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Minutes 
PUBLIC MEETING 

JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD 

March 3, 2026 

Minutes of the Judicial Advisory Board public meeting held on March 3, 2026 8:30 a.m. on 
Microsoft Teams and in Courtroom 7, 3rd Floor, Tempe Municipal Court, 140 E. 5th Street, Tempe 
Arizona 85281. 

 

Board Members Present: City Staff Present: 

Eadie Rudder Alexis Allen, Court Director 

Judge Amy Kalman Alisha Major, Executive Assistant 

Judge Kevin Kane, Ex-officio Member Casey Simmons, Administrative Analyst 

Judy Aldrich, Chair Jennifer Curtiss, Deputy Court Director 

Martha Ashburn, Vice-Chair  

Scott Blum  

  

Public Present:   

Anonymous attendees x4* May Johnson-Leone 

Alan Witt, Tempe Asst. City Prosecutor* Michelle Leon, Tempe Court Svcs. Spec., Sr.* 

Amy Brown, Tempe Asst. City Prosecutor* Michelle Waterhouse, Tempe Court Svcs. Spec.* 

Brian Kelley, Tempe Asst. City Prosecutor* Natalia Talty, Tempe Legal Assistant* 

Craig Jennings* Nicole Knowlton, Tempe Court Commissioner* 

Christina Villarreal, Tempe Court Svcs. Supvr.* Sharon Griebe, Tempe Court Svcs. Spec., Sr.* 

Danielle Anau, Tempe Evidence Red. Spec.* Sonia Espinoza, Tempe Admin. Supvr.* 

Eric Edwards Stephanie Martinez, Tempe Court Svcs. Spec., Pr.* 

Esteban Gomez, Tempe City Prosecutor* Susan Edwards* 

Kerry Rait, Tempe City Judge* Tyler Steele, Tempe Court Commissioner* 

Kirsten Alger, Tempe Court Svcs. Supvr.*  

Matthew Barney, Tempe Asst. City Prosecutor* *Attended remotely via Microsoft Teams 

 
Public Meeting 
The public meeting was called to order at 8:31 a.m. by Chairperson Aldrich. 

 
1. Consideration of Meeting Minutes: February 10, 2026  

Motion made by Board Member Kalman to approve the public meeting minutes; second by 

Board Member Blum. Motion passed by a 5-0 vote.   

Ayes: Board Members Aldrich, Ashburn, Blum, Kalman, Rudder   

Nays: None   

Non-Voting: Board Member Kane  

Abstain: None  

Absent: None  
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Motion made by Board Member Kalman to approve the executive session meeting minutes; 

second by Board Member Rudder. Motion passed by a 5-0 vote.    

Ayes: Board Members Aldrich, Ashburn, Blum, Kalman, Rudder   

Nays: None   

Non-Voting: Board Member Kane  

Abstain: None  

Absent: None  

 

2. Public Comments on Presiding Judge Candidates   

8:33 a.m. – Public comment on candidate Ms. Tara Fuller from Eric Edwards  

8:36 a.m. – Public comment on candidate Ms. Tara Fuller from May Johnson-Leon  

8:40 a.m. – Public comment on candidate Ms. Tara Fuller from Susan Edwards  

 

The Judicial Advisory Board took a brief break from 8:45 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.   

 

3. Presiding Judge Candidate Interviews  

 

Interview for Mr. James Sampanes began at 9:00 a.m. and concluded at 9:33 a.m.   

 

The Judicial Advisory Board took a brief break from 9:33 a.m. to 9:37 a.m.   

 

Interview for Ms. Paula Eaton began at 9:37 a.m. and concluded at 9:58 a.m.   

 

The Judicial Advisory Board took a brief break from 9:58 a.m. to 10:17 a.m.   

 

Interview for Ms. Tara Fuller began at 10:17 a.m. and concluded at 10:51 a.m.   

 

4. Motion to Adjourn to Executive Session, pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(1) 

Motion made by Board Member Kalman to adjourn to Executive Session; Second by 

Board member Rudder. Motion passed on a 5-0 vote.   

Ayes: Board Members Aldrich, Ashburn, Blum, Kalman, Rudder   

Nays: None   

Non-Voting: Board Member Kane  

Abstain: None  

Absent: None  

 

Executive Session: 

The Board entered Executive Session at 10:51 a.m. Only Board Members were present except 

for Ms. Casey Simmons who remained to take meeting minutes and Ms. Alexis Allen who 

remained to answer questions related to the Presiding Judge recruitment. Confidential minutes 

were taken and kept separate from these public meeting minutes.   

 

Executive Session adjourned and the public meeting was called to order at 1:07 p.m. by 
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Chairperson Aldrich. 

 

Public Meeting:  

 

5. Consideration of Presiding Judge Candidate(s) for Recommendation to Mayor and 

Councilmembers  

Motion made by Board Member Blum to recommend candidate Mr. James Sampanes for 

the position of Presiding Judge, to include a memo to Mayor and Councilmembers for this 

recommendation; second by Board Member Kalman. Motion passed on a 5-0 vote.   

Ayes: Board Members Aldrich, Ashburn, Blum, Kalman, Rudder   

Nays: None   

Non-Voting: Board Member Kane  

Abstain: None  

Absent: None  

 

6. Adjournment 

Motion made by Board Member Kalman to adjourn; second by Board Member Rudder. Motion 

passed on a 5-0 vote.  

Ayes: Board Members Aldrich, Ashburn, Blum, Kalman, Rudder  

Nayes: None 

Non-Voting: Board Member Kane 

Abstain: None 

Absent: None  

 

The public meeting adjourned at 1:08 p.m.  

 

Minutes prepared by: Casey Simmons 

Minutes reviewed by: Judy Aldrich, Chair 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Judy Aldrich 

Chair, Judicial Advisory Board 

Tempe Municipal Court 


