PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA

TEMPE ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION Arts & Culture
March 10, 2026
6:00 pm

Tempe Center for the Arts
700 W Rio Salado Parkway
Tempe, AZ 85281

Public comment requests for any item on the agenda must be emailed to joy higgins@tempe.qov prior to
the start of the meeting.

AGENDA

Call to Order

1. Public Appearances: The Arts & Culture Commission welcomes public comment for items listed on this
agenda. There is a three-minute time limit per individual. Anyone wishing to agendize an item for an
upcoming meeting should utilize the Public Appearances for consideration.

Approval: February 10, 2026 Tempe Arts & Culture Commission Minutes ACTION
Arts + Culture Program Spotlight

Deputy Director’s Report

Approval: 2026 Arts & Culture Awardees

Discussion: Retreat Follow-up

TACC Member Liaison Activity

Adjournment

Next Meeting: April 14, 2026

N o o bk DN

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Arts & Culture Commission may only discuss matters listed on the
agenda. The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities. With 72
hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons.
Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting.



mailto:joy_higgins@tempe.gov
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Tempe

Minutes
TEMPE ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION
February 10, 2026

Minutes of the Tempe Arts and Culture Commission (TACC) meeting recorded at 6:00pm on February 10,
2026 held at Eisendrath House.

(MEMBERS) Present: City Staff Present:
Matt Ellsworth Brenda Abney, Deputy Director — Arts & Culture Division
Bryan Esparza Joy Cortright, Administrative Analyst — Arts & Culture Division

Haylee Mills — Vice-chair

Emilie Renteria

Lisa Roach Guest(s) Present:
Teresa Robinette None

Angela Russell

Kendra Sollars

Jacqueline Swan — Chair

(MEMBERS) Absent:
Andrea Hanley

Call to Order
e Jacqueline Swan, TACC Chair, called the TACC meeting to order at 5:00 pm.

Agenda ltem 1 — Approval of the January 13, 2026 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes
J. Swan asked the commissioners to review the unapproved TACC minutes dated January 13, 2026.
MOTION: Lisa Roach moved to approve January 13, 2026 Tempe Arts and Culture
Commission Meeting Minutes
SECOND: Bryan Esparza seconded
AYES: Matt Ellsworth, Bryan Esparza, Haylee Mills, Emilie Renteria, Lisa Roach, Theresa
Robinette, Jacqueline Swan
ABSTAIN: Angela Russell, Kendra Sollars
NAYS: None
RESULT: Motion passed with a 7-0 vote
ABSENT: Andrea Hanley

Agenda ltem 2 — Report FY26 Arts & Culture Programming Revenue
J. Swan opened the meeting with a review of the meeting activities.
Brenda Abney led informative and collaborative discussion and planning activities to lead the Arts &
Culture Commission through a planning session for 2026.
e SOAR Activity (Strengths, Opportunities, Aspirations, Results)
e Revised Goals for 2026:
o Participate in panels and committees and proactively provide feedback to staff.
o Amplify Arts + Culture initiatives, events, and programs.
0 Advocate for the addition of new venues and spaces for creativity and performance
throughout the city of Tempe.

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm
Prepared by: Joy Cortright



Tempe Public Art
March 2026

Works in Progress

Hardy Streetscape

A new work of art by Melissa Martinez is
coming soon to the median on Hardy Drive
(South of 13th Street) that is inspired by the
Palo Verde Flower. This will replace the tree
Martinez originally created, which was
irreparably damaged. In addition to the
sculpture, the transit shelter flowers along
Hardy Drive are being refreshed as part of this
project. The new artwork is designed to provide
visibility, enhance the streetscape, and is scaled
for the roadway to ensure longevity.
Installation is scheduled for mid-May 2026.

Kiwanis North — Park Play Area

Artist Bobby Zokaites has created a climbable sculpture and rubber surface design for the play area at
Kiwanis Park. This is a new approach to public art for Tempe since it incorporates three-dimensional play
with an artist designed surface. The design of the artwork and the surrounding surface was inspired by
Papago Park, the artist’s time in the canyons of Arizona, and the natural environment surrounding
Tempe.

This artwork is currently in fabrication and is expected to be installed this summer with the entire
Kiwanis project slated for September completion. We're thrilled with the way the sculpture is coming
together and could not wait to share!




