PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA

TEMPE ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION Arts & Culture
April 14, 2026
6:00 pm

Tempe History Museum
809 E Southern Ave
Tempe, AZ 85282

Public comment requests for any item on the agenda must be emailed to joy higgins@tempe.qov prior to
the start of the meeting.

AGENDA

Call to Order

1. Public Appearances: The Arts & Culture Commission welcomes public comment for items listed on this
agenda. There is a three-minute time limit per individual. Anyone wishing to agendize an item for an
upcoming meeting should utilize the Public Appearances for consideration.

Approval: March 10, 2026 Tempe Arts & Culture Commission Minutes ACTION
Arts + Culture Program Spotlight: Tempe History Museum Exhibit — Ranfla Vida

Arts + Culture Report

TACC Member Liaison Activity

Adjournment

Next Meeting: May 12, 2026
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According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Arts & Culture Commission may only discuss matters listed on the
agenda. The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities. With 72
hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons.
Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting.
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Tempe
Minutes

TEMPE ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION
March 10, 2026

Minutes of the Tempe Arts and Culture Commission (TACC) meeting recorded at 6:13 pm on March 10, 2026
held at Eisendrath House.

(MEMBERS) Present: City Staff Present:

Bryan Esparza Brenda Abney, Deputy Director — Arts & Culture Division
Andrea Hanley Joy Cortright, Administrative Analyst — Arts & Culture Division
Haylee Mills — Vice-chair

Lisa Roach

Angela Russell Guest(s) Present:

Kendra Sollars None

Jacqueline Swan = Chair

(MEMBERS) Absent:
Matt Ellsworth

Emilie Renteria
Teresa Robinette

Call to Order
e Jacqueline Swan, TACC Chair, called the TACC meeting to order at 6:13 pm.

Agenda ltem 1 = Public Appedrances

e Justin Stewart presented information about Murals in Mitchell event happening Saturday, March
15,2026, 11Tam — 1pm.

Agenda ltem 2 — Approval of the February 10, 2026 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes
J. Swan asked the commissioners to review the unapproved TACC minutes dated February 10, 2026.
MOTION:  Haylee Mills moved to approve February 10, 2026 Tempe Arts and Culture
Commission Meeting Minutes
SECOND: Kendra Sollars seconded
AYES: Bryan Esparza, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, Angela Russell, Kendra
Sollars, Jacqueline Swan
ABSTAIN: None
NAYS: None
RESULT: Motion passed with a 7-0 vote
ABSENT: Matt Ellsworth, Theresa Robinette, Emilie Renteria

Agenda ltem 3 — Arts & Culture Program Spotlight
Rebecca Blume Rothman, Public Art Manager, presented information about Public Art Insights workshop
series. Details include:

e Four-workshop series — in-person and virtual — provides aspiring public artists with information
needed to succeed.

o Workshops deliver presentations and open networking with other artists and fabricators.



Tempe Arts and Culture Commission

March 10, 2026

e Activating Public Art Plan objectives to foster an innovative program by providing education to
artists thus creating a launchpad for creative growth.

e  First event happens April 28t at Eisendrath House, 5:30-7:30 pm. Future workshops are scheduled
every other month. Info: 2026 Tempe Public Art Insights Series | City of Tempe, AZ

Agenda ltem 4

— Deputy Director’s Report

Brenda Abney, Deputy Community Services Director — Arts + Culture, delivered current information about
the Tempe Arts + Culture Division:

e Arts + Culture is currently in recruitment for six positions:

O

O O OO

O

Marketing Coordinator

Production Coordinator

Community Arts - Events Coordinator
Community Arts - Arts Learning Coordinator
TCA Facilities Technician

Curator — Tempe History Museum

e Attendance for Arts + Culture programs in January-February 2026: 14,000+
e TCA ticket sales for the 2025-26 season have almost doubled that of the previous season.
e TCA — Season Announcement Party on March 28

@)
O
O
@)

