
Minutes of the TEMPE VETERANS COMMISSION held at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, February 11,2026 in a 
hybrid format via Microsoft Teams and in-person at Tempe Public Library. 

(MEMBERS) Present: 
Jim Lange, Chair 
Gwendolyn Opel, Vice Chair 
Melanie James, Secretary 
William “Dennis” Gorman 
Romaldo Gonzales 
José Moreno 
Dillon McDade 
Aaron McBride 
Juan Garcia 
Dani Bermudez 

City Staff Present: 
Michael Garrison, Veterans Services Coordinator 
Karla Flores, Administrative Assistant II+ 

Public Appearances 
There were no public appearances. 

(MEMBERS) Absent:

Guest Appearances 
There were no guest appearances 

Agenda Item 1 - Call to Order 
Commission Chair Jim Lange moved to CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER at 6:07 p.m. 

Agenda Item 2 - Attendance 
There were no absences 

Agenda Item 3 - Call to the Audience for Public Appearances 
There were no public appearances. 

Agenda Item 4 – Welcome of new Commissioner for At-Large Member 
Commissioner Bermudez Introduced herself, sharing her background and experience. Prior to her role at ASU, she 
served in the Arizona Army National Guard, where she worked in a behavioral health and suicide prevention for 
approximately eight years. She expressed her commitment to supporting veterans and conveyed her enthusiasm for 
being part of the team. Commissioner Bermudez mentioned her long-standing interest in city and government work 
and expressed gratitude for the opportunity to contribute. 
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Agenda Item 5 - Review and Approval of January 14, 2026, Tempe 
MOTION: Commission W.D Gorman moved to CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER at 6:45 p.m. 
SECOND: Motion Seconded by Commissioner Garcia; Motion passed unanimously. 
. 
Agenda Item 6 – Chair’s Remarks 
Commissioner Chair Lange acknowledges the positive energy in the room. Recognizing the commitment and time for all attendees. 

Agenda Item7- Community Health and Human Services Updates 
Mr. Garrison noted that 21 new veterans were welcomed for the month of February, surpassing the usual intake. He highlighted 
successful case management, including assisting a veterans facing eviction by transferring him to Apache Junction health center for 
long term care, and helping another veteran secure housing and essential furniture through CARE7. Overall Mr. Garrison highlighted 
the ongoing efforts to support veterans in the community, address the immediate needs and improve structure of the commission to 
better serve them. Mr. Garrison noted that the Salutes event is scheduled for May, which will be discussed further in future meetings. 

Agenda Item 8 – Discussion regarding an operation welcome home style program 
The commission discussed the idea of creating a welcoming, home-style program to support military members 
transitioning out of service. The concept focuses on offering veterans a warm environment as they return to 
civilian life, along with access to resources, community connections, and recognition. The group talked about 
partnering with local organizations and transition centers to identify service members who may need support and 
to help connect them with the community. They also noted the importance of involving families, especially 
spouses, to encourage participation and strengthen the sense of belonging. Overall, the discussion centered on 
building a supportive network that honors service members and helps them navigate their transition more 
smoothly. 

 
Agenda Item 9 – Discussion on 2026 Tempe Community Salutes 
Mr. Garrison provided an update regarding Tempe Community Salutes, scheduled to begin at 6 PM on May 11th,2026. He explained 
that Tempe Community Salutes is intended to be a relaxed and enjoyable event, designed with the needs and preferences of service 
members and their families in mind. He noted that the event will include engaging activities such as a DJ, a photo booth, and a video 
presentation to help foster a sense of community while keeping the atmosphere informal and welcoming. Mr. Garrison also highlighted 
that budget considerations influenced the decision to minimize catering, opting instead for simple refreshments and a raffle. He 
emphasized his commitment to ensuring the event remains meaningful and memorable for all attendees. 

Agenda Item 10 – Commissioner updates 
• Commissioner Gonzales provided an update on the upcoming events. On March 25th, there will be a gathering at Chicken 

and Pickle in Glendale from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Afterward, attendees are invited to participate in a one- to two-hour 
pickleball course, where they can learn the basics and try out the sport. Commissioner Gonzales noted that the venue has 
a great menu and highlighted the deviled eggs as a must-try. He shared that On March 7th; Commissioner Gonzales will 
be carrying the flag for the Indy race and encouraged anyone interested in joining to send him an email. He also reminded 
everyone about the Stand Down event scheduled for March 12th and 13th. In addition, he mentioned that he will be set up 
in Tucson on March 5th for a related event. 

• Commissioner Gorman mentioned the upcoming Veterans Chapter meeting next week’s Veterans Chapter meeting, 
Commissioner Gorman is pleased to announce that we will have a special guest speaker, Michael Garriosn, a dedicated city 
employee who has been doing outstanding work to support veterans. Many members have already expressed excitement 
about his visit, and they will likely be surprised to learn about the range of initiatives he leads, all of which greatly benefit our 
community. Commissioner Gorman also wishes to remind everyone that the American Legion Post 84 will be hosting the 
81st anniversary commemoration of the Iwo Jima invasion on Saturday, the 21st, in Sacaton. This is a meaningful and 
historically significant event, and all members are encouraged to attend. 

• Commissioner Garcia shared several updates during the meeting, starting with the upcoming Red, White, and Blue Award 
Ceremony on February 25th at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Tempe, where he will serve as a guest speaker. The event will 
honor 12 individuals for their community contributions and present scholarships to ASU students and to the Navy, Air Force, 
and Army ROTC programs. First Responders and members of the 161st will also receive Copper 5 awards. He encouraged 
commission members to attend if they are able. Commissioner Garcia also reported on a federal briefing with U.S. Senator 
Ruben Gallego on February 17th, which covered topics relevant to veterans. In addition, he noted that Luke Air Force Base 



 
will host an air show from March 21st to 23rd. He further announced the Pat Tillman race scheduled for April 11th near ASU 
and mentioned an upcoming ASU Giving Day, though he did not recall the exact date. 

• Commissioner James shared an exciting reminder about the Buckeye Air Show taking place this weekend. She highlighted 
an extraordinary performance scheduled for Saturday featuring a female pilot who flies using only her feet, as she was born 
without arms. This inspiring demonstration is expected to be one of the standout moments of the event, which also includes a 
variety of vintage military aircraft on display. She mentioned that Saturday marks the start of the most thrilling activities, 
making it a must-see day for aviation enthusiasts. 

• Commissioner Bermudez provided updates on several upcoming events aimed at supporting veterans. On February 17th, a 
career fair featuring government entities will take place on campus, followed by Futures Night on February 19th, where 
veterans and various companies will gather to work on resumes and develop new skills. Additionally, on February 26th, a 
kickball tournament will be held at the ASU West Valley campus, inviting participants to engage with students and promote 
resources in the West Valley. The following week, on March 4th, another kickball tournament is scheduled at the Polytechnic 
campus. The work study students at Pat Tillman Veterans Center are enthusiastic about organizing these events, and 
Commissioner Bermudez encouraged anyone interested in attending or participating to reach out and reserve a spot. 

 
Agenda Item 11– Future agenda 

• Discussion regarding an operation welcome home style program 
 
 

Agenda Item 11– Adjournment 
MOTION: Commissioner James motioned to ADJOURN the Meeting. 
SECOND: Motion Seconded by Commissioner Moreno; Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Chair J. Lange declared the meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 11, 2026. 

Minutes Prepared by: Karla Flores 

 
Reviewed by: Michael Garrison 

 
Jim Lange, Chair 
Tempe Veterans Commission 

 


	Minutes of the TEMPE VETERANS COMMISSION held at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, February 11,2026 in a hybrid format via Microsoft Teams and in-person at Tempe Public Library.
	City Staff Present:
	Public Appearances
	(MEMBERS) Absent:
	Agenda Item 3 - Call to the Audience for Public Appearances
	Agenda Item 4 – Welcome of new Commissioner for At-Large Member
	Agenda Item 5 - Review and Approval of January 14, 2026, Tempe
	Agenda Item 6 – Chair’s Remarks
	Agenda Item7- Community Health and Human Services Updates
	Agenda Item 8 – Discussion regarding an operation welcome home style program
	Agenda Item 9 – Discussion on 2026 Tempe Community Salutes
	Agenda Item 10 – Commissioner updates
	Agenda Item 11– Future agenda



