enforced.   If there is s safety concern,  
let's start by following the current limit.   Further reduction is futile.  

82. You can't even enforce the speed limits as they are. Reducing the speed limit is not 
going to resolve the issue of people speeding. 
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83. Look at the map with the imagery on. There is a reason it is higher speed limit now. 
Don't make traffic worse. 

84. City is motivated by money grab not safety, it's an unnecessary change that only came 
about because they've installed speed cameras everywhere  

85. Same as above 
86. Keep the speed limits as is.  They are slow enough, just enforce them. 
87. Changing numbers on a few signs alone is very unlikely to result in compliance or to 

reduce high severity crashes. Interactive speed signs would have an impact to help 
maintain the EXISTING posted speed limits, with no need to reduce limits on 
ARTERIAL STREETS. There is no proposed change in character to calm traffic. One 
psychological method with documented effectiveness is to plant more trees, which 
narrows the field of vision, resulting in more cautious driving. Another method is to 
narrow the roadway. A more useful way to accomplish this could be to provide barriers 
for bicycle lanes.  

88. A more consistent speed limit would be good, but again this is a road that was 
designed for the current speed limit and is a major north-south corridor through the 
west side of Tempe. 

89. Current speed limits are appropriate  
90. This is mostly a commercial road and does not warrant a slower speed 
91. I believe that the existing speed limit is adequate for current street design and size as 

well as for the vehicle and pedestrian traffic of that area. The current speed limit 
enhances the flow of traffic.  

92. Slower speeds are not necessary on busy main roads. Drivers just need to actually 
follow the speed limit and not treat it as a suggested starting point. 

93. Tempe leadership is proposing this change while providing little to no quantitative data 
to support the push to make this change. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph will have 
no actual effect on safety. Leadership is doing this to give the appearance that they 
are working without addressing the more difficult root cause of car accidents. Tempe 
leadership should focus on making actual changes to specific road conditions rather 
than impose lower speeds on major roadways. We need better Leadership for Tempe! 

94. See previous response  
95. Better to keep steady speed limit 
96. 45 is already an appropriate speed for that area 
97. This is the big Guadalupe moneymaker. Does Tempe want to get in on the speed trap 

windfall? 
98. 45 mph is not unsafe. 
99. Tired of City council arbitrarily changing those speed limits and putting in photo radar. 

It's all about making money! 
100. You have to move traffic  
101. First, some of these suggested changes may make sense given the level of 

pedestrian- and light rail- mixed use (Broadway). Others (such as Guadalupe) I believe 
are the wrong decision as they are still heavily car-centric with all connecting arterial 
roads (McClintock / Rural / etc.) still at 45mph, causing driver confusion and potentially 
more accidents, all while creating more congestion and thus more pollution. Many of 
us use Guadalupe to commute to work regularly with the i-60 being backed up, and 
want this street to remain efficient and safe. Second, I attended the public meeting on 
Dec-9 but was disappointed to see a lack of data in the presentation. While I hope data 
was used to safely evaluate the optimal speed limits for each stretch of road, I was a 
bit perplexed as to why this was omitted when attempting to influence public opinion. I 
hope the Tempe City Council does its due diligence and asks for the full data and 
evidence supporting these changes before a vote takes place. In most fortune 500 
companies, a reasonable proposal would start with a clearly articulated problem 
statement and provided evidence (including data) on why the proposed solution was 
the most optimal to solve the stated problem. The presentation given to the public 
surprisingly fell far short of this. I don't want to talk poorly of the smart and tenured 
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team that provided these recommendations as I am sure they are very skilled in their 
line of work. At the same time, we must hold ourselves to the same (minimum) 
expectations as one would expect in the private sector. We should expect no less 
when dealing with the safety and well-being of our city and our families. 

102. Too damn slow.  I can walk faster. 
103. We need faster speeds on the roads, not slower.  Pedestrians shouldn't be playing in 

the streets and expecting everyone to stop what they are doing when they are too lazy 
to use a crosswalk at a light where cars are stopped  

104. Because no matter what you set the speed limit at, people will continue to do 10-15 
mph more. You see it everywhere, and the police do not enforce it. If the police would 
start ticketing people for speeding, people would be more inclined to do the speed limit 
or closer to it.  

105. Speeds are just fine, this is a money grab from local traffic law enforcement to gain 
funds 

106. The existing speed limits are fine. Also, stop with the "road diets" on larger streets.   
The vast majority of road users are cars.  

107. Slowing down traffic makes the problem worse...it just backs up traffic! 
108. This is one of the major roadways (6 lanes in most areas)   the City, and connects to 

majorfreeway& mall.  To reduce the speed would cause major restrictions in an 
already congested thoroughfare.  It either needs to be left alone, or the street needs to 
be widened to properly accommodate the volume of traffic. 

109. Reducing speed continues to add onto traffic and delays for commuters. There are 
already speed and red-light photo enforced cameras within this area. The drop in mph 
will only continue to contribute to the slower traffic around the speed and red-light 
photo enforced cameras. This will continue to contribute the congestion to the main 
roads. Reduced mph does not make roads safer, this contributes to the traffic and 
increased stress and anger for drivers trying to pass through causing increased delay 
and wait times at stoplights.  

110. Creates confusion and lack of continuity. Also gives credibility to cops to ticket if you 
accidentally forget or miss the sign. Best to do an Avery large area the same if 
reducing.  

111. If the change is only being made to increased motorcycle accidents then I think 
changing the speed limits isn't going to fix the issue. I do wonder if motorcyclists are 
confusing lane filtering which is now legal with lane splitting and that's what is 
increasing those accidents for that specific population. If accidents are down in other 
areas and it's just motorcycles that are the issue, I think that's worth looking into 
instead of changing the speed limits because that won't fix lane splitting issues.  

112. Speed never killed anyone, it's the sudden stops caused by slow drivers paying no 
attention, and having no consideration for drivers behind them. Additionally, 
pedestrians do NOT have a right to just walk into the street without looking to see if it's 
safe, pedestrians should be made to carry liability insurance to pay for the damage 
they cause when hitting a vehicle or causing an accident to avoid them. Increase the 
speed to 65, less time on the road equals traffic reduction. At 65mph there would be 
more than 50% less traffic on the road at one time 

113. Decreasing speed limits will likely lead to increased accidents in already-congested, 
high traffic areas. Additionally, the proposed change appears to be an arbitrary 
decrease which doesn't seem to be backed by data-driven decisions (I.e. no known 
correlation between the speed limit decrease of 5mph to fewer accidents in the given 
areas). Alternatively, this proposed change may cause increased accidents by creating 
more traffic congestion and road rage.  

114. I regularly drive this section of road heading to/from home to laundromat on Priest just 
south of Baseline with linens from my office. The current flow on this main passage 
runs smoothly at 45. It's predominately non-residential, mainly commerce, and there is 
absolutely no need to reduce the flow of traffic on this section. I don't recall ever seeing 
pedestrians or bicycles on this route. 
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115. Priest great for local commute. Leave it as is please.  
116. Businesses access to Freeway on 60 will be severely restricted and there is a lot of 

traffic from the business park south of Alameda. 
117. I do not support lowering the speed limit because these roads are primary 

thoroughfares, and reducing speeds will increase congestion and travel time without 
clear evidence of safety benefits. Lowering the limit by 5 mph is unlikely to change 
driving behavior but will require additional enforcement resources that could be better 
used elsewhere. 

118. Because you guys need to fix the timer system at the traffic lights first before you lower 
the speed limit. Lowering the speed limit without proper traffic implementations first will 
continue to build up more traffic in the city. Install traffic sensors at lights to be more 
efficient with current traffic conditions and then lower speeds. You will have less 
people speeding through yellow/red lights and more efficient and safe traffic system for 
pedestrians and vehicles. 

119. All speed limits need to be consistent. There's already enough traffic in Tempe without 
lowering it more 

120. This is an attempt to increase revenue generated from speeding tickets. There is no 
need for reductions in this area. This is the same as the unlawful traffic cameras 
installed.  

121. Lots of traffic to slow down even more. Always construction too in that area that clogs 
up the streets  

122. This will slow traffic down. If people commit egregious speeding, they will do it 
regardless of speed limit.  

123. Changes like this make for more traffic problems 
124. I think 45 miles per hour works perfectly fine, I don't see any issues with it.  
125. Please present data-driven evidence for this proposal 
126. works well very well now 5 mph does not make a change, changes is not meaningful it 

is wasteful 
127. I believe the road is always congested as it is. 
128. Tempe's goals are incorrect. It appears to me that the long term goal is to reduce 

speed limits a bit at a time to greatly discourage all private vehicle traffic through the 
city in a mis-guided attempt at forcing people into mass transit and other non-private 
vehicle traffic. There should be focus on enabling traffic flow via the timing of lights and 
post the speed at which the lights are timed (Missouri in Phoenix is an example of 
this). 

129. Slower speeds only affect law biding citizen's. 
130. 45 on major streets should be the norm 4 
131. Because this will push drivers over to Hardy Dr which is a more residential roadway 

and already has worst problem with cut through and speeding. 
132. 40 not natural or used should be 35 or45 
133. I don't believe the five mile speed difference will make much of a difference. 
134. This is a main N-S route with a large portion being wide and multi-lane. The area is still 

high-traffic and an industrial/business route. Slowing the limit will increase traffic 
congestion.  

135. Speed limits are fine. The problem is there is virtually no enforcement, and a small 
number of drivers exceed the limits by a wide margin, a problem that won't be fixed by 
changing the limits. 

136. There are mostly businesses in this area. The current speed limit is safe  
137. Changing the speed limit will not improve the safety unless Tempe starts enforcing the 

current speed limits in Town 
138. Lowering the speed limit does absolutely nothing if the flow of traffic remains between 

45-50mph. Issuing more tickets to normal people because of a sudden change during 
a time of economic strain is unnecessary and borderline unethical.  

139. Same as #1 
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140. I need to get to the airport faster. I'm not sure why the city believes it is necessary to 
change something that has been working well for many years. This proposal seems 
like an unnecessary use of funding. I disagree with spending tax dollars on new signs, 
surveys, and research when the current speed limits have been in place for years and 
appear to be working effectively as they are. 

141. We shouldn't lower the speed limit; we should raise the standard of driving. The issue 
isn't speed"”it is a lack of situational awareness and lane discipline. 
1. The "Rolling Roadblock" Effect 
Drivers camping in the left lane while going the speed limit (or below) create 
dangerous bottlenecks.This creates an environment where other drivers feel forced to 
undertake (pass on the right) or follow too closely, increasing the risk of accidents. 
2. Enforcement vs. Restriction, lowering the limit punishes efficient drivers. We need to 
enforce existing laws against impeding traffic and distracted driving. If a driver is on 
their phone or driving 10mph under the limit in the passing lane, they are the hazard, 
not the person trying to drive the posted speed. 
3. The Solution: Education and Accountability, Ticket drivers who block the flow of 
traffic. 
Ticket drivers on their phones. Require traffic school for these specific violations to 
teach drivers that they are not the only people on the road. Goal: Predictable, smooth 
traffic is safe traffic. 

142. Too much congestion in traffic are ready, lowering speed limits would only increase 
congestion in traffic is completely unnecessary.  

143. Absolutely DO NOT keep reducing speed and/or reduce number of traffic lanes.  
Tempe keeps trying to make Tempe a walk/bike/masstransit/alternative transportation 
city.  This does not solve the auto/pedestrian accident issue. Education for 
pedestrians/scooter riders/bike riders/skateboarders & auto drivers need Education. 

144. we need to be able to move around more quickly, not slower.  Expand the road 
instead. 

145. There are enough speed reinforcements in Tempe that exist. We just had the 
enhancements with the lights at the major intersections and the floating speed trap. 
Also we have the safety corridors that move as well.Our city does not need to become 
slow everywhere. 

146. People don't obey speed limits  
147. Make it all 45 or higher  
148. 45 is a good speed 
149. Alternately, make everything from Rio Salado south 40, everything from Rio Salado 

north 45 as it passes over the river and 202 where it will not bother the empty land/few 
business and freeway turns or entrances. 

150. This is more of a business district. 
151. All of the parts of Priest that are 3 lanes in each direction should remain at 45.  All of 

the portions that are 2 lanes should be lowered to 40. No one will drive 40 where 
there's 3 lanes. 

152. Unnecessary.  
153. Priest Drive is a connecting road for the interstate, also closer to the Phoenix border 

and for transitioning into or from airport traffic. Slowing it down will have residual 
effects congesting the desire to get to AZ Mills mall, to University, to Broadway,  

154. I think you should do the opposite.The area top chunk is where most people already 
go 45, and it has 3 lanes up til University, there's no reason to slow it down, and daily 
traffic going south on Priest to the freeway just before AZ Mills is awful already to the 
point that I cannot turn out of my home street because both lanes are backed up, and 
again, you want to slow that down so that the right lane is backed up too? No thanks. 
Make the top chunk 45 instead, and the 40 chunk at Baseline is small enough that you 
should just merge it into the existing 45. Bonus opinion: Noone goes 25 in Guadalupe 
anyways, you should bump that up to 30, but no higher. 

155. same answer- enforce hands free driving 
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156. People are just getting off the freeway and  this is a reasonable speed for this road.  
157. No reason to reduce the speed limit on this road.   Only the most conservative drivers 

will conform to this change.   And those drivers will increase the traffic problem 
especially during rush hours. 

158. Read above response. 
159. Speed reduction is not required. Enforce the current limits.  
160. Unnecessary speed reduction 
161. no more change 
162. This is a big road and 40 is crazy slow for this road. It will frustrate everyone. 
163. This is a wide street that can manage traffic. 
164. Already too slow 
165. It's part of the freeway and right next to the freeway. The speed limit should stay the 

same.  
166. 45 mph seems reasonable on this road. 
167. Same as above 
168. Not realistic.  Not enforceable  
169. No need to restrict traffic any more than it already is due to over crowding. 
170. i don't drive here a lot. it's probably annoying to speed up to 45 just to go back down to 

40 about a big block away, then again it's probably more annoying to lose the 
opportunity to go a little faster... 

171. I feel the roads are wide here and that the traffic flows well at 45  
172. It is a major thoroughfare and 45mph is appropriate.    
173. Same as above question.  
174. 45 is fine. It's not even that fast.  
175. Speeding and traffic enforcement cameras are unjust, unconstitutional, and take 

money from the working class. 
176. There is too much traffic to slow it down so much. 
177. Priest is a major street. Other routes can be taken for those who do not feel 

comfortable using it at the present speed limit.  There are far more vehicles using this 
street than pedestrians/cyclists.   

178. 45 mph speed limit is fine 
179. Priest from University and south carries a lot of traffic nearly all day. The slower speed 

limit may likely entice more drivers to driver faster than 40 mph or perhaps there will be 
more red-light runners.  

 
Yes responses:  
 
1. It would be consistent across Priest 
2. Slower speeds are safer for non-car users. 
3. To make the speed limit consistent for this distance and because of the volume of 

traffic. 
4. There is no justifiable reason to drive at excessive speed on roadways where 

pedestrians, cyclists, and turning vehicles are present. Slower is safer 
5. Same as first question 
6. Consistent 40 MPH speed across this area means people are ready for speed 

cameras and an established culture of multi-modal transport around Downtown Tempe 
7. Getting closer to Guadalupe, it should be a slower speed limit since it goes down to 

25mph in Guadalupe. 
8. A lot of accidents on this street. Everyone speeds.  
9. consistency over longer distance and resultant safer travel 
10. Even 40 is too fast. 
11. Increase safety and hopefully minimize reckless drivers 
12. I support the seed limit change. Speeding has become a major factor impacting traffic 

safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians.  
13. People drive way over speed limit 
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14. Yes, lower the speed limit. No city street should have a 45 mph speed limit. Add center 
lane medians, make the car lanes more narrow and widen the sidewalks! 

15. Protecting pedestrians. 
16. People also drive too fast here. 
17. I support speed reduction for all of Tempe.  
18. The speed limit on Priest is not enforced.If its changed will it be enforced ? 
19. Development has increased the number of vehicles accessing this roadway from 

adjacent properties.  A change from 45 mph to 40 mph provides a safer environment 
for drivers to enter and exit Priest Drive from intersecting driveways and streets. 

20. As above. 
21. I believe that reducing the speed limit on this road will make it safer, and (modestly) 

reduce air pollution. It will also make the speed limit more consistent for Broadway Rd 
within Tempe. I believe that it is confusing for drivers to have the limit be 40 mph in 
some places, and 45 mph in others.  

22. Traffic can flow, letting people get to their destination in the same amount of time, with 
infrastructure changes. We do not need small roads like Broadway to be 7 lanes wide, 
wider than highways across most of Europe. Reducing speed limits increases safety 
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. It will also make it safer to enter or exit the 
road. Reducing traffic signal intervals so that you can cross an intersection with less 
frustration, and reducing the amber light duration will help with creating a need to 
actually stop before red. I see a minimum of 1-3 cars go through red at every crossing, 
and if you count amber, you can often see as many as 5-10. And, no danger of 
consequences. In Europe most urban speed limits were dropped from 30mph to 
20mph over the past 5 years, simply because the statistics showed that (with a small 
European car designed for impact with pedestrians) at 30mph a child had a 60% 
chance of being killed, whereas 20mph gave them a 60% chance of survival. So 
reducing speeds from 45 to 40 is a step in the right direction, but far from making 
anything safe in any way. 

23. I support this because there is a lot of commercial traffic in this area and high-density 
traffic during a majority of the day. 

24. Lower all city speed limits 5 to 10 mph to 25 to 30 like almost  all intelligent towns in 
America.  

25. It is logical to extend the existing speed limit to keep it consistent 
26. Slower speeds mean less serious crashes. Motorist skill level is low and only getting 

worse.  
27. I support all reduction in speed limits. A reduction in speed limit closer to 30 would 

make more sense to the streets that abut neighborhoods. Our streets need to be safe 
for all users, which includes pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, and cars. Data shows 
that reduced speed does not impact congestion, as traffic lights are timed 
appropriately and folks who need to travel at higher speeds then travel on our 
highways, which in Tempe are accessible and plentiful. While reduction in speed is a 
great first step, additional changes should include infrastructure changes to make the 
streets more difficult to speed along including bump outs, medians, barriered bike 
lanes and bus-only lanes.  

28. Dumb to have it 40 then a short stretch at 45, making it all 40 is easier.  
29. Keeping a consistent, slower speed will be safer and easier to follow. 
30. The existing 45 make sense given 40 north and south of this section.  
31. Police enforcement is required,hanging a sign ain't getting it done 
32. Makes this section consistent with adjacent speed limits. 
33. I think that a consistent speed limit is a good idea, and feel that 45 mph encourages 

drivers exiting the US 60 to keep going at freeway speeds. 
34. Traffic noise to neighboring homes 
35. Even though I have lived here less than 6 months, I believe having a decrease in 

speed limits is worthwhile.I believe a good amount of drivers would be willing to drive 
at least 5 mph less than how it is now. From what I've seen around here many drive 
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around the speed limit, unless they're passing or being reckless. I think lowering the 
speed limit would help reduce accidents and the likelihood of them. These reasons 
may not sound like strong evidence to lower speed limits, but to me I believe they 
make sense and support lowering the speed limit in the proposed areas here in 
Tempe. 

36. More consistent speed 
37. Too many Drivers go past the speed limit now. 
38. I think my answer for all of these will be the same: it's safer.  
39. I would encourage the City to make the speed limit even slower than 40mph.  
40. To make the speed limits consistent, which makes it easier for drivers to remember. 

Also, speed kills so anywhere that we can have slower vehicle traffic means a safer 
environment for everyone. 

41. Will help improve bike and pedestrian safety and is in accordance with the density in 
the area 

42. Softer for those in the bike lane and other motorists.  
43. Slower speeds save lives! Especially for pedestrians, cyclists and bus riders. 
44. Safety for all road users 
45. Make our streets safer.  
46. 40 MPH is a reasonable speed given mixed residential/commercial artery. 
47. Speed in invariably a major cause of accidents, however, I think it will take physical 

improvements beyond posting a new speed limit sign that will slow people down. 
48. Speed should be consistent for that whole stretch  
49. safer. slower traffic allows businesses to be seen better. 
50. Speeding and pedestrian crossings 
51. Slower speeds = safer and quieter streets for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
52. Slower speeds are safer for all street users. 
53. With the stop lights around this area it makes sense to reduce the speed limit. 
54. Drivers going too fast 
55. This road has been a mess for a long time.  Different speed limits  half way thru two 

major intersections.  Personally I believe the speed limit should be the same in all 
directions of an intersection and speed limits should be consistent between two major 
arterial streets. 

56. Yes, and would like warning tickets for a year. 
57. There is a higher pedestrian activity near Arizona Mills and the extended western 

canal path it would be nicer if vehicles moved a bit slower through this area 
58. I support Vision Zero to eliminate roadway deaths and traffic calming measures are 

critical to the viability of safe communities.  
59. On most streets Tempe drivers speed through the streets of Tempe with little regard 

for speed limits and safety! Decreasing the speed limit will at least hopefully slow 
drivers down. 

60. Again, people are already using excessive speeds, lowering will hopefully discourage 
this. 

61. Same as above 
62. Safer 
63. Priest Rd has a limit of 45 then 40 currently.  Lowering the speed limit will make the 

drive more consistant.  
64. Slower speeds save lives. Please just enforce it!! 
65. 45 means 54 to most and that's too fast 
66. same as above 
67. Safety 
68. to keep our pedestrians safer! 
69. Drivers go well beyond speed limit now. 
70. Drivers often exceed the speed limit of 45, meaning the actual speed is 50 or higher. 

Making it 40 may lead to drivers actually going 45. 
71. See above  
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72. Slower streets are safer, especially those with bike lanes 
73. I think it'd be safer for the pedestrians and cyclists. 
74. This is a minor speed decrease, which improves the safety of our streets and also 

makes the speed more consistent. 
75. Most newer vehicles will let you know the speed limit you're driving within, slower is 

better in this growing city. 
76. There are only 2 lanes each way and with bicycle lanes quite active and there being 

lots of buses, there is no reason for cars to drive too fast on this road and make it 
unsafe.  

77. Increased safety for all road users and speed limit consistency. 
78. That 45 mph for a few blocks is confusing.  Keep it consistent.  
79. I think the only real ways to reduce speed limits that are respected is to redesign the 

road itself.  When the road is straight and wide open, no obstructions people feel 
internally safer driving faster and often don't realize that.  A simple way to help is 
reducing the number of lanes, and the outermost lanes could be converted to 
dedicated bus/bikelanes separated from car traffic where private vehicles can't drive.  
Also needs to include good median design for line of sight as well as strategic 
landscaping/street trees to not only provide needed shade, sense of enclosure by the 
trees can subconsciously slow drivers as well as reducing temperatures/improving air 
quality, reducing some noise pollution to nearby properties.  Signs don't do a good job 
at reducing speeds, the design and layout of the road itself is a huge deal.  

80. Because drivers are excessively speeding on Priest. But there needs to be 
enforcement; otherwise this is a waste of time. 

81. I bike this route regularly to get to South Mountain, and do so even more now that the 
I-10 bridge at Arizona Mills is complete. Lowering the speed limit will make this route 
safer for all road users.  

82. Improved safety 
83. Again 40 mph or less 
84. See above answer  
85. See previous answer 
86. Slowing down motor vehicle traffic could result in slightly safer conditions for cyclists 
87. Varying speeds made more uniform. 
88. It's not that much lower and will be safer 
89. I think a consistent speed limit makes sense.  
90. The fewer speed changes the better. 
91. Busy road, lots of businesses  
92. Tired of speeding on city streets 
93. Speeding is out of control in Tempe but if the current laws aren't really enforced what 

effect will lowering them have? 
94. Speed limits should be decreased.  In addition to lowering speed limits, infrastructure 

needs to be changed to force people to slow down. It is also about design. Apache has 
a 35 mph speed limit and yet people still speed through that street. Narrow the lanes, 
put medians in, put proper protected bike lanes on major roads so people can get to 
actual necessary destinations (like a grocery store) , make the intersections smaller 
(for bikers, pedestrians, people with kids). If I wanted to bike to a grocery store that is a 
half a mile away from the Broadmor neighborhood to the Safeway on Broadway, it 
would not feel safe. It should not be this way. If I so choose, I should be able to walk or 
bike there without the fear of getting hit by a car. You can not blame low demand and 
ridership on people not wanting to utilize different alternative method when most 
people make a reasonable choice to drive instead of walk/bike because it feels safer 
than crossing a major 7 lane intersection. In summary, this is much more than just 
speed limits. Please look at the bigger picture.  

95. Yes, I support the speed reduction as the proposed area has numerous turn-offs along 
w/ heavy driving usage meaning the reduction would aid drivers in making safe and 
effective updates in the desired area. 



36  

96. Increased traffic congestion. 
97. Hard to maneuver in this area. 
98. This is one small way to regain some control for pedestrians and bikes plus make 

driving safer. 
99. Definitely  
100. I believe that lower speed limits will ensure better safety for vehicles and pedestrians.  
101. Vehicles go too fast on that spot. 
102. Safety first.  5 mph is safer  
103. I drive the speed limit (45mph) in the designated area and always notice people 

passing me going at least 10 mph over. It feels very dangerous as it is a long stretch 
with no traffic lights 

104. It makes sense to match adjacent speed limits 
105. Lowering the speed limit makes the road safer for all road users and pedestrians. 

Greatly reducing the probability of fatal crashes. What would truly make these roads 
safer and make people follow the speed limit is better street design. Stop making every 
road so straight and wide. This only encourages drivers to go faster regardless of what 
the speed limit is.  

106. Im indifferent about this change, it does make sense for the sake of consistency on the 
traveled path. 

107. This is the one I'm happiest about. I've nearly been killed in this intersection more than 
once by speeders and right-on-red drivers who don't look in all directions before they 
proceed. 

108. This spot has always bothered me, its dumb to have the speed limit change this much 
in this short of a distance and it's barely noticeable on the road signage.  Personally I 
think the 40's should be raised to 45 for this stretch, but lowering the 45 to 40 will at 
least make it consistent.  

109. Making speed limits constant across stretches of road is safer and easier for drivers to 
understand.  

110. Although I don't think that it will do anything to actually curb the speeding problem we 
have, I am hopeful that those who are interested in public safety will follow it. I do see 
the potential danger in those who will speed regardless to go just as fast while 
everyone else slows down, but alongside that concern I would hope that would mean 
that law enforcement would have more of a vested interest in stopping them. As it 
stands, there seems to have been very little (where I have noticed) effort to stop the 
speed racing that goes on at night. I've personally witnessed the deadly after effects of 
that along with the deadly consequences of people's poor driving habits in general. At 
least once a month I am almost hit or I see an accident unfold in front of me. More 
effort should be placed overall to protect drivers and pedestrians/cyclists from these 
people. 

111. Heavy volume of traffic, increased congestion, and increased number of serious 
accidents  

112. We should decrease speeds anywhere bikes, walkers, dogs, kids commute! 
113. probably needs it 
114. I live on the corner house at geneva dr. And priest, the cars speed by at more than 

60mph, both ways! Its dangerous and my house has been hit by a car in the past and 
the house across the street was also hit.  The fact that southbound priest INCREASES 
the speed right before the residential area is disgusting as well!  40 along that whole 
area is just what makes more sense. 

115. 40 is safer 
116. Priest is very congested at times, and if the lights would be re-programmed to allow 

smooth North-South flow it would move traffic through town quicker. 
117. Reducing speed limits will make pedestrians and cyclists safer.  
118. Drivers come off the 202 with a 70mph mindset that carries over on the city streets. 
119. too many accidents and speeders 
120. It is time for Tempe to prioritize safety over excessive speeds. 
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121. Slower car speeds will bleed into slower speeds in neighborhoods.  
122. to reduce the severity of injuries when a crash occurs 
123. Consistency with existing limits to the north and south. 
124. People drive too fast 
125. On Priest Road, the traffic can be quite busy & many drivers are not very watchful.  45 

mph is too fast for safety and inconsistent with the rest of that stretch of road.  40 mph 
makes better sense. 

126. This stretch of Priest carries high volumes but also serves adjacent neighborhoods 
and employment areas with regular crossings and turning traffic. Lowering the speed 
limit improves safety without meaningfully impacting travel times on a corridor already 
constrained by signals. 

127. Because speeds are currently too fast and people drive unsafeley in the area.  
128. We are a family that rides our bikes and with the speed limit being 45 most drivers are 

actually going 55+ and distracted. There have been several bike vehicle accidents.  
129. It's always weird that this turns to 45 in a short period anyways & there are apartments 

& lots of inlets & outlets here.  
130. I believe lower speed limits will create a safer environment for bikers and pedestrians. 
131. It's usually around that speed anyway because of the traffic and lights 
132. Again: there are virtually no traffic police in this godforsaken town, and people 

regularly go 15 over the speed limit. So 45 = 60 to the vast majority of people. I go the 
exact speed limit, and often the victim of people's road rage. These roads are 
massively dangerous for pedestrians and drivers, and need to be slowed the hell down 
(and actually policed by traffic cops willing to ticket speeders) for safety.  

133. Because it doesn't hurt anyone to go a little slower. It makes people on the streets 
safer. 

134. There is no reason to have that one section of Priest 5 MPH above the rest of the road 
135. See above 
136. I wish it could be reduced to 35 MPH instead of 40 MPH - the wide areas of Priest 

could be reduced to 2 lanes each direction with a median and bike lanes and wider 
sidewalks and more trees maintained by the city 

137. People drive way too fast. Slower speed limits are safer. 
138. people drive too fast 
139. It keeps the speed limit on the entire street consistent. 
140. again, we have so much traffic in tempe, i rarely drive 45 anywhere. 
141. it will make Tempe a more bike friendly place, which it really needs to work on. 
142. See question 1 
143. Part of Priest curves from I-10 to Baseline and drivers need to slow down going N/S 

east of AZ Mills Mall. 
144. People drive to fast. 
145. I agree with the City that speeds on many of our materials are too high. As especially 

the north part of the city has added a lot of new housing and also commercial and 
office uses, the complexity of street use is too much for high speed limits. 

146. Consistency. 
147. Somebody I know just got hurt on this street. I myself use this street a lot to get to/from 

work and school. People get crazy out here sometimes, later at night.  
148. Again the reckless, fast driving in Tempe is out of control.  I have driven this section of 

roadway many times over the last couple of years and speed is an issue.   
149. More consistent and safer. 
150. Speeding. Also need more signs for the upcoming drop in speed limit to 20  
151. On this stretch of Priest it's very easy to go 50mph. I think 40 is plenty fast.  
152. The higher the speed limit the fast people drive. People seem to think if they drive 5 or 

10 mph over the speed limit the police won't ticket them. Speeding has gotten out of 
control. Time to bring it back to safer speeds for everyone. 

153. I think speed limits changing on the same street makes drivers not realize that the 
speed limit is different past a certain point. I see this all the time on SR-51 in the 55 
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mph areas. If the speed limit were lower throughout the entire street, that would be 
safer and result in less speeding in the areas that are already lower. 

154. I selected yes, because I agree we need to reduce the speed. But to make a city street 
safe it should be reduced to AT LEAST 35moh.  

155. It would help conform to the current speeds  
156. Same   Idea. 
157. Families that live in the apartment complexes on the west of priest just north of the 60 

exit have long distances to crosswalk and face extremely fast traffic when trying to 
cross over priest.  

158. safety is paramount 
159. People  drive to  fast 
160. I am for safer streets. 
161. I would rather see Tempe police actually enforce the current speed limit than lower it!!! 

You can lower it to 25mph if you wanted but it won't slow people down unless it's 
enforced!   Also, any road with a bike plan should automatically have a lower speed 
limit to keep cyclists safe.  Have you ever had a car go past you 3 feet away going 
45mph?  It's scary as hell!  

162. Consistency is good 
163. I support speed limit reductions in all areas of the city. It is the right thing for the city to 

do and everyone needs to slow down and pay attention.  
164. I'm pretty sure that, no matter what the speed limit is, some drivers in the area will 

drive about 10 mph or more over it, so maybe, if it's a little lower, they'll only drive 
about 50 mph instead of 55 mph or 60 mph, like they usually do. That way, they'll at 
least be closer to the real target while still feeling "clever" that they're somehow 
cheating the system. Of course, no limits get much respect unless they're enforced. If 
police don't take it seriously, they won't take it seriously. 

165. Lower speed limits improve public health and safety! 
166. why 25 MPH at the Southern end 
167. I live in this area and we need a better sense of safety coming from drivers. A better 

pedestrian culture.  
168. For safety of everyone. 
169. one constant speed limit for the entire road except for area south of Baseline 
170. I do drive this section of roadway frequently. The speed limit should be consistent 

along the proposed stretch. 
171. Getting somewhere safely is more important than getting there fast. 
172. Don't want to see any arterials more than 40mph 
173. It makes the most sense. 
 
Not sure responses:  
 
1. There is a ton of data that says changing speed limits don't change driving behavior.  

Two things change speeds, traffic, and street design.  Quit worrying about the speed 
limits and designs streets that make people feel like they should go slower. 

2. I consider Priest Rd to be a commercial thoroughfare, kind of like Price Rd. But since it 
does abut a 25 mph zone perhaps it is wise in that section.  

3. Don't drive there 
4. I do not travel this area. You are going to confuse drivers with so many different speed 

limits. 
5. Don't drive this street often 
6. I am not sure as I do not believe both the public meeting or council presentation 

provide me with enough information to determine if these proposed speed limit 
changes are reasonable and meaningful.  I define these two terms as follows: 
"Reasonable means they fit the road classification and that the roadway physically 
supports the posted speed limit (PSL). "Meaningful means they are based on a 
quantitative process that reviews speed and crash data using Federal Highway 
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Administration's (FHWA) USLIMITS2 tool, which defines the national standard of care 
for speed limit setting. If Tempe is using USLIMITS2, that should be disclosed in public 
and council presentations. If not, the city should explain why, given its role in 
promoting consistency and safety. The process should clearly show whether the 
proposed speed limit is above, below, or at the USLIMITS2 recommendation, 
calibrated with local crash and speed data. Research (see NCHRP Report 504: Design 
Speed, Operating Speed, and Posted Speed Limit Practices) indicates that the PSL is 
the only independent variable that influences driver speed behavior, provided there is 
a reasonable level of enforcement. Typically, 85% of drivers travel at PSL + 5 to 10 
mph, which falls under the usual enforcement threshold of 11"“15 mph over the limit. 
Pace speed is also important on long arterials without frequent interruptions 
(signals).Why this matters: "Reducing mean speed and speed differential improves 
safety and enables FHWA Crash Modification Factors (CMFs) related to speed to help 
quantify potential crash reduction benefits."The Safe System Approach (Safer People, 
Safer Roads & Safer Speeds) should be used to communicate this point: managing 
speed is essential to reducing kinetic energy and crash severity. To reinforce 
reasonable speed behavior, Tempe should adopt a systematic and scheduled speed 
enforcement program that rotates through all city streets. This could include: "Set 
enforcement stations on key arterials with a static speed limit sign, followed by a 
dynamic speed feedback sign, and then a visible police civil traffic enforcement station 
that allows the officer and the offender to pull off the arterial at a safer location.“The 
University of Arizona Center for Applied Transportation Science (CATS) study for Pima 
County DOT found these setups highly effective in reducing speed-related crashes. 
Tempe should replicate this approach and conduct before-and-after studies as part of 
its Vision Zero strategy. Physical design changes should complement enforcement: 
"Traffic signals and Roundabouts to manage conflict points and reduce severe crash 
risk. "Raised speed table crosswalks on minor arterials, collectors and at roundabouts. 
"Access control medians on roads like Scottsdale Road in north Tempe, allowing left 
turns only at signals and select mid-block locations, plus improved lighting and mid-
block HAWKs. “Raised mid-block speed tables on College Avenue and similar Tempe 
streets to reinforce proposed speed limits, especially near curves with crash history. 
1.Consider narrowing lanes to 11 feet to encourage lower operating speeds. 2. Curb 
extension (bulb-outs) like what is being done on Mill Avenue in downtown. 3.Raised 
intersections to slow speeds in the intersections to help mitigate conflict points and 
reduce severe crash risk. Finally, I do not support zero-tolerance enforcement or 
safety zones based on crash frequency or history. These approaches waste 
resources, send the wrong message, and do not align with best practices. 
Enforcement should aim for reasonable speed and yielding behaviors that reduces 
crash risk, applied equitably across all roads and intersections. Cherry-picking roads or 
intersections based on crash history along for special enforcement often masks 
underlying design issues and unfairly shifts blame to drivers instead of addressing root 
causes that crash risk applies to all roads and intersections. 

7. do not travel along this road 
8. Seems there is little to no enforcement of the existing speed limits.  Not sure what the 

point is to reduce if the current one is not enforced. 
9. What the problem? 
10. See above 
11. I do not travel very often on that road, so am not sure how to respond. 
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5. Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for Guadalupe Road??  
 

 
Total responses: 645 
 

6. Why did you select your answer in the previous question? 
 
No responses:  
1. It is fine the way it is.  
2. Speed limits are not the problem. Distracted driving is. Please enforce the distracted 

driving laws. 
3. It's a comfortable speed and I pay attention to all traffic/pedestrians near me. 
4. Because no one enforces the speed limit. You get slow people and fast people and 

then you get accidents. If you cannot enforce it then stop asking to change.  
5. Prefer to have existing limits enforced  
6. Again, this will increase congestion on a major arterial. 
7. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
8. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 45 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
9. The speed limit is sufficient as it is. This is clearly a cash grab by the city after 

implementation speed cameras and not really about public safety and greater police 
patrols rather than this.  

10. 45 is fine 
11. Traffic will only get worse than it already is with all the newly-added cameras! 
12. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  There are not pedestrians in the area.  

Traffic is bad enough. 
13. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, 

and now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by 
further slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy 
work for themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  

14. No data presented showing an unusual increase in accidents related to speed 
15. Slower speed limits will only cause more frustration and unsafe lane changes.  
16. I feel that the Police need to enforce the existing speed limits as they are today by 

writing tickets to the violators,  It doesn't matter what you change the speed limit to, if 
there is no enforcement, people will continue to speed. Once driver's begin to see the 
Police pulling speeders over for speeding, other drivers will begin to be more aware of 
their speed in that area,  People will begin to talk about these areas with heavy police 
presence for speeding and they will begin to change their driving habits.   "Why reduce 

5%

42%

53%

Not sure (30)

Yes (276)

No (339)
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the speed limits which aren't being enforced now to a slower speed limit which won't 
be enforced?  And if you begin to enforce it once you change the limit to a slower 
speed, shame on you!  The same could have been accomplished by enforcing the 
original speed limit.  By reducing the speed limit, this would be punishing everyone for 
what the few are doing." 

17. I don't support lowering the speed limits. I do support being more consistent across 
Tempe. Inconsistent speed limits mean people don't know how fast they should drive 
and this contributes to other people getting impatient and doing things that then cause 
accidents. 

18. Leave Speed Limits as they are.  
19. I believe the speed limits are fine as is and believe this new proposals are just a way to 

have the police write more speeding tickets as Tempe police is already money hungry. 
20. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 

have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

21. This is a large street that is used a lot. It makes no sense to lower the speed limit 
22. There has been no significant or noticeable change to pedestrian/bicycle traffic to 

require reducing the speed limit in these areas 
23. Though more residential in nature, this area is firmly car dependent and thus, I do not 

believe it would benefit from these proposed changes  
24. No need for the reduction.  
25. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 

seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 
26. The area has a designated school zone speed limit, which will already handle the 

majority of pedestrian traffic in the area 
27. I do not support any speed reduction in the city of Tempe. This will not help the 

residence and only impede traffic. 
28. Our streets are already congested. Lowering the speed limit will only make this worse. 

Enforce the existing speed limits instead  
29. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates 

this issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 
30. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 

reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

31. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

32. I selected no because cars stop better and have more automated safety tech than ever 
and road conditions have not substantially changed. If anything speed limits should be 
increasing, not decreasing.  

33. I'm concerned this will lead to increase in traffic without additional safety benefit. Also 
the road design does safely supports 45  

34. Radar 
35. You already have speed and red light cameras that the public did not want.... This is 

just an effort to increase the tickets issued by those cameras.  Driving any where in 
Tempe, is becoming crowded and exhausting!  If there are too many people using this 
road, stop issuing building permits that increase the density. 

36. I oppose the speed limit change on Guadalupe for three reasons. First, the 
consideration claimed in the council presentation is false.  It does not improve 
consistency across the corridor, it reduces it. This change will create confusion with 
surrounding roads, leading to frequent accidental speeding. This section of Guadalupe 
crosses three major Tempe roads: Kyrene, Rural, and McClintock.  It also runs parallel 
between two major Tempe roads: Elliot and Baseline.  All five of these surrounding 
roads have prevailing speed limits of 45 mph.  Reducing only Guadalupe creates an 
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anomaly in the middle that drivers will frequently fail to notice.  They will turn onto 
Guadalupe, naturally stay at 45 MPH, and accidentally break the limit. Second, the 
school zone between Lakeshore and Rural already creates an occasional different 
speed limit of 35 MPH, which the new proposal also does not match. Expecting drivers 
to notice both of these speed limit differences in the neighborhood creates additional 
confusion and may actually cause more speeding in the school zone. Third, compared 
with the five surrounding major roads mentioned above, Guadalupe has the least 
traffic due to having the fewest businesses.  The only sensitive area is the school, 
which already has a school zone speed.  The proposed change will do nothing to 
increase safety in this corridor. 

37. there are signal signals on the road, nothing wring with it  
38. tempe pols have screwed this up enough. 
39. Moving it dow 5mph will not change what is needed here  
40. Same as above 
41. Lowering the speed limit by 5 mph won't prevent people from speeding. Speed trap 

cameras, traffic circles, chicanes, chokers, or other alternatives that force cars to slow 
down would be more effective. 

42. because we need to move traffic through, not slow it down. 
43. I don't understand the need for the change.  
44. Speed is already at a low speed due to the schools and the town of Guadalupe. They 

hasn't made an impact. I think doing a study on other possible solutions would be 
better to look at better solutions. There is no business case here. It makes no sense 
how we got here.  

45. No matter what the speed limit is, there's always going to be speeders and crazy 
drivers.  Crack down on those. 

46. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 
proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone “just wants it that way.” This 
is not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
- Staff is “right sizing” the speeds to match what is happening in the area. 
- Roadway functions can change over time. 
- Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

47. The speed limit for similar conditions is still 45 in Mesa. Now that you have a speed 
camera at McClictock and a temporary device near Lakeshore, how many speeds 
have there been over 55? This stretch has limited private driveways, and the 
intersecting residential streets are far apart.The only crashes I see are near traffic 
ciocntrolled sites which has nothing to do with speed.  

48. I live off this road in this stretch. I am pro-increasing the safety of our roads. 
That said, this stretch of road sees minimal pedestrian use. It is largely residential 
neighborhoods, tucked away from Guadalupe, just like along Elliot. No residential 
driveways feed directly onto this road. The exception, Marcos De Niza high school, 
already has a school speed limit of 35 mph during school times, nullifying the effect of 
the 40mph for that purpose. There is a large amount of evidence that suggests that 
lowering the speed limit is the least effective way to control peoples' speed. People will 
go the speed they feel is safe. This road is wide open with little going on around the 
road (pedestrians, bikers, etc). Lowering the speed limit would not serve well to control 
drivers speed along this corridor. It feels like this is a cash grab to catch people going 
the speed they already have been going (the speed they feel safe). What evidence is 
there that 5 mph of difference in speed is the difference between this stretch of road 
being safe vs unsafe? If this road truly a threat to public safety due to 5 mph, I would 
much prefer to see protected bike lanes implemented to create a separation for bikers 
and pedestrians from the road, while also narrowing the visualization of the open road, 
which would in turn cause drivers to naturally want to drive slower. This is an example 
of a traffic calming measure. This also does nothing to help maintain the continuity of 
speeds as this road continuing east into Mesa, is 45 mph there. The slower part to the 
west has actual traffic calming measures in place which help support the lower speed 
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limit. This would be a real measure to help protect the citizens utilizing this stretch of 
road using all forms of transportation. As the proposal stands, it feels at best as a self-
pat on the back that the city is trying to help and, at worst, a cash grab to prey on 
drivers. 

49. Most of this is already school zone and photo enforced.  Why are we changing it?  
What is the benefit? 

50. It seems fine the way it is. 
51. This is a major artery with minimal housing facing the street. There is an ample cycling 

lane and wide sidewalks so there is already sufficient protection for pedestrians and 
cyclists. There is also the school zone. Other major arteries in Tempe and Mesa have 
45 mph limits so consistency and traffic movement are key factors. Slower traffic will 
lead to more cars on the road at a given time and, therefore, more congestion. I am 
unaware of major safety concerns along this road or a history of accidents that would 
warrant a change.  

52. There is already a slow down area by the high school and people are not racing down 
Guadalupe now. Traffic flow is good now.  Slowing it down contributes to drivers 
impatience and swerving from lane to lane to get ahead, which causes a danger to all 
drivers. 

53. Is a 5 mph reduction going to do anything? It seems more like the accidents are 
caused by people not paying attention and/or already exceeding the 45 mph speed 
limit.  

54. 45 is a normal speed, 40 is a trap designed to increase ticket revenue 
55. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 

busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

56. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in 
the posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting 
to take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break 
the speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I 
believe that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be 
a good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over 
Tempe is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this 
survey.   

57. Guadalupe traffic is minimal. I don't understand the need to reduce the speed limit.  
58. It's not necessary. 
59. People already drive ridiculously and inefficiently slow. I regularly encounter people 

driving in high twenties and low thirties, in all lanes, at all times of the day. This causes 
drivers to change lanes more frequently, sometimes with inadequate notice, and keeps 
more cars on the road for longer periods. Roads are lines, folks. It is our obligation to 
use them efficiently and allow others to move as quickly as is reasonably prudent 
given the circumstances and conditions present. You don't stop and read a magazine 
in the grocery line. How is it OK to meander aimlessly and recreationally down the 
street while 20 cars are backed up behind you trying to get somewhere? It's not a park, 
it's a road. I am opposed to anything that encourages this rude and inefficient 
behavior. Furthermore, 45 mph is not an unreasonable speed for this area. Anyone 
who is capable of driving is able to safely maneuver and stop their vehicle in plenty of 
time to avoid obstacles at this speed. Please don't make it worse.  
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00:40:01Patricia Orlowitz:speed limit changes all seem reasonable. I live near Miller, and 
neighbors have told me they have heard drag racing on Miller at night - the lower speed plus 
the speed bumps etc are good idea 
00:40:11Tracie Crater: I've noticed with the changes on Southern to a speed of 40 there is 
more congestion and the lights do not meet the speed. Will lights be adjusted to meet the 
change in speed limit? The changes also have not stopped people from speeding. 
Enforcement should be the priority. 
00:42:40John John: I agree with the comments from Inshan. 
00:43:13Ty Wears:Thanks for having this zoom meeting! 
00:44:41Marcus Johnston:FYI - avoid using industry terms like "multimodal." When you use 
them, it feels like you're trying to sneak something past me. :) 
00:45:27Tony Cabrera:Full support for the reduction on McKellips Road to assist with safety 
concerns.  Are there any newer technologies/innovation/enforcement methods to assist 
drivers in recognizing the speed limit change? ...especially once "Traffic Control Change" 
signing is phased out? 
00:45:51Mary Farmer:As several of these changes make sense to adjust speed limits to 
other portions of the same roadway with a different speed limit, are there other roads that 
have multiple speed limits that don't coincide with road use through the city? 
00:47:32Tony Cabrera:Full support of R/A at McKellips/College - safer by far 

00:50:58Jeff Caslake:Reacted to "Full support of R/A ..." with    

00:55:54Ty Wears:I saw the proposal. Thanks. 

00:56:18Shelly Seyler: McKellips Rd project site 

 

V. Emails 

1. Nov. 27, 2025 

Seems recently speed traps are reappearing. Your proposal has lots of big words and 
political sounding speech but not showing much benefit. I am strongly against slowing 
down the movement of cars through the city. Especially if followed up with speed traps. If 
you need more money then cut unnecessary expenses first. 
 

2. Dec. 3, 2025 

As people who ride bikes all around Tempe, we are supportive of the proposed speed 
limit changes. In addition the reasons that staff laid out in their presentation, we support 
lower speed limits because according the the NHTSA, lowering speed limits can reduce 
crashes in urban areas. This is a relatively low cost and quick intervention to make our 
streets safer for everyone, for those inside and outside of cars. Lower speed limits can 
help us achieve our Vision Zero goal. 
 

3. Dec. 5, 2025 

Can one of you send me copies of the engineering studies that support the proposed 
speed limit reductions.  The public material was long on useless boilerplate and notably 
lacking on any supporting data. 
 

4. Dec. 5, 2025 

How can we get Baseline Road and 48th Street (NB is Tempe) considered for a lower 
speed limit? I drive Baseline daily and have for 20-plus years. No matter how many 
times I request, there is zero enforcement by PD. I can count two motor cops in last few 
years. I have been passed by cars going 50, 55 and even 60.  And 48th Street is a 
continuation of the freeway. Considering there are residences that line 48th Street in 
addition to dense population along it, shocked the 45 mph speed limit hasn't already 
been lowered. Numerous people have died on that road due to speeding too. What is 
the process for these two roads to be "thrown into the ring? 
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Section 7 Guadalupe Rd - Kyrene to E CL:  Traffic is going 45 mph with no issues at 
the current  45 mph speed limit.  Sidewalks have plenty of buffer space.  There is no 
reason to lower the speed limit on this section.  Proposed change is not warranted and 
not needed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the summary comments above there is a video recording of each section 
which you can view showing how well traffic flows at the current speed limits, the 
environment around the street, and the general character of the area the streets go thru.  
The video provides a much better view of these streets and how they operate than a few 
sentences and still photos can provide. 
  
It is available at Tempe Arizona proposal to lower speed limits. The video shows 
sections which should not be lowered. If you watch it at 1.5x speed it will take about 11 
minutes. Again, I would encourage you to set aside the generalized non-specific and 
inapplicable statements that are presented by staff as support for lower speed limits and 
stick with proper engineering and leave the limits as they are.  
 
*Note this resident did provide a video which was reviewed by Mayor, Council and staff, 
but was not linked to this report.  
 

VI. Phone Calls 

 

1. Dec. 8, 2025 

Caller called in to say that they opposed the speed limit reduction and had concerns about 
cameras and funding to Verra Mobility. 
 

 

 

 

 



Tempe Responses to Proposed Speed Limit Changes FY25/26 
     
Methodology: Data was pulled for respondents that stated they lived in Tempe, a zip code in 
Tempe, an area in Tempe i.e. “Shalimar area ”or provided an address. Please note that the total 
number of Tempe data points will not add up to the address map in the main report because 
that map includes just addresses in Tempe not areas or zip codes.  
 
                   
1. Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for Broadway Road? 

 
     Total responses: 280  

 
2. Why did you select your answer in the previous question? 
 

Yes responses:  
1. It would be consistent across Broadway 
2. There is no justifiable reason to drive at excessive speed on roadways where 

pedestrians, cyclists, and turning vehicles are present. Slower is safer 
3. Consistent 40 MPH speed across this area means people are ready for speed 

cameras and an established culture of multi-modal transport around Downtown Tempe 
4. I drive it often and the traffic gets kind of crazy. 
5. consistency the length of Broadway and safer travel 
6. Should be lower speed limit. However, the COT needs to actually inforce speed limits 

otherwise its useless.  
7. I support the seed limit change. Speeding has become a major factor impacting traffic 

safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians.  
8. People drive way over speed limit 
9. Cars drive way too fast through here. Lowering the speed limit is a good first step, but 

all of Broadway should be re-designed to include center medians, no more than two 
car lanes in each direction, and wider sidewalks throughout the corridor. Dedicated 
bus lanes should also be evaluated. The redesign between Mill and Rural was a good 
start, it is time to implement this safer design across the whole corridor. Biking and 
walking on Broadway currently does not feel safe. 

10. I support slowing down traffic to protect pedestrians. 
11. The speed on Broadway regularly exceeds 45 mph.with very little speed limit 

enforcement.  
12. The proposed speed limit change eliminates confusion that now exists due to differing 

speed limits along this corridor.  
13. Speed kills. 
14. I believe that reducing the speed limit on this road will make it safer, and (modestly) 

reduce air pollution. It will also make the speed limit more consistent for Broadway Rd 

2%

42%

56%

Not sure (7)

No (117)

Yes (156)
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within Tempe. I believe that it is confusing for drivers to have the limit be 40 mph in 
some places, and 45 mph in others.  

15. Traffic can flow, letting people get to their destination in the same amount of time, with 
infrastructure changes. We do not need small roads like Broadway to be 7 lanes wide, 
wider than highways across most of Europe. Reducing speed limits increases safety 
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. It will also make it safer to enter or exit the 
road. Reducing traffic signal intervals so that you can cross an intersection with less 
frustration, and reducing the amber light duration will help with creating a need to 
actually stop before red. I see a minimum of 1-3 cars go through red at every crossing, 
and if you count amber, you can often see as many as 5-10. And, no danger of 
consequences. In Europe most urban speed limits were dropped from 30mph to 
20mph over the past 5 years, simply because the statistics showed that (with a small 
European car designed for impact with pedestrians) at 30mph a child had a 60% 
chance of being killed, whereas 20mph gave them a 60% chance of survival. So 
reducing speeds from 45 to 40 is a step in the right direction, but far from making 
anything safe in any way. 

16. I support all reduction in speed limits. A reduction in speed limit closer to 30 would 
make more sense to the streets that abut neighborhoods. Our streets need to be safe 
for all users, which includes pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, and cars. Data shows 
that reduced speed does not impact congestion, as traffic lights are timed 
appropriately and folks who need to travel at higher speeds then travel on our 
highways, which in Tempe are accessible and plentiful. While reduction in speed is a 
great first step, additional changes should include infrastructure changes to make the 
streets more difficult to speed along including bump outs, medians, barriered bike 
lanes and bus-only lanes.  

17. Better to have a uniform speed than up, down, up. The west end is fine at 45 since 
there isn't really anything there and serves more as a freeway connection but fine with 
east end dropping to 40.  

18. I agree the speed limit should be reconsidered as noted.  Dropping to 40 for the entire 
stretch makes sense from a safety perspective.  

19. Police enforcement required,not flags blowing in the wind 
20. Makes this section consistent with adjacent speed limits. 
21. Consistenty 
22. The 45 mph section currently passes Tempe High School and residences on the south 

side of the street, so that really needs to change. I really think that it should be reduced 
to 35 mph and if possible to 25 mph, not just during school hours since there are 
people living along that section of road. Drivers are currently NOT obeying the speed 
limit as evidenced by the presence of a traffic camera frequently placed south side of 
the road, west of the railroad tracks. 

23. Traffic noise to neighboring homes 
24. Even though I have lived here less than 6 months, I believe having a decrease in 

speed limits is worthwhile.I believe a good amount of drivers would be willing to drive 
at least 5 mph less than how it is now. From what I've seen around here many drive 
around the speed limit, unless they're passing or being reckless. I think lowering the 
speed limit would help reduce accidents and the likelihood of them. These reasons 
may not sound like strong evidence to lower speed limits, but to me I believe they 
make sense and support lowering the speed limit in the proposed areas here in 
Tempe. 

25. I agree to lower the speed limits in Tempe because I see too many drivers driving way 
over the speed limit. I've also seen too many drivers going through RED lights.  

26. It's safer and that's the priority. 
27. To make the speed limits consistent, which makes it easier for drivers to remember. 

Also, speed kills so anywhere that we can have slower vehicle traffic means a safer 
environment for everyone. 
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28. Slower speeds are safer. Broadway is a narrow road and it would be safer with a lower 
speed limit.  

29. I live on Broadway and traffic is too fast. We also need more crosswalks and traffic 
calming redesigns. 

30. Many drivers speed, making stretches of Broadway have unsafe conditions with cars 
often going 55 mph.  This creates a sense of aggression, especially as traffic starts to 
increase toward busy times.  Anything to calm the driving styles on Broadway would 
be very beneficial.   I would support 35 mph across all of Broadway. 

31. 40 MPH is a reasonable speed given mixed residential/commercial artery. 
32. Speed in invariably a major cause of accidents, however, I think it will take physical 

improvements beyond posting a new speed limit sign that will slow people down. 
33. I live near broadway road and speed needs to be lowered.  
34. Speeding and pedestrian crossings 
35. Slower speeds = safer and quieter streets for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
36. Slower speeds are safer for all street users. 
37. This road has been a mess for a long time.  Different speed limits  half way thru two 

major intersections.  Personally I believe the speed limit should be the same in all 
directions of an intersection and speed limits should be consistent between two major 
arterial streets. 

38. Like the idea, however suggest warning tickets for a year. 
39. With the new curved bridge and on ramp to WB I-10 changing traffic flow it would help 

if vehicles moved a bit slower  
40. I support Vision Zero to eliminate roadway deaths and traffic calming measures are 

critical to the viability of safe communities.  
41. There's more vehicle traffic in both parts and in the eastern portion more pedestrian 

traffic 
42. The street length of Broadway is 5 miles, my preference is that it be a consistent 

speed throughout the entire city, not split as it is now. However, as a heavily travelled 
road, during peak traffic, the Level of Service is very slow, so speed is self regulated 
by the amount of traffic.  During non-peak periods however, the areas that are 
predominantly industrial and commercial may not need slower speed on a street 
originally designed as a 45 mph arterial. We have added sidewalks and bike lane 
enhancements between Mill and Rural, where the predominant bike/ped traffic is, so 
lower speed in this area makes sense.  Overall, it's probably fine, if residents and 
business owners along this corridor want it, then consistency is better than changing 
speeds every few miles.  

43. I feel people drive too fast now, reducing the speed will discourage 50mph+ and 
hopefully reduce the number of traffic incidents. 

44. Although many drivers will continue to exceed the speed limit, the reduction may help 
in the long run. Increased traffic means reduced speed. Use this comment for your 
following questions. 

45. People are driving too fast everywhere!  
46. 45 means 54 to most and that's too fast 
47. 40 is plenty fast enough and will not impede the flow of traffic.  45 means some drivers 

are doing 55, which is dangerous with all the entry and exit points.  
48. Safety 
49. as a frequent pedestrian and cyclist, the roads have gotten quite a bit more dangerous 

over the years. I have noticed more speeding and distracted driving; specifically on 
broadway, I have seen a man driving with his knees while smoking some type of drug 
from a tin foil! I think the lower speed limits will keep our roads safer. 

50. Drivers go well beyond speed limit now. 
51. Slower speed limits make for safer streets 
52. I think it'd be safer for the pedestrians and cyclists. 
53. Lower speeds are safer, as we continue to develop our city we should continue to 

design in ways that benefit pedestrians. 
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54. Increased safety for all road users and speed limit consistency. 
55. I think the only real ways to reduce speed limits that are respected is to redesign the 

road itself.  When the road is straight and wide open, no obstructions people feel 
internally safer driving faster and often don't realize that.  A simple way to help is 
reducing the number of lanes to 2, and the outermost lanes could be converted to 
dedicated bus/bikelanes separate from traffic lanes where private vehicles can't drive.  
Also needs to include good median design for good line of sight as well as strategic 
landscaping/street trees to not only provide needed shade, sense of enclosure by the 
trees can subconsciously slow drivers as well as reducing temperatures/improving air 
quality, reducing some noise pollution to nearby properties.  Signs don't do a good job 
at reducing speeds, the design and layout of the road itself is a huge deal.  

56. This area should be safe for multiple modes of transportation -- those using alternative 
forms of transportation as well as vehicles. This area has lots of businesses, and 
turning in/out of them will be more safe if oncoming traffic is moving more slowly. 
Lowering the speed limit makes it safer for everyone.  