Agenda ltem 5

Sneak peek at upcoming shows
Small performances

Special offers on ticketing
Refreshments

— Approval: 2026 Arts & Culture Awardees

J. Cortright presented the recommended 2026 Tempe Arts + Culture Awardees.

J. Swan asked the commissioners to approve the recommended 2026 Arts & Culture Awardees.
MOTION: Haylee Mills moved to approve the recommended 2026 Arts & Culture Awardees
SECOND: Andrea Hanley seconded

AYES:

Bryan Esparza, Andrea Hanley Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, Angela Russell, Kendra
Sollars, Jacqueline Swan

ABSTAIN: None

NAYS:

None

RESULT: Motion passed with a 7-0 vote
ABSENT: Matt Ellsworth, Theresa Robinette, Emilie Renteria

Agenda ltem 6

— Discussion: Retreat Follow-up

J. Swan led a conversation about activation opportunities for TACC members.
1. Attend AFTA classes or educational webinars.
2. Advocate for an improved AIPD ordinance for the future of Tempe.
3. Participate in City of Tempe surveys to advocate for arts and culture related items and

issues.

4. Host a table at an event.
5. Assist in outreach events.
6. Share:

- individual events

- flyers

- build an email list

- like /comment /share on social media

7. Reach out


https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/tempe-public-art/insights-series

Tempe Arts and Culture Commission
March 10, 2026

- to local politicians or give public comment at official city meetings to offer

support for A+C points of interest

- to council people to get buy-in on improvements to AIPD ordinance

- speak up at council meetings about arts and culture related agenda items
8. Continue to advocate and stay informed on future-state consideration for artist
live /work space.
9. Participate in selection panels for Arts + Culture grants and programs.
10. Attend city events:

- wear your TACC badge when appropriate

- bring guests

Agenda ltem 7 — TACC Member Liaison Activity

Jacqueline Swan— participated in a Public Art panel for bicycle plinth, attended the focus group
event for TCA about membership building, is currently in planning for Open Streets for April 12;
Kendra Sollars— participated in a selection panel for A+C Awards, in relation to the Maryann
Corder Neighborhood Grant - four new bike lane murals are being installed by Ariana Enriquez;
Bryan Esparza — participated in a selection panel for A+C Awards, participated in streetscape
project selection panel, connected with friend who does adobe workshops;

Andrea Hanley — Native Arts & Culture Foundations did a free workshop on finances and taxes for
artists, worked with Kamp Studios for a live music series;

Lisa Roach — WWII POW huts were moved in the middle of the night to Brock Supplies temporarily-
Tempe Historic Preservation Foundation is working with AZ Heritage Center on a permanent exhibit;

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm
Prepared by: Joy Cortright



Tempe History Museum
April 2026

All events occur at the Museum unless otherwise noted

RECAP

Ranfla Vida Exhibit Opening and Car Show

The Ranfla Vida: Local Lowrider History exhibit opened to enthusiastic community support on Sunday,
March 22. The event highlighted local histories and cultural narratives as they relate to lowrider cars and
people. Along with live music and food vendors, there were close to 100 lowrider vehicles (autos and
bikes) on display in the museum courtyard and parking lot. Ranfla Vida drew the highest-ever
attendance for a THM featured exhibit opening at 2,110 people, and it was also the Museum Store’s
highest grossing single-day sales on record. The exhibit is on display through December 31, 2026.
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UPCOMING

Week of the Young Child
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. |Tuesday, April 14 — Friday, April 17 |
FREE

As a participating site in the national Week of the Young
Child celebration, drop-in activities will be offered in the
museum’s Classroom April 14—-17 during open hours. Each
day will feature hands-on experiences aligned with the
week’s daily themes and inspired by our community’s local
history. Families with young children are invited to explore,
create, and play together as we highlight the joy of
childhood and the importance of early learning. Stop by
any day to enjoy simple, meaningful activities that spark imagination and help children learn through

play.

