PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA

TEMPE ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION Arts & Culture
January 13, 2025
6:00 pm

Tempe History Museum
809 E Southern Ave

Public comment requests for any item on the agenda must be emailed to joy higgins@tempe.qov prior to
the start of the meeting.

AGENDA

Call to Order

1. Public Appearances: The Arts & Culture Commission welcomes public comment for items listed on this
agenda. There is a three-minute time limit per individual. Anyone wishing to agendize an item for an
upcoming meeting should utilize the Public Appearances for consideration.

Approval: December 9, 2025 Tempe Arts & Culture Commission Minutes ACTION
Report: FY26 Arts & Culture Programming Revenue

Presentation & Discussion: FY26 Mid-year Recap

TACC Member Liaison Activity

Adjournment

Next Meeting: August 11, 2025

o & b

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Arts & Culture Commission may only discuss matters listed on the
agenda. The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities. With 72
hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons.
Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting.



mailto:joy_higgins@tempe.gov

Minvutes

TEMPE ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION

December 9, 2025

Minutes of the Tempe Arts and Culture Commission (TACC) meeting recorded at 6:00pm on December 9,
2025, held at Tempe Center for the Arts.

(MEMBERS) Present:
Matt Ellsworth

Bryan Esparza

Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier
Andrea Hanley

Haylee Mills — Vice-chair
Lisa Roach

Teresa Robinette

Angela Russell, Arrived at 6:30 pm
Kendra Sollars

Jennifer Song

Jacqueline Swan — Chair

(MEMBERS) Absent:
None

Call to Order

City Staff Present:

Brenda Abney, Deputy Director — Arts & Culture Division

Joy Cortright, Administrative Analyst — Arts & Culture Division
Josh Roffler, Manager — Tempe History Museum

Rebecca Blume Rothman, Manager — Tempe Public Art

Maja Aurora, Manager — Tempe Community Arts

Meribeth Reeves, Manager — Tempe Center for the Arts
Kara Osburn, Sr Financial Analyst — Arts & Culture Division
Garilyn Bourgeois, Manager — Arts & Culture Marketing

Guest(s) Present:
Joshua Lapp, Designing Local

e Jacqueline Swan, TACC Chair, called the TACC meeting to order at 6:02 pm.

Agenda ltem 1 — Public Appearances

e None

Agenda ltem 2 — Presentation and Approval — Tempe Public Art Plan

Rebecca Blume Rothman introduced Joshua Lapp of Designing Local to present an overview of the 2026

Tempe Public Art Plan.

J. Swan asked the Arts & Culture Commission to consider the approval of the 2026 Tempe Public Art Plan.
MOTION:  Matt Ellsworth moved to approve the 2026 Tempe Public Art Plan
SECOND: Lisa Roach seconded
AYES: Matt Ellsworth, Bryan Esparza, Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills,
Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angela Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song,
Jacqueline Swan

ABSTAIN: None
NAYS: None

RESULT: Motion passed with a 11-0 vote

ABSENT: None
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Agenda ltem 3 — Approval of the November 18, 2025 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes

J. Swan asked the commissioners to review an unapproved TACC minutes document dated November 18,
2025.

MOTION: Haylee Mills moved to approve November 18, 2025 Tempe Arts and Culture
Commission Meeting Minutes

SECOND: Jacqueline Swan seconded

AYES: Matt Ellsworth, Bryan Esparza, Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills,
Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angela Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song,
Jacqueline Swan

ABSTAIN: None

NAYS: None

RESULT: Motion passed with a 11-0 vote

ABSENT: None

Agenda ltem 4 — Approval of the 2025 Tempe Arts & Culture Commission Annual Report
J. Swan asked the commission to review and approve the 2025 TACC Annual Report.
MOTION: Lisa Roach moved to approve the 2025 TACC Annual Report
SECOND: Jacqueline Swan seconded
AYES: Matt Ellsworth, Bryan Esparza, Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills,
Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angela Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song,
Jacqueline Swan
ABSTAIN: None
NAYS: None
RESULT: Motion passed with a 11-0 vote
ABSENT: None

Agenda ltem 6 — Elections: 2026 TACC Chair and Vice-chair
e Appoint Jacqueline Swan as 2026 TACC Chair — ran uncontested
e Appoint Haylee Mills as 2026 TACC Vice-chair — ran uncontested

J. Swan asked the commission to approve the appointment of Jacqueline Swan as 2026 Chair and Haylee
Mills as 2026 Vice-chair of the Tempe Arts & Culture Commission.
MOTION: Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier moved to approve the appointments
SECOND: Teresa Robinette seconded
AYES: Matt Ellsworth, Bryan Esparza, Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills,
Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angela Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song,
Jacqueline Swan
ABSTAIN: None
NAYS: None
RESULT: Motion passed with a 11-0 vote
ABSENT: None