57. Improved safety 
58. I think the whole city should be 40 mph or less. 
59. I drive the speed limit or less now and I'm tail gated and honked at by drivers in cars 

and motorcycles speeding by going well over the posted speed limit.  
60. Primary reason is increased safety. A lower speed limit generally leads to a significant 

reduction in the severity of crashes, especially for pedestrians and cyclists. The 
difference in impact force and stopping distance between 45 mph and 40 mph is 
substantial, giving drivers more time to react and reducing the chance of fatal injury in 
a collision. Additionally, this is a denser area that should have its speeds reduced even 
further. Lastly, a 5 MPH reduction will result in a neglible reduction in transit time since 
congestion and signals primarily dictate transit times. 

61. It will be safer 
62. Drive on Broadway every day. 40 feels much more safe 
63. Tired of speeding on city streets 
64. Cars already exceed speed limits. The change will at least dial back speeding a bit. 
65. I believe that lower speed limits will ensure better safety for vehicles and pedestrians.  
66. I frequent Broadway Rd a lot, and notice a lot of drivers speeding way above 45 mph. I 

live on Broadway Rd and need to make a left turn onto the street, and find it more 
difficult when drivers are driving at 45mph or more. I see a lot of jaywalking as well in 
those areas, ad well as bikers in the bike lanes. I feel reducing the speed by 5mph will 
make it feel safer for all those who travel on Broadway Rd. 

67. Lowering the speed limit makes the road safer for everyone and greatly reduces the 
probability of fatal crashes.  

68. There are schools around the area  
69. Thank goodness. I've been avoiding this street for years because of the crazies. 
70. Although I don't think that it will do anything to actually curb the speeding problem we 

have, I am hopeful that those who are interested in public safety will follow it. I do see 
the potential danger in those who will speed regardless to go just as fast while 
everyone else slows down, but alongside that concern I would hope that would mean 
that law enforcement would have more of a vested interest in stopping them. As it 
stands, there seems to have been very little (where I have noticed) effort to stop the 
speed racing that goes on at night. I've personally witnessed the deadly after effects of 
that along with the deadly consequences of people's poor driving habits in general. At 
least once a month I am almost hit or I see an accident unfold in front of me. More 
effort should be placed overall to protect drivers and pedestrians/cyclists from these 
people. 

71. People drive too fast and too recklessly, so anything that contributes to safety on our 
streets is good. I live just off Broadway Rd where the speed reduction is proposed, and 
know first hand how drivers proceed on that road. Yes, lower the speed limits!!! 

72. We should decrease speeds anywhere bikes, walkers, dogs, kids commute! 
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73. I bike and lower speed limits are always a good thing.  
74. Speeding is a problem in Tempe and lower speed limits hopefully will help. 
75. To make the speed consistent! 
76. 45 is too fast to be safe 
77. Broadway is very congested at times, and if the lights would be re-programmed to 

allow smooth East-West flow it would move traffic through town quicker. 
78. There are many student pedestrians and cyclists, both Tempe High School and ASU 

students that heavily utilize this area.  Lower speed limits would make it safer.   
79. Reducing speed limits will make pedestrians and cyclists safer.  
80. Very busy road. 
81. too many accidents and speeders 
82. Lots of heavier traffic  
83. It is time for Tempe to prioritize safety over excessive speeds. 
84. I live near this roadway and bike and walk here frequently. The area has several 

schools and many ASU students using active transportation. Slower car speeds would 
make everyone safer.  

85. to reduce the severity of injuries when a crash occurs 
86. Pe0ple drive too fast. Pedestrians get hurt. 
87. On Broadway Road, the traffic is often quite heavy; drivers may not be very watchful.  

45 mph is simply too fast for safety. 40 mph is much better. 
88. It's a smaller road with housing right next to it in some areas 
89. Higher pedestrian, bicycle, and scooter traffic along this stretch.  Slower traffic will 

reduce vehicle speeds and make it safer for non vehicle travelers.  
90. Broadway has frequent driveways, bus stops, and turning movements that create 

constant conflict points. A 40 mph limit better matches how the street actually functions 
and reduces the severity of crashes on a corridor used daily by people walking, biking, 
and taking transit. 

91. Consistency would be great. Would also like to see the same sort of bike lanes and 
other improvements made between Mill and Rural AT THE SAME TIME as you lower 
the speed limit. Don't do one without the other. No one will drive 40 mph on the 
portions that are 3 lanes in each direction. Don't believe me? Hang out on Rural and 
Alameda for a few hours with a radar gun. 

92. Because speeds are currently too fast and people drive unsafeley in the area.  
93. We are a family that rides our bikes and with the speed limit being 45 most drivers are 

actually going 55+ and distracted. I would even propose it dropping down to 35mph  
94. People drive way too fast here. If you want to help promote safer streets for walking & 

biking, we need to lower the speed limits.  
95. We need safer speed limits because so many community members ride bikes and use 

these streets  
96. I believe lower speed limits will create a safer environment for bikers and pedestrians. 
97. I am a cyclist, as is my family, including 2 kids. Speeding vehicles put us at 

tremendous risk. I think decreasing speed limits might be a great way to improve street 
safety for everyone, especially vulnerable populations. 

98. streets in Tempe SHOULD be lower speed limits than they are, and ALL of Broadway 
and other streets be restructured as boulevards with real, protected bike lanes and 
wider sidewalks 

99. people drive too fast in tempe 
100. Speed is the reason for so many accidents. 
101. Speed kills. The higher the speed, the more injuries and death you will have. 

Presumably, lower speed limits will reduce traffic-related injury and death. But the 
bigger issue is that Tempe barely enforces the existing speed limit, due to lack of 
police and technological enforcement resources, or sheer lack of political  will on the 
part of city officials. Frankly, I would be happy if the city enforced our existing speed 
limits.  

102. People drive to fast. 
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103. I agree with the City that speeds on many of our materials are too high. As especially 
the north part of the city has added a lot of new housing and also commercial and 
office uses, the complexity of street use is too much for high speed limits. 

104. Yes, I would like the area along the Tempe Maker District (between Priest Dr & Mill 
Ave) to be more pedestrian friendly and have bicycle lanes.  

105. This area seems tighter and I feel this is a good speed change 
106. I think speed limits changing on the same street makes drivers not realize that the 

speed limit is different past a certain point. I see this all the time on SR-51 in the 55 
mph areas. If the speed limit were lower throughout the entire street, that would be 
safer and result in less speeding in the areas that are already lower. 

107. Currently, a lot of drivers driving through Broadway adjust their speed to the 45mph 
sections and won't slow down when they enter the 40mph corridor. 

108. The city is changing. Frankly, if we want to become a world class city that takes Vision 
Zero seriously, we need to slow down cars. My only concern is that the speed limit 
should actually be going down to 35 mph.  

109. I use this road frequently to commute  
110. Drivers are aggressively fast.  
111. Waking along broadway road makes you feel like you're in a Mad Max movie.  
112. safety is paramount 
113. I support reducing the speed limits but enforcement is the key. 
114. I support speed limit reductions in all areas of the city. It is the right thing for the city to 

do and everyone needs to slow down and pay attention.  
115. I've seen people driving way over the speed limit all over the city. It used to be that 

people said that police wouldn't ticket people as long as they were going within about 5 
mph of the speed limit, but now, I've heard people saying that police won't ticket them 
for going more than 10 mph of the speed limit. It's sort of like increasing the "2 second 
rule" or "5 second rule" for eating food off the floor to the "10 second rule." None of 
these are actually real rules, but they make people feel like things they've already 
decided to do are okay. Seeing the limit numbers go backward instead of forward to 
accommodate their increasing of their mental limits may influence some drivers to be a 
little more considerate and see that pushing the limits get some push-back. 

116. Lower speed limits improve public health and safety! 
117. consistency would be good throughout the corridor. Enforcement will be an issue 
118. I live in this area and we need a better sense of safety coming from drivers. A better 

pedestrian culture.  
119. I'd hope if traffic was going slower, cars would be able to stop more readily for cyclists 

and pedestrians.  
120. one constant speed limit for the entire road 
 
No responses:  
1. I think it is fine the way it is.  
2. It's a comfortable speed and I pay attention to all traffic/pedestrians near me. 
3. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
4. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 45 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
5. Let's not be like Scottsdale and lower the speed limit everywhere. People need to get 

to work. 
6. 45 is fine 
7. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  There are not pedestrians in the area.  

Traffic is bad enough. 
8. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, 

and now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by 
further slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy 
work for themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  
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9. I feel that if the Police need to enforce the speeding by writing tickets,  Until driver's 
see these actions happening, they will continue to speed.  It doesn't matter what you 
change the speed limit to, if there is no enforcement being by writing tickets to the 
violators.  I am referring to having a police presence in the area. 

10. I would agree with reducing it from Terrace to Los Feliz as that has a great deal of 
commercial activity and high-density traffic for a major portion of the day. I would not 
agree with lowering the speed from Los Feliz east to the city line as there is only high-
density traffic during rush hour periods. The traffic density and road conditions would 
support 45 mph the rest of the time.  

11. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 
have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

12. Tempe is slowly lowering speed limits by 5 mph. I would expect that they will lower it 
again next year. People do not trust Tempe to not keep lowering speed limits. 

13. Its low enough...  the real issue is poor drivers that drive too slow 
14. There has been no significant or noticeable change to pedestrian/bicycle traffic to 

require reducing the speed limit in these areas 
15. Changing the speed limit in that area may reduce mobility while not having a large 

impact on how pedestrian friendly the area is- especially with the significant car traffic 
that passes through that part of Broadway and lack of housing density. Should more 
multifamily housing and walkable amenities be built in that area, I would support re-
evaluating this change  

16. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 
seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 

17. Passage onto the freeways remains a very trafficked area, and decreasing speed 
limits will exacerbate the congestion during rush hours 

18. I do not support lowering any roads speed limit in Tempe at all. Leave the roads as 
they are. And while we're at it, take down the stupid speed cameras. We didn't vote for 
them and we didn't vote for this either. 

19. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates 
this issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 

20. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 
reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

21. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

22. This area isn't as impacted by the proposed needs discussed for justifying the change. 
It's not pedestrian or bike centric.  

23. You already have speed and red light cameras that the public did not want.... This is 
just an effort to increase the tickets issued by those cameras.  Driving any where in 
Tempe, is becoming crowded and exhausting! 

24. I don't understand the need for the change.  
25. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 

proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone “just wants it that way.”This is 
not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
- Staff is “right sizing”the speeds to match what is happening in the area. 
- Roadway functions can change over time. 
- Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

26. The lanes offer enough capacity to keep the speed limit as is 
27. It seems fine the way it is. 
28. Traffic flow is good now.  Slowing it down contributes to drivers impatience and 

swerving from lane to lane to get ahead, which causes a danger to all drivers. 
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29. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 
busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

30. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in 
the posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting 
to take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break 
the speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I 
believe that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be 
a good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over 
Tempe is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this 
survey.  

31. There isn't enough traffic on Broadway to justify lowering the speed limit.  
32. Getting through Tempe in this area is already too slow and congested. Lowering the 

speed limit on this stretch would make it worse.  
33. Because I need to get where I am going.  I don't want to crawl all the way to work. 
34. I believe it's safe already. 
35. Reducing speed limits is a waste of time if there's no enforcement. This is the case for 

previous reductions in speed limits. There's been little enforcement. 
36. I drive this section of road a few times per month (mostly during business hours). Most 

drivers drive between 40 and 50 mph on this section. Traffic tends to be light and side 
traffic minimal. 45 mph is safe in this section of road. 

37. People who speed will continue to speed. Lowering the speed limit, has shown in 
study after study, to often INCREASE traffic accidents in this state. I trust the research. 

38. Lowering the speed limits by 5 mph is not really going to do much, except give the 
police more opportunity to write over the speed limit tickets.  Since that would mean 
more revenue for the City, perhaps that might be what is the real reason to do this. 

39. There is no valid reason for this change.  Where  are the 85th percentile speed studies 
to justify it? 

40. There is no confusion. It's 45 the entire way. It is a straight shot road. Don't slow traffic 
in busy areas. 

41. The speed limit merely indicates the speed at which police an issue tickets. Per AZ 
DOT website: https://azdot.gov/business/engineering-and-
construction/traffic/faq/establishing-speed-limits ""Before and after" studies 
consistently demonstrate that there are no significant changes in traffic speeds 
following the posting of new or revised speed limits. Furthermore, no published 
research findings have established any direct relationship between posted speed limits 
and crash frequency..." As no data has been presented about the 85th percentile 
speeds and ADOT is clear that this will not accomplish any objectives other than the 
ability to write speeding tickets for lower speeds, this proposal should be called out for 
what it is: creating an enforcement speed trap to raise revenue. 

42. Current limits are not effectively followed or enforced.   If there is s safety concern,  
let's start by following the current limit.   Further reduction is futile.  

43. I don't think lowering the speed limit will change the behavior of drivers already driving 
too fast.  

44. There is no reasonable reason to decrease speed limits on roads designed and 
controlled for the current speed limits.  Contrary lowering speed limits will potential 
shift traffic, and commerce, out of Tempe to Mesa and Chandler as other roads are 
chosen for east-west and west-east transportation. 
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45. Current speed limits are appropriate  
46. I believe that the existing speed limit is adequate for current street design and size as 

well as for the vehicle and pedestrian traffic of that area. The current speed limit 
enhances the flow of traffic.  

47. Tempe leadership is proposing this change while providing little to no quantitative data 
to support the push to make this change. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph will have 
no actual effect on safety. Leadership is doing this to give the appearance that they 
are working without addressing the more difficult root cause of car accidents. Tempe 
leadership should focus on making actual changes to specific road conditions rather 
than impose lower speeds on major roadways. We need better Leadership for Tempe! 

48. Tired of City council arbitrarily changing those speed limits and putting in photo radar. 
It's all about making money! 

49. 40 mph is too damn slow.  Raise the speed limit to 55!   
50. We need faster speeds on the roads, not slower.  Pedestrians shouldn't be playing in 

the streets and expecting everyone to stop what they are doing when they are too lazy 
to use a crosswalk at a light where cars are stopped  

51. I haven't seen any studies showing how this will improve safety/traffic. Some of these 
areas include sites where permanent cameras were recently installed. The timing of 
these proposed changes so recently after the camera installation makes this feel like a 
"money grab". If that is the case, I do not support these changes, especially in this 
economic time where more people are struggling to keep up with rising costs. The city 
has already been raising taxes on it's residents and needs to improve it's money 
management before taking more. 

52. I travel this street a lot. Traffic is not usually heavy so I see no need for changes. 
Signage is not until you travel a ways and then your speed is the 45 and its too late. 
Traffic is all going the 45 so going more slowly makes people pass more. Also what is 
that box along the side of the road going westbound as it seems to flash when I go by - 
is it recording speeds? If so, that needs to be communicated before I get to it. 
Chandler is 45 for most all streets so when I get to Tempe the traffic does not adjust. 

53. Decreasing the speed limit will likely have no significant effect. Those talking about 
pedestrians don't realize that pedestrians are crossing at intersections where cars slow 
to turn anyways. A speed limit change does not change distracted, drunk, or blind 
spots on roads that would much greater effects than speed 

54. If the change is only being made to increased motorcycle accidents then I think 
changing the speed limits isn't going to fix the issue. I do wonder if motorcyclists are 
confusing lane filtering which is now legal with lane splitting and that's what is 
increasing those accidents for that specific population. If accidents are down in other 
areas and it's just motorcycles that are the issue, I think that's worth looking into 
instead of changing the speed limits because that won't fix lane splitting issues.  

55. The current flow on this main passage towards Mesa runs smoothly at 45. During 
heavy traffic, the flow slows significantly as lines of vehicles transition from a red to 
green light. The ensuing congestion makes it so the flow is below 45 and travel time is 
considerably impacted.  

56. Waste of tax payers money. Fired engineering staff. Lazy. Innovative design for future.  
57. I do not support lowering the speed limit because these roads are primary 

thoroughfares, and reducing speeds will increase congestion and travel time without 
clear evidence of safety benefits. Lowering the limit by 5 mph is unlikely to change 
driving behavior but will require additional enforcement resources that could be better 
used elsewhere. 

58. This will slow traffic down. If people commit egregious speeding, they will do it 
regardless of speed limit.  

59. Road speed changes aren't the problem in Broadway Rd. I live on Broadway Rd and 
Priest and regularly transit by car or walking. I've witness many crashes on the area 
and every single time speed isn't the issue, the issue is people running the red lights. 
Reducing the speed limit won't do anything to help the constant head on collisions and 
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seems like a way for the city to claim they did something when in reality they aren't 
enforcing the law for the actually dangerous maneuvers that happen here aka red light 
runners, people crossing double yellows, not respecting pedestrians right of way when 
Crossing.  

60. I think 45 miles per hour works perfectly fine, I don't see any issues with it.  
61. Traffic generally slows in these areas naturally 
62. 40 not a natural speed after years non existence.  
63. The reduction in the speed limit is merely to raise funds for the city. The traffic 

enforcement is being used to raise funds for the city to allow more give aways to 
developers!  I won't live long enough to see any payback from the huge projects with 
their taxes deferred. 

64. I don't believe the five mile speed difference will make much of a difference. 
65. Lowering the speed limit does absolutely nothing if the flow of traffic remains between 

45-50mph Issuing more tickets to normal people because of a sudden change during a 
time of economic strain is unnecessary and borderline unethical.  

66. I'm not sure why the city believes it is necessary to change something that has been 
working well for many years. This proposal seems like an unnecessary use of funding. 
I disagree with spending tax dollars on new signs, surveys, and research when the 
current speed limits have been in place for years and appear to be working effectively 
as they are. 

67. Absolutely DO NOT keep reducing speed and/or reduce number of traffic lanes.  
Tempe keeps trying to make Tempe a walk/bike/masstransit/alternative transportation 
city.  This does not solve the auto/pedestrian accident issue.Education for 
pedestrians/scooter riders/bike riders/skateboarders & auto drivers need Education. 

68. we need to be able to move around more quickly, not slower. Expand the road instead. 
69. There are enough speed reinforcements in Tempe that exist. We just had the 

enhancements with the lights at the major intersections and the floating speed trap. 
Also we have the safety corridors that move as well. Our city does not need to become 
slow everywhere. 

70. It won't slow traffic  
71. 45 is a good speed 
72. this will impede flow of traffic in the area. If pedestrian safety is concerned, we need to 

evaluate behavior patterns of both pedestrians and drivers, knowing that the majority 
of pedestrian incidents occur when traffic signals/laws are ignored by either party.  

73. This would likely cause further congestion. 45 is an appropriate speed limit.  
74. I don't see The need to change it 
75. Speed reduction is not required. Enforce the current limits.  
76. Have better police presents and go along with the State speed laws 
77. no more change 
78. Slowing traffic on an already crowded street is unnecessary..Catch the speeder with 

the nazi cameras. 
79. Reducing the speed limit may help but people will continue to speed. Keep it the same. 
80. Not realistic.  Not enforceable. 
81. I drive this road. 45 is not an unsafe speed. 
82. Because it is a major thoroughfare and 45 is the appropriate speed.   
83. This will not change anything. It will only slow the already congested traffic for the few 

law abiding citizens who don't exceed the speed limit. You need enforcement from the 
police, which isn't happening. Police no longer patrol. They no longer are serving the 
community. They wait for calls. That is a waste of resources for most of their day. 
There are laws being broken, but they aren't out there to see it. They are parked 
waiting for calls. That's a waste of tax payer money. If they are going to sit in a car, 
waiting for calls, sit in an area of high crime & speeding, so they may be effective.  

84. Speeding and traffic enforcement cameras are unjust, unconstitutional, and take 
money from the working class. 



11 

85. This road is a main road to the freeway and it's what I take daily to work. Slowing it 
down would cause major traffic congestion.  

86. There is too much traffic to slow it down so much. 
87. I don't think it is necessary.  
 
Not sure responses:  
1. There is a ton of data that says changing speed limits don't change driving behavior.  

Two things change speeds, traffic, and street design.  Quit worrying about the speed 
limits and designs streets that make people feel like they should go slower. 

2. Don't drive it on a daily basis 
3. Don't drive this section of road. 
4. I am not sure as I do not believe both the public meeting or council presentation 

provide me with enough information to determine if these proposed speed limit 
changes are reasonable and meaningful.  I define these two terms as follows: 
- Reasonable means they fit the road classification and that the roadway physically 
supports the posted speed limit (PSL). 
- Meaningful means they are based on a quantitative process that reviews speed and 
crash data using Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) USLIMITS2 tool, which 
defines the national standard of care for speed limit setting. 
If Tempe is using USLIMITS2, that should be disclosed in public and council 
presentations. If not, the city should explain why, given its role in promoting 
consistency and safety. The process should clearly show whether the proposed speed 
limit is above, below, or at the USLIMITS2 recommendation, calibrated with local crash 
and speed data.Research (see NCHRP Report 504: Design Speed, Operating Speed, 
and Posted Speed Limit Practices) indicates that the PSL is the only independent 
variable that influences driver speed behavior, provided there is a reasonable level of 
enforcement. Typically, 85% of drivers travel at PSL + 5 to 10 mph, which falls under 
the usual enforcement threshold of 11-15 mph over the limit. Pace speed is also 
important on long arterials without frequent interruptions (signals).Why this matters: 
- Reducing mean speed and speed differential improves safety and enables FHWA 
Crash Modification Factors (CMFs) related to speed to help quantify potential crash 
reduction benefits. 
- The Safe System Approach (Safer People, Safer Roads & Safer Speeds) should be 
used to communicate this point: managing speed is essential to reducing kinetic 
energy and crash severity.To reinforce reasonable speed behavior, Tempe should 
adopt a systematic and scheduled speed enforcement program that rotates through all 
city streets. This could include: 
- Set enforcement stations on key arterials with a static speed limit sign, followed by a 
dynamic speed feedback sign, and then a visible police civil traffic enforcement station 
that allows the officer and the offender to pull off the arterial at a safer location. 
- The University of Arizona Center for Applied Transportation Science (CATS) study for 
Pima County DOT found these setups highly effective in reducing speed-related 
crashes. Tempe should replicate this approach and conduct before-and-after studies 
as part of its Vision Zero strategy. 
Physical design changes should complement enforcement: 
- Traffic signals and Roundabouts to manage conflict points and reduce severe crash 
risk. 
- Raised speed table crosswalks on minor arterials, collectors and at roundabouts. 
- Access control medians on roads like Scottsdale Road in north Tempe, allowing left 
turns only at signals and select mid-block locations, plus improved lighting and mid-
block HAWKs. 
- Raised mid-block speed tables on College Avenue and similar Tempe streets to 
reinforce proposed speed limits, especially near curves with crash history. 
- Consider narrowing lanes to 11 feet to encourage lower operating speeds. 
- Curb extension (bulb-outs) like what is being done on Mill Avenue in downtown. 
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- Raised intersections to slow speeds in the intersections to help mitigate conflict 
points and reduce severe crash risk.Finally, I do not support zero-tolerance 
enforcement or safety zones based on crash frequency or history. These approaches 
waste resources, send the wrong message, and do not align with best practices. 
Enforcement should aim for reasonable speed and yielding behaviors that reduces 
crash risk, applied equitably across all roads and intersections. Cherry-picking roads or 
intersections based on crash history along for special enforcement often masks 
underlying design issues and unfairly shifts blame to drivers instead of addressing root 
causes that crash risk applies to all roads and intersections. 

5. Seems there is little to no enforcement of the existing speed limits.  Not sure what the 
point is to reduce if the current one is not enforced. 

6. I have noproblem with the changes.  What I do have a problem with is variable speed 
limits on the same street.  You can be driving along at 45 when the speed limit 
suddenly drops to 40.  Whatever limit you choose, make it consistent along the entire 
legth of the street.  (This does not apply to school zones.) 

7. I do not travel very often on that road, so am not sure how to respond. 
 
3. Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for Priest Drive? 

  
       Total responses: 280 
 
4. Why did you select your answer in the previous question? 

 
Yes responses:  
1. It would be consistent across Priest 
2. There is no justifiable reason to drive at excessive speed on roadways where 

pedestrians, cyclists, and turning vehicles are present. Slower is safer 
3. Consistent 40 MPH speed across this area means people are ready for speed 

cameras and an established culture of multi-modal transport around Downtown Tempe 
4. Getting closer to Guadalupe, it should be a slower speed limit since it goes down to 

25mph in Guadalupe. 
5. consistency over longer distance and resultant safer travel 
6. Even 40 is too fast. 
7. I support the seed limit change. Speeding has become a major factor impacting traffic 

safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians.  
8. People drive way over speed limit 
9. Yes, lower the speed limit. No city street should have a 45 mph speed limit. Add center 

lane medians, make the car lanes more narrow and widen the sidewalks! 
10. Protecting pedestrians. 

4%

40%

56%

Not sure (12)

No (111)

Yes (157)
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11. The speed limit on Priest is not enforced.If its changed will it be enforced ? 
12. Development has increased the number of vehicles accessing this roadway from 

adjacent properties.  A change from 45 mph to 40 mph provides a safer environment 
for drivers to enter and exit Priest Drive from intersecting driveways and streets. 

13. As above. 
14. I believe that reducing the speed limit on this road will make it safer, and (modestly) 

reduce air pollution. It will also make the speed limit more consistent for Broadway Rd 
within Tempe. I believe that it is confusing for drivers to have the limit be 40 mph in 
some places, and 45 mph in others.  

15. Traffic can flow, letting people get to their destination in the same amount of time, with 
infrastructure changes. We do not need small roads like Broadway to be 7 lanes wide, 
wider than highways across most of Europe. Reducing speed limits increases safety 
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. It will also make it safer to enter or exit the 
road. Reducing traffic signal intervals so that you can cross an intersection with less 
frustration, and reducing the amber light duration will help with creating a need to 
actually stop before red. I see a minimum of 1-3 cars go through red at every crossing, 
and if you count amber, you can often see as many as 5-10. And, no danger of 
consequences.In Europe most urban speed limits were dropped from 30mph to 20mph 
over the past 5 years, simply because the statistics showed that (with a small 
European car designed for impact with pedestrians) at 30mph a child had a 60% 
chance of being killed, whereas 20mph gave them a 60% chance of survival. So 
reducing speeds from 45 to 40 is a step in the right direction, but far from making 
anything safe in any way. 

16. I support this because there is a lot of commercial traffic in this area and high-density 
traffic during a majority of the day. 

17. It is logical to extend the existing speed limit to keep it consistent 
18. I support all reduction in speed limits. A reduction in speed limit closer to 30 would 

make more sense to the streets that abut neighborhoods. Our streets need to be safe 
for all users, which includes pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, and cars. Data shows 
that reduced speed does not impact congestion, as traffic lights are timed 
appropriately and folks who need to travel at higher speeds then travel on our 
highways, which in Tempe are accessible and plentiful. While reduction in speed is a 
great first step, additional changes should include infrastructure changes to make the 
streets more difficult to speed along including bump outs, medians, barriered bike 
lanes and bus-only lanes.  

19. Dumb to have it 40 then a short stretch at 45, making it all 40 is easier.  
20. Keeping a consistent, slower speed will be safer and easier to follow. 
21. The existing 45 make sense given 40 north and south of this section.  
22. Police enforcement is required,hanging a sign ain't getting it done 
23. Makes this section consistent with adjacent speed limits. 
24. I think that a consistent speed limit is a good idea, and feel that 45 mph encourages 

drivers exiting the US 60 to keep going at freeway speeds. 
25. Traffic noise to neighboring homes 
26. Even though I have lived here less than 6 months, I believe having a decrease in 

speed limits is worthwhile.I believe a good amount of drivers would be willing to drive 
at least 5 mph less than how it is now. From what I've seen around here many drive 
around the speed limit, unless they're passing or being reckless. I think lowering the 
speed limit would help reduce accidents and the likelihood of them.These reasons may 
not sound like strong evidence to lower speed limits, but to me I believe they make 
sense and support lowering the speed limit in the proposed areas here in Tempe. 

27. More consistent speed 
28. Too many Drivers go past the speed limit now. 
29. I think my answer for all of these will be the same: it's safer.  
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30. To make the speed limits consistent, which makes it easier for drivers to remember. 
Also, speed kills so anywhere that we can have slower vehicle traffic means a safer 
environment for everyone. 

31. Softer for those in the bike lane and other motorists.  
32. Slower speeds save lives! Especially for pedestrians, cyclists and bus riders. 
33. 40 MPH is a reasonable speed given mixed residential/commercial artery. 
34. Speed in invariably a major cause of accidents, however, I think it will take physical 

improvements beyond posting a new speed limit sign that will slow people down. 
35. Speed should be consistent for that whole stretch  
36. Speeding and pedestrian crossings 
37. Slower speeds = safer and quieter streets for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
38. Slower speeds are safer for all street users. 
39. This road has been a mess for a long time.  Different speed limits  half way thru two 

major intersections.  Personally I believe the speed limit should be the same in all 
directions of an intersection and speed limits should be consistent between two major 
arterial streets. 

40. Yes, and would like warning tickets for a year. 
41. There is a higher pedestrian activity near Arizona Mills and the extended western 

canal path it would be nicer if vehicles moved a bit slower through this area 
42. I support Vision Zero to eliminate roadway deaths and traffic calming measures are 

critical to the viability of safe communities.  
43. Again, people are already using excessive speeds, lowering will hopefully discourage 

this. 
44. Same as above 
45. 45 means 54 to most and that's too fast 
46. same as above 
47. Safety 
48. to keep our pedestrians safer! 
49. Drivers go well beyond speed limit now. 
50. Slower streets are safer, especially those with bike lanes 
51. I think it'd be safer for the pedestrians and cyclists. 
52. This is a minor speed decrease, which improves the safety of our streets and also 

makes the speed more consistent. 
53. Increased safety for all road users and speed limit consistency. 
54. I think the only real ways to reduce speed limits that are respected is to redesign the 

road itself.  When the road is straight and wide open, no obstructions people feel 
internally safer driving faster and often don't realize that.  A simple way to help is 
reducing the number of lanes, and the outermost lanes could be converted to 
dedicated bus/bikelanes separated from car traffic where private vehicles can't drive.  
Also needs to include good median design for line of sight as well as strategic 
landscaping/street trees to not only provide needed shade, sense of enclosure by the 
trees can subconsciously slow drivers as well as reducing temperatures/improving air 
quality, reducing some noise pollution to nearby properties.  Signs don't do a good job 
at reducing speeds, the design and layout of the road itself is a huge deal.  

55. I bike this route regularly to get to South Mountain, and do so even more now that the 
I-10 bridge at Arizona Mills is complete. Lowering the speed limit will make this route 
safer for all road users.  

56. Improved safety 
57. Again 40 mph or less 
58. See above answer  
59. See previous answer 
60. Varying speeds made more uniform. 
61. It's not that much lower and will be safer 
62. I think a consistent speed limit makes sense.  
63. Tired of speeding on city streets 
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64. This is one small way to regain some control for pedestrians and bikes plus make 
driving safer. 

65. I believe that lower speed limits will ensure better safety for vehicles and pedestrians.  
66. I drive the speed limit (45mph) in the designated area and always notice people 

passing me going at least 10 mph over. It feels very dangerous as it is a long stretch 
with no traffic lights 

67. Lowering the speed limit makes the road safer for all road users and pedestrians. 
Greatly reducing the probability of fatal crashes. What would truly make these roads 
safer and make people follow the speed limit is better street design. Stop making every 
road so straight and wide. This only encourages drivers to go faster regardless of what 
the speed limit is.  

68. Im indifferent about this change, it does make sense for the sake of consistency on the 
traveled path. 

69. This is the one I'm happiest about. I've nearly been killed in this intersection more than 
once by speeders and right-on-red drivers who don't look in all directions before they 
proceed. 

70. Although I don't think that it will do anything to actually curb the speeding problem we 
have, I am hopeful that those who are interested in public safety will follow it. I do see 
the potential danger in those who will speed regardless to go just as fast while 
everyone else slows down, but alongside that concern I would hope that would mean 
that law enforcement would have more of a vested interest in stopping them. As it 
stands, there seems to have been very little (where I have noticed) effort to stop the 
speed racing that goes on at night. I've personally witnessed the deadly after effects of 
that along with the deadly consequences of people's poor driving habits in general. At 
least once a month I am almost hit or I see an accident unfold in front of me. More 
effort should be placed overall to protect drivers and pedestrians/cyclists from these 
people. 

71. We should decrease speeds anywhere bikes, walkers, dogs, kids commute! 
72. I live on the corner house at geneva dr. And priest, the cars speed by at more than 

60mph, both ways! Its dangerous and my house has been hit by a car in the past and 
the house across the street was also hit.  The fact that southbound priest INCREASES 
the speed right before the residential area is disgusting as well!  40 along that whole 
area is just what makes more sense. 

73. 40 is safer 
74. Priest is very congested at times, and if the lights would be re-programmed to allow 

smooth North-South flow it would move traffic through town quicker. 
75. Reducing speed limits will make pedestrians and cyclists safer.  
76. Drivers come off the 202 with a 70mph mindset that carries over on the city streets. 
77. too many accidents and speeders 
78. It is time for Tempe to prioritize safety over excessive speeds. 
79. Slower car speeds will bleed into slower speeds in neighborhoods.  
80. to reduce the severity of injuries when a crash occurs 
81. People drive too fast 
82. On Priest Road, the traffic can be quite busy & many drivers are not very watchful.  45 

mph is too fast for safety and inconsistent with the rest of that stretch of road.  40 mph 
makes better sense. 

83. This stretch of Priest carries high volumes but also serves adjacent neighborhoods 
and employment areas with regular crossings and turning traffic. Lowering the speed 
limit improves safety without meaningfully impacting travel times on a corridor already 
constrained by signals. 

84. Because speeds are currently too fast and people drive unsafeley in the area.  
85. We are a family that rides our bikes and with the speed limit being 45 most drivers are 

actually going 55+ and distracted. There have been several bike vehicle accidents.  
86. It's always weird that this turns to 45 in a short period anyways & there are apartments 

& lots of inlets & outlets here.  
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87. I believe lower speed limits will create a safer environment for bikers and pedestrians. 
88. It's usually around that speed anyway because of the traffic and lights 
89. Because it doesn't hurt anyone to go a little slower. It makes people on the streets 

safer. 
90. I wish it could be reduced to 35 MPH instead of 40 MPH - the wide areas of Priest 

could be reduced to 2 lanes each direction with a median and bike lanes and wider 
sidewalks and more trees maintained by the city 

91. People drive way too fast. Slower speed limits are safer. 
92. people drive too fast 
93. It keeps the speed limit on the entire street consistent. 
94. it will make Tempe a more bike friendly place, which it really needs to work on. 
95. See question 1 
96. People drive to fast. 
97. I agree with the City that speeds on many of our materials are too high. As especially 

the north part of the city has added a lot of new housing and also commercial and 
office uses, the complexity of street use is too much for high speed limits. 

98. Somebody I know just got hurt on this street. I myself use this street a lot to get to/from 
work and school. People get crazy out here sometimes, later at night.  

99. I think speed limits changing on the same street makes drivers not realize that the 
speed limit is different past a certain point. I see this all the time on SR-51 in the 55 
mph areas. If the speed limit were lower throughout the entire street, that would be 
safer and result in less speeding in the areas that are already lower. 

100. I selected yes, because I agree we need to reduce the speed. But to make a city street 
safe it should be reduced to AT LEAST 35moh.  

101. It would help conform to the current speeds  
102. Same   Idea. 
103. Families that live in the apartment complexes on the west of priest just north of the 60 

exit have long distances to crosswalk and face extremely fast traffic when trying to 
cross over priest.  

104. safety is paramount 
105. I am for safer streets. 
106. I support speed limit reductions in all areas of the city. It is the right thing for the city to 

do and everyone needs to slow down and pay attention.  
107. I'm pretty sure that, no matter what the speed limit is, some drivers in the area will 

drive about 10 mph or more over it, so maybe, if it's a little lower, they'll only drive 
about 50 mph instead of 55 mph or 60 mph, like they usually do. That way, they'll at 
least be closer to the real target while still feeling "clever" that they're somehow 
cheating the system. Of course, no limits get much respect unless they're enforced. If 
police don't take it seriously, they won't take it seriously. 

108. Lower speed limits improve public health and safety! 
109. why 25 MPH at the Southern end 
110. I live in this area and we need a better sense of safety coming from drivers. A better 

pedestrian culture.  
111. one constant speed limit for the entire road except for area south of Baseline 
112. It makes the most sense. 
 
No responses:  
1. It is fine the way it is. 
2. It's a comfortable speed and I pay attention to all traffic/pedestrians near me. 
3. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
4. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 45 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
5. 45 is fine 
6. Traffic will only get worse than it already is with the newly-added cameras! 
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7. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  There are not pedestrians in the area.  
Traffic is bad enough. 

8. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, 
and now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by 
further slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy 
work for themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  

9. I feel that the Police need to enforce the existing speed limits as they are today by 
writing tickets to the violators,  It doesn't matter what you change the speed limit to, if 
there is no enforcement, people will continue to speed. Once driver's begin to see the 
Police pulling speeders over for speeding, other drivers will begin to be more aware of 
their speed in that area,  People will begin to talk about these areas with heavy police 
presence for speeding and they will begin to change their driving habits.   "Why reduce 
the speed limits which aren't being enforced now to a slower speed limit which won't 
be enforced?  And if you begin to enforce it once you change the limit to a slower 
speed, shame on you!  The same could have been accomplished by enforcing the 
original speed limit.  By reducing the speed limit, this would be punishing everyone for 
what the few are doing." 

10. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 
have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

11. There has been no significant or noticeable change to pedestrian/bicycle traffic to 
require reducing the speed limit in these areas 

12. This area is largely industrial and, barring any significant changes to land use, would 
be better allowing faster travel  

13. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 
seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 

14. Do not lower the speed limit limits on any roads in Tempe. This is not going to help 
people. This is just gonna slow down traffic even more. You're talking about main 
strips here. Do your job and represent the people and we don't want this. 

15. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates 
this issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 

16. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 
reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

17. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

18. You already have speed and red light cameras that the public did not want.... This is 
just an effort to increase the tickets issued by those cameras.  Driving any where in 
Tempe, is becoming crowded and exhausting!  In addition this is a freeway access 
road, people are not expecting to slow to a crawl.  

19. Doesn't seem like there is that much traffic on there and seems like more of a business 
route. 

20. I don't understand the need for the change.  
21. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 

proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone “just wants it that way.”This is 
not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
- Staff is “right sizing”the speeds to match what is happening in the area. 
- Roadway functions can change over time. 
- Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

22. There is no need to lower the speed limit in this area. The traffic flows just fine at 45 
23. It already takes an inordinate amount of time to cover the short distance along Priest. 

This would make it even slower, so there needs to be a reason to raise it. What data 
do you have that suggests that lowering the speed limit would increase safety? 
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24. It seems fine the way it is. 
25. Priest is a busy thoroughfare.  It already backs up during busy times.  Using traffic 

cams and red light runners should handle this problem 
26. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 

busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

27. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in 
the posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting 
to take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break 
the speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I 
believe that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be 
a good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over 
Tempe is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this 
survey.  

28. Minimal accidents and little bike/scooter traffic use Priest the further you get from the 
university. This is a money grab to add more cameras to pick the pockets of the 
average consumer  

29. Current speed limit is adequate for road size and traffic levels 
30. Priest Drive keeps traffic off of Kyrene and Hardy, until reaching Guadalupe, lowering 

the speed does not facilitate traffic flows of a major arterial that is predominantly 
industrial and commercial uses.  From the northern City border to Baseline the speed 
limit should be 45, and let traffic regulate itself by time of day and level of service, 
rather than lowering it to 40 and pushing traffic onto other north/south collectors or 
through neighborhoods.  

31. Because I need to get where I am going.  I don't want to crawl all the way to work. 
32. I believe it's safe at 45 mph. 
33. Not a lot of pedestrian traffic 
34. Reducing speed limits is a waste of time if there's no enforcement. This is the case for 

previous reductions in speed limits. There's been little enforcement. 
35. Although I seldom drive this section, I used to drive it during a daily commute a few 

years back. Most drivers drive between 45 and 50 mph on this section. Traffic tends to 
be light and side traffic minimal. 45 mph is safe in this section of road 

36. People who speed will continue to speed. Lowering the speed limit, has shown in 
study after study, to often INCREASE traffic accidents in this state. I trust the research. 

37. See above explanation. 
38. There is no valid reason for this change.  Where  are the 85th percentile speed studies 

to justify it? 
39. The speed limit merely indicates the speed at which police an issue tickets. Per AZ 

DOT website: https://azdot.gov/business/engineering-and-
construction/traffic/faq/establishing-speed-limits ""Before and after" studies 
consistently demonstrate that there are no significant changes in traffic speeds 
following the posting of new or revised speed limits. Furthermore, no published 
research findings have established any direct relationship between posted speed limits 
and crash frequency..." As no data has been presented about the 85th percentile 
speeds and ADOT is clear that this will not accomplish any objectives other than the 
ability to write speeding tickets for lower speeds, this proposal should be called out for 
what it is: creating an enforcement speed trap to raise revenue. 
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40. Current limits are not effectively followed or enforced.   If there is s safety concern,  
let's start by following the current limit.   Further reduction is futile.  

41. A more consistent speed limit would be good, but again this is a road that was 
designed for the current speed limit and is a major north-south corridor through the 
west side of Tempe. 

42. Current speed limits are appropriate  
43. I believe that the existing speed limit is adequate for current street design and size as 

well as for the vehicle and pedestrian traffic of that area. The current speed limit 
enhances the flow of traffic.  

44. Tempe leadership is proposing this change while providing little to no quantitative data 
to support the push to make this change. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph will have 
no actual effect on safety. Leadership is doing this to give the appearance that they 
are working without addressing the more difficult root cause of car accidents. Tempe 
leadership should focus on making actual changes to specific road conditions rather 
than impose lower speeds on major roadways. We need better Leadership for Tempe! 

45. Tired of City council arbitrarily changing those speed limits and putting in photo radar. 
It's all about making money! 

46. Too damn slow.  I can walk faster. 
47. We need faster speeds on the roads, not slower.  Pedestrians shouldn't be playing in 

the streets and expecting everyone to stop what they are doing when they are too lazy 
to use a crosswalk at a light where cars are stopped  

48. If the change is only being made to increased motorcycle accidents then I think 
changing the speed limits isn't going to fix the issue. I do wonder if motorcyclists are 
confusing lane filtering which is now legal with lane splitting and that's what is 
increasing those accidents for that specific population. If accidents are down in other 
areas and it's just motorcycles that are the issue, I think that's worth looking into 
instead of changing the speed limits because that won't fix lane splitting issues.  

49. I regularly drive this section of road heading to/from home to laundromat on Priest just 
south of Baseline with linens from my office. The current flow on this main passage 
runs smoothly at 45. It's predominately non-residential, mainly commerce, and there is 
absolutely no need to reduce the flow of traffic on this section. I don't recall ever seeing 
pedestrians or bicycles on this route. 

50. Priest great for local commute. Leave it as is please.  
51. I do not support lowering the speed limit because these roads are primary 

thoroughfares, and reducing speeds will increase congestion and travel time without 
clear evidence of safety benefits. Lowering the limit by 5 mph is unlikely to change 
driving behavior but will require additional enforcement resources that could be better 
used elsewhere. 

52. This will slow traffic down. If people commit egregious speeding, they will do it 
regardless of speed limit.  

53. I think 45 miles per hour works perfectly fine, I don't see any issues with it.  
54. I believe the road is always congested as it is. 
55. 40 not natural or used should be 35 or45 
56. I don't believe the five mile speed difference will make much of a difference. 
57. Lowering the speed limit does absolutely nothing if the flow of traffic remains between 

45-50mph Issuing more tickets to normal people because of a sudden change during a 
time of economic strain is unnecessary and borderline unethical.  

58. I need to get to the airport faster. I'm not sure why the city believes it is necessary to 
change something that has been working well for many years. This proposal seems 
like an unnecessary use of funding. I disagree with spending tax dollars on new signs, 
surveys, and research when the current speed limits have been in place for years and 
appear to be working effectively as they are. 

59. Absolutely DO NOT keep reducing speed and/or reduce number of traffic lanes.  
Tempe keeps trying to make Tempe a walk/bike/masstransit/alternative transportation 
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city.  This does not solve the auto/pedestrian accident issue.Education for 
pedestrians/scooter riders/bike riders/skateboarders & auto drivers need Education. 

60. we need to be able to move around more quickly, not slower.  Expand the road 
instead. 

61. There are enough speed reinforcements in Tempe that exist. We just had the 
enhancements with the lights at the major intersections and the floating speed trap. 
Also we have the safety corridors that move as well.Our city does not need to become 
slow everywhere. 

62. People don't obey speed limits  
63. 45 is a good speed 
64. This is more of a business district. 
65. All of the parts of Priest that are 3 lanes in each direction should remain at 45.  All of 

the portions that are 2 lanes should be lowered to 40. No one will drive 40 where 
there's 3 lanes. 

66. Unnecessary.  
67. Speed reduction is not required. Enforce the current limits.  
68. no more change 
69. This is a wide street that can manage traffic. 
70. It's part of the freeway and right next to the freeway. The speed limit should stay the 

same.  
71. Not realistic.  Not enforceable  
72. i don't drive here a lot. it's probably annoying to speed up to 45 just to go back down to 

40 about a big block away, then again it's probably more annoying to lose the 
opportunity to go a little faster... 

73. I feel the roads are wide here and that the traffic flows well at 45  
74. It is a major thoroughfare and 45mph is appropriate.    
75. Same as above question.  
76. Speeding and traffic enforcement cameras are unjust, unconstitutional, and take 

money from the working class. 
77. There is too much traffic to slow it down so much. 
78. Priest from University and south carries a lot of traffic nearly all day. The slower speed 

limit may likely entice more drivers to driver faster than 40 mph or perhaps there will be 
more red-light runners.  

 
Not sure responses:  
1. There is a ton of data that says changing speed limits don't change driving behavior.  

Two things change speeds, traffic, and street design.  Quit worrying about the speed 
limits and designs streets that make people feel like they should go slower. 

2. Don't drive there 
3. I do not travel this area. You are going to confuse drivers with so many different speed 

limits. 
4. Don't drive this street often 
5. I am not sure as I do not believe both the public meeting or council presentation 

provide me with enough information to determine if these proposed speed limit 
changes are reasonable and meaningful.  I define these two terms as follows: 
- Reasonable means they fit the road classification and that the roadway physically 
supports the posted speed limit (PSL). 
- Meaningful means they are based on a quantitative process that reviews speed and 
crash data using Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) USLIMITS2 tool, which 
defines the national standard of care for speed limit setting.If Tempe is using 
USLIMITS2, that should be disclosed in public and council presentations. If not, the 
city should explain why, given its role in promoting consistency and safety. The 
process should clearly show whether the proposed speed limit is above, below, or at 
the USLIMITS2 recommendation, calibrated with local crash and speed data. 
Research (see NCHRP Report 504: Design Speed, Operating Speed, and Posted 
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Speed Limit Practices) indicates that the PSL is the only independent variable that 
influences driver speed behavior, provided there is a reasonable level of enforcement. 
Typically, 85% of drivers travel at PSL + 5 to 10 mph, which falls under the usual 
enforcement threshold of 11-15 mph over the limit. Pace speed is also important on 
long arterials without frequent interruptions (signals).Why this matters: 
- Reducing mean speed and speed differential improves safety and enables FHWA 
Crash Modification Factors (CMFs) related to speed to help quantify potential crash 
reduction benefits. 
- The Safe System Approach (Safer People, Safer Roads & Safer Speeds) should be 
used to communicate this point: managing speed is essential to reducing kinetic 
energy and crash severity. To reinforce reasonable speed behavior, Tempe should 
adopt a systematic and scheduled speed enforcement program that rotates through all 
city streets. This could include: 
- Set enforcement stations on key arterials with a static speed limit sign, followed by a 
dynamic speed feedback sign, and then a visible police civil traffic enforcement station 
that allows the officer and the offender to pull off the arterial at a safer location. 
- The University of Arizona Center for Applied Transportation Science (CATS) study for 
Pima County DOT found these setups highly effective in reducing speed-related 
crashes. Tempe should replicate this approach and conduct before-and-after studies 
as part of its Vision Zero strategy.Physical design changes should complement 
enforcement: 
- Traffic signals and Roundabouts to manage conflict points and reduce severe crash 
risk. 
- Raised speed table crosswalks on minor arterials, collectors and at roundabouts. 
- Access control medians on roads like Scottsdale Road in north Tempe, allowing left 
turns only at signals and select mid-block locations, plus improved lighting and mid-
block HAWKs. 
- Raised mid-block speed tables on College Avenue and similar Tempe streets to 
reinforce proposed speed limits, especially near curves with crash history. 
- Consider narrowing lanes to 11 feet to encourage lower operating speeds. 
- Curb extension (bulb-outs) like what is being done on Mill Avenue in downtown. 
- Raised intersections to slow speeds in the intersections to help mitigate conflict 
points and reduce severe crash risk. Finally, I do not support zero-tolerance 
enforcement or safety zones based on crash frequency or history. These approaches 
waste resources, send the wrong message, and do not align with best practices. 
Enforcement should aim for reasonable speed and yielding behaviors that reduces 
crash risk, applied equitably across all roads and intersections. Cherry-picking roads or 
intersections based on crash history along for special enforcement often masks 
underlying design issues and unfairly shifts blame to drivers instead of addressing root 
causes that crash risk applies to all roads and intersections. 

6. do not travel along this road 
7. Seems there is little to no enforcement of the existing speed limits.  Not sure what the 

point is to reduce if the current one is not enforced. 
8. What the problem? 
9. I do not travel very often on that road, so am not sure how to respond. 
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5. Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for Guadalupe Road??  
 

 
Total responses: 277 
 

6. Why did you select your answer in the previous question? 
 
Yes responses:  
1. It would be consistent across Guadalupe 
2. There is no justifiable reason to drive at excessive speed on roadways where 

pedestrians, cyclists, and turning vehicles are present. Slower is safer 
3. Just makes it safer 
4. There are numerous reasons why people cross Guadalupe Road in this area, between 

the parks, schools, and canal routes. It's unnerving being a pedestrian or cyclist and 
crossing this road, and a lower speed limit would be fantastic. A stoplight that is 
activated when pedestrians need to cross Guadalupe using the canal here would also 
be amazing.  

5. consistency over longer distance and resultant safer travel 
6. Same as others 
7. I support the seed limit change. Speeding has become a major factor impacting traffic 

safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians.  
8. People drive way over speed limit 
9. Yes, lower the speed limit. No city street should have a 45 mph speed limit. Add center 

lane medians, make the car lanes more narrow and widen the sidewalks! 
10. Protecting pedestrians. 
11. This corridor is a popular bicycle route to access Guadalupe, South Mountain Park and 

Ahwatukee from Tempe.  A lowered speed limit provides a safer environment for 
motorized vehicles and bicycles to coexist. 

12. as above 
13. I believe that reducing the speed limit on this road will make it safer, and (modestly) 

reduce air pollution. It will also make the speed limit more consistent for Broadway Rd 
within Tempe. I believe that it is confusing for drivers to have the limit be 40 mph in 
some places, and 45 mph in others.  

14. Traffic can flow, letting people get to their destination in the same amount of time, with 
infrastructure changes. We do not need small roads like Broadway to be 7 lanes wide, 
wider than highways across most of Europe. Reducing speed limits increases safety 
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. It will also make it safer to enter or exit the 
road. Reducing traffic signal intervals so that you can cross an intersection with less 
frustration, and reducing the amber light duration will help with creating a need to 

6%

43%

51%

Not Sure (17)

No (118)

Yes (142)
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actually stop before red. I see a minimum of 1-3 cars go through red at every crossing, 
and if you count amber, you can often see as many as 5-10. And, no danger of 
consequences. In Europe most urban speed limits were dropped from 30mph to 
20mph over the past 5 years, simply because the statistics showed that (with a small 
European car designed for impact with pedestrians) at 30mph a child had a 60% 
chance of being killed, whereas 20mph gave them a 60% chance of survival. So 
reducing speeds from 45 to 40 is a step in the right direction, but far from making 
anything safe in any way. 

15. I support this because there is a lot of commercial traffic in this area and high-density 
traffic during a majority of the day. 

16. I support all reduction in speed limits. A reduction in speed limit closer to 30 would 
make more sense to the streets that abut neighborhoods. Our streets need to be safe 
for all users, which includes pedestrians, cyclists, transit users, and cars. Data shows 
that reduced speed does not impact congestion, as traffic lights are timed 
appropriately and folks who need to travel at higher speeds then travel on our 
highways, which in Tempe are accessible and plentiful. While reduction in speed is a 
great first step, additional changes should include infrastructure changes to make the 
streets more difficult to speed along including bump outs, medians, barriered bike 
lanes and bus-only lanes.  

17. Small road with school and recreation center where there will be a lot of pedestrians 
and bicyclists  

18. Police enforcement might be a good idea. 
19. I feel that consistent speed limits are a good idea. That being said, you could probably 

get away with dropping the speed to 35 between Kyrene Rd. and the Guadalupe 
border to prepare drivers for the drop in speed in that town. 

20. Traffic noise to neighboring homes 
21. Even though I have lived here less than 6 months, I believe having a decrease in 

speed limits is worthwhile.I believe a good amount of drivers would be willing to drive 
at least 5 mph less than how it is now. From what I've seen around here many drive 
around the speed limit, unless they're passing or being reckless. I think lowering the 
speed limit would help reduce accidents and the likelihood of them. These reasons 
may not sound like strong evidence to lower speed limits, but to me I believe they 
make sense and support lowering the speed limit in the proposed areas here in 
Tempe. 

22. Speed consistency  
23. Safer - ESPECIALLY in this case by a school. 
24. To make the speed limits consistent, which makes it easier for drivers to remember. 

Also, speed kills so anywhere that we can have slower vehicle traffic means a safer 
environment for everyone. 

25. It's a narrower road and would be safer with lower speed limits.  
26. Guadalupe has very fast traffic and not enough crosswalks. It's stressful and scary to 

cross while on the Western Canal Path. 
27. Anything to reduce aggressive driving is worthwhile.  Lowering speeds would help 

create a more calm driving environment because drivers wouldn't need to accelerate 
so much after stop lights and would be able to react with more time to other cars on 
the road. 

28. Speed in invariably a major cause of accidents, however, I think it will take physical 
improvements beyond posting a new speed limit sign that will slow people down. 

29. Slower speeds = safer and quieter streets for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
30. Slower speeds are safer for all street users. 
31. This road has been a mess for a long time.  Different speed limits  half way thru two 

major intersections.  Personally I believe the speed limit should be the same in all 
directions of an intersection and speed limits should be consistent between two major 
arterial streets. 

32. And would like warning tickets for a year. 
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33. With the western canal crossing the high school and extra pedestrian activity near the 
shopping plazas it would be nicer if vehicles moved a bit slower through those areas 

34. I support Vision Zero to eliminate roadway deaths and traffic calming measures are 
critical to the viability of safe communities.  

35. Only 2 lanes in each direction and more pedestrian traffic on this road. Vast majority of 
neighborhood is residential. 

36. 40mph is sufficient. 45mph encourages 50mph. 
37. Near marcos high school with student drivers and walkers 
38. 45 means 54 to most and that's too fast 
39. don't drive Guadalupe much but again 40 should be fine.  
40. Safety 
41. Drivers go well beyond speed limit now. 
42. Slower streets are safer, especially those with bike lanes 
43. I think it'd be safer for the pedestrians and cyclists. 
44. Lower speeds are safer, what more is there to say? 
45. Increased safety for all road users and speed limit consistency. 
46. I think the only real ways to reduce speed limits that are respected is to redesign the 

road itself.  When the road is straight and wide open, no obstructions people feel 
internally safer driving faster and often don't realize that.  A simple way to help is 
reducing the number of lanes, and the outermost lanes could be converted to 
dedicated bus/bikelanes separated from car traffic where private vehicles can't drive.  
Also needs to include good median design for line of sight as well as strategic 
landscaping/street trees to not only provide needed shade, sense of enclosure by the 
trees can subconsciously slow drivers as well as reducing temperatures/improving air 
quality, reducing some noise pollution to nearby properties.  Signs don't do a good job 
at reducing speeds, the design and layout of the road itself is a huge deal.  

47. Improved safety 
48. See above answer.  
49. See previous answer 
50. I live near Guadalupe and McClintock and frequently need to bike and walk along 

Guadalupe Road. The current speed limit of 45 is too high for me and my 7-year old 
son to feel safe along this road. A lower speed limit would increase our safety on the 
side of the road and would also increase safety for drivers on the road. 40mp on 
Guadalupe also seems more consistent with the rest of Tempe speed limits. I am 
strongly in favor of reducing the 45mph speed limit.  

51. I live right off Guadalupe and McClintock and travel along the length of broadway 
through Tempe often and see a lot of speeding including by Kiwanis and by 
McClintock high school (and red light runners at McClintock/guadalupe.) 

52. Parts of Guadalupe go through a 25mph zone and I think 40mph is reasonable.  
53. 40 feels safer 
54. Tired of speeding on city streets 
55. Residents want to walk more but the noise and discomfort of speeding drivers make it 

unpleasant. 
56. I believe that lower speed limits will ensure better safety for vehicles and pedestrians.  
57. I live in this stretch of road and am often scared turning into my neighborhood at the 

speed of the car behind me.  People turn off the 101 onto Guadalupe and think they 
are still on the freeway.  Please reduce the speed limit so they might think twice about 
rear ending me 

58. Lowering the speed limit makes the road safer for all road users and pedestrians. 
Greatly reducing the probability of fatal crashes. What would truly make these roads 
safer and make people follow the speed limit is better street design. Stop making every 
road so straight and wide. This only encourages drivers to go faster regardless of what 
the speed limit is.  

59. Yes especially around the school areas  
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60. Although I don't think that it will do anything to actually curb the speeding problem we 
have, I am hopeful that those who are interested in public safety will follow it. I do see 
the potential danger in those who will speed regardless to go just as fast while 
everyone else slows down, but alongside that concern I would hope that would mean 
that law enforcement would have more of a vested interest in stopping them. As it 
stands, there seems to have been very little (where I have noticed) effort to stop the 
speed racing that goes on at night. I've personally witnessed the deadly after effects of 
that along with the deadly consequences of people's poor driving habits in general. At 
least once a month I am almost hit or I see an accident unfold in front of me. More 
effort should be placed overall to protect drivers and pedestrians/cyclists from these 
people. 

61. We should decrease speeds anywhere bikes, walkers, dogs, kids commute! 
62. With a school nearby a reduced speed limit will help public safety.  
63. To make the speed consistent! 
64. 40 is safer 
65. I live in this areas, and as a runner and cyclist would feel much safer with a lower 

speed limit.  Not to mention, a lower speed limit would make it significantly safer for 
Marcos De Niza students.  

66. Reducing speed limits will make pedestrians and cyclists safer.  
67. Lots of speeding traffic. Especially eastbound as the driver approaches the 101/Mesa 

boarder. All intersections along Guadalupe have multiple entrances for 
businesses/schools. All of these intersections, and most major intersections in the city, 
should have had their speed limit reduced long ago. Very congested during most drive 
times. 

68. too many accidents and speeders 
69. We live in the area and realize it goes through many shopping districts, schools, 

people biking, etc. Safety first 
70. It is time for Tempe to prioritize safety over excessive speeds. 
71. There are two schools on this roadway, and Lakeshore is a common bikeway.  
72. to reduce the severity of injuries when a crash occurs 
73. People drive too fast 
74. On Guadalupe Road, the traffic can be quite busy & many drivers are not very 

watchful.  45 mph is too fast for safety, and inconsistent with the adjacent 40 mph 
stretch to the west.   

75. Guadalupe is a major east-west connector with schools, bus routes, and commercial 
access along it. Reducing speeds here helps balance mobility with safety and reflects 
the reality that traffic rarely flows at 45 mph for sustained distances. 

76. The portion by Kiwanis Park and Marcos de Niza definitely need to go down to 40. 
This road also needs the upgraded bike lines and other safety features implemented 
on Broadway, and definitely some sort of light at All-American Way 

77. Because speeds are currently too fast and people drive unsafeley in the area.  
78. We are a family that rides our bikes and with the speed limit being 45 most drivers are 

actually going 55+ and distracted.  
79. Same as the first comment: People drive way too fast here. If you want to help 

promote safer streets for walking & biking, we need to lower the speed limits.  
80. I believe lower speed limits will create a safer environment for bikers and pedestrians. 
81. Because it doesn't hurt anyone to go a little slower. It makes the streets safer. 
82. I  believe streets in Tempe SHOULD be lower speed limits than they are, and most 6 

lane streets be restructured as boulevards with real, protected bike lanes and wider 
sidewalks 

83. People drive way too fast. Slower speed limits are safer. 
84. people drive too fast 
85. More bike friendly 
86. See question 1 
87. People drive to fast. 
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88. I agree with the City that speeds on many of our materials are too high. As especially 
the north part of the city has added a lot of new housing and also commercial and 
office uses, the complexity of street use is too much for high speed limits. 

89. Honestly, given the amount of college students walking around Tempe, scooting about 
or biking, it's probably a good idea to lower speed limits on most of these roads, but 
not all. I've noticed a lot of heads looking down at phones. Makes my brain lean 
forward on its rocking chair and waggle its cane at these young speedsters. 

90. The is a heavy traffic area and people need to slow down through here. 
91. I think speed limits changing on the same street makes drivers not realize that the 

speed limit is different past a certain point. I see this all the time on SR-51 in the 55 
mph areas. If the speed limit were lower throughout the entire street, that would be 
safer and result in less speeding in the areas that are already lower. I also bike this 
area a lot, and lower speed limits would be safer. Additionally, there is a section of the 
bike lane between the train tracks near Kyrene and the Western Canal Path where the 
bike lane disappears temporarily, forcing bikers to use the vehicle lane. Despite not 
having cars close behind me, I often get honked at by drivers going 45 or more during 
this time when I have to be on the vehicle lane when my bike goes 20 max. There are 
times when I take the sidewalk if there are a lot of cars behind me, but the bike lane is 
really safer. I don't know the reason the bike lane disappears here, so if it can be 
extended, that would make biking much safer. 

92. I selected yes, because I agree we need to reduce the speed. But to make a city street 
safe it should be reduced to AT LEAST 35moh.  

93. Same. 
94. Traffic should be slower near a pedestrian heavy high school.  
95. safety is paramount 
96. I support speed limit reductions in all areas of the city. It is the right thing for the city to 

do and everyone needs to slow down and pay attention.  
97. I've seen some accidents and near accidents along this road during the last year, and 

I've routinely seen people driving way too fast in this area. I'm pretty sure that, no 
matter what the speed limit is, some drivers in the area will drive about 10 mph or 
more over it, so maybe, if it's a little lower, they'll only drive about 50 mph instead of 55 
mph or 60 mph, like they usually do. That way, they'll at least be closer to the real 
target while still feeling "clever" that they're somehow cheating the system. 

98. Lower speed limits improve public health and safety! 
99. same as Broadway 
100. I live in this area and we need a better sense of safety coming from drivers. A better 

pedestrian culture.  
101. one constant speed limit for the entire road 
 
No responses:  
1. It is fine the way it is.  
2. It's a comfortable speed and I pay attention to all traffic/pedestrians near me. 
3. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
4. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 45 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
5. 45 is fine 
6. Traffic will only get worse than it already is with all the newly-added cameras! 
7. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  There are not pedestrians in the area.  

Traffic is bad enough. 
8. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, 

and now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by 
further slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy 
work for themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  

9. I feel that the Police need to enforce the existing speed limits as they are today by 
writing tickets to the violators,  It doesn't matter what you change the speed limit to, if 
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there is no enforcement, people will continue to speed. Once driver's begin to see the 
Police pulling speeders over for speeding, other drivers will begin to be more aware of 
their speed in that area,  People will begin to talk about these areas with heavy police 
presence for speeding and they will begin to change their driving habits.   "Why reduce 
the speed limits which aren't being enforced now to a slower speed limit which won't 
be enforced?  And if you begin to enforce it once you change the limit to a slower 
speed, shame on you!  The same could have been accomplished by enforcing the 
original speed limit.  By reducing the speed limit, this would be punishing everyone for 
what the few are doing." 

10. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 
have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

11. This is a large street that is used a lot. It makes no sense to lower the speed limit 
12. There has been no significant or noticeable change to pedestrian/bicycle traffic to 

require reducing the speed limit in these areas 
13. Though more residential in nature, this area is firmly car dependent and thus, I do not 

believe it would benefit from these proposed changes  
14. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 

seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 
15. The area has a designated school zone speed limit, which will already handle the 

majority of pedestrian traffic in the area 
16. I do not support any speed reduction in the city of Tempe. This will not help the 

residence and only impede traffic. 
17. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates 

this issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 
18. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 

reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

19. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

20. I'm concerned this will lead to increase in traffic without additional safety benefit. Also 
the road design does safely supports 45  

21. You already have speed and red light cameras that the public did not want.... This is 
just an effort to increase the tickets issued by those cameras.  Driving any where in 
Tempe, is becoming crowded and exhausting!  If there are too many people using this 
road, stop issuing building permits that increase the density. 

22. I oppose the speed limit change on Guadalupe for three reasons. First, the 
consideration claimed in the council presentation is false.  It does not improve 
consistency across the corridor, it reduces it. This change will create confusion with 
surrounding roads, leading to frequent accidental speeding. This section of Guadalupe 
crosses three major Tempe roads: Kyrene, Rural, and McClintock.  It also runs parallel 
between two major Tempe roads: Elliot and Baseline.  All five of these surrounding 
roads have prevailing speed limits of 45 mph.  Reducing only Guadalupe creates an 
anomaly in the middle that drivers will frequently fail to notice.  They will turn onto 
Guadalupe, naturally stay at 45 MPH, and accidentally break the limit. Second, the 
school zone between Lakeshore and Rural already creates an occasional different 
speed limit of 35 MPH, which the new proposal also does not match. Expecting drivers 
to notice both of these speed limit differences in the neighborhood creates additional 
confusion and may actually cause more speeding in the school zone. Third, compared 
with the five surrounding major roads mentioned above, Guadalupe has the least 
traffic due to having the fewest businesses.  The only sensitive area is the school, 
which already has a school zone speed.  The proposed change will do nothing to 
increase safety in this corridor. 
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23. I don't understand the need for the change.  
24. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 

proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone “just wants it that way.”This is 
not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
- Staff is “right sizing”the speeds to match what is happening in the area. 
- Roadway functions can change over time. 
- Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

25. The speed limit for similar conditions is still 45 in Mesa. Now that you have a speed 
camera at McClictock and a temporary device near Lakeshore, how many speeds 
have there been over 55? This stretch has limited private driveways, and the 
intersecting residential streets are far apart.The only crashes I see are near traffic 
ciocntrolled sites which has nothing to do with speed.  

26. I live off this road in this stretch. I am pro-increasing the safety of our roads. That said, 
this stretch of road sees minimal pedestrian use. It is largely residential 
neighborhoods, tucked away from Guadalupe, just like along Elliot. No residential 
driveways feed directly onto this road. The exception, Marcos De Niza high school, 
already has a school speed limit of 35 mph during school times, nullifying the effect of 
the 40mph for that purpose. 
There is a large amount of evidence that suggests that lowering the speed limit is the 
least effective way to control peoples' speed. People will go the speed they feel is safe. 
This road is wide open with little going on around the road (pedestrians, bikers, etc). 
Lowering the speed limit would not serve well to control drivers speed along this 
corridor. It feels like this is a cash grab to catch people going the speed they already 
have been going (the speed they feel safe).What evidence is there that 5 mph of 
difference in speed is the difference between this stretch of road being safe vs unsafe? 
If this road truly a threat to public safety due to 5 mph, I would much prefer to see 
protected bike lanes implemented to create a separation for bikers and pedestrians 
from the road, while also narrowing the visualization of the open road, which would in 
turn cause drivers to naturally want to drive slower. This is an example of a traffic 
calming measure. This also does nothing to help maintain the continuity of speeds as 
this road continuing east into Mesa, is 45 mph there. The slower part to the west has 
actual traffic calming measures in place which help support the lower speed limit. 
This would be a real measure to help protect the citizens utilizing this stretch of road 
using all forms of transportation. As the proposal stands, it feels at best as a self-pat 
on the back that the city is trying to help and, at worst, a cash grab to prey on drivers. 

27. It seems fine the way it is. 
28. This is a major artery with minimal housing facing the street. There is an ample cycling 

lane and wide sidewalks so there is already sufficient protection for pedestrians and 
cyclists. There is also the school zone. Other major arteries in Tempe and Mesa have 
45 mph limits so consistency and traffic movement are key factors. Slower traffic will 
lead to more cars on the road at a given time and, therefore, more congestion. I am 
unaware of major safety concerns along this road or a history of accidents that would 
warrant a change.  

29. There is already a slow down area by the high school and people are not racing down 
Guadalupe now. Traffic flow is good now.  Slowing it down contributes to drivers 
impatience and swerving from lane to lane to get ahead, which causes a danger to all 
drivers. 

30. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 
busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

31. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in 
the posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting 
to take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break 
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the speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I 
believe that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be 
a good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over 
Tempe is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this 
survey.   

32. Guadalupe traffic is minimal. I don't understand the need to reduce the speed limit.  
33. Keep 45mph on major arterial unless there is a level of service or accident statistics 

supportive of lowering the speed. 
34. Getting through Tempe is already too slow and congested. Lowering the speed limit 

would make it worse.  
35. Because I need to get where I am going.  I don't want to crawl all the way to work. 
36. I believe it is safe already. 
37. Reducing speed limits is a waste of time if there's no enforcement. This is the case for 

previous reductions in speed limits. There's been little enforcement. 
38. I drive this section of road a few times per month (mostly during business hours). Most 

drivers drive between 40 and 50 mph on this section. Traffic tends to be light and side 
traffic minimal. 45 mph is safe in this section of road. During school hours, the section 
of road around Marcos De Niza High School lowers traffic speeds. 

39. People who speed will continue to speed. Lowering the speed limit, has shown in 
study after study, to often INCREASE traffic accidents in this state. I trust the research. 

40. See above. 
41. There is no valid reason for this change.  Where  are the 85th percentile speed studies 

to justify it? 
42. Roads in south Tempe are not as busy. This road does not need a slower speed and 

none of the proposal really indicates a good reason why now. 
43. The speed limit merely indicates the speed at which police an issue tickets. Per AZ 

DOT website: https://azdot.gov/business/engineering-and-
construction/traffic/faq/establishing-speed-limits ""Before and after" studies 
consistently demonstrate that there are no significant changes in traffic speeds 
following the posting of new or revised speed limits. Furthermore, no published 
research findings have established any direct relationship between posted speed limits 
and crash frequency..." As no data has been presented about the 85th percentile 
speeds and ADOT is clear that this will not accomplish any objectives other than the 
ability to write speeding tickets for lower speeds, this proposal should be called out for 
what it is: creating an enforcement speed trap to raise revenue. 

44. Current limits are not effectively followed or enforced.   If there is s safety concern,  
let's start by following the current limit.   Further reduction is futile.  

45. There is no reasonable reason to decrease speed limits on roads designed and 
controlled for the current speed limits.  Contrary lowering speed limits will potential 
shift traffic, and commerce, out of Tempe to Mesa and Chandler as other roads are 
chosen for east-west and west-east transportation.  I live off of Guadalupe Road and 
can only see where this will increase speeding and conversely accidents as a result. 

46. Current speed limits are appropriate  
47. I strongly believe that the existing speed limit is adequate for current street design and 

size as well as for the vehicle and pedestrian traffic of that area. The current speed 
limit enhances the flow of traffic while maintaining safety.  

48. Tempe leadership is proposing this change while providing little to no quantitative data 
to support the push to make this change. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph will have 
no actual effect on safety. Leadership is doing this to give the appearance that they 
are working without addressing the more difficult root cause of car accidents. Tempe 
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leadership should focus on making actual changes to specific road conditions rather 
than impose lower speeds on major roadways. We need better Leadership for Tempe! 

49. Tired of City council arbitrarily changing those speed limits and putting in photo radar. 
It's all about making money! 

50. Too slow!  Raise the speed limit to 55! 
51. We need faster speeds on the roads, not slower.  Pedestrians shouldn't be playing in 

the streets and expecting everyone to stop what they are doing when they are too lazy 
to use a crosswalk at a light where cars are stopped  

52. I haven't seen any studies showing how this will improve safety/traffic. Some of these 
areas include sites where permanent cameras were recently installed. The timing of 
these proposed changes so recently after the camera installation makes this feel like a 
"money grab". If that is the case, I do not support these changes, especially in this 
economic time where more people are struggling to keep up with rising costs. The city 
has already been raising taxes on it's residents and needs to improve it's money 
management before taking more. 

53. If the change is only being made to increased motorcycle accidents then I think 
changing the speed limits isn't going to fix the issue. I do wonder if motorcyclists are 
confusing lane filtering which is now legal with lane splitting and that's what is 
increasing those accidents for that specific population. If accidents are down in other 
areas and it's just motorcycles that are the issue, I think that's worth looking into 
instead of changing the speed limits because that won't fix lane splitting issues.  

54. The flow of traffic on this thoroughfare runs smoothly at 45, traffic has to slow down 
near the high school. Keep traffic flowing on this road. 

55. Change timer on street lights.Sensor in place. Stop wasting tax payers money. 
Unnecessary signs made.  

56. I do not support lowering the speed limit because these roads are primary 
thoroughfares, and reducing speeds will increase congestion and travel time without 
clear evidence of safety benefits. Lowering the limit by 5 mph is unlikely to change 
driving behavior but will require additional enforcement resources that could be better 
used elsewhere. 

57. This will slow traffic down. If people commit egregious speeding, they will do it 
regardless of speed limit.  

58. See above response to Broadway Rd. This is a patch up solution to claim they did 
something when the real issue is not whether you are going 45 or 40, but the fact you 
can almost die at every intersection. It's also ineffective to pedestrians, I say this a 
someone that regularly walks this area, the fast drivers don't care whether it's 40 or 45, 
they will be going 60 anyways. 

59. I think 45 miles per hour works perfectly fine, I don't see any issues with it.  
60. With school zones and traffic cameras, speed is lowered in necessary areas already 
61. Very wide and well used street. Reduced speed meaningless and not a natural speed. 

What is this attachment to 40 around town  Dues anyone impose that limit or is this 
speed trap planning 

62. I don't believe the five mile speed difference will make much of a difference. 
63. Lowering the speed limit does absolutely nothing if the flow of traffic remains between 

45-50mph Issuing more tickets to normal people because of a sudden change during a 
time of economic strain is unnecessary and borderline unethical.  

64. I'm not sure why the city believes it is necessary to change something that has been 
working well for many years. This proposal seems like an unnecessary use of funding. 
I disagree with spending tax dollars on new signs, surveys, and research when the 
current speed limits have been in place for years and appear to be working effectively 
as they are. 

65. Absolutely DO NOT keep reducing speed and/or reduce number of traffic lanes.  
Tempe keeps trying to make Tempe a walk/bike/masstransit/alternative transportation 
city.  This does not solve the auto/pedestrian accident issue. Education for 
pedestrians/scooter riders/bike riders/skateboarders & auto drivers need Education. 
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66. we need to be able to move around more quickly, not slower. Expand the road instead. 
67. There are enough speed reinforcements in Tempe that exist. We just had the 

enhancements with the lights at the major intersections and the floating speed trap. 
Also we have the safety corridors that move as well.Our city does not need to become 
slow everywhere. 

68. It won't work  
69. 45 is a good speed 
70. This is a main thoroughfare for the city and would slow down commuters.  
71. Unnecessary.  
72. Not needed.  I drive it a lot and most aren't even going 45 until they are closer to Price.  
73. Speed reduction is not required. Enforce the current limits.  
74. no more change 
75. Why? lowering the speed is simply not needed. 
76. Not realistic.  Not enforceable . 
77. This is a major thoroughfare and 45 is appropriate for the area.    
78. Same answer as #1.  
79. Speeding and traffic enforcement cameras are unjust, unconstitutional, and take 

money from the working class. 
80. I travel often on this road and do not see the need to reduce the speed limit. I have 

never witnessed an accident on Guadalupe, but of course I am not on the road 24/7.   
81. NO NO NO, the traffic is ridiculous on Guadalupe, enforce the speed limits! 
82. I don't think it is necessary.  
 
Not sure responses:  
1. I don't think it is necessary.  
2. Not an area I get to much so hard to say how needed it is. 
3. There is a ton of data that says changing speed limits don't change driving behavior.  

Two things change speeds, traffic, and street design.  Quit worrying about the speed 
limits and designs streets that make people feel like they should go slower. 

4. I don't travel that road 
5. Don't drive Guadalupe much. 
6. Do not drive or walk that street very often. 
7. Don't travel this route very often. 
8. I do not travel this street. You are going to confuse drivers with so many different speed 

limits. 
9. I am not sure as I do not believe both the public meeting or council presentation provide 

me with enough information to determine if these proposed speed limit changes are 
reasonable and meaningful.  I define these two terms as follows: 
- Reasonable means they fit the road classification and that the roadway physically 
supports the posted speed limit (PSL). 
- Meaningful means they are based on a quantitative process that reviews speed and 
crash data using Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) USLIMITS2 tool, which 
defines the national standard of care for speed limit setting. If Tempe is using 
USLIMITS2, that should be disclosed in public and council presentations. If not, the 
city should explain why, given its role in promoting consistency and safety. The 
process should clearly show whether the proposed speed limit is above, below, or at 
the USLIMITS2 recommendation, calibrated with local crash and speed data. 
Research (see NCHRP Report 504: Design Speed, Operating Speed, and Posted 
Speed Limit Practices) indicates that the PSL is the only independent variable that 
influences driver speed behavior, provided there is a reasonable level of enforcement. 
Typically, 85% of drivers travel at PSL + 5 to 10 mph, which falls under the usual 
enforcement threshold of 11-15 mph over the limit. Pace speed is also important on 
long arterials without frequent interruptions (signals).Why this matters: 
- Reducing mean speed and speed differential improves safety and enables FHWA 
Crash Modification Factors (CMFs) related to speed to help quantify potential crash 
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reduction benefits. 
- The Safe System Approach (Safer People, Safer Roads & Safer Speeds) should be 
used to communicate this point: managing speed is essential to reducing kinetic 
energy and crash severity. 
To reinforce reasonable speed behavior, Tempe should adopt a systematic and 
scheduled speed enforcement program that rotates through all city streets. This could 
include: 
- Set enforcement stations on key arterials with a static speed limit sign, followed by a 
dynamic speed feedback sign, and then a visible police civil traffic enforcement station 
that allows the officer and the offender to pull off the arterial at a safer location. 
- The University of Arizona Center for Applied Transportation Science (CATS) study for 
Pima County DOT found these setups highly effective in reducing speed-related 
crashes. Tempe should replicate this approach and conduct before-and-after studies 
as part of its Vision Zero strategy. Physical design changes should complement 
enforcement: 
- Traffic signals and Roundabouts to manage conflict points and reduce severe crash 
risk. 
- Raised speed table crosswalks on minor arterials, collectors and at roundabouts. 
- Access control medians on roads like Scottsdale Road in north Tempe, allowing left 
turns only at signals and select mid-block locations, plus improved lighting and mid-
block HAWKs. 
- Raised mid-block speed tables on College Avenue and similar Tempe streets to 
reinforce proposed speed limits, especially near curves with crash history. 
- Consider narrowing lanes to 11 feet to encourage lower operating speeds. 
- Curb extension (bulb-outs) like what is being done on Mill Avenue in downtown. 
- Raised intersections to slow speeds in the intersections to help mitigate conflict 
points and reduce severe crash risk. Finally, I do not support zero-tolerance 
enforcement or safety zones based on crash frequency or history. These approaches 
waste resources, send the wrong message, and do not align with best practices. 
Enforcement should aim for reasonable speed and yielding behaviors that reduces 
crash risk, applied equitably across all roads and intersections. Cherry-picking roads or 
intersections based on crash history along for special enforcement often masks 
underlying design issues and unfairly shifts blame to drivers instead of addressing root 
causes that crash risk applies to all roads and intersections. 

10. I do not use Guadalupe often enough to have an opinion. 
11. Seems there is little to no enforcement of the existing speed limits.  Not sure what the 

point is to reduce if the current one is not enforced. 
12. What is the problem? 
13. maybe it's best for the high school kids, but if there isn't a safety issue, it shouldn't be 

lowered. 
14. I think it would be helpful along the intersection of Guadalupe and McClintock but I'm 

not sure of the other sections.  
15. I'm not familiar with that area and I don't drive on Guadalupe very often 
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7. Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for Veterans Way/Fifth Street? 

 
Total responses: 279 
 

8. Why did you select your answer in the previous question? 
 
Yes responses:  
1. It would be consistent across 
2. There is no justifiable reason to drive at excessive speed on roadways where 

pedestrians, cyclists, and turning vehicles are present. Slower is safer 
3. I specifically ride my bike along the corridor often, 25 MPH is more manageable. 
4. A lot of pedestrians in the area - 25 is safer 
5. As an ASU student, it is frustrating how fast people fly through here. I bike along this 

section regularly and walk in this area often. It is unnerving how fast I have been 
passed by cars. A slower speed, so drivers can pay more attention to their 
surroundings, would be beneficial. I drive through this area often as well, and as a 
driver, I would not mind slowing down to make pedestrians and cyclists more 
comfortable.  

6. more appropriate for that part of the city, considering the number of intersections and 
traversal of downtown and student crosswalks 

7. Same response 
8. I support the seed limit change. Speeding has become a major factor impacting traffic 

safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians. Now we also need to address the 
enforcement of the speed limits. 

9. People drive way over speed limit 
10. Yes, lower the speed limit and add protective curbs (concrete!) for the bike lanes. 
11. Protecting pedestrians. 
12. Heavy pedestrian, bicycle traffic. 
13. as above 
14. I believe that reducing the speed limit on this road will make it safer.  
15. Traffic can flow, letting people get to their destination in the same amount of time, with 

infrastructure changes. We do not need small roads like Broadway to be 7 lanes wide, 
wider than highways across most of Europe. Reducing speed limits increases safety 
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. It will also make it safer to enter or exit the 
road. Reducing traffic signal intervals so that you can cross an intersection with less 
frustration, and reducing the amber light duration will help with creating a need to 
actually stop before red. I see a minimum of 1-3 cars go through red at every crossing, 
and if you count amber, you can often see as many as 5-10. And, no danger of 

8%

33%

59%

Not sure (22)

No (92)

Yes (165)
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consequences. In Europe most urban speed limits were dropped from 30mph to 
20mph over the past 5 years, simply because the statistics showed that (with a small 
European car designed for impact with pedestrians) at 30mph a child had a 60% 
chance of being killed, whereas 20mph gave them a 60% chance of survival. This area 
is a highly pedestrian route, where motorists behave terribly. Reducing the speed will 
help. Making the busses use turning signals instead of hazards will also make that 
area less dangerous. 

16. I support this because of the ASU foot traffic, the light rail, and the narrow roadway 
make this a hazardous driving area. This should have been considered in the same 
light as a school zone. 

17. The closer to bus and light rail lines, the slower the speeds should be! 
18. Between light rail, foot traffic, bikes, etc seems like a good change. Granted people will 

still speed like crazy because it's barely enforced (see: Mill Ave north of Rio Salado).  
19. Safety for pedestrians and bicyclists  
20. Very pedestrian and scooter area.  
21. Enforcement might help 
22. Makes this section consistent with adjacent speed limits. 
23. Dorms, stadiums, oblivious college students, trains, etc. 
24. Even though I have lived here less than 6 months, I believe having a decrease in 

speed limits is worthwhile. I believe a good amount of drivers would be willing to drive 
at least 5 mph less than how it is now. From what I've seen around here many drive 
around the speed limit, unless they're passing or being reckless. I think lowering the 
speed limit would help reduce accidents and the likelihood of them. These reasons 
may not sound like strong evidence to lower speed limits, but to me I believe they 
make sense and support lowering the speed limit in the proposed areas here in 
Tempe. 

25. Too many drivers go past the speed limits now.  
26. while i'm not as familiar with this corridor, I'm sure it will be safer. 
27. To make the speed limits consistent, which makes it easier for drivers to remember. 

Also, speed kills so anywhere that we can have slower vehicle traffic means a safer 
environment for everyone. 

28. This stretch is heavily used by pedestrians, cyclists, scooters, the light rail. There is a 
lot going on there and a lower speed would only help to make it safer.  

29. This is a very dense urban area and we don't need fast cars here. There are lots of 
pedestrians, cyclists and bus riders in the area. 

30. This is a busy pedestrian area that links ASU's campus and greek village to essential 
Mill Ave venues.   Lower speeds around pedestrians is essential for safety.   

31. With ASU and college student (walking/biking traffic), 25 MPH seems appropriate. 
32. So many people, cars and trains! Best to slow down  
33. Many  students crossings 
34. Slower speeds = safer and quieter streets for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
35. Slower speeds are safer for all street users. 
36. And warning tickets for a year.  
37. Traveling right though a higher density residential area, the downtown core, and ASU 

stadium and parking structures there is a higher pedestrian activity it would be nicer if 
vehicles moved slower along 5th 

38. I support Vision Zero to eliminate roadway deaths and traffic calming measures are 
critical to the viability of safe communities.  

39. 25 mph consistent speed through heavy pedestrian/bike/scooter use area makes 
sense and keeps it consistent throughout the length of the street. 

40. I am for lower speed limits overall, lowering speed limits improves the safety of 
pedestrians, bicyclists and other drivers.  

41. There are a lot of pedestrians in this area. Speed limit should be lower.  
42. I bike this area, and reducing the speed limit makes bicycling a bit safer, potentially. 
43. Lots of walkers, bikers, students 
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44. Same as previous reasoning; also, too many pedestrians and cyclists to be going so 
fast 

45. seems reasonable in the campus area where many of the drivers are young and 
apparently have NOT taken (or paid attention to) any courses in how to safely drive 
respecting other vehicles on the roads.  

46. Safety 
47. Drivers go well beyond speed limit now. 
48. Slower streets are safer, especially those with bike lanes 
49. I think it'd be safer for the pedestrians and cyclists. 
50. Anywhere even remotely near ASU should have lower speed - you have massive 

amounts of pedestrians and we should focus on their safety by decreasing speeds and 
designing traffic calming roads. 

51. Increased safety for all road users and speed limit consistency. 
52. This is a very obvious neighborhood and the slim streets alone help keep speeds 

down naturally. Needs more street trees though.  Faster cars means more dangerous 
risk for auto-violence (accidents) especially in an area with people/students/children, a 
lot of pedestrians around this area. It's in the ASU vicinity, come on.  Something else 
to consider is installing simple curbs/bollards to keep drivers from driving in the darn 
bikelane.  Also make the bus shelters much better please. 

53. lots of padestrian, bus, bike, scooter traffic in the area. Safer with lower speed limits.  
54. Improved safety 
55. See above answer  
56. Proximity to High Activity Areas: This corridor runs directly adjacent to Arizona State 

University (ASU) and high-density residential/commercial areas (e.g., Downtown 
Tempe, Maple-Ash neighborhood). Lower speeds are crucial where there is a high 
volume of pedestrians, cyclists, and transit users. Safety Threshold: Reducing the 
speed from 30 mph to 25 mph is a critical safety measure. The likelihood of a 
pedestrian fatality drops significantly at 25 mph compared to 30 mph. Shorter stopping 
distances at 25 mph provide drivers more time to react and avoid collisions.Minimal 
Travel Time Impact: As established previously, a 5 MPH reduction will not significantly 
reduce transit times on a road with frequent intersections and traffic signals, as those 
delays are primarily dictated by time spent at stop lights and congestion. The safety 
benefit far outweighs the negligible time difference. 

57. It can be pretty congested around the light rail, cars, and bikers.  
58. Lots of traffic  
59. This is a very foot and bike traffic intense area of the city, the closest area to being foot 

accessible for local residents. 
60. Tired of speeding on city streets 
61. For the same reasons as others people just go way too fast 
62. I believe that lower speed limits will ensure better safety for vehicles and pedestrians.  
63. As a former ASU student, I used to walk around campus a lot. It was very concerning 

at times when drivers would drive fast and almost hit pedestrians when they were not 
paying attention, even at 30 mph. I believe reducing to 25 mph will allow more reaction 
time to pedestrians and bikers. 

64. Lowering the speed limit makes the road safer for all road users and pedestrians. 
Greatly reducing the probability of fatal crashes. What would truly make these roads 
safer and make people follow the speed limit is better street design. Stop making every 
road so straight and wide. This only encourages drivers to go faster regardless of what 
the speed limit is.  

65. Although I don't think that it will do anything to actually curb the speeding problem we 
have, I am hopeful that those who are interested in public safety will follow it. I do see 
the potential danger in those who will speed regardless to go just as fast while 
everyone else slows down, but alongside that concern I would hope that would mean 
that law enforcement would have more of a vested interest in stopping them. As it 
stands, there seems to have been very little (where I have noticed) effort to stop the 
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speed racing that goes on at night. I've personally witnessed the deadly after effects of 
that along with the deadly consequences of people's poor driving habits in general. At 
least once a month I am almost hit or I see an accident unfold in front of me. More 
effort should be placed overall to protect drivers and pedestrians/cyclists from these 
people. 

66. We should decrease speeds anywhere bikes, walkers, dogs, kids commute! 
67. This might make more of a difference, as it is closer to ASU- more congestion. 
68. To make the speed consistent! 
69. 25 is safer with a high number of bikes, scooters, and peds in the area 
70. Veteran's Way/Fifth Street is very congested at times, especially before and after 

special events downtown. if the lights would be re-programmed to allow smooth East-
West flow it would move traffic through town quicker. 

71. This section of road is literally running through a college campus with tons of 
pedestrians.  This section of road should have always been 25mph.   

72. Reducing speed limits will make pedestrians and cyclists safer.  
73. Busy commerce and ASU student area.  
74. too many accidents and speeders 
75. It is time for Tempe to prioritize safety over excessive speeds. 
76. OK - it's downtown near ASU.  I will accept the change. 
77. This is a high foot traffic, active transportation area as well as a connection point for 

transit. It's an area where many ASU students live and where tourists need to be able 
to walk safely. 

78. to reduce the severity of injuries when a crash occurs 
79. Lots of pedestrians 
80. Veteran's Way / Fifth Street can have busy traffic for the width of the road and entries 

from connecting neighborhood streets.  Many drivers are not very watchful.  25 mph is 
more consistent with the posted speed on the adjacent W 5th Street.   

81. This is a very busy area with lots of pedestrians 
82. Lots of foot traffic, plus vegetation along this stretch diminishes visibility 
83. This corridor runs through a dense, pedestrian-heavy area near downtown and ASU. A 

25 mph speed limit aligns with the surrounding land uses and supports safer crossings 
for students, residents, and visitors. 

84. Again, apply the same traffic calming and safety upgrades you did West of Ash all the 
way across when you lower the speed limit. Just installing signs doesn't cut it. 

85. Because speeds are currently too fast and people drive unsafeley in the area.  
86. High foot traffic by ASU.  
87. We are a family that rides our bikes and with the speed limit being 30 most drivers are 

actually going 40-45+ and distracted. There have been way too many accidents with 
pedestrians, bikes with vehicles.  

88. This definitely doesn't need to be 30 mph.  
89. I believe lower speed limits will create a safer environment for bikers and pedestrians. 
90. With all of the multimodal transportation in this area, reducing speed is a great idea 

here. 
91. Can it be lowered to 25 MPH, with protected bike lanes, wider sidewalks and trees 

maintained by the city all along? 
92. People drive way too fast. Slower speed limits are safer. 
93. people drive too fast 
94. Congested area. 
95. See question 1 
96. There a more pedestrian in this area. Let's protect them.  
97. People drive to fast. 
98. I agree with the City that speeds on many of our materials are too high. As especially 

the north part of the city has added a lot of new housing and also commercial and 
office uses, the complexity of street use is too much for high speed limits. 
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99. I think speed limits changing on the same street makes drivers not realize that the 
speed limit is different past a certain point. I see this all the time on SR-51 in the 55 
mph areas. If the speed limit were lower throughout the entire street, that would be 
safer and result in less speeding in the areas that are already lower. 

100. I do believe that given the character of the area 25 would be appropriate. 
101. There's a lot of pedestrian activity in this particular stretch, including the crosswalk at 

Tempe TC. The speed limit needs to be lowered. 
102. I selected yes, because I agree we need to reduce the speed. But if you consider the 

high amount of residential density being added in this area, a speed limit of 20 mph 
would be significantly safer and make this a more thriving area for local businesses.  

103. There is a lot of foot traffic at veterans way and university. There should also be a 
dedicated turn lane from university onto veterans way.  

104. University and pedestrian area. 
105. Same 
106. High pedestrian density.  
107. safety is paramount 
108. I support speed limit reductions in all areas of the city. It is the right thing for the city to 

do and everyone needs to slow down and pay attention.  
109. The sections of that road that I typically drive are pretty narrow, and this street cuts 

through the downtown area. The downtown area, especially Mill Avenue, tends to have 
traffic congestion while attempting to be pedestrian-friendly, so I think the lower speed 
limit is warranted. 

110. Lower speed limits improve public health and safety! 
111. Lots of pedestrian traffic during the academic year and at festival/ special events 
112. I live in this area and we need a better sense of safety coming from drivers. A better 

pedestrian culture.  
113. I believe the heavy foot traffic in the area would benefit from the slower speed, 

however, from S College up to E University Dr, 30 mph seems a more realistic speed. 
114. one constant speed limit for the entire road 
115. It makes the most sense. 
 
No responses:  
1. It is fine the way it is.  
2. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
3. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 30 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
4. 30 is fine 
5. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  Traffic is bad enough. 
6. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, 

and now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by 
further slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy 
work for themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  

7. I feel that the Police need to enforce the existing speed limits as they are today by 
writing tickets to the violators,  It doesn't matter what you change the speed limit to, if 
there is no enforcement, people will continue to speed. Once driver's begin to see the 
Police pulling speeders over for speeding, other drivers will begin to be more aware of 
their speed in that area,  People will begin to talk about these areas with heavy police 
presence for speeding and they will begin to change their driving habits.   "Why reduce 
the speed limits which aren't being enforced now to a slower speed limit which won't 
be enforced?  And if you begin to enforce it once you change the limit to a slower 
speed, shame on you!  The same could have been accomplished by enforcing the 
original speed limit.  By reducing the speed limit, this would be punishing everyone for 
what the few are doing." 

8. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 
have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
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person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

9. The kids at ASU will do the speed that they want to. They are used to 30 and will keep 
doing it. 

10. The modern vehicle can stop almost immediately from 30mph if a pedestrian ends up 
on the road. No reason to change  

11. I run and walk through this area multiple times a week. I love the pedestrian friendly 
atmosphere of the area and the presence of the light rail and street car. I have never 
encountered a car going 30mph that was a problem. The majority of issues along this 
corridor arise from criminal speeding or people who are not familiar with the area 
driving onto the light rail tracks  

12. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 
seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 

13. Increasing the speed in this relatively small area allows for easier traffic flow out of the 
city, especially prevalent during rush hour and college class times 

14. I do not support this bs. 
15. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates 

this issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 
16. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 

reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

17. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

18. Do you even want anyone to get anywhere in Tempe, You already have speed and red 
light cameras that the public did not want.... This is just an effort to increase the tickets 
issued by those cameras.  Driving any where in Tempe, is becoming crowded and 
exhausting!  

19. People will go 30-35 even with the change so there is no point in changing 
20. I don't understand the need for the change.  
21. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 

proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone “just wants it that way”and 
that is not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
- Staff is “right sizing”the speeds to match what is happening in the area. 
- Roadway functions can change over time. 
- Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

22. No need to reduce speed. this is not a residential area and ped access is limited by 
ASU 

23. It seems fine the way it is. 
24. 30 is low enough  
25. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 

busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

26. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in 
the posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting 
to take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break 
the speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I 
believe that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be 
a good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
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see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over 
Tempe is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this 
survey.  

27. If there are issues with people on bikes or scooters causing issues in this area, maybe 
you should look into them. Lowering the speed limit isn't going to stop bike riders from 
riding the wrong way, scooters from doing whatever they want, and people jaywalking 
or darting into traffic.  

28. Because I need to get where I am going.  I don't want to crawl all the way to work. 
29. Reducing speed limits is a waste of time if there's no enforcement. This is the case for 

previous reductions in speed limits. There's been little enforcement. 
30. 25 mph is just too slow.  
31. People who speed will continue to speed. Lowering the speed limit, has shown in 

study after study, to often INCREASE traffic accidents in this state. I trust the research. 
32. See above. 
33. There is no valid reason for this change.  Where  are the 85th percentile speed studies 

to justify it? 
34. The speed limit merely indicates the speed at which police an issue tickets. Per AZ 

DOT website: https://azdot.gov/business/engineering-and-
construction/traffic/faq/establishing-speed-limits ""Before and after" studies 
consistently demonstrate that there are no significant changes in traffic speeds 
following the posting of new or revised speed limits. Furthermore, no published 
research findings have established any direct relationship between posted speed limits 
and crash frequency..." As no data has been presented about the 85th percentile 
speeds and ADOT is clear that this will not accomplish any objectives other than the 
ability to write speeding tickets for lower speeds, this proposal should be called out for 
what it is: creating an enforcement speed trap to raise revenue. 

35. Current limits are not effectively followed or enforced.   If there is s safety concern,  
let's start by following the current limit.   Further reduction is futile.  

36. Current speed limits are appropriate  
37. Tempe leadership is proposing this change while providing little to no quantitative data 

to support the push to make this change. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph will have 
no actual effect on safety. Leadership is doing this to give the appearance that they 
are working without addressing the more difficult root cause of car accidents. Tempe 
leadership should focus on making actual changes to specific road conditions rather 
than impose lower speeds on major roadways. We need better Leadership for Tempe! 

38. Tired of City council arbitrarily changing those speed limits and putting in photo radar. 
It's all about making money! 

39. 25!?!?!? WTF?!?!?!  What are you smoking?!??!?  Raise it to 45! 
40. We need faster speeds on the roads, not slower.  Pedestrians shouldn't be playing in 

the streets and expecting everyone to stop what they are doing when they are too lazy 
to use a crosswalk at a light where cars are stopped  

41. No one will ever go 25. Every time I travel through a school zone everyone is speeding 
in Mesa, Chandler, and Tempe so this will never work. Even in large cities the lowest 
speed is 30. This is going to be an epic fail and infuriate drivers. You are going to 
confuse drivers with so many different speed limits. 

42. If the change is only being made to increased motorcycle accidents then I think 
changing the speed limits isn't going to fix the issue. I do wonder if motorcyclists are 
confusing lane filtering which is now legal with lane splitting and that's what is 
increasing those accidents for that specific population. If accidents are down in other 
areas and it's just motorcycles that are the issue, I think that's worth looking into 
instead of changing the speed limits because that won't fix lane splitting issues.  

43. Resident neighborhoods all 30. Stay with laws. Stop ridiculous engineering 
recommendations. Stop wasting tax payers money  

44. I do not support lowering the speed limit because these roads are primary 
thoroughfares, and reducing speeds will increase congestion and travel time without 
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clear evidence of safety benefits. Lowering the limit by 5 mph is unlikely to change 
driving behavior but will require additional enforcement resources that could be better 
used elsewhere. 

45. This will slow traffic down. If people commit egregious speeding, they will do it 
regardless of speed limit.  

46. I'm an ASU alumni who heavily transited towards lot 59 as I parked there. There's 
already heavy traffic in this area and making it even slower will make it worse due to 
the amount of distracted drivers in this area. Focus on the real problem which is 
people on their phones, not random 5mph changes. 

47. I think 30 miles per hour works perfectly fine, I don't see any issues with it.  
48. Traffic will naturally slow due to congestion and crosswalks 
49. Lowering the speed limit does absolutely nothing if the flow of traffic remains between 

45-50mph Issuing more tickets to normal people because of a sudden change during a 
time of economic strain is unnecessary and borderline unethical.  

50. I like the speed limit like it is.  I'm not sure why the city believes it is necessary to 
change something that has been working well for many years. This proposal seems 
like an unnecessary use of funding. I disagree with spending tax dollars on new signs, 
surveys, and research when the current speed limits have been in place for years and 
appear to be working effectively as they are. 

51. Absolutely DO NOT keep reducing speed and/or reduce number of traffic lanes.  
Tempe keeps trying to make Tempe a walk/bike/masstransit/alternative transportation 
city.  This does not solve the auto/pedestrian accident issue. 
Education for pedestrians/scooter riders/bike riders/skateboarders & auto drivers need 
Education. 

52. There are enough speed reinforcements in Tempe that exist. We just had the 
enhancements with the lights at the major intersections and the floating speed trap. 
Also we have the safety corridors that move as well.Our city does not need to become 
slow everywhere. 

53. People won't reduce their speed 
54. 30 is a good speed 
55. Too slow for that street 
56. Speed reduction is not required. Enforce the current limits.  
57. no more change 
58. If people aren't going 30 already, they're not gonna go 25 dude lol 
59. Not realistic.  Not enforceable. 
60. Same answer as #1.  
61. There is too much traffic to slow it down so much. Enforce the speed limit! 

 
Not sure responses:  
1. Not sure; I never drive on that way/street. 
2. Pedestrians frequently outnumber vehicles in much of this area.  Light rail also crosses 

Veteran's Way.  If vehicles are to continue to be permitted along this corridor speed 
limits should be lowered to enhance safety.   

3. There is a ton of data that says changing speed limits don't change driving behavior.  
Two things change speeds, traffic, and street design.  Quit worrying about the speed 
limits and designs streets that make people feel like they should go slower. 

4. Don't drive this section of road. 
5. If this slow down contributes to the safety of students walking that would be wise.  

Otherwise, 30 mph enforced is a good speed.  Hard to keep the speed consistent at 25 
because many new cars only coast at 25 mph 

6. I never drive here. 
7. Don't see anyone ever going 30 here anyway. Traffic makes it slower already.  
8. It makes sense to consider this change based on an analysis of pedestrian data on 

this section of road. 
9. I'm not familiar with this area. 
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10. I am not sure as I do not believe both the public meeting or council presentation 
provide me with enough information to determine if these proposed speed limit 
changes are reasonable and meaningful.  I define these two terms as follows: 
- Reasonable means they fit the road classification and that the roadway physically 
supports the posted speed limit (PSL). 
- Meaningful means they are based on a quantitative process that reviews speed and 
crash data using Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) USLIMITS2 tool, which 
defines the national standard of care for speed limit setting. If Tempe is using 
USLIMITS2, that should be disclosed in public and council presentations. If not, the 
city should explain why, given its role in promoting consistency and safety. The 
process should clearly show whether the proposed speed limit is above, below, or at 
the USLIMITS2 recommendation, calibrated with local crash and speed data. 
Research (see NCHRP Report 504: Design Speed, Operating Speed, and Posted 
Speed Limit Practices) indicates that the PSL is the only independent variable that 
influences driver speed behavior, provided there is a reasonable level of enforcement. 
Typically, 85% of drivers travel at PSL + 5 to 10 mph, which falls under the usual 
enforcement threshold of 11-15 mph over the limit. Pace speed is also important on 
long arterials without frequent interruptions (signals).Why this matters: 
- Reducing mean speed and speed differential improves safety and enables FHWA 
Crash Modification Factors (CMFs) related to speed to help quantify potential crash 
reduction benefits. 
- The Safe System Approach (Safer People, Safer Roads & Safer Speeds) should be 
used to communicate this point: managing speed is essential to reducing kinetic 
energy and crash severity. 
To reinforce reasonable speed behavior, Tempe should adopt a systematic and 
scheduled speed enforcement program that rotates through all city streets. This could 
include: 
- Set enforcement stations on key arterials with a static speed limit sign, followed by a 
dynamic speed feedback sign, and then a visible police civil traffic enforcement station 
that allows the officer and the offender to pull off the arterial at a safer location. 
- The University of Arizona Center for Applied Transportation Science (CATS) study for 
Pima County DOT found these setups highly effective in reducing speed-related 
crashes. Tempe should replicate this approach and conduct before-and-after studies 
as part of its Vision Zero strategy. Physical design changes should complement 
enforcement: 
- Traffic signals and Roundabouts to manage conflict points and reduce severe crash 
risk. 
- Raised speed table crosswalks on minor arterials, collectors and at roundabouts. 
- Access control medians on roads like Scottsdale Road in north Tempe, allowing left 
turns only at signals and select mid-block locations, plus improved lighting and mid-
block HAWKs. 
- Raised mid-block speed tables on College Avenue and similar Tempe streets to 
reinforce proposed speed limits, especially near curves with crash history. 
- Consider narrowing lanes to 11 feet to encourage lower operating speeds. 
- Curb extension (bulb-outs) like what is being done on Mill Avenue in downtown. 
- Raised intersections to slow speeds in the intersections to help mitigate conflict 
points and reduce severe crash risk. Finally, I do not support zero-tolerance 
enforcement or safety zones based on crash frequency or history. These approaches 
waste resources, send the wrong message, and do not align with best practices. 
Enforcement should aim for reasonable speed and yielding behaviors that reduces 
crash risk, applied equitably across all roads and intersections. Cherry-picking roads or 
intersections based on crash history along for special enforcement often masks 
underlying design issues and unfairly shifts blame to drivers instead of addressing root 
causes that crash risk applies to all roads and intersections. 
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11. Seems there is little to no enforcement of the existing speed limits.  Not sure what the 
point is to reduce if the current one is not enforced. 

12. I don't think it's necessary, though the university kids may have an issue with the 
speed of traffic. 

13. I do not travel very often on that road, so am not sure how to respond. 
 
9. Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for Miller Road?  

 
Total responses: 278 

 
10. Why did you select your answer in the previous question?  

 
Yes responses:  
1. I would reduce the speed to 30 till the turn 
2. There is no justifiable reason to drive at excessive speed on roadways where 

pedestrians, cyclists, and turning vehicles are present. Slower is safer 
3. It is a perfect place South of Curry for there to be young children around, so the lower 

speed limit would be better 
4. This is another section of road that is often frequented by cyclists. As a driver and a 

cyclist, I would not mind a slower speed limit!  
5. consistency over longer distance and resultant safer travel 
6. Same response.  Speed limits are useless unless there inforced.  
7. I support the seed limit change. Speeding has become a major factor impacting traffic 

safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians.  
8. People drive way over speed limit 
9. Protecting pedestrians. 
10. A change from 35 mph to 30 mph would provide a smoother transition from high 

density development near Rio Salado to suburban development north of McKellips 
Road.  This is also a popular bicycle corridor. 

11. as above 
12. I believe that reducing the speed limit on this road will make it safer.  
13. Traffic can flow, letting people get to their destination in the same amount of time, with 

infrastructure changes. We do not need small roads like Broadway to be 7 lanes wide, 
wider than highways across most of Europe. Reducing speed limits increases safety 
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. It will also make it safer to enter or exit the 
road. Reducing traffic signal intervals so that you can cross an intersection with less 
frustration, and reducing the amber light duration will help with creating a need to 
actually stop before red. I see a minimum of 1-3 cars go through red at every crossing, 
and if you count amber, you can often see as many as 5-10. And, no danger of 

13%

41%

46%

Not sure (35)

No (114)

Yes (129)
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consequences. In Europe most urban speed limits were dropped from 30mph to 
20mph over the past 5 years, simply because the statistics showed that (with a small 
European car designed for impact with pedestrians) at 30mph a child had a 60% 
chance of being killed, whereas 20mph gave them a 60% chance of survival.  

14. This is the beginning of a slowing area as more traffic comes into Tempe. 
15. I would prefer everything north of Curry to be 30 mph, but it's a start. The section 

between McKellips & McDowell really has the same makeup as the section south of 
McKellips: lots of single & multifamily residences and parks. 

16. Even though I have lived here less than 6 months, I believe having a decrease in 
speed limits is worthwhile. I believe a good amount of drivers would be willing to drive 
at least 5 mph less than how it is now. From what I've seen around here many drive 
around the speed limit, unless they're passing or being reckless. I think lowering the 
speed limit would help reduce accidents and the likelihood of them.These reasons may 
not sound like strong evidence to lower speed limits, but to me I believe they make 
sense and support lowering the speed limit in the proposed areas here in Tempe. 

17. Too many drivers go past the speed limits now.  
18. It be safer 
19. To make the speed limits consistent, which makes it easier for drivers to remember. 

Also, speed kills so anywhere that we can have slower vehicle traffic means a safer 
environment for everyone. 

20. This is an area that could be beautiful and peaceful, especially with the improvements 
going in along Indian Bend Wash which will make the area more walkable and 
bikeable. Slower speeds are more appropriate here. 

21. Given residence, park, and schools a lower speed should help prevent accidents. 
22. Speeding and pedestrian crossings in addition to the curves approaching the lake. 

Much traffic turning in and out of Playa Del Norte businesses. 
23. Slower speeds = safer and quieter streets for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
24. Slower speeds are safer for all street users. 
25. Yes, and have warning tickets for a year. 
26. I support Vision Zero to eliminate roadway deaths and traffic calming measures are 

critical to the viability of safe communities.  
27. Drivers simply need to slow down 
28. I do not drive this area hardly at all, so no real opinion.  
29. Safety 
30. to support pedestrians and cyclists on their way to tempe town lake for walks, runs, 

and bike rides!  
31. Drivers go well beyond speed limit now. 
32. Slower streets are safer, especially those with bike lanes 
33. I think it'd be safer for the pedestrians and cyclists. 
34. Decreases are pretty always a positive, this also provides a smoother change from 35 

-> 30 -> 25 rather than jumping from 35 -> 25. 
35. Increased safety for all road users and a more gradual speed limit change. 
36. This is a very obvious neighborhood and the slim streets alone help keep speeds 

down naturally. Needs more street trees though.  Faster cars means more dangerous 
risk for auto-violence (accidents) especially in an area with people/students/children, a 
lot of pedestrians around this area. There's parks and schools nearby so this makes 
the decision easy. Something else to consider is installing simple curbs/bollards to 
keep drivers from driving in the darn bikelane.  Also making cycle paths 
better/physically separated from the road can help boost local children's 
indepencence. 

37. Improved safety 
38. This is extremely necessary. Easy too fast on this road! 
39. See previous answers 
40. Tired of speeding on city streets 
41. Reducing speed limits is a small but important step in quality of life, 
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42. I believe that lower speed limits will ensure better safety for vehicles and pedestrians.  
43. Lowering the speed limit makes the road safer for all road users and pedestrians. 

Greatly reducing the probability of fatal crashes. What would truly make these roads 
safer and make people follow the speed limit is better street design. Stop making every 
road so straight and wide. This only encourages drivers to go faster regardless of what 
the speed limit is.  

44. BIG yes. 
45. Although I don't think that it will do anything to actually curb the speeding problem we 

have, I am hopeful that those who are interested in public safety will follow it. I do see 
the potential danger in those who will speed regardless to go just as fast while 
everyone else slows down, but alongside that concern I would hope that would mean 
that law enforcement would have more of a vested interest in stopping them. As it 
stands, there seems to have been very little (where I have noticed) effort to stop the 
speed racing that goes on at night. I've personally witnessed the deadly after effects of 
that along with the deadly consequences of people's poor driving habits in general. At 
least once a month I am almost hit or I see an accident unfold in front of me. More 
effort should be placed overall to protect drivers and pedestrians/cyclists from these 
people. 

46. We should decrease speeds anywhere bikes, walkers, dogs, kids commute! 
47. I bike this section of Miller often. Lower speed limits are a important component of 

creating a safer bike infrastructure in the City of Tempe.  
48. Reducing speed limits will make pedestrians and cyclists safer.  
49. A back way into Scottsdale. 
50. too many accidents and speeders 
51. It is time for Tempe to prioritize safety over excessive speeds. 
52. to reduce the severity of injuries when a crash occurs 
53. People drive too fast 
54. Miller Road gets a lot of 'spillover' traffic from Scottsdale Road.  It often has very 

congested traffic for the width of the road.  Many drivers are not very watchful.  30 mph 
will slow down the traffic as the cars go into the 25 mph curve.   

55. Miller functions more like a neighborhood connector than a high-speed arterial. 
Lowering the limit to 30 mph improves safety for people accessing homes, parks, and 
side streets while keeping traffic moving smoothly. 

56. Because speeds are currently too fast and people drive unsafeley in the area.  
57. We are a family that rides our bikes and with the speed limit being 35 most drivers are 

actually going 40-45+ and distracted. There have been way too many accidents with 
pedestrians, bikes with vehicles.  

58. People drive way too fast here. If you want to help promote safer streets for walking & 
biking, we need to lower the speed limits.  

59. I believe lower speed limits will create a safer environment for bikers and pedestrians. 
60. I honestly don't travel this route often, but support reducing speed limits to test their 

safety impact. 
61. I would prefer it be lowered to 30 MPH and 25 MPH, with design upgrades like 

protected bike lanes, wider sidewalks and trees maintained by the city along the route 
62. People drive way too fast. Slower speed limits are safer. 
63. people drive too fast 
64. See question 1 
65. People drive to fast. 
66. I agree with the City that speeds on many of our materials are too high. As especially 

the north part of the city has added a lot of new housing and also commercial and 
office uses, the complexity of street use is too much for high speed limits. 

67. I think speed limits changing on the same street makes drivers not realize that the 
speed limit is different past a certain point. I see this all the time on SR-51 in the 55 
mph areas. If the speed limit were lower throughout the entire street, that would be 
safer and result in less speeding in the areas that are already lower. 
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68. There's a lot of newer, dense residential going up around Curry/Miller that I think 
lowering it to 30mph makes sense. 

69. I frequently ride my bike on this stretch and cars are often going in excess of 50 mph. I 
dont necessarily blame them, the road design invites this behavior. In addition to 
reducing the speed limit, traffic calming should be added.  

70. Helps slow down traffic to turn 
71. Same 
72. Parks and other amenities as you continue to drive north on milller attract families and 

other pedestrians.  
73. safety is paramount 
74. I support speed limit reductions in all areas of the city. It is the right thing for the city to 

do and everyone needs to slow down and pay attention.  
75. I've seen people driving way over the speed limit all over the city, and some of them 

think that, by going faster, they can legally force others to go faster because people 
have an obligation to keep up with "the speed of traffic." I'd like to see some push-back 
on that notion by having the speed limit reduced.  

76. Lower speed limits improve public health and safety! 
77. Parks and residential zoning in the area, higher likelihood of younger citizens at risk 

with higher speeds 
78. As a pedestrian, we need better driving ettiquete.  
79. It makes the most sense. 
 
No responses:  
1. It is fine the way it is.  
2. There are now new speed bumps along that highlighted area which will already work 

at slowing down the Miller Rd. traffic  
3. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
4. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 35 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
5. 35 is fine 
6. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  There are not pedestrians in the area.  

Traffic is bad enough. 
7. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, 

and now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by 
further slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy 
work for themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  

8. I feel that the Police need to enforce the existing speed limits as they are today by 
writing tickets to the violators,  It doesn't matter what you change the speed limit to, if 
there is no enforcement, people will continue to speed. Once driver's begin to see the 
Police pulling speeders over for speeding, other drivers will begin to be more aware of 
their speed in that area,  People will begin to talk about these areas with heavy police 
presence for speeding and they will begin to change their driving habits.   "Why reduce 
the speed limits which aren't being enforced now to a slower speed limit which won't 
be enforced?  And if you begin to enforce it once you change the limit to a slower 
speed, shame on you!  The same could have been accomplished by enforcing the 
original speed limit.  By reducing the speed limit, this would be punishing everyone for 
what the few are doing." 

9. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 
have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

10. There has been no significant or noticeable change to pedestrian/bicycle traffic to 
require reducing the speed limit in these areas 
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11. I live in this area. Miller serves as a fantastic alternative to Scottsdale road, especially 
right now during football season and ongoing construction in the area. 30mph is 
perfect for this road 

12. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 
seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 

13. You want to lower it to 25 miles an hour on a main strip of road. It's like yeah people 
don't even think about things. Do not live in Tempe? This is gonna impede traffic 
substantially. You're asking the speed limit to be crawling on a main strip on university 
Avenue. Yall should be ashamed of yourselves. 

14. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates 
this issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 

15. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 
reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

16. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

17. Two things, first it's 35 in the Scottsdale portion so no-one is going to go 30. Further at 
35 no-one goes the speed limit already even with a constant amount of Scottsdale PD 
on the street. At worst it'll just lead to more aggressive driving and road rage, as a 2 
lane road, when the rare few people go either 5 over or the proposed speed limit.  

18. This road is slow enough when there is lots of traffic on it... 
19. The proposal of 30 mph is inconsistent with both adjoining blocks - one 25 mph and 

the other 35 mph.  This section is proposed to have speed humps, which are not 
compatible with a 30 mph speed.  This section, adjacent to parks and playgrounds, 
and planned to have speed humps, should be reduced to 25 mph, consistent with the 
adjoining block. 

20. Keep it consistent  
21. I don't understand the need for the change.  
22. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 

proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone “just wants it that way.”This is 
not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
- Staff is “right sizing”the speeds to match what is happening in the area. 
- Roadway functions can change over time. 
- Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

23. It seems fine the way it is. 
24. Too many changes in too short a distance.  Keep it consistent at either 30 or 35. 
25. 35 is ideal for this stretch of road. 
26. Now that 6 speed bumps have been installed (without striping for easy viewing) in a 

one mile stretch on Miller from McKellips to Curry, you can't even average 30 mph.  
This whole improvement is a fiasco and the residents who pushed for it have moved 
out of state.  I have lived in this area for 27 years and never encountered speeding or 
other safety issues. 

27. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 
busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

28. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in 
the posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting 
to take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break 
the speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I 
believe that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
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motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be 
a good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over 
Tempe is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this 
survey.  

29. Area has functioned with 35 north of Curry, there is a signalized intersection at Curry 
making the natural transition from 35 to 25, please do not do mid-block changes in 
speed; keep 35 north of Curry.  

30. Miller in this area is too slow already.  
31. Because I need to get where I am going.  I don't want to crawl all the way to work. 
32. I believe it is already at a safe speed. 
33. Not as busy of an area, dont see need 
34. Reducing speed limits is a waste of time if there's no enforcement. This is the case for 

previous reductions in speed limits. There's been little enforcement. 
35. I rarely driver here. When I do, 35 was safe and prudent. 
36. People who speed will continue to speed. Lowering the speed limit, has shown in 

study after study, to often INCREASE traffic accidents in this state. I trust the research. 
37. See above. 
38. There is no valid reason for this change.  Where  are the 85th percentile speed studies 

to justify it? 
39. It will be out of sync with the northern portion. Leave it as is. 
40. The speed limit merely indicates the speed at which police an issue tickets. Per AZ 

DOT website: https://azdot.gov/business/engineering-and-
construction/traffic/faq/establishing-speed-limits ""Before and after" studies 
consistently demonstrate that there are no significant changes in traffic speeds 
following the posting of new or revised speed limits. Furthermore, no published 
research findings have established any direct relationship between posted speed limits 
and crash frequency..." As no data has been presented about the 85th percentile 
speeds and ADOT is clear that this will not accomplish any objectives other than the 
ability to write speeding tickets for lower speeds, this proposal should be called out for 
what it is: creating an enforcement speed trap to raise revenue. 

41. Current limits are not effectively followed or enforced.   If there is s safety concern,  
let's start by following the current limit.   Further reduction is futile.  

42. The speed limit should be as consistent as possible on the same road.  
43. There is no reasonable reason to decrease speed limits on roads designed and 

controlled for the current speed limits.  
44. Current speed limits are appropriate  
45. I believe that the existing speed limit is adequate for current street design and size as 

well as for the vehicle and pedestrian traffic of that area. The current speed limit 
enhances the flow of traffic.  

46. Tempe leadership is proposing this change while providing little to no quantitative data 
to support the push to make this change. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph will have 
no actual effect on safety. Leadership is doing this to give the appearance that they 
are working without addressing the more difficult root cause of car accidents. Tempe 
leadership should focus on making actual changes to specific road conditions rather 
than impose lower speeds on major roadways. We need better Leadership for Tempe! 

47. Tired of City council arbitrarily changing those speed limits and putting in photo radar. 
It's all about making money! 

48. I can walk faster.  Raise the speed limit.  I got places to go and people to see. 
49. We need faster speeds on the roads, not slower.  Pedestrians shouldn't be playing in 

the streets and expecting everyone to stop what they are doing when they are too lazy 
to use a crosswalk at a light where cars are stopped  

50. If the change is only being made to increased motorcycle accidents then I think 
changing the speed limits isn't going to fix the issue. I do wonder if motorcyclists are 
confusing lane filtering which is now legal with lane splitting and that's what is 



48  

increasing those accidents for that specific population. If accidents are down in other 
areas and it's just motorcycles that are the issue, I think that's worth looking into 
instead of changing the speed limits because that won't fix lane splitting issues.  

51. Neighborhoods 30 by laws. Stay with laws Lawsuits costly Cut waste of tax payers 
money  

52. I do not support lowering the speed limit because these roads are primary 
thoroughfares, and reducing speeds will increase congestion and travel time without 
clear evidence of safety benefits. Lowering the limit by 5 mph is unlikely to change 
driving behavior but will require additional enforcement resources that could be better 
used elsewhere. 

53. This will slow traffic down. If people commit egregious speeding, they will do it 
regardless of speed limit.  

54. Useless change. 
55. I think 30 miles per hour works perfectly fine, I don't see any issues with it.  
56. The entire strip should be 35 or 30 including the 25mph section.   
57. Are we not capable of a 20 mph change . Seems unneeded  
58. I don't believe the five mile speed difference will make much of a difference. 
59. This road can handle 35 just fine 
60. Lowering the speed limit does absolutely nothing if the flow of traffic remains between 

45-50mph Issuing more tickets to normal people because of a sudden change during a 
time of economic strain is unnecessary and borderline unethical.  

61. Why change something that has been working just fine for many years.  I'm not sure 
why the city believes it is necessary to change something that has been working well 
for many years. This proposal seems like an unnecessary use of funding. I disagree 
with spending tax dollars on new signs, surveys, and research when the current speed 
limits have been in place for years and appear to be working effectively as they are. 

62. Traffic on side streets already moves below the speed limit during a significant portion 
of the day due to congestion and traffic and road construction. Therefore is not 
necessary to lower the speed limit is that would further impede traffic moving slow and 
creating more congestion.  

63. Absolutely DO NOT keep reducing speed and/or reduce number of traffic lanes.  
Tempe keeps trying to make Tempe a walk/bike/masstransit/alternative transportation 
city.  This does not solve the auto/pedestrian accident issue. Education for 
pedestrians/scooter riders/bike riders/skateboarders & auto drivers need Education. 

64. we need to be able to move around more quickly, not slower. Expand the road instead. 
65. There are enough speed reinforcements in Tempe that exist. We just had the 

enhancements with the lights at the major intersections and the floating speed trap. 
Also we have the safety corridors that move as well.Our city does not need to become 
slow everywhere. 

66. 35 is a good speed 
67. Too slow for that street. 
68. Speed reduction is not required. Enforce the current limits.  
69. no more change 
70. Lacks consistency and no good reason for the reduction. 
71. There's ample space to avoid the roads if you're walking or on wheels.  
72. Not realistic. Not enforceable. 
73. it might be a good way to slow down between 35 and 25, but most folks driving that 

don't need to slow down until they get closer to the high rises and the in-and-out. 
74. Zero serious injury or fatal accidents in the past 5 years. This will make the speed limit 

less consistent.  
75. Same answer as #1.  
76. Speeding and traffic enforcement cameras are unjust, unconstitutional, and take 

money from the working class. 
77. There is too much traffic to slow it down so much. Enforce the speed limit! 
78. needs to be one constant speed limit for the entire road, and I recommend 35mph 
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Not sure responses:  
1. Haven't been on Miller Road for YEARS.  If it's a residential street, I support the 

change.  If not; no. 
2. I don't have much experience with this area. 
3. I don't drive this area and am not sure what is appropriate.  If safety is driving the 

change, I agree. 
4. I don't feel this is warranted in this section but also haven't been up here enough to 

know 
5. Never travel on Miller 
6. There is a ton of data that says changing speed limits don't change driving behavior.  

Two things change speeds, traffic, and street design.  Quit worrying about the speed 
limits and designs streets that make people feel like they should go slower. 

7. I dont spend much time on Miller Road so am not familiar with it.  
8. Don't drive this section of road. 
9. I'm not familiar enough with the area.  
10. There is a bike/walk/multi use path that parallels miller and currently nothing in that 

area (unless there are apartments going in there, which maybe I remember). If there 
are apartments, reduce the speed limit. If not, maybe it's ok as is. 

11. Don't drive it 
12. I never travel this street. You are going to confuse drivers with so many different speed 

limits. 
13. I would defer to the feedback of the residents and businesses on/near this segment of 

road. 
14. I'm not familiar with this area.  
15. Don't drive this street often 
16. I am not sure as I do not believe both the public meeting or council presentation 

provide me with enough information to determine if these proposed speed limit 
changes are reasonable and meaningful.  I define these two terms as follows:-
Reasonable means they fit the road classification and that the roadway physically 
supports the posted speed limit (PSL). 
- Meaningful means they are based on a quantitative process that reviews speed and 
crash data using Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) USLIMITS2 tool, which 
defines the national standard of care for speed limit setting. If Tempe is using 
USLIMITS2, that should be disclosed in public and council presentations. If not, the 
city should explain why, given its role in promoting consistency and safety. The 
process should clearly show whether the proposed speed limit is above, below, or at 
the USLIMITS2 recommendation, calibrated with local crash and speed data. 
Research (see NCHRP Report 504: Design Speed, Operating Speed, and Posted 
Speed Limit Practices) indicates that the PSL is the only independent variable that 
influences driver speed behavior, provided there is a reasonable level of enforcement. 
Typically, 85% of drivers travel at PSL + 5 to 10 mph, which falls under the usual 
enforcement threshold of 11-15 mph over the limit. Pace speed is also important on 
long arterials without frequent interruptions (signals). Why this matters: 
- Reducing mean speed and speed differential improves safety and enables FHWA 
Crash Modification Factors (CMFs) related to speed to help quantify potential crash 
reduction benefits. 
- The Safe System Approach (Safer People, Safer Roads & Safer Speeds) should be 
used to communicate this point: managing speed is essential to reducing kinetic 
energy and crash severity.To reinforce reasonable speed behavior, Tempe should 
adopt a systematic and scheduled speed enforcement program that rotates through all 
city streets. This could include: 
- Set enforcement stations on key arterials with a static speed limit sign, followed by a 
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dynamic speed feedback sign, and then a visible police civil traffic enforcement station 
that allows the officer and the offender to pull off the arterial at a safer location. 
- The University of Arizona Center for Applied Transportation Science (CATS) study for 
Pima County DOT found these setups highly effective in reducing speed-related 
crashes. Tempe should replicate this approach and conduct before-and-after studies 
as part of its Vision Zero strategy. Physical design changes should complement 
enforcement: 
- Traffic signals and Roundabouts to manage conflict points and reduce severe crash 
risk. 
- Raised speed table crosswalks on minor arterials, collectors and at roundabouts. 
- Access control medians on roads like Scottsdale Road in north Tempe, allowing left 
turns only at signals and select mid-block locations, plus improved lighting and mid-
block HAWKs. 
- Raised mid-block speed tables on College Avenue and similar Tempe streets to 
reinforce proposed speed limits, especially near curves with crash history. 
- Consider narrowing lanes to 11 feet to encourage lower operating speeds. 
- Curb extension (bulb-outs) like what is being done on Mill Avenue in downtown. 
- Raised intersections to slow speeds in the intersections to help mitigate conflict 
points and reduce severe crash risk. Finally, I do not support zero-tolerance 
enforcement or safety zones based on crash frequency or history. These approaches 
waste resources, send the wrong message, and do not align with best practices. 
Enforcement should aim for reasonable speed and yielding behaviors that reduces 
crash risk, applied equitably across all roads and intersections. Cherry-picking roads or 
intersections based on crash history along for special enforcement often masks 
underlying design issues and unfairly shifts blame to drivers instead of addressing root 
causes that crash risk applies to all roads and intersections. 

17. I do not use Miller often enough to have an opinion, but I'm not sure that there is that 
heavy of a traffic flow that it needs to be slowed down. 

18. I'm unfamiliar with this area.  
19. Do not travel along this road 
20. Don't drive Miller quite enough to have a valid opinion. 
21. Seems there is little to no enforcement of the existing speed limits.  Not sure what the 

point is to reduce if the current one is not enforced. 
22. What is the problem 
23. Who NEEDS it lowered, and why? 
24. Not that familiar with the area but as it is not a major Thorofare I would lean towards 

supporting the change. 
25. I do not travel very often on that road, so am not sure how to respond. 
26. I don't travel in that area and I'm not sure of the extent of foot traffic.  The nearby bike 

trails should be utilized for cyclists 
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11.  Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for McKellips Road? 

       
Total responses: 278 
 
12.Why did you select your answer in the previous question?  
 

      Yes responses:  
1. There is no justifiable reason to drive at excessive speed on roadways where 

pedestrians, cyclists, and turning vehicles are present. Slower is safer 
2. I haven't been in that area for a while. But with the new roundabout going in at College 

& McKellips, it makes sense. 
3. There are a lot of cyclists and pedestrians in this area due to Papago Park, and a 

slower speed limit would make the area feel safer.  
4. more appropriate, considering growth in the area 
5. Same response as others  
6. I support the seed limit change. Speeding has become a major factor impacting traffic 

safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians. . 
7. People drive way over speed limit 
8. Protecting pedestrians. 
9. This is an access route to Papago Park for pedestrians and cyclists.  A lower speed 

limit would provide a safer space for mixed use travel. 
10. as above 
11. I believe that reducing the speed limit on this road will make it safer.  
12. Traffic can flow, letting people get to their destination in the same amount of time, with 

infrastructure changes. We do not need small roads like Broadway to be 7 lanes wide, 
wider than highways across most of Europe. Reducing speed limits increases safety 
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. It will also make it safer to enter or exit the 
road. Reducing traffic signal intervals so that you can cross an intersection with less 
frustration, and reducing the amber light duration will help with creating a need to 
actually stop before red. I see a minimum of 1-3 cars go through red at every crossing, 
and if you count amber, you can often see as many as 5-10. And, no danger of 
consequences. In Europe most urban speed limits were dropped from 30mph to 
20mph over the past 5 years, simply because the statistics showed that (with a small 
European car designed for impact with pedestrians) at 30mph a child had a 60% 
chance of being killed, whereas 20mph gave them a 60% chance of survival.  

11%

40%

49%

Not Sure (32)

No (110)

Yes (136)
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13. Unlike the other corridors on this feedback form, Mickellips in this area is essentially a 
"road to nowhere" with driveways that literally exit onto the roadway  

14. I support all reduction in speed limits. Reduction in speed limits is great for businesses! 
 
Our streets need to be safe for all users, which includes pedestrians, cyclists, transit 
users, and cars. Data shows that reduced speed does not impact congestion, as traffic 
lights are timed appropriately and folks who need to travel at higher speeds then travel 
on our highways, which in Tempe are accessible and plentiful. While reduction in 
speed is a great first step, additional changes should include infrastructure changes to 
make the streets more difficult to speed along including bump outs, medians, barriered 
bike lanes and bus-only lanes.  

15. It's basically just residential anyways on that stretch. 
16. Seems to be a busy stretch with a lot of dense apartments and parks close by.  
17. people are already speeding way too fast on this stretch - we also need more than just 

reduced speed limit.  hopefully the road diet project helps... 
18. I would prefer 25 mph as both sides are residential, but this is a start. 
19. I am a person who literally walks on the Southside of McKellips Rd from N. La Rosa to 

N Cavalier every day, once in the morning and once at night.  There is a long portion 
of that road in which the sidewalk is up against the road.  With Buses and so many 
vehicles going down it's literally quite dangerous.   At 40 miles an hour it's dangerous, 
however in the mornings so many are going way faster than the speed limit.  So, any 
lowering of the speed limit would be a good decision and help to a degree. 

20. Even though I have lived here less than 6 months, I believe having a decrease in 
speed limits is worthwhile. I believe a good amount of drivers would be willing to drive 
at least 5 mph less than how it is now. From what I've seen around here many drive 
around the speed limit, unless they're passing or being reckless. I think lowering the 
speed limit would help reduce accidents and the likelihood of them.These reasons may 
not sound like strong evidence to lower speed limits, but to me I believe they make 
sense and support lowering the speed limit in the proposed areas here in Tempe. 

21. Too many drivers go past the speed limits now.  
22. safer 
23. This, along with the upcoming roundabout, will make the area much safer. 
24. Primarily residential artery so no need to "speed".  35 MPH is appropriate for this 

section of road. 
25. Approaching the roundabout at McKellips in College under construction, college will be 

30 miles an hour and I actually think that McKellips could go down to 30 miles an hour 
as well. But definitely reduced to 35 miles an hour, especially with the proposed 
changes coming to the lane realignments. 

26. Slower speeds = safer and quieter streets for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
27. Slower speeds are safer for all street users. 
28. It makes sense. 
29. And have warning tickets for a year. 
30. I support Vision Zero to eliminate roadway deaths and traffic calming measures are 

critical to the viability of safe communities.  
31. Same as above. 
32. Drivers simply need to slow down. Tempe is full of pedestrians and cyclists.  
33. Safety 
34. Drivers go well beyond speed limit now. 
35. Slower speed limits make for safer streets 
36. I think it'd be safer for the pedestrians and cyclists. 
37. I'd like to see this decreased to 30 mph. 
38. Increased safety for all road users and a more gradual speed limit change. 
39. I think the only real ways to reduce speed limits that are respected is to redesign the 

road itself.  When the road is straight and wide open, no obstructions people feel 
internally safer driving faster and often don't realize that.  A simple way to help is 
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reducing the number of lanes, and the outermost lanes could be converted to 
dedicated bus/bikelanes separated from car traffic where private vehicles can't drive.  
Also needs to include good median design for line of sight as well as strategic 
landscaping/street trees to not only provide needed shade, sense of enclosure by the 
trees can subconsciously slow drivers as well as reducing temperatures/improving air 
quality, reducing some noise pollution to nearby properties. In this case going west 
McKellips ends in a culdesac. Reducing lanes is easy, we need dedicated bus and 
bikelanes badly. Signs don't do a good job at reducing speeds, the design and layout 
of the road itself is a huge deal.  

40. I don't travel this road enough but I'm sure the speeding drivers drive fast on this one 
as well.  

41. See previous answers 
42. Tired of speeding on city streets 
43. Same reasons as others 
44. I believe that lower speed limits will ensure better safety for vehicles and pedestrians.  
45. Lowering the speed limit makes the road safer for all road users and pedestrians. 

Greatly reducing the probability of fatal crashes. What would truly make these roads 
safer and make people follow the speed limit is better street design. Stop making every 
road so straight and wide. This only encourages drivers to go faster regardless of what 
the speed limit is.  

46. Although I don't think that it will do anything to actually curb the speeding problem we 
have, I am hopeful that those who are interested in public safety will follow it. I do see 
the potential danger in those who will speed regardless to go just as fast while 
everyone else slows down, but alongside that concern I would hope that would mean 
that law enforcement would have more of a vested interest in stopping them. As it 
stands, there seems to have been very little (where I have noticed) effort to stop the 
speed racing that goes on at night. I've personally witnessed the deadly after effects of 
that along with the deadly consequences of people's poor driving habits in general. At 
least once a month I am almost hit or I see an accident unfold in front of me. More 
effort should be placed overall to protect drivers and pedestrians/cyclists from these 
people. 

47. We should decrease speeds anywhere bikes, walkers, dogs, kids commute! 
48. 35 is safer 
49. I too often bike along this section of McKellips and a slower speed limit will make it 

safer.   
50. Reducing speed limits will make pedestrians and cyclists safer.  
51. too many accidents and speeders 
52. It is time for Tempe to prioritize safety over excessive speeds. 
53. to reduce the severity of injuries when a crash occurs 
54. People drive too fast 
55. McKellips Road often has very congested traffic for the width of the road.  Many 

drivers are not very watchful.  Slowing the speed from 40 mph to 35 mph eases the 
speed down in preparation for the transition to the 25 mph section. 

56. This is a wide street that goes through a mostly neighborhood area without 
connectivity due to the canal, so it does not create any advantage for longer through 
travel.  Treat it like a neighborhood street.   

57. This section of McKellips has frequent intersections and turning movements that 
already limit operating speeds. A 35 mph limit better reflects actual conditions and 
reduces crash severity on a heavily traveled corridor. 

58. Because speeds are currently too fast and people drive unsafeley in the area.  
59. Yes. Good amount of foot traffic near Papago and residential.  
60. We are a family that rides our bikes and with the speed limit being 40 most drivers are 

actually going 50+and distracted. There have been way too many accidents with 
pedestrians, bikes with vehicles.  
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61. People drive way too fast here. If you want to help promote safer streets for walking & 
biking, we need to lower the speed limits. Anything over 35 in Tempe is pushing it 
usually unless you're on the outskirts of the city.  

62. I believe lower speed limits will create a safer environment for bikers and pedestrians. 
63. Because it doesn't hurt anyone to go a little slower. It makes the streets safer. 
64. Tempe experimented with McKellips a few years ago, adding plastic bollards to make 

a protected bike lane. After lots of complaints from vocal residents and non-residents, 
the bike lanes were removed.  The design was not very good and those that screamed 
the loudest turned back that progress.  Even in front of the school just north of 
Southern!  That is baffling -- a busy street in front of a high school with almost zero 
pedestrian protection and no protected bike lanes.  The infrastructure design needs to 
change, with narrower lanes, curbs protecting bike lanes, and trees close to the edge 
of the street. Higher speed limits make our streets more dangerous and the decrease 
in trip time is negligible.   

65. People drive way too fast. Slower speed limits are safer. 
66. people drive too fast 
67. See question 1 
68. People drive to fast. 
69. I agree with the City that speeds on many of our materials are too high. As especially 

the north part of the city has added a lot of new housing and also commercial and 
office uses, the complexity of street use is too much for high speed limits. 

70. I think speed limits changing on the same street makes drivers not realize that the 
speed limit is different past a certain point. I see this all the time on SR-51 in the 55 
mph areas. If the speed limit were lower throughout the entire street, that would be 
safer and result in less speeding in the areas that are already lower. 

71. Same 
72. There are two major residential neighborhoods that are split from each other because 

it is dangerous to cross.  
73. safety is paramount 
74. The reduced speed limit is really important with the stop lights now removed and the 

roundabout soon to be in place. 
75. I support speed limit reductions in all areas of the city. It is the right thing for the city to 

do and everyone needs to slow down and pay attention.  
76. I've seen people driving way over the speed limit all over the city, and some of them 

think that, by going faster, they can legally force others to go faster because people 
have an obligation to keep up with "the speed of traffic." I'd like to see some push-back 
on that notion by having the speed limit reduced. 

77. Lower speed limits improve public health and safety! 
78. adjacencies of residential housing. 
79. I live in this area and we need a better sense of safety coming from drivers. A better 

pedestrian culture.  
80. It makes the most sense. 

 
No responses: 
1. It is fine the way it is.  
2. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
3. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 35 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
4. 40 is fine 
5. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  There are not pedestrians in the area.  

Traffic is bad enough. 
6. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, 

and now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by 
further slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy 
work for themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  
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7. I feel that the Police need to enforce the existing speed limits as they are today by 
writing tickets to the violators,  It doesn't matter what you change the speed limit to, if 
there is no enforcement, people will continue to speed. Once driver's begin to see the 
Police pulling speeders over for speeding, other drivers will begin to be more aware of 
their speed in that area,  People will begin to talk about these areas with heavy police 
presence for speeding and they will begin to change their driving habits.   "Why reduce 
the speed limits which aren't being enforced now to a slower speed limit which won't 
be enforced?  And if you begin to enforce it once you change the limit to a slower 
speed, shame on you!  The same could have been accomplished by enforcing the 
original speed limit.  By reducing the speed limit, this would be punishing everyone for 
what the few are doing." 

8. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 
have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

9. There has been no significant or noticeable change to pedestrian/bicycle traffic to 
require reducing the speed limit in these areas 

10. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 
seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 

11. I do not support this. This is complete BS. 
12. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates 

this issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 
13. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 

reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

14. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

15. The proposal of 35 mph is inconsistent with both adjoining blocks - one 25 mph and 
the other 40 mph.  Creating a 1-mile stretch in the middle with a different limit is a 
recipe for accidental speed violations.  It should match either of the adjoining blocks - 
25 mph or 40 mph.  Do not force drivers to constantly change speed while traveling the 
same stretch of road. 

16. People are going to go fast anyway 
17. I don't understand the need for the change.  
18. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 

proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone “just wants it that way.”This is 
not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
- Staff is “right sizing”the speeds to match what is happening in the area. 
- Roadway functions can change over time. 
- Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

19. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 
busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

20. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in 
the posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting 
to take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break 
the speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I 
believe that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be 
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a good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over 
Tempe is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this 
survey.  

21. Why do we need 3 different speed limits within a 2 mile stretch of collector street?  Are 
there statistics that justify the reduction? Maybe the solution is 25mph from College to 
Scottsdale, where houses have driveways backing onto the street, and then keep the 
40mph east of Scottsdale Road, where the residences have separated drive access 
from McKellips to allow safe egress.  could we do 2 speeds and make the shift where 
the street configuration changes east of Scottsdale Road? 

22. Because I need to get where I am going.  I don't want to crawl all the way to work. 
23. I believe it is already at a safe speed. 
24. Not as busy of a pedestrian area  
25. Reducing speed limits is a waste of time if there's no enforcement. This is the case for 

previous reductions in speed limits. There's been little enforcement. 
26. We used to live in this neighborhood. When we did, we drove this section daily, and 

often took walks along and across this road. 40 mph is safe and prudent for this 
section of road. 

27. People who speed will continue to speed. Lowering the speed limit, has shown in 
study after study, to often INCREASE traffic accidents in this state. I trust the research. 

28. See above. 
29. There is no valid reason for this change.  Where  are the 85th percentile speed studies 

to justify it? 
30. There is no reason for this gradual change 
31. The speed limit merely indicates the speed at which police an issue tickets. Per AZ 

DOT website: https://azdot.gov/business/engineering-and-
construction/traffic/faq/establishing-speed-limits ""Before and after" studies 
consistently demonstrate that there are no significant changes in traffic speeds 
following the posting of new or revised speed limits. Furthermore, no published 
research findings have established any direct relationship between posted speed limits 
and crash frequency..." As no data has been presented about the 85th percentile 
speeds and ADOT is clear that this will not accomplish any objectives other than the 
ability to write speeding tickets for lower speeds, this proposal should be called out for 
what it is: creating an enforcement speed trap to raise revenue. 

32. Current limits are not effectively followed or enforced.   If there is s safety concern,  
let's start by following the current limit.   Further reduction is futile.  

33. I think most drivers are already ignoring the speed limit and that going from a 40mph 
zone to 25mph is more obvious than a gradual reduction.  

34. There is no reasonable reason to decrease speed limits on these roads for people 
taking this route.     

35. Current speed limits are appropriate  
36. I believe that the existing speed limit is adequate for current street design and size as 

well as for the vehicle and pedestrian traffic of that area. The current speed limit 
enhances the flow of traffic.  

37. Tempe leadership is proposing this change while providing little to no quantitative data 
to support the push to make this change. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph will have 
no actual effect on safety. Leadership is doing this to give the appearance that they 
are working without addressing the more difficult root cause of car accidents. Tempe 
leadership should focus on making actual changes to specific road conditions rather 
than impose lower speeds on major roadways. We need better Leadership for Tempe! 

38. Tired of City council arbitrarily changing those speed limits and putting in photo radar. 
It's all about making money! 

39. 35!!?!?!?  Are you on crack???!?!?   
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40. We need faster speeds on the roads, not slower.  Pedestrians shouldn't be playing in 
the streets and expecting everyone to stop what they are doing when they are too lazy 
to use a crosswalk at a light where cars are stopped  

41. You are changing the speed limits too many times on one road. 
42. If the change is only being made to increased motorcycle accidents then I think 

changing the speed limits isn't going to fix the issue. I do wonder if motorcyclists are 
confusing lane filtering which is now legal with lane splitting and that's what is 
increasing those accidents for that specific population. If accidents are down in other 
areas and it's just motorcycles that are the issue, I think that's worth looking into 
instead of changing the speed limits because that won't fix lane splitting issues.  

43. Stop wasting tax payers money  
44. I do not support lowering the speed limit because these roads are primary 

thoroughfares, and reducing speeds will increase congestion and travel time without 
clear evidence of safety benefits. Lowering the limit by 5 mph is unlikely to change 
driving behavior but will require additional enforcement resources that could be better 
used elsewhere. 

45. This will slow traffic down. If people commit egregious speeding, they will do it 
regardless of speed limit.  

46. Stop changing random streets to differ with different stretches. This 5mph will only 
serve as a gotcha as most drivers will keep driving at 40mph as that's what the 
previous posted speed is. 

47. I think 40 miles per hour works perfectly fine, I don't see any issues with it.  
48. I feel that this is a road That has a lot of traffic as it is.  
49. Inconsistent speed limits on the same road for more or less the same conditions 

confuses drivers.  The traffic is bad enough that the distractions of tracking changes in 
speed limits is not needed. 

50. I don't believe the five mile speed difference will make much of a difference. 
51. Lowering the speed limit does absolutely nothing if the flow of traffic remains between 

45-50mph Issuing more tickets to normal people because of a sudden change during a 
time of economic strain is unnecessary and borderline unethical.  

52. I'm not sure why the city believes it is necessary to change something that has been 
working well for many years. This proposal seems like an unnecessary use of funding. 
I disagree with spending tax dollars on new signs, surveys, and research when the 
current speed limits have been in place for years and appear to be working effectively 
as they are. 

53. Absolutely DO NOT keep reducing speed and/or reduce number of traffic lanes.  
Tempe keeps trying to make Tempe a walk/bike/masstransit/alternative transportation 
city.  This does not solve the auto/pedestrian accident issue. Education for 
pedestrians/scooter riders/bike riders/skateboarders & auto drivers need Education. 

54. we need to be able to move around more quickly, not slower. Expand the road instead. 
55. There are enough speed reinforcements in Tempe that exist. We just had the 

enhancements with the lights at the major intersections and the floating speed trap. 
Also we have the safety corridors that move as well.Our city does not need to become 
slow everywhere. 

56. 40 is a good speed 
57. I on this road and it is plenty safe at current speed. Enforcement for current speed limit 

would be a good idea, but dropping the speed limit is pointless for this small stretch  
58. Keep it consistent with what you're doing East of Scottsdale Rd. 
59. Speed reduction is not required. Enforce the current limits.  
60. no more change 
61. Love it and ket the traffic regulate it  
62. Lacks consistency and no good reason for the reduction. 
63. See, on some of these roads I think the answer isn't wasting paint on a new speed limit 

sign. Waste it on more STOP signs instead. Stagger the flow of traffic but compromise 
by keeping the speed limit what most local drivers are used to.  
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64. Not realistic. Not enforceable. 
65. I dont see the reason for this. 
66. Zero serious injury or fatal accidents in the past 5 years. This will make the speed limit 

inconsistent on McKellips rd.  
67. Again 45mph is appropriate for this type of roadway. 
68. Same answer as #1.  
69. Speeding and traffic enforcement cameras are unjust, unconstitutional, and take 

money from the working class. 
70. There is too much traffic to slow it down so much. Enforce the speed limit! 
71. Mc Kellips is a major street and steady traffic, 40 mph seems more realistic for the 

amount of traffic on that road. However, I don't travel over there on a daily basis 
72. needs one constant speed limit for the entire road. The constant changing of speed 

limits is unsafe 
 

Not sure responses: 
1. Haven't been on McKellips for YEARS.  If it's a residential street, I support the change.  

If not; no. 
2. I don't have much experience with this area. 
3. Do not travel this road. 
4. There is a ton of data that says changing speed limits don't change driving behavior.  

Two things change speeds, traffic, and street design.  Quit worrying about the speed 
limits and designs streets that make people feel like they should go slower. 

5. I do not spend much time on McKellips, so don't feel confident in making a 
recommendation.  

6. Don't drive this section of road. 
7. Traffic flow works now.  I suppose a gradual change from 25-40 works, but seems 

unnecessary. 
8. Again not familiar with the area  
9. Don't drive there 
10. I would defer to the feedback of the residents and businesses on/near this segment of 

road. 
11. Don't drive this street often 
12. I am not sure as I do not believe both the public meeting or council presentation 

provide me with enough information to determine if these proposed speed limit 
changes are reasonable and meaningful.  I define these two terms as follows: 
- Reasonable means they fit the road classification and that the roadway physically 
supports the posted speed limit (PSL). 
- Meaningful means they are based on a quantitative process that reviews speed and 
crash data using Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) USLIMITS2 tool, which 
defines the national standard of care for speed limit setting. If Tempe is using 
USLIMITS2, that should be disclosed in public and council presentations. If not, the 
city should explain why, given its role in promoting consistency and safety. The 
process should clearly show whether the proposed speed limit is above, below, or at 
the USLIMITS2 recommendation, calibrated with local crash and speed data. 
Research (see NCHRP Report 504: Design Speed, Operating Speed, and Posted 
Speed Limit Practices) indicates that the PSL is the only independent variable that 
influences driver speed behavior, provided there is a reasonable level of enforcement. 
Typically, 85% of drivers travel at PSL + 5 to 10 mph, which falls under the usual 
enforcement threshold of 11-15 mph over the limit. Pace speed is also important on 
long arterials without frequent interruptions (signals). Why this matters: 
- Reducing mean speed and speed differential improves safety and enables FHWA 
Crash Modification Factors (CMFs) related to speed to help quantify potential crash 
reduction benefits. 
- The Safe System Approach (Safer People, Safer Roads & Safer Speeds) should be 
used to communicate this point: managing speed is essential to reducing kinetic 
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energy and crash severity.To reinforce reasonable speed behavior, Tempe should 
adopt a systematic and scheduled speed enforcement program that rotates through all 
city streets. This could include: 
- Set enforcement stations on key arterials with a static speed limit sign, followed by a 
dynamic speed feedback sign, and then a visible police civil traffic enforcement station 
that allows the officer and the offender to pull off the arterial at a safer location. 
- The University of Arizona Center for Applied Transportation Science (CATS) study for 
Pima County DOT found these setups highly effective in reducing speed-related 
crashes. Tempe should replicate this approach and conduct before-and-after studies 
as part of its Vision Zero strategy. Physical design changes should complement 
enforcement: 
- Traffic signals and Roundabouts to manage conflict points and reduce severe crash 
risk. 
- Raised speed table crosswalks on minor arterials, collectors and at roundabouts. 
- Access control medians on roads like Scottsdale Road in north Tempe, allowing left 
turns only at signals and select mid-block locations, plus improved lighting and mid-
block HAWKs. 
- Raised mid-block speed tables on College Avenue and similar Tempe streets to 
reinforce proposed speed limits, especially near curves with crash history. 
- Consider narrowing lanes to 11 feet to encourage lower operating speeds. 
- Curb extension (bulb-outs) like what is being done on Mill Avenue in downtown. 
- Raised intersections to slow speeds in the intersections to help mitigate conflict 
points and reduce severe crash risk. Finally, I do not support zero-tolerance 
enforcement or safety zones based on crash frequency or history. These approaches 
waste resources, send the wrong message, and do not align with best practices. 
Enforcement should aim for reasonable speed and yielding behaviors that reduces 
crash risk, applied equitably across all roads and intersections. Cherry-picking roads or 
intersections based on crash history along for special enforcement often masks 
underlying design issues and unfairly shifts blame to drivers instead of addressing root 
causes that crash risk applies to all roads and intersections. 

13. I do not use McKellips often enough to have an opinion, but I'm not sure that there is 
that heavy of a traffic flow that it needs to be slowed down. 

14. I'm less familiar with the area 
15. Seems there is little to no enforcement of the existing speed limits.  Not sure what the 

point is to reduce if the current one is not enforced. 
16. Don't drive in that area enougn 
17. What is the problem 
18. seems like it's a good opprtunity to slow down between 40 and 25, but I don't drive 

there a lot, so I couldn't really say if it's a necessary change. 
19. I don't travel this route often and don't have an opinion  
20. I do not travel very often on that road, so am not sure how to respond. 
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13.Do you support the proposed speed limit changes for Roosevelt Street? 

 
Total responses: 279 
 
 
14.Why did you select your answer in the previous question?  
 
Yes responses: 
1. There is no justifiable reason to drive at excessive speed on roadways where 

pedestrians, cyclists, and turning vehicles are present. Slower is safer 
2. I specifically ride my bike along the corridor often, 30 MPH is more manageable. 
3. Many houses and foot traffic in the area. 
4. Same 
5. I support the seed limit change. Speeding has become a major factor impacting traffic 

safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians.  
6. People drive way over speed limit 
7. Yes, lower the speed limit and add protective curbs (concrete!) for the bike lanes. 
8. Protecting pedestrians. 
9. Trucks accessing Roosevelt Street from adjacent properties require time to enter the 

roadway.  A reduced speed limit provides greater time to react to turning vehicles. 
10. as above 
11. I believe that reducing the speed limit on this road will make it safer.  
12. Traffic can flow, letting people get to their destination in the same amount of time, with 

infrastructure changes. We do not need small roads like Broadway to be 7 lanes wide, 
wider than highways across most of Europe. Reducing speed limits increases safety for 
pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. It will also make it safer to enter or exit the road. 
Reducing traffic signal intervals so that you can cross an intersection with less 
frustration, and reducing the amber light duration will help with creating a need to 
actually stop before red. I see a minimum of 1-3 cars go through red at every crossing, 
and if you count amber, you can often see as many as 5-10. And, no danger of 
consequences. In Europe most urban speed limits were dropped from 30mph to 20mph 
over the past 5 years, simply because the statistics showed that (with a small European 
car designed for impact with pedestrians) at 30mph a child had a 60% chance of being 
killed, whereas 20mph gave them a 60% chance of survival. Having the speed limit 
change willy nilly like this is not safe, it means that people will disregard it most of the 
time.  

13. This is a frequent corridor for bike travel and is along a park and community center 
14. Safer for pedestrians and bicyclists  

10%

38%

52%

Not Sure (29)

No (105)

Yes (145)
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15. The answer is yes with the added bit that it should match with the other roads.  so it 
should go down to 25mph to match.  this one mile strech would make it more likely for 
speeding on either side of the stretch. 

16. The quality of the road south of Alameda effectively has traffic calming with the deep 
street gutters and old railroad track grade crossing which can be dangerous when 
someone hits it at 35-40 mph. 

17. Even though I have lived here less than 6 months, I believe having a decrease in speed 
limits is worthwhile.I believe a good amount of drivers would be willing to drive at least 5 
mph less than how it is now. From what I've seen around here many drive around the 
speed limit, unless they're passing or being reckless. I think lowering the speed limit 
would help reduce accidents and the likelihood of them. These reasons may not sound 
like strong evidence to lower speed limits, but to me I believe they make sense and 
support lowering the speed limit in the proposed areas here in Tempe. 

18. Too many drivers go past the speed limits now.  
19. safer 
20. I cycle on this stretch of road and people frequently speed on it, making it unsafe. A 

lower speed limit would help, but it needs to be enforced.  
21. I bike along Roosevelt every day for my commute and would appreciate slower speeds. 
22. Slower speeds = safer and quieter streets for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 
23. Slower speeds are safer for all street users. 
24. This change makes sense.  Going from 25mph to 35 mph and back again to 25 mph is 

too much variability.   
25. Yes, and have warning tickets for a year. 
26. This is slated for a bike-it route and should be slower than the marked 35 MPH speed.  
27. I support Vision Zero to eliminate roadway deaths and traffic calming measures are 

critical to the viability of safe communities.  
28. Lots of cyclists on this pathway 
29. north of University?  I may have never driven on this stretch of road.  
30. Safety 
31. Drivers go well beyond speed limit now. 
32. Slower streets are safer, especially those with bike lanes, also the dips in this road are 

dangerous at speed 
33. I think it'd be safer for the pedestrians and cyclists. 
34. Honestly, it seems like we should decrease this to 25 - I mean it is 25 on both ends, 

might as well be consistent and just go 25 all the way through. 
35. Increased safety for all road users and better speed limit consistency. 25 mph would be 

preferable. 
36. This is an industrial area yeah, but then again it'd help make those driving trucks be a 

little more careful when navigating, this also can help reduce risks of workers getting 
around the area being injured by auto-violence (accidents). 

37. Definitely slow this down. This is a lower-stress road to bike on since it has less truck 
traffic than Hardy.... but the bike lanes are so narrow. Slower is better. 

38. Improved safety 
39. This street has a very good bicycle lane on it, and it would see more adoption with 

slower speeds and it would be safer in the event of an accident. Aside from that, please 
see other answers. 

40. Makes is closer to the other speeds on either side. 
41. The road has lots of dips and it could reduce wear and tear on vehicles.  
42. 25 feels safer 
43. This is probably the only street where a lower and consistent speed makes sense due to 

the frequent bumps and businesses requiring semi truck access that line Roosevelt. 
44. Tired of speeding on city streets 
45. Cars go too fast. A lower limit is a small step to sanity. 
46. I believe that lower speed limits will ensure better safety for vehicles and pedestrians.  
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47. I notice a lot of drivers use this route to avoid traffic, and often speed. A lot of bikers and 
pedestrians use this road as well, and lowering the speed limit would be beneficial and 
safer for all 

48. Lowering the speed limit makes the road safer for all road users and pedestrians. 
Greatly reducing the probability of fatal crashes. What would truly make these roads 
safer and make people follow the speed limit is better street design. Stop making every 
road so straight and wide. This only encourages drivers to go faster regardless of what 
the speed limit is.  

49. Although I don't think that it will do anything to actually curb the speeding problem we 
have, I am hopeful that those who are interested in public safety will follow it. I do see 
the potential danger in those who will speed regardless to go just as fast while everyone 
else slows down, but alongside that concern I would hope that would mean that law 
enforcement would have more of a vested interest in stopping them. As it stands, there 
seems to have been very little (where I have noticed) effort to stop the speed racing that 
goes on at night. I've personally witnessed the deadly after effects of that along with the 
deadly consequences of people's poor driving habits in general. At least once a month I 
am almost hit or I see an accident unfold in front of me. More effort should be placed 
overall to protect drivers and pedestrians/cyclists from these people. 

50. We should decrease speeds anywhere bikes, walkers, dogs, kids commute! 
51. Yes I work in the area and people fly down this road.  I hope there is also enforcement of 

these speed limits with speed cameras. 
52. Although industrial, slower is better 
53. Roosevelt is heavily trafficked at times, mostly trucks in that quasi-industrial area. If the 

lights would be re-programmed to allow smooth North-South flow it would move traffic 
through town quicker. 

54. Reducing speed limits will make pedestrians and cyclists safer.  
55. too many accidents and speeders 
56. It is time for Tempe to prioritize safety over excessive speeds. 
57. It is so terrifying to bike here, and I do it frequently. Cars fly through this warehouse-like 

area, even though it's in a popular biking area that helps connect to points north and 
west. I'd love for this street to be redesigned or made into a one-way street with a cycle 
track. Vehicle speeds definitely need to be lowered here.  

58. to reduce the severity of injuries when a crash occurs 
59. The 35 mph stretch of Roosevelt Street between Southern & Broadway is considerably 

faster than the 25 mph sections from Southern to US60/I10 & Broadway to the North.  
That considerable speed inconsistency encourages unsafe speeds where drivers may 
not even realize they are exceeding the speed limit.     

60. It has bike lanes, so would be nice to slow down traffic to make it safer for non vehicle 
transportation. 

61. Roosevelt directly serves local destinations where people regularly bike. A 30 mph limit 
supports safer neighborhood access and discourages cut-through speeding. 

62. For consistency, make the whole thing 30. Having it jump back and forth from 25 to 35 to 
25 all willy-nilly is confusing for drivers. 

63. Because speeds are currently too fast and people drive unsafeley in the area.  
64. We are a family that rides our bikes and with the speed limit being 35 most drivers are 

actually going 40-45+ and distracted. There have been way too many accidents with 
pedestrians, bikes with vehicles.  

65. People drive way too fast here. If you want to help promote safer streets for walking & 
biking, we need to lower the speed limits.  

66. I believe lower speed limits will create a safer environment for bikers and pedestrians. 
67. Agree since it's surrounded by 25 
68. Because it doesn't hurt anyone to go a little slower. It makes the streets safer. 
69. All of Roosevelt should be designed for 25 MPH.  
70. People drive way too fast. Slower speed limits are safer. 
71. people drive too fast 



63  

72. Congested area. 
73. See question 1 
74. People drive to fast. 
75. I agree with the City that speeds on many of our materials are too high. As especially the 

north part of the city has added a lot of new housing and also commercial and office 
uses, the complexity of street use is too much for high speed limits. 

76. Yeah, nerf this one. Passes through too many smaller streets and winds a bit.  
77. I think speed limits changing on the same street makes drivers not realize that the speed 

limit is different past a certain point. I see this all the time on SR-51 in the 55 mph areas. 
If the speed limit were lower throughout the entire street, that would be safer and result 
in less speeding in the areas that are already lower. 

78. I would accept this proposed change due to the characteristics of the area. 
79. This should be reduced to 25 to match the speed on both ends of this stretch. Let's put 

safety above car speeds.  
80. There are a lot of delivery and oversized trucks in this area for businesses  
81. Same 
82. People cross that street and drive extremely fast along Roosevelt near Clark park. I live 

near here and have a ton of near miss experiences walking with my son.  
83. safety is paramount 
84. I support speed limit reductions in all areas of the city. It is the right thing for the city to 

do and everyone needs to slow down and pay attention.  
85. I've seen people driving too fast and aggressively in the area in general. People have the 

idea that it's okay to drive 10 mph over the speed limit in general, that there will be few 
or not consequences for doing so, that most people agree with them on this, that 
common practice of driving over the speed limit makes it not only okay but that it forces 
others to drive faster to keep up with them because people must keep up with "the 
speed of traffic", and if they do get caught, they can either ignore traffic tickets or get out 
of them by claiming someone else was driving. I'd like to see the speed limit lowered as 
a sign that they've been pushing things too far. 

86. Lower speed limits improve public health and safety! 
87. truck traffic in the area would be better served. 
88. I live in this area and we need a better sense of safety coming from drivers. A better 

pedestrian culture.  
89. It makes the most sense. 
 
No responses: 
1. It is fine the way it is.  
2. Seems a safe enough speed as is. 
3. The speed limits are fine as they are and don't need to be changed. 
4. Please leave the speed limits as is. The sections that are 35 mph have less congestion 

and allow me to get where I need to go.  
5. Speed limit is fine now  
6. This is all industrial, the road at Alameda,and Fairmont have very deep dips that slow 

down the traffic already. 
7. The speed is safe with improved safety of cars.  There are not pedestrians in the area.  

Traffic is bad enough. 
8. Stop with the controlling speeds already! First there are random pop up speed traps, and 

now you want to make it even more cumbersome to drive around this city by further 
slowing traffic! Is someone that works in Tempe bored and trying to create busy work for 
themselves?? Good grief, leave the traffic speed where they are!!  

9. I feel that the Police need to enforce the existing speed limits as they are today by 
writing tickets to the violators,  It doesn't matter what you change the speed limit to, if 
there is no enforcement, people will continue to speed. Once driver's begin to see the 
Police pulling speeders over for speeding, other drivers will begin to be more aware of 
their speed in that area,  People will begin to talk about these areas with heavy police 
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presence for speeding and they will begin to change their driving habits.   "Why reduce 
the speed limits which aren't being enforced now to a slower speed limit which won't be 
enforced?  And if you begin to enforce it once you change the limit to a slower speed, 
shame on you!  The same could have been accomplished by enforcing the original 
speed limit.  By reducing the speed limit, this would be punishing everyone for what the 
few are doing." 

10. I think the single most valuable thing to do is to enforce the speed limits we currently 
have. We can put up new signage that further limits speed, but much like the lovely 
person who travels down the stretch of Hermosa near my house at 60MPH+ with their 
unrestricted exhaust, unless we enforce the limits consistently slower limits will just 
irritate the good people of Tempe. 

11. This is illogical. The speed limit should be 25 the whole way. 
12. There has been no significant or noticeable change to pedestrian/bicycle traffic to 

require reducing the speed limit in these areas 
13. This part of Roosevelt is almost entirely in an industrial area. 
14. Speed is not the issue with Tempe traffic. In fact changing the speed along the length 

seems like a speed trap to give out tickets. 
15. This area is largely a through-traffic road. Decreasing speed limits will only stress traffic 

congestion  
16. I do not support this. This is complete BS. 
17. The city struggles to enforce existing codes and laws, lowering the limit exacerbates this 

issue without benefit. Enforce the current limits. 
18. No documents show the effect of previous speed limit reductions. If the previous 

reductions are not reducing accidents, injuries or deaths, then I do not see a reason for 
these reductions.  

19. All it will do is generate more ticket revenue and increase insurance costs for Tempe 
residents.....the existing speed limits are FINE if enforced! 

20. This is zoned industrial, not alot of houses, 3 of the intersections have deep dips in the 
road,making people slow down. 

21. The proposal of 30 mph is inconsistent with both adjoining blocks of 25 mph.  Creating a 
1-mile stretch in the middle with a different limit is a recipe for accidental speed 
violations.  It should match the adjoining blocks at 25 mph.  Do not force drivers to 
constantly change speed while traveling the same stretch of road. 

22. I don't understand the need for the change.  
23. The information presented does not support any of the three reasons presented for the 

proposed changes.  (Pasted below) It appears someone “just wants it that way.”This is 
not progress nor benefit for the community or society.  
- Staff is “right sizing”the speeds to match what is happening in the area. 
- Roadway functions can change over time. 
- Speeds should match the adjacent roadside culture. 

24. Industrial area has no need for lower speeds 
25. Industrial are current speed limit makes sense. 
26. Slower speed limit will slow down traffic adding unnecessary travel time to an already 

busy city. If you want to increase safety, increase the requirements to obtain a driver's 
licence instead of punishing those who know how to drive by increasing the amount of 
slow drivers on the road. Enforce that the left lane is for passing and that ALL slower 
traffic shall keep right.  

27. A change of the posted mph could possibly hurt average citizens who mostly stay in the 
posted limit. Such as myself. Out of habit I would be breaking the limit by forgetting to 
take notice of the change on all of these roadways. Non average citizens, who break the 
speed limit, and other traffic laws with impunity, will only continue to break the laws 
because of low enforcement. They will never notice the change in posted speed. I 
personally hear, and sometimes see at all hours on Guadalupe, high performance 
vehicles and motorcycles racing at very high speeds as if at a drag racing track. I believe 
that seeing enforcement - signs warning of photo radar, or police with radar on 
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motorcycles or on vehicles posted clearly in a very visible location on rotation would be a 
good deterrent. Show enforcement occasionally all over the city all of the time. I don't 
see this being done anywhere in the city now.  Noise from these vehicles all over Tempe 
is an issue for another time. Thank you for this opportunity to take part in this survey.  

28. Because I need to get where I am going.  I don't want to crawl all the way to work. 
29. I believe it is already at a safe speed. 
30. Reducing speed limits is a waste of time if there's no enforcement. This is the case for 

previous reductions in speed limits. There's been little enforcement. 
31. People who speed will continue to speed. Lowering the speed limit, has shown in study 

after study, to often INCREASE traffic accidents in this state. I trust the research. 
32. See above. 
33. There is no valid reason for this change.  Where  are the 85th percentile speed studies 

to justify it? 
34. The speed limit merely indicates the speed at which police an issue tickets. Per AZ DOT 

website: https://azdot.gov/business/engineering-and-construction/traffic/faq/establishing-
speed-limits ""Before and after" studies consistently demonstrate that there are no 
significant changes in traffic speeds following the posting of new or revised speed limits. 
Furthermore, no published research findings have established any direct relationship 
between posted speed limits and crash frequency..." As no data has been presented 
about the 85th percentile speeds and ADOT is clear that this will not accomplish any 
objectives other than the ability to write speeding tickets for lower speeds, this proposal 
should be called out for what it is: creating an enforcement speed trap to raise revenue. 

35. Current limits are not effectively followed or enforced.   If there is s safety concern,  let's 
start by following the current limit.   Further reduction is futile.  

36. Current speed limits are appropriate  
37. I'm not interested in slowing down the speed limit on these roads as they already get 

congested with traffic and backups to begin with. I've also noticed the speed traps 
already set up when streets go from 45 to 40 with speed monitors right away and find 
these to be predatory on drivers.  

38. I believe that the existing speed limit is adequate for current street design and size as 
well as for the vehicle and pedestrian traffic of that area. The current speed limit 
enhances the flow of traffic.  

39. Tempe leadership is proposing this change while providing little to no quantitative data to 
support the push to make this change. Reducing the speed limit by 5 mph will have no 
actual effect on safety. Leadership is doing this to give the appearance that they are 
working without addressing the more difficult root cause of car accidents. Tempe 
leadership should focus on making actual changes to specific road conditions rather 
than impose lower speeds on major roadways. We need better Leadership for Tempe! 

40. Tired of City council arbitrarily changing those speed limits and putting in photo radar. It's 
all about making money! 

41. Raise it to 45 
42. We need faster speeds on the roads, not slower.  Pedestrians shouldn't be playing in the 

streets and expecting everyone to stop what they are doing when they are too lazy to 
use a crosswalk at a light where cars are stopped  

43. You are changing speed limits too many times on one road. 
44. If the change is only being made to increased motorcycle accidents then I think changing 

the speed limits isn't going to fix the issue. I do wonder if motorcyclists are confusing 
lane filtering which is now legal with lane splitting and that's what is increasing those 
accidents for that specific population. If accidents are down in other areas and it's just 
motorcycles that are the issue, I think that's worth looking into instead of changing the 
speed limits because that won't fix lane splitting issues.  

45. Stop lawsuits  
46. I do not support lowering the speed limit because these roads are primary 

thoroughfares, and reducing speeds will increase congestion and travel time without 
clear evidence of safety benefits. Lowering the limit by 5 mph is unlikely to change 
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driving behavior but will require additional enforcement resources that could be better 
used elsewhere. 

47. This will slow traffic down. If people commit egregious speeding, they will do it 
regardless of speed limit.  

48. Useless change. This is an industrial area that's not even that transited. How about you 
guys fix the gigantic pot holes in this street, or are you keeping those as a speed 
deterrent? 

49. I think 35 miles per hour works perfectly fine, I don't see any issues with it.  
50. The entire section should be the same speed - 25, 30 or 35 but all the same. 
51. Make it all 25 
52. I don't believe the five mile speed difference will make much of a difference. 
53. Lowering the speed limit does absolutely nothing if the flow of traffic remains between 

45-50mph. Issuing more tickets to normal people because of a sudden change during a 
time of economic strain is unnecessary and borderline unethical.  

54. The current speed limits in the city of Tempe are fine the way they are.  I'm not sure why 
the city believes it is necessary to change something that has been working well for 
many years. This proposal seems like an unnecessary use of funding. I disagree with 
spending tax dollars on new signs, surveys, and research when the current speed limits 
have been in place for years and appear to be working effectively as they are. 

55. Traffic already moves too slow, most of the time there's congestion and traffic it's already 
difficult to get up to the currently posted speed limit.  

56. Absolutely DO NOT keep reducing speed and/or reduce number of traffic lanes.  Tempe 
keeps trying to make Tempe a walk/bike/masstransit/alternative transportation city.  This 
does not solve the auto/pedestrian accident issue. Education for pedestrians/scooter 
riders/bike riders/skateboarders & auto drivers need Education. 

57. How about... EXISTING: 25, 35, 25 PROPOSED: 30, 30, 30...? 
I will accept a slow down in the middle with an increase at the ends. 

58. There are enough speed reinforcements in Tempe that exist. We just had the 
enhancements with the lights at the major intersections and the floating speed trap. Also 
we have the safety corridors that move as well.Our city does not need to become slow 
everywhere. 

59. There are too few speed limit signs, in both directions on this street. Just put signs up. 
60. 35 is a good speed 
61. The current limit seems fine  
62. Speed reduction is not required. Enforce the current limits.  
63. Look at the other speed limits on the street 
64. no more change 
65. Already has speed bumps. Traffic should not crawl through down this needed artery. 
66. Pick a speed for the entire street and stick to it.  Make the entire street 30. 
67. Not realistic.  It enforceable  
68. It's not very busy there, no reason to drop the speed. 
69. Same answer as #1.  
70. Speeding and traffic enforcement cameras are unjust, unconstitutional, and take money 

from the working class. 
71. There is too much traffic to slow it down so much. Enforce the speed limit! 
72. With all the dips on Roosevelt from Southern to Broadway, I don't agree that the need to 

reduce the speed limit to 30 is necessary. You barely get up to speed and need to slow 
down for the dips and the stop signs.  Also, I don't know the reason why this particular 
street needs a slower speed limit, is it for cars traveling east and west so they are able to 
cross Roosevelt?  

73. needs one constant speed limit for the entire road 
 
Not sure responses:  
1. I don't have much experience with this area. 
2. Brings it more in line with the 25s, but also is mostly just industrial  



67  

3. Is this residential? 
4. There is a ton of data that says changing speed limits don't change driving behavior.  

Two things change speeds, traffic, and street design.  Quit worrying about the speed 
limits and designs streets that make people feel like they should go slower. 

5. Haven't driven it 
6. Would love to see it changed to 25mph to remain consistent 
7. don't travel this Roosevelt section much. 
8. I rarely drive down the street so I think the neighborhood should make the decision. 
9. Don't drive this section of road. 
10. Would prefer one speed limit for this 1.5 mile stretch of road, can we pick either 25 or 30 

for the entire stretch rather than splitting the speed limit? If not, I guess it's ok, if 
residents want this. 

11. We never drive this section of road. 
12. I would defer to the feedback of the residents and businesses on/near this segment of 

road. I believe it's mainly a commercial area so particularly the business feedback would 
be smart. 

13. I don't drive in this area.  
14. Don't drive this street often 
15. I am not sure as I do not believe both the public meeting or council presentation provide 

me with enough information to determine if these proposed speed limit changes are 
reasonable and meaningful.  I define these two terms as follows: 
- Reasonable means they fit the road classification and that the roadway physically 
supports the posted speed limit (PSL). 
- Meaningful means they are based on a quantitative process that reviews speed and 
crash data using Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) USLIMITS2 tool, which 
defines the national standard of care for speed limit setting. If Tempe is using 
USLIMITS2, that should be disclosed in public and council presentations. If not, the city 
should explain why, given its role in promoting consistency and safety. The process 
should clearly show whether the proposed speed limit is above, below, or at the 
USLIMITS2 recommendation, calibrated with local crash and speed data. Research (see 
NCHRP Report 504: Design Speed, Operating Speed, and Posted Speed Limit 
Practices) indicates that the PSL is the only independent variable that influences driver 
speed behavior, provided there is a reasonable level of enforcement. Typically, 85% of 
drivers travel at PSL + 5 to 10 mph, which falls under the usual enforcement threshold of 
11-15 mph over the limit. Pace speed is also important on long arterials without frequent 
interruptions (signals).Why this matters: 
- Reducing mean speed and speed differential improves safety and enables FHWA 
Crash Modification Factors (CMFs) related to speed to help quantify potential crash 
reduction benefits. 
- The Safe System Approach (Safer People, Safer Roads & Safer Speeds) should be 
used to communicate this point: managing speed is essential to reducing kinetic energy 
and crash severity. To reinforce reasonable speed behavior, Tempe should adopt a 
systematic and scheduled speed enforcement program that rotates through all city 
streets. This could include: 
- Set enforcement stations on key arterials with a static speed limit sign, followed by a 
dynamic speed feedback sign, and then a visible police civil traffic enforcement station 
that allows the officer and the offender to pull off the arterial at a safer location. 
- The University of Arizona Center for Applied Transportation Science (CATS) study for 
Pima County DOT found these setups highly effective in reducing speed-related 
crashes. Tempe should replicate this approach and conduct before-and-after studies as 
part of its Vision Zero strategy. Physical design changes should complement 
enforcement: 
- Traffic signals and Roundabouts to manage conflict points and reduce severe crash 
risk. 
- Raised speed table crosswalks on minor arterials, collectors and at roundabouts. 



68  

- Access control medians on roads like Scottsdale Road in north Tempe, allowing left 
turns only at signals and select mid-block locations, plus improved lighting and mid-block 
HAWKs. 
- Raised mid-block speed tables on College Avenue and similar Tempe streets to 
reinforce proposed speed limits, especially near curves with crash history. 
- Consider narrowing lanes to 11 feet to encourage lower operating speeds. 
- Curb extension (bulb-outs) like what is being done on Mill Avenue in downtown. 
- Raised intersections to slow speeds in the intersections to help mitigate conflict points 
and reduce severe crash risk. Finally, I do not support zero-tolerance enforcement or 
safety zones based on crash frequency or history. These approaches waste resources, 
send the wrong message, and do not align with best practices. Enforcement should aim 
for reasonable speed and yielding behaviors that reduces crash risk, applied equitably 
across all roads and intersections. Cherry-picking roads or intersections based on crash 
history along for special enforcement often masks underlying design issues and unfairly 
shifts blame to drivers instead of addressing root causes that crash risk applies to all 
roads and intersections. 

16. I don't drive this road.  
17. Seems there is little to no enforcement of the existing speed limits.  Not sure what the 

point is to reduce if the current one is not enforced. 
18. I do not travel very often on that road, so am not sure how to respond. 
 

 



MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Shelly Seyler, Deputy Transportation & Sustainability Director 

DATE:  April 28, 2026 

SUBJECT: Future Agenda Items 

ITEM #:   5 

PURPOSE:  
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
This item is for information only. 
 

• May 12   
1. Prop 479 – Maggie Wong, MAG  
2. Bike Hero  

• June 9  
1. College Ave Traffic Calming Update (including results from the speed cushion installation)  
2. City Speed Cushion Process/Traffic Calming Tools  

• July 14  

• August 11 
1. Tempe Transportation Plan 2050  

• September 8  

• October 13  
1. Tempe Transportation Plan 2050  

• November 10  
1. Annual Report 
2. Tempe Transportation Plan 2050 

• December 8  
1. Commission Business – acknowledge outgoing commissioners 
2. Transit Survey Results – WestGroup Research 

• January 12  
1. Commission Business – elect Chair and Vice Chair and welcome new commissioners 

• February 9 

• March 9 

• TBD: 5th and Mill Crosswalk Update  
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