Museum Sundays
The Rise and Fall of Art Deco Fashion
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. | Saturday, April 19 | INFO

Phoenix Art Deco Society President, Erin Lindsey, dives into what
defined the Art Deco movement and how it influenced fashion in
the 1920s and 1930s.

Learn about how /e style moderne emerged after WW1 and
transformed through the women'’s liberation movement, The
Great Depression, rapid technological advancements, mass
media, prohibition and more as it impacted the world of women’s
fashion. Dissect some of the Jazz Age’s most memorable
garments, the designers and the women who popularized them.

Doors open at 11 a.m., presentation begins at 11:30 a.m. Tickets
are $10. Reserve your seat by calling 480-350-5100 or book via Eventbrite (fees apply). Space is limited.

Performances at the Museum
Lunes
7 p.m. | Friday, April 24 | INFO

Lunes is a collective of artists based in Tempe, Arizona
whose music is inspired by the Chicano lifestyle. Genres
from Soul, Rock and Psychedelic Cumbia are fused to
create a unique blend of timeless music reminiscence of
multiple generations and cities. Their goal is to promote a
positive and welcoming attitude towards Chicano culture
through music.

Lunes are part of Tempe Playlist. You can find them and more local bands that you'll love on the playlist.



https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/-utm_source-City%20of%20Tempe/-utm_campaign-740bdcee3c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_11_05_54_COPY_01/-utm_medium-email/-utm_term-0_2d129afc7b-740bdcee3c-57020809
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/tempe-playlist#ad-image-0

AAAC Book Club

Prince's Minneapolis: A Biography of Sound and Place by Rashad Shabazz

5 p.m. | Wednesday, April 29 | Zoom | FREE | INFO

Dr. Felicia Durden will lead the first discussion for Prince's Minneapolis: A
Biography of Sound and Place by Rashad Shabazz. This is the second session for
this title.

All participants are welcome to partake in this book club series that meets
Monthly via Zoom to discuss works written by Black authors. Email
museum@tempe.gov to indicate your interest and receive the Zoom link.

SITE: Art at Eisendrath House

Public Reception and Exhibition Walkthrough
5 -7 p.m. | Thursday, April 30 | FREE

1400 N. College Ave., Tempe, AZ 85282

Experience ceramic and textile artworks created by ASU
students in collaboration with Tempe Public Art. Each piece is
created in response to Eisendrath House and installed in the
building or in the desert environment that surrounds it. Enjoy
light refreshments, music and art. Parking is limited, carpooling
encouraged.

Performances at the Museum

The Woodworks

7 p.m. | Friday, May 1 | INFO

The Woodworks are a 4-piece alternative rock band from
Tempe/Phoenix who offer a high energy melting pot of styles
and sounds. This free event will be held in the museum’s
Community Room.

The Woodworks are part of Tempe Playlist.

SAVE THE DATE

Azure Family Concert with Tetra String Quartet
Featuring AJ Odneal, Singer/Songwriter
3 p.m. | Saturday, May 2 | INFO

THS Lunch Talks
The Valley’s Victorian Jewel: The Evolving Story of Petersen House and Tempe by Josh Roffler
11:30 a.m. | Wednesday, May 20 | FREE | INFO

Performances at the Museum
The SunPunchers
7 p.m. | Friday, May 22 | INFO

More information about Tempe History Museum
tempe.gov/Museum


https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
mailto:museum@tempe.gov
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/tempe-playlist#ad-image-0
https://www.tetraquartet.org/azure
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/lunch-talks
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum

Tempe Public Art
April 2026

Public Art Insights

Public Art Insights is a program series that starts with a mixer and continues with three educational,
developmental events to support artists looking to enter the field of public art as well as public artists
looking to refine their practice or learn new skills. Tempe Public Art is launching this program as a pilot
with the intention of building on the series into the future.

Each workshop is led by an artist who recently completed work with Tempe Public Art. Participants will
be provided with hands-on information to help strengthen their submissions for future calls for artwork.
The workshop series carries through the summer to help prepare our local artist community for late
summer and early fall Public Art commission applications.