Meeting adjourned at 6:37pm
Prepared by: Joy Cortright
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Work in Progress

Mill Avenue Underpass Phase Il

Throughout the holiday break, a construction team has been adding an electrical cabinet, lighting, and
foundations to the Mill Avenue Underpass site in anticipation of Phase Il lighting up the corridor. The
color lights are meant to mimic the color reflections seen during the daylight hours. The lighting is being
installed along the west side of the roadway, where the pedestrian pathway is located, as well as within
the vehicular underpass heading south from downtown. Over the next 6 weeks, the community can
expect to see landscaping improvements and electrical upgrades with completion expected by the end
of February.

We are thrilled to see this project coming to completion and happy to share that the community is
pleased as well. A celebration is being planned, and details will be shared as soon as possible!

Rural and Warner Utility Boxes

Tuesday, February 24 | 5 pm | Postino South Tempe

8749 S. Rural Road, Tempe, AZ 85284

You’'re invited!

Celebrate the public unveiling of new utility box murals at the
northeast corner of Rural and Warner Road (next to Postino). Designed
by Tempe based artist Kelsey Phillips, and shaped by community input,
these new murals reflect the people who live, work, and travel through
South Tempe every day.

Light snacks will be provided, and guests will have the opportunity to
meet the artist.




Things to look forward to in 2026.... otherwise known as COMING
SOON...

e Public Art workshops for artists are coming this spring!

e SITE/ASU partnership with the ASU School of Art, Tempe Public Art, and the Tempe History
Museum at Eisendrath House

e Daley, Cole, and Rotary Park play surfaces designed by artists and installed as part of the play
area upgrades

e Kiwanis North Play area — in fabrication with install slated for Summer 2026

e Hardy Street redesign and refresh — design occurring through early 2026 with fabrication and
installation slated for summer 2026

e Tempe Beach Park Plinth artwork (artist selection is underway right now!)

e Design phase for Indian Bend Wash (artist selection is underway right now!)

More information about Tempe Public Art
tempe.gov/PublicArt


http://www.tempe.gov/publicart
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All events occur at the Museum unless otherwise noted

Explore the Past, Discover Community

RECENT

Christmas at Petersen House 2025

The first three weeks in December drew a total of 1,896 visitors to
the annual Christmas at Petersen House open house events. This is
an increase of 92 visitors from the 2024 Christmas at Petersen
House event season. The museum enhanced the festive
atmosphere by welcoming various performers each weekend,
including the Marcos de Niza Madrigal Singers, the Tetra Chamber
Music Institute, Trevon Powell and Victorian reenactors.

A variety of vendor booths and activities were available each
weekend on the grounds and included:

e Tempe History Museum Pop-Up Shop

e Tempe History Society

e Holiday craft activity & Guess that Gadget activity (Tempe

History Museum)

e Connected Tempe

e Tempe Artist Guild

e Tempe Garden Club

e Tempe Park Rangers

e Tempe Public Library / Friends of the Tempe Library

e Wood carver Mark Mosher

UPCOMING

Performances at the Museum

Ruta Verbena

Friday, Jan.9 | 7 p.m. | INFO

Ruta Verbena is an 8-piece Latin powerhouse based in
Tucson, Arizona, delivering high-energy, dance-driven music
inspired by the rich rhythms and melodies of South America.
Blending traditional instruments like flute, trumpet, and
congas with fresh, vibrant arrangements, Ruta Verbena
creates an electrifying sound that gets crowds moving and
spirits soaring. This free event will be held in the museum’s
Community Room.



https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum

THS Lunch Talks

Tempe's Enigmatic Danelle Plaza by Rob Moore

Wednesday, Jan. 14 | 11:30 a.m. | INFO

By exploring this mid-century retail center's creation and evolution, we better
understand how one of Tempe's most 'enigmatic' places came to be so
controversial while also playing a critical role in nurturing the community's
local art, live music and small business scenes.

Rob Moore is a resident and small business owner in Tempe. Moore
coordinates 'The Danelle Project' as a community effort to both support and
build awareness about the plaza's historic and ongoing cultural, social
economic contributions while advocating for a redevelopment solution that
embraces its local identity and community assets.

Eisendrath House Drop-In Self-Guided Tour
Saturday, Jan. 24 | 11 a.m.-2 p.m.| INFO

1400 N. College Ave.

Drop by to experience this intriguing historic
home and its beautiful surroundings. Free
admission, no registration necessary. Donations
welcome!