Optimist Park MAC Neighborhood Grant

Artist Mary Shindell is actively working on
completing the mosaic for her upcoming installation
at Optimist Park. This artwork includes 2 lithomosaic
panels along a pathway that connects a walking path
to the play area. Shindell has worked closely with
Parks, the neighborhood, and the Public Art team to
ensure that the artwork is to scale, compliant with
the ADA needs of the path, and beautiful.
Installation is planned for the middle of May to align _
with the year-end deadline for all neighborhood grant prOJects

Celebration recap

Rural and Warner Utility
Boxes

The newest addition to the
Public Art Collection was
met with great enthusiasm
and joy last Tuesday. Mayor
Corey Woods, Vice Mayor
Dorren Garlid, and council
members Jennifer Adams
and Nikki Amberg joined artist Kelsy Phillips in presenting this new artwork
to the public. The event was well attended by community members and staff
alike.

COMING SOON

e Daley, Cole, and Rotary Park play surfaces designed by artists and installed as part of the play
area upgrades

e Tempe Beach Park Plinth artwork (artist selection is underway right now!)

e Design phase for Indian Bend Wash (artist selection is underway right now!)

e Public Art Insights —a workshop series aimed and bringing the skills needed for success in public
art to our local artist community. The first event is scheduled for April 28", details will be shared
with TACC at the March meeting

More information about Tempe Public Art
tempe.gov/PublicArt


http://www.tempe.gov/publicart

Tempe Community Arts
March 2026

Recap

Free Art Friday celebrates friendship | INFO

On Feb. 13, the Community Arts team welcomed 753 toddlers and
their families to the Edna Vihel Arts center for the first Free Art
Friday of 2026! Children aged six months to five years and their
grownups were invited to celebrate the joy of friendship during an
engaging morning of art making activities, dramatic play, music
and movement sessions with Emily Bruso of Natural Notes, a
themed photo booth and live music by Tempe Playlist artist Jake
Williams. Themes and offerings change each month, so mark your
calendar for the rest of our spring events:

e Bumblebee Ball: 9 a.m. to noon, Friday, March 6. Edna Vihel Arts Center
e Wiggles & Wheels: 9 a.m. to noon, Friday, April 17. Edna Vihel Arts Center

We give thanks to the Tempe Diablos for partially funding this program through their grant program!

Community Arts joins the fun at PlayDay | INFO

On Saturday, Feb. 28, the Community Arts team joined Tempe
Parks and Rec for Tempe’s annual free day of play at Kiwanis Park.
Over 400 participants visited the DIY t-shirt printing booth to
receive and customize a free PlayDay t-shirt with fun, printed
designs and stamps to add their own personal flair. Participating in
events such as PlayDay have allowed the Community Arts team
to make new connections and encourage attendees to explore
their creative side.



https://www.tempe.gov/freeartfriday
https://www.tempediablos.org/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/family-fun/playday

Upcoming

Register for classes at Edna Arts | INFO

Registration is now open for spring arts classes at the Edna Vihel
Arts Center. Classes run March 23-May 9 with offerings for all ages
and skill levels. Register before Wednesday, March 18 to secure
your spot. Looking for more opportunities? Check out our special
one-day arts workshop series featuring unique artistic skillsets
such as punch needle coasters, cyanotype bookmaking t-shirt
screen printing and more!

Arts in the Parks returns this spring | INFO

Beginning March 26, Arts in the Parks returns this spring with
events in eight Tempe parks; Scudder, Meyer, Green, Clark,
Optimist and Daumler. This hyper-local event series gives Tempe
residents an opportunity to connect with their neighbors and local
artists while expressing their creativity. Join us for live music, food
trucks, arts activities and special performances by local dance
companies! Mark your calendars now for our spring events.

Register online at tempe.gov/EdnaArts or call our front
desk at 480-350-5287 to enroll.

Scudder Park: 5:30-7:30 p.m., Thursday, March 26
Meyer Park: 5:30-8 p.m., Tuesday, April 7

Mary and Moses Green Park: 6-8 p.m., Wednesday, April 15
Clark Park: 6-8 p.m., Wednesday, April 22

Optimist Park: 6-8:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 29

Daumler Park: 6-8 p.m., Thursday, May 7

Community Arts Grant Recipient Events
Join the Community Arts team in supporting our grantees.