Artist | Fabricator Networking Mixer
Tuesday, April 28 | 5:30—7:30 pm

Eisendrath House Te!ﬂpe
1400 N College Avenue, Tempe
1Tempe Public Art [nsights
Five locally based fabricators will share . .
oy " —> 2026 Artist | Fabricator
their mediums, technology, and capabilities for Mi
working with artists in a fun and informal setting. IXer
This event includes activities for artists to meet one Are you a public artist or an artist who
is interested in entering the field of
another, time to visit fabrication team’s tables for public art?

Come connect with other artists and
more information and open house time to explore fabricators working in public art!

the Eisendrath House.

Presenting fabricators include:

Bollinger Atelier Register Now

Magnum Companies Tuesday, April 28 &
5:30 2 7:30 p'm' Artist Nicole Mueller \.'-.'fn:rkirzw_g wi{f
Eisendrath House BRI

E2 Innovations Inc.
Meltdown Glass Art & Design

Progressive Hardscapes Tempe Public Art Insights 1400 North College Avenue, Tempe, AZ

© © © O O



file://///fs/shared/CommunityServices/TMAC/Arts%20+%20Culture%20Commission/REPORTS/2026/3_Mar%202026/bollingeratelier.com
https://magnumcompanies.net/
file://///fs/shared/CommunityServices/TMAC/Arts%20+%20Culture%20Commission/REPORTS/2026/3_Mar%202026/e2innovations.com
file://///fs/shared/CommunityServices/TMAC/Arts%20+%20Culture%20Commission/REPORTS/2026/3_Mar%202026/meltdownglass.com
https://progressivehardscapes.com/

Public Art Insights - Upcoming workshops:

How to Apply for a Public Art Project
Tuesday, June 2 | Noon — 1:00 pm | virtual via zoom

Artists will learn the processes, language and skills needed to evaluate calls. This workshop is for those
curious about entering the field as well as those looking to strengthen their applications.

Presenter: Shachi Kale

Create a Successful Proposal
Tuesday, August 4 | noon — 1:00 pm | virtual via zoom

This workshop focuses on pitching a proposal and sharing one’s abilities to present to a panel with
impact. From researching and responding to criteria, visually presenting artwork, and communicating to
inspire this workshop covers the critical elements in a strong project proposal.

Presenter: Nicole Mueller

Collaborating with Fabricators and Stakeholders
Tuesday, October 6 | 5:30 — 7:00 pm | Tempe Public Library - Ironwood Classroom
3500 S Rural Road, Tempe

Participants will learn from public artist-facilitators how to explore researching fabricators and materials,
communicating ideas, getting quotes and other skills needed to take their art to the next level.

Presenters: coLAB Studio (Matt & Maria Salenger) and Sarah Hurwitz

CURRENT PROJECTS

e Daley (artist: Kyllan Manny), Cole & Rotary (artist: Jerome Fleming) Parks play surfaces are in the
early design phases as part of the play area upgrades

e Tempe Beach Park Plinth artwork (artist selection is underway right now!)

e Design phase for Indian Bend Wash (artist selection is underway right now!)

More information about Tempe Public Art
tempe.gov/PublicArt


https://www.shachikale.com/
https://www.nicolemariemueller.com/about
https://www.colabstudio.com/
https://sarahhurwitz.com/
http://www.tempe.gov/publicart

Tempe Center for the Arts
April 2026

GALLERY AT TCA

An Amalgamation of Place
Apr 10, 2026 — May 10, 2026 | INFO

Painting and music composition merge into an MFA solo thesis exhibition by
Rachel Rinker. Moving fluidly between practices, An Amalgamation of Place
explores gesture, rhythm, and emotional energy through abstraction using both
sight and sound. The exhibition features the artist’s first interactive painting,
where viewers are invited to become part of the soundscape.

Interactive sound design developed with Kylar Gardener

Opening Reception: April 17, 5:30-9pm
Opening Reception Performance: April 17th at 6:15pm
Experience a unique fusion of visual art and music as multiple flute

performances bring the artist’s paintings to life, turning brushstrokes and colors
into sound.

Sound to Image: A Mixed Media Collage Workshop
April 25, 10:30 am - 2:30 pm | Limited availability

Create a mixed-media artwork inspired by your favorite song. Through
guided prompts and hands-on experimentation, you’ll translate sound,
memory, and environment into color, texture, and layered imagery.

TCA PRESENTS

Cowboy Beethoven

Friday, April 10, 2026 | 7:30 pm | INFO

Vintage Vibes with a Western Twist. Get ready to time-travel through sound
as Mario Yiiguez and his Cowboy Beethoven little big band take the TCA

stage with a genre-bending blend of cowboy charm, classical flair, and
smooth cool jazz.



https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/gallery/gallery-at-tca
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/cowboy-beethoven

Meow Meow
Friday, April 17, 2026 | 7:00 & 9:00 pm | INFO

International siren and comedienne extraordinaire Meow Meow lands in
Tempe with her deliciously unhinged mix of exquisite music, subversive
cabaret, and glorious mayhem. From Berlin dives to Carnegie Hall, Meow
Meow is a global sensation known for crowd-surfing, vocal brilliance and
diva disasters that somehow go exactly as planned.

RISO

April 23,2026 | 7:30 pm | INFO

From Tucson, Arizona, RISO's sweet vocals and dynamic instrumentals serve
as a striking counterpart to gritty, beautifully honest, and captivating original
songs. Rooted in the acoustic soundscapes of their respective childhoods,
RISO embraces an old-time aesthetic that seems to emanate from the very
bones of the earth yet incorporates pop flourishes and sometimes complex
arrangements.

Doktor Kaboom!
Saturday, April 25,2026 | 1:00 pm & 3:00 pm | INFO

Doktor Kaboom! blasts into action with a hilarious and high-energy journey
through the scientific method and the wonders of physical science! Using
comedy, curiosity, and (often successful) experiments, the good Doktor
explores everything from pressure and force to chemical reactions and
velocity—showing how science works in everyday life.

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Join us at this FREE, weekly series... hone your craft, test new material or
just enjoy some great music and an amazing view of Tempe Town Lake!
Hosted by Tempe’s favorite, Walt Richardson, Il. Walt has been writing
songs and playing guitar as far back as he can remember. “Standing alone
with a guitar gives me freedom of expression, and for me, that’s where it all
begins,” Richardson said. “It is an intimacy that touches each audience
member and gives rise to the message behind the music.” Richardson’s
vision and dedication have been instrumental in the success of Walk-in
Wednesdays Open Mic Night. INFO

OTHER UPCOMING APRIL EVENTS

e ORBIT: Tiny Dances at TCA presented by CONDER/dance

e The Roommate presented by Arizona Theatre Company

e Two Pianos presented by Hayden’s Ferry Chamber Music Series

e Performance with a View: ASU Community Flute Ensemble presented by TCA
e You Are Not Alone - In Memoriam presented by Cazo Dance

View the full TCA Event Calendar

Apr 10
Apr1l-26
Apr 12
Apr 21
Apr 24 & 25


https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/meow-meow
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/48-live
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/doktor-kaboom
http://www.walterrichardson.com/
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/walk-in-wednesdays-open-mic-night
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/calendar

Tempe Community Arts
April 2026

Recap

Bumblebees buzz at Free Art Friday | INFO

On March 6, the Community Arts team welcomed 664 toddlers and
their families to the Edna Vihel Arts center for Free Art Friday!
Children aged six months to five years and their grownups were
invited to celebrate nature at the Bumblebee Ball, featuring art
making activities, dramatic play, music and movement sessions
with Emily Bruso of Natural Notes, a themed photo booth and live
music by Tempe Playlist artist Eric Ramsey. Themes and offerings
change each month, so mark your calendar for our final spring
event:

o Wiggles & Wheels: 9 a.m. to noon, Friday, April 17. Edna Vihel Arts Center

We give thanks to the Tempe Diablos for partially funding this program through their grant program!

Arts in the Parks is back this spring | INFO

On March 26, Arts in the Parks returned welcoming 500 neighbors
to Scudder Park. This spring, events occur in eight Tempe parks;
Scudder, Meyer, Green, Clark, Optimist and Daumler. This hyper-
local event series gives Tempe residents an opportunity to connect
with their neighbors and local artists while expressing their
creativity. Our spring series features live music from Tempe Playlist
artists, food trucks, arts activities and special performances by
local dance companies! Mark your calendars now for the rest of
our spring events.

Meyer Park: 5:30-8 p.m., Tuesday, April 7

Mary and Moses Green Park: 6-8 p.m., Wednesday, April 15
Clark Park: 6-8 p.m., Wednesday, April 22

Optimist Park: 6-8:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 29

Daumler Park: 6-8 p.m., Thursday, May 7


https://www.tempe.gov/freeartfriday
https://www.tempediablos.org/
https://www.tempe.gov/artsintheparks

Upcoming

Music Under the Stars | INFO

7-9 p.m. | Friday, April 24 | Tempe Diablo Stadium

Bring your family and friends and experience the joy of live music
in a stadium setting! Music Under the Stars is back on Friday, April
24 from 7-9 p.m. at Tempe Diablo Stadium. This free event brings
together talented high school musicians and professional players
for an enjoyable evening of beautiful melodies and community
spirit. Bands from all six Tempe Union High Schools will perform
alongside members of Arizona Wind Symphony, Tempe Winds and
The Academy Drum and Bugle Corps. Guests can grab a bite from _
food trucks and concession stands while enjoying the tunes. The musical celebration blends old and new favorites,
ending with a spectacular firework show lighting up the grand finale.

Community Arts Grant Recipient Events
Join the Community Arts team in supporting our grantees.

e CaZo Dance Theatre; You Are Not Alone: April 24-25 at TCA | INFO

e Revisionary Arts; Bookmaking workshop: April 25 at Tempe Public Library | INFO

e  FABRIC Tempe; Behind the Seams: April 30 at FABRIC | INFO

e Asociacion de Peruanos en Arizona; Roots of Peru: May 2 at North Tempe Multi-generational Center | INFO
e Childsplay Theatre Community Day: May 2 at Childsplay | INFO

More information about Tempe Community Arts
tempe.gov/CommunityArts
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Tempe Arts & Culture Finances
April 2026

CURRENT YEAR EXPENSES

Operating expenses by cost center (workgroup) for March are below. CIP, contingency, and TCA roof
debt service annual payment are not included. Please note that these are draft figures.

3741 Arts and Culture Admin S 619,181.00 S  566,603.18 92%
3742 Arts and Culture Marketing S 931,706.00 S 532,996.45 57%
3760 Tempe Center for the Arts S 6,744,503.00 S 4,641,787.80 69%
3781 Museum & Historic Houses S 1,700,935.00 S 922,160.58 54%
3785 Community Arts Engagement | S 1,825,384.00 S 1,149,003.67 63%

CURRENT YEAR REVENUES

Revenues by cost center (workgroup) for March are below. Tax revenues are recorded a month after
they are earned. Please note that these are draft figures. TCA Presents and 48 Live ticket sales for the
25-26 season are not fully reflected here, totaling approximately $220,250 to date.

3741 Arts & Culture Tax/Interest
3761 TCA Earned Revenue

S 11,622,743.00 S 7,793,367.48 67%
S 921,608.00 S 389,247.90 42%

3781 Museum & Historic Houses S 131,000.00 S 116,723.82 89%
3785 Community Arts Engagement | $ 185,000.00 S  196,203.46 106%
$

Grand Total ‘ S 12,860,351 8,495,543 66%

More information about Arts & Culture Finances
kara_osburn@tempe.gov
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