Intro to Calligraphy Workshop

Sunday, Jan. 25 | 11 a.m.-2 p.m. | INFO

In this 3-hour Intro to Calligraphy class presented by Maureen P. Kane, VP Programs, Calligraphic Society
of Arizona (CSA), we’ll adopt the slow, peaceful lettering style common from around 300 CE to medieval
times: Uncial. We'll use both a chisel-edged pen and a pointed brushpen to practice two versions of the

rounded, calm letters of the Uncial hand.

This special Sunday workshop in the museum’s Community Room includes light refreshments. Tickets
are $20 and include a beginner’s kit for each participant to take home — reserve your seat by calling 480-
350-5100 or book via Eventbrite (fees apply), space is limited.

THE

AAAC Book Club SEMINARIAN

The Seminarian: Martin Luther King, Jr. Comes of Age by Patrick Parr
Wednesday, Jan. 29 | 5 p.m. | Zoom | INFO

Dr. Felicia Durden will lead the first discussion for The Seminarian: Martin
Luther King, Jr. Comes of Age by Patrick Parr. This is the first session for this
title.

Martin Luther King Jr.
Comes of Age

All participants are welcome to partake in this book club series that meets
monthly via Zoom to discuss works written by Black authors. Email
museum@tempe.gov to indicate your interest and receive the Zoom link.



https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/lunch-talks
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/historic-houses/self-guided-experiences
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/lunch-talks
https://thmcalligraphy.eventbrite.com/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
mailto:museum@tempe.gov

EXHIBITS

Traveling Guest Exhibit
TRIUMPH IN TRAGEDY: Stories of Courage and

Connection

On display now through April 2, 2026

Triumph in Tragedy is an exhibition from the Arizona Jewish
Historical Society that is displayed in parts at various museums and
galleries around Arizona, including Tempe History Museum. It shares
powerful personal stories from the Holocaust, highlighting survivors
and liberators with Arizona connections and their resilience,
compassion, and strength of spirit, even in history’s darkest hours.

COLLECTIONS

B.B. Moeur House Mural

This is a section of a mural that was painted on the exterior of the
B.B. Moeur House in Tempe in the late 1950s or early 1960s. At
that time, the house was being used as a curio shop and was
heavily decorated with Native American imagery. When the B.B.
Moeur House was restored by the City of Tempe in 1992, the
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Hatton Hall, the meeting space built on the property, where they Sl il et i U
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were displayed for over 30 years. Today, the B.B. Moeur House is : 1L'L‘K hh o - !

being converted into a restaurant, so museum staff removed the
framed mural from the property and will add it to the museum’s permanent collection.

SAVE THE DATE

Community Room Featured Exhibit: Matriarchs of Washington Park
On display February 3-28, 2026
Exhibit Opening Reception: Tuesday, February 3, 6-8 p.m. | INFO

AAAC Faith in Action Prayer Breakfast
Friday, Feb. 6 | 9-11 a.m. | Tempe Center for the Arts | INFO

AAAC Community Chats
An evening with Police Chief Kenneth McCoy
Tuesday, Feb. 10 | 5:30 p.m. p.m. | INFO

AAAC Black History Month Kids Activity Day
Saturday, Feb. 14 | 1-3 p.m. | FREE | Tempe History Museum | INFO

More information about Tempe History Museum
tempe.gov/Museum


https://azjhs.org/what-we-do/exhibitions/
https://azjhs.org/what-we-do/exhibitions/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum
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GALLERY AT TCA

Terra Forma Exhibition

Nov 15, 2025 — Mar 29, 2026 | INFO

Terra Forma is a contemporary ceramics exhibition that celebrates the vast
lineage of ceramics. It is an artform rooted in the humble, functional
objects of early civilizations that has grown into a field of limitless
expression. Here you’ll encounter works that honor tradition alongside
pieces that push boundaries through experimentation, performance, and
cross-disciplinary approaches. Together, they reflect the full spectrum of
contemporary ceramics: grounded in history, yet always evolving,
expansive, and alive with possibility.

Image artist: Elliott Kayser

TCA PRESENTS

The Sugar Thieves

Thursday, January 22 | 7:30 pm | INFO

The Sugar Thieves have been winning fans over worldwide with their high
energy, soulful live shows since 2006. Over the years they have honed their
brand of American roots music, creating a sound that is all their own. Freely
moving between blues, country, folk, gospel, rock and roll, and elements of
jazz, they honor the traditions that makes American music so great. From
smoky dive bars, to big festival stages, this band has what it takes to move
people.

Performance with a View: ASU Tuba Euphonium Studio
Tuesday, January 27 | 10:00 am | INFO

Join Dr. Deanna Swoboda and the ASU Tuba Euphonium Ensemble featuring
student compositions, and a march or two to get the toes tapping!

Citizen James - The Man Without a Country

Friday, February 6 | 7:30 pm | INFO

Before he became one of the most powerful voices of the Civil Rights
Movement, James Baldwin was a 24-year-old, aspiring writer. In this
captivating solo performance, James Alton channels Baldwin’s intellect,
humor, vulnerability, and determination—bringing to life the passion that
would define Baldwin’s legacy as one of the most fearless and prophetic
writers of the 20th century.



https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/gallery/gallery-at-tca
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/48-live
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/performance-with-a-view
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents

Charo

Friday, February 13 | 7:30 pm | INFO

The legendary Charo is bringing her unstoppable energy, iconic humor, and
world-class guitar artistry to the stage for one unforgettable evening! From
her famous “Cuchi Cuchi” catchphrase to her award-winning flamenco guitar
skills, Charo has dazzled audiences around the world — and now she’s ready
to light up Tempe with a show packed full of heart, humor, and pure joy.

Giovanni Kiyingi

Thursday, February 19 | 7:30 pm | INFO

Giovanni Kiyingi, the talented Ugandan folk singer-songwriter and world
music artist, captivates audiences worldwide with his extraordinary skills as
a multi-instrumentalist. His mesmerizing performances and soulful vocals
have earned him prestigious invitations to share the stage with renowned
artists at major music festivals and cooperative events across Uganda and
the globe. Enjoy his mastery of diverse instruments such as the local
Ugandan Endingidi, Akogo, Adungu, Endere, Djembe, Embuutu, Calabash,
Congas, and more which set him apart in the music industry.

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS
EVERY WEDNESDAY

Join us at this FREE, weekly series... hone your craft, test new material or
just enjoy some great music and an amazing view of Tempe Town Lake!
Hosted by Tempe’s favorite, Walt Richardson, Il. Walt has been writing
songs and playing guitar as far back as he can remember. “Standing alone
with a guitar gives me freedom of expression, and for me, that’s where it
all begins,” Richardson said. “It is an intimacy that touches each audience
member and gives rise to the message behind the music.” Richardson’s
vision and dedication have been instrumental in the success of Walk-in
Wednesdays Open Mic Night. INFO

OTHER UPCOMING JANUARY EVENTS

e Arizona Theatre Company presents Heist Jan 10-25
e MAC & Co. presents Et Cetera Jan 17
e Swan Lake Jan 29
e CONDER/dance presents Breaking Ground 2026 Jan30-31

View the full TCA Event Calendar



https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/48-live
http://www.walterrichardson.com/
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/walk-in-wednesdays-open-mic-night
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/calendar
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Recap

Fall Classes at Edna Arts | INFO

From Sept. 2 to Dec. 13, the Community Arts team welcomed 1271
participants — 70% Tempe residents and 30% nonresidents — to this
fall’s art classes and workshops at the Edna Vihel Arts Center.
Recent marketing campaigns have evolved to provide more
targeted opportunities to attract both Tempe residents and the
surrounding valley for these popular classes each season. The
session ended with 176 waitlisted participants, including 94 for
ceramics classes. Edna Arts featured over 160 classes and
workshops this quarter providing a variety of popular classes such
as pottery date night, sensory-filled art projects, drawing, mixed
media, printing, ceramics and more. Classes continue to grow in popularity and connect the community through
creative education.

e Registration is now open for winter classes running Jan. 20 to March 7. Register online at
tempe.gov/EdnaArts or call our front desk at 480-350-5287 to enroll.

Fall Fun at Free Art Friday | INFO

On Dec. 14, the Community Arts team welcomed 814 toddlers and
their families to the Edna Vihel Arts center for the final Free Art
Friday of 2025! Children aged 6 months to five years and their
grownups were invited to create together during an engaging
morning of gift making activities, dramatic play, music and
movement sessions with Emily Bruso of Natural Notes, a themed
photo booth and live music by Tempe Playlist artist Jared Fisher.
Themes and offerings change each month, so mark your calendar
for our spring events:

| &
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e Friendship Party: 9 a.m. to noon, Friday, Feb. 13. Edna Vihel Arts Center
e Bumblebee Ball: 9 a.m. to noon, Friday, March 6. Edna Vihel Arts Center
e Wiggles & Wheels: 9 a.m. to noon, Friday, April 17. Edna Vihel Arts Center

We give thanks to the Tempe Diablos for partially funding this program through their grant program!


https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/classes
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/classes
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/free-art-friday
https://www.tempediablos.org/

Upcoming

Dance Tempe Showcase | INFO

7-8:30 p.m. | Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026 | Tempe Center for the Arts
Mark your calendar for Dance Tempe at the Tempe Center for the
Arts! The free showcase will premiere pieces created by artists
Adrian Lobo, Allison Liedman and Megan Neese during their fall
2025 residencies in all six Tempