
 

 

 

Minutes of the Neighborhood Advisory Commission (NAC) Meeting held on Wednesday, 
March 5, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. as a hybrid meeting with in-person attendance option along with 
virtual component option via Microsoft Teams platform 
 

(MEMBERS) Present: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric Johnson, 
John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney Wong 
 

(MEMBERS) Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
City Staff: Shauna Warner, Neighborhood Services Manager; Elizabeth Thomas, Neighborhood 
Services Specialist; Keith Burke, Deputy City Manager; Eric Anderson, City Attorney; Kim Hale, 
Commander/Police Department; Parrish Spisz, Council Aide; Ty Lee, Council Aide; Mariana Peña, 
Mayoral Aide 
 
Guests: Councilmember Arlene Chin 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chair Wong 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Comment 
None 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Review and approval of meeting minutes:  Feb. 5, 2025 NAC Meeting 
Minutes 
 
Motion: Commissioner Devine 
 

Second:  Commissioner Washkowiak 
 

Result: The motion passed with a vote of 11 ayes  
 
Commission Member Ayes:  Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney 
Wong 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
Agenda Item 4 – Proposed Amendments to Tempe City Code Relating to Nuisances and 
Property Enhancement and Nuisance Parties and Unlawful Gatherings 
Councilmember Chin thanked Neighborhood Advisory Commission members for their service 
before introducing and providing background on the Nuisance Ordinance Subcommittee and then 
turning it over to City Attorney Eric Anderson for a brief presentation on key enhancements and 
benefits of the proposed amendments. Members then followed with Q and A with City Attorney Eric 
Anderson and PD Commander Kim Hale.  
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Agenda Item 5 – Group Discussion and Decision Making for Neighborhood Award 
Nominations 
Lead by Chair Wong, staff recorded NAC member’s initial scores for each of the fourteen nominees 
and engaged in some initial discussions. Commissioners were reminded that beginning in 2024, 
NAC transitioned from multiple separate categories to one universal, online form.  Only the 
Neighbor of the Year category was chosen to remain intact as a separate, specific award 
designation.  Nominators selected a Neighbor of the Year box on the nomination form if they 
wanted their nominee considered for that honor.  For all other “categories”, members selected 
which honorees to recognize at the April 5, 2025 Neighborhood Celebration and determined 
naming of that honor. 
 
Community Engagement  
 
Motion: Commissioner Washkowiak made a motion to award Christine Baldanza the Community 
Engagement Award 
 

Second: Commissioner Stern seconded the motion  
 

Result: The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of those present, 11 - 0 
 

Commission Member Ayes: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney 
Wong 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
Spirit of Service  
 
Motion: Commissioner Doughty made a motion to award Sheila Bryant the Spirit of Service Award 
 

Second: Commissioner Hagen seconded the motion  
 

Result: The motion was approved by a vote of 10 ayes, 0 nays and 1 abstention 

Commission Member Ayes: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney Wong 
 
Commissioner Member Abstention: Joel Stern 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
Outstanding Business  
 
Motion: Commissioner Devine made a motion to not award a Business of the Year Award this year 
and to reach out to business nominators suggesting they provide additional information next year 
 

Second: Commissioner Doughty seconded the motion  
 

Result: The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of those present, 11 – 0 
 
Commission Member Ayes: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney 
Wong 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
 



 

 

Outstanding Non-Profit 
 

Motion: Commissioner Stern made a motion to award Lily’s Pad the Outstanding Non-Profit of the 
Year Ward 
 

Second: Vice Chair Kozel seconded the motion  
 

Result: The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of those present, 11 - 0 
 

Commission Member Ayes: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney 
Wong 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
Light of the Neighborhood 
 
Motion: Chair Wong made a motion to award Annie Santoro’s Lights Display with the Light of the 
Neighborhood Award  
 

Second: Commissioner Devine seconded the motion  
 

Result: The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of those present, 11 - 0 
 

Commission Member Ayes: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney 
Wong 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
Outstanding Neighborhood Event 
 
Motion: Commissioner Hagen made a motion to award Park Sessions with the Outstanding 
Neighborhood Event Award* 
 

Second: Commissioner Devine seconded the motion  
 

Result: The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of those present, 11 - 0 
 

Commission Member Ayes: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney 
Wong 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
*Staff Liaison Note 3.10.25: The titling of the activity was corrected to be Park Music Sessions and the 
category described as activation, at the request of the Nominee. 

 
Chuck Malpede Neighbor of the Year Award 
 
Motion: Vice Chair Kozel made a motion to consider Laura Kajfez for the Chuck Malpede 
Neighbor of the Year Award  
 

Second: Commissioner Hagen seconded the motion  
 

Result: The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of those present, 11 - 0 



 

 

 

Commission Member Ayes: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney 
Wong 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
Members requested brief history of the Chuck Malpede Award which staff provided noting longevity 
of service. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Stern then made a motion to award Laura Kajfez for the Chuck Malpede 
Neighbor of the Year Award  
 

Second: Commissioner Hagen seconded the motion  
 

Result: The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of those present, 11 - 0 
 

Commission Member Ayes: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney 
Wong 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
Neighbor of the Year Award 
 
Motion: Commissioner Devine made a motion to award Tom Fuhrmann the Neighbor of the Year 
Award  
 

Second: Vice Chair Kozel seconded the motion  
 

Result: The motion was approved by a unanimous vote of those present, 11 - 0 
 

Commission Member Ayes: Lane Carraway, Ray Devine, Jan Doughty, Gabe Hagen, Eric 
Johnson, John Kozel, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Angie Taylor, Duane Washkowiak and Brittney 
Wong 
 

Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Suri Wall 
 
Agenda Item 6 – NAC Communication Plan  
Meeting timeframe was limited, member discussion on this item did not take place.  
 
Agenda Item 7 – 2025 Neighborhood Celebration Event Planning and Updates 
Staff requested members t-shirt sizes for Neighborhood Celebration event order. 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Proposed Future Agenda Items 
There is an existing list of future agenda items, no new ones were proposed at this meeting. 
 
Agenda Item 11 – Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: Elizabeth Thomas 
 
 