Process in Place; Estuarine Creatures: March 6-8 at Starlight Memorial Park | INFO

Rising Youth Theatre; The Light Rail Plays: March 7-8 at Tempe Community Complex| INFO
The Bridge Initiative performances: March 6-15 at TCA | INFO

Rogue Dance Productions; Hotel Macbeth: March 18-22 at TCA | INFO

Movement Source Dance Company; Movement Mosaic: March 20 at TCA | INFO

FABRIC Tempe; Behind the Seams: Feb. 26 at FABRIC | INFO

Tempe Winds; Children’s Concert: March 29 at McClintock High School | INFO

More information about Tempe Community Arts
tempe.gov/CommunityArts



https://www.tempe.gov/ednaarts
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/classes
https://www.tempe.gov/artsintheparks
https://www.instagram.com/processnplace/
https://risingyouththeatre.org/lightrailplays
http://bridgeinit.org/
https://www.roguedanceproductions.org/
https://www.movementsourcedancecompany.org/new-events
https://fabricincubator.com/community/behind-the-seams/
https://www.tempewinds.org/concerts
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/-fsiteid-1

Tempe Center for the Arts
March 2026

GALLERY AT TCA

Terra Forma Exhibition
Nov 15, 2025 — Mar 29, 2026 | INFO

Terra Forma is a contemporary ceramics exhibition that celebrates the
vast lineage of ceramics. It is an art form rooted in the humble,
functional objects of early civilizations that has grown into a field of
limitless expression. Here you’ll encounter works that honor tradition
alongside pieces that push boundaries through experimentation,
performance, and cross-disciplinary approaches. Together, they
reflect the full spectrum of contemporary ceramics: grounded in
history, yet always evolving, expansive, and alive with possibility.
Image artist: Elliott Kayser

Textured Mosaic Bowl Workshop
Saturday, March 14 | 3:30-7:30 pm | INFO

Experiment with color, texture, and pattern as you design a mosaic
bowl that doubles as both artwork and functional décor. Using airdry
clay, natural textures, and small embellishments, you’ll create a richly
patterned surface that transforms a simple bowl into a vibrant
showpiece. This workshop celebrates both tradition and creativity.

TCA PRESENTS

Cirque Kalabanté: Afrique en Cirque
Saturday, March 14 | 7:30 pm |INFO

Get ready to soar! Cirque Kalabanté’s Afrique En Cirque brings the
vibrant spirit of West Africa to life with jaw-dropping acrobatics,
electrifying Afro-Jazz rhythms and the infectious energy of traditional
dance. Inspired by daily life in Guinea, this high-flying spectacle bursts
with color, movement, and music — all performed live onstage.

Pilobolus
Saturday, March 28 | 7:30 pm | INFO

Journey into the astonishing universe of Pilobolus’s Other Worlds
Collection, traversing the landscape of the human experience with
heart-stopping grace, acrobatic power, and breathtaking artistry.
Explore the multitudes of the human condition as Pilobolus fuses
sensuality, humor, and extraordinary physical prowess in a
spellbinding performance.



https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/gallery/gallery-at-tca
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/81395/5071
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/cirque-kalabant-afrique-en-cirque
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/pilobolus-other-worlds-collection

Geno Ploeger
March 19 | 7:30 pm | INFO

Prepare for an unforgettable evening of magic and wonder with Geno
Ploeger. Pursuing magic since the young age of 5-years-old, Geno has
accomplished higher feats than those twice his age. He is the reigning
champion of the prestigious Close-Up competition with The
International Brotherhood of Magicians and is an active member of
the world-famous Magic Castle. Through his hilarious and interactive
performance, Geno transforms magic into an immersive experience
that transcends the ordinary and leaves audiences captivated.

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Join us at this FREE, weekly series... hone your craft, test new material
or just enjoy some great music and an amazing view of Tempe Town
Lake! Hosted by Tempe’s favorite, Walt Richardson, Il. Walt has been
writing songs and playing guitar as far back as he can remember.
“Standing alone with a guitar gives me freedom of expression, and for
me, that’s where it all begins,” Richardson said. “It is an intimacy that
touches each audience member and gives rise to the message behind
the music.” Richardson’s vision and dedication have been
instrumental in the success of Walk-in Wednesdays Open Mic Night.

INFO

OTHER UPCOMING MARCH EVENTS

Arizona Theatre Company: Ain't Misbehavin'

The Bridge Initiative: Stop Kiss by Diana Son

The Bridge Initiative: Single Black Female by Lisa B. Thompson
The Bridge Initiative: Shakespeare's Sirens

2026 Miss & Mister Phoenix Pride Pageant

Rogue Dance Productions: Hotel Macbeth

Movement Source Dance Company: Movement Mosaic

Amor al Baile 10

Hayden's Ferry Chamber Music Presents: Benjamin Baker, Violin with AWE Players
Desert Overture Wind Symphony: From a Women's Pen
Performance with a View: Piano Students of Cathal Breslin
Arizona Wind Symphony: Colorful Collections

Tempe Symphony Orchestra: Season Finale

View the full TCA Event Calendar

thru March 8
March 6 — 15
March 7 - 14
March 10
March 15
March 19 — 22
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 22
March 24
March 26
March 30


https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/48-live
http://www.walterrichardson.com/
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/walk-in-wednesdays-open-mic-night
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/calendar

Tempe History Museum
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March 2026

All events occur at the Museum unless otherwise noted

UPCOMING

THS Lunch Talks
Grdcia Liliana Ferndndez: the Bilingual Heroine Who Made the Tempe Normal School Famous by Dr.
Chris Marin

11:30 a.m. | Wednesday, March 11 | FREE | INFO

When Tempe Normal School (TNS) was established in 1886, it had no
Spanish curriculum nor a bilingual professor to teach Spanish to its
enrolled students, despite the demand to train bilingual teachers to
educate Spanish-speaking pupils in Arizona’s elementary schools. They
were taught by white teachers who didn’t speak nor understand Spanish.
Twenty-one years later, Bilingual Education was born at TNS in 1907.

Dr. Christine Marin, Historian/Archivist and Professor Emeriti at ASU, is the
founder and director of the Chicano/a Research Collection and Archives at
the Hayden Library at ASU. Dr. Marin is President of the Tempe History
Society.

AAAC Book Club

Prince's Minneapolis: A Biography of Sound and Place by Rashad Shabazz
5 p.m. | Wednesday, March 25 | Zoom | FREE | INFO

Dr. Felicia Durden will lead the first discussion for Prince's Minneapolis: A
Biography of Sound and Place by Rashad Shabazz. This is the first session for
this title.

All participants are welcome to partake in this book club series that meets
monthly via Zoom to discuss works written by Black authors. Email
museum@tempe.gov to indicate your interest and receive the Zoom link.

COLLECTIONS

Two concrete light posts from the historic Ash Avenue Bridge have been mounted to steel frames with
casters and moved into the museum’s artifact storage. The Ash Avenue Bridge was built in Tempe across
the Salt River in 1913 but became obsolete with the creation of the much wider Mill Avenue Bridge two
decades later.

The Ash Avenue Bridge remained unused and neglected for many years and was demolished in 1991.
The light posts from the north side of the bridge were saved and placed in the Tempe History Museum
loading dock, where they remained because they were far too heavy to move inside to display and store
properly. A solution was found this February when the Tempe History Society offered to pay for a


https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/lunch-talks
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
mailto:museum@tempe.gov

contractor to fabricate steel stands with casters that hold the posts upright and make them moveable,
allowing them to be housed inside the building for the first time. They are currently stored and ready to
be rolled into the gallery for future exhibits.

Left: The Ash
Avenue Bridge
light posts are
visible in this
photograph
taken from the
north side of
the Salt River.

Left: The light posts now safely stored inside the
museum.




EXHIBITS

Featured Exhibit Opening Celebration
Ranfla Vida: Local Lowrider History
Noon-5 p.m. | Sunday, March 22 | FREE | INFO

Ranfla Vida translates to "Lowrider Life." The Ranfla
Vida exhibit will highlight local histories and cultural
narratives as they relate to Lowrider cars and people.
Since the initial aspirations to transform a vehicle into a
conceptual or modified car, people have found ways to
showcase their own uniqueness in converting what was
a standard design into a visionary form of art.

In the aftermath of World War Il, Mexican American
communities found a way to customize their vehicles by
lowering them to the ground, giving birth to a new
tradition. Today, lowrider cars are a multigenerational,
multicultural, and multimillion-dollar business that has
transcended borders, peoples, and cultures.

SAVE THE DATE

THS Lunch Talks
Three Bedrooms and a Carport by Scott Solliday
11:30 a.m. | Wednesday, April 8 | FREE | INFO

Performances at the Museum
Scattered Melodies and Tayrona

7 p.m. | Friday, April 10 | FREE | INFO
Outdoors in the Museum Plaza

Petersen House Drop-In Self-Guided Tour
11 a.m.-2 p.m. | Saturday, April 11 | FREE | INFO
1414 W. Southern Ave.

More information about Tempe History Museum
tempe.gov/Museum

@Vf@@z

LOCAL LOWRIDER HISTORY

TEMPE HISTORY MUSEUM
OPENS MARCH 22



https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/exhibits/featured-exhibit
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/lunch-talks
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/historic-houses/self-guided-experiences
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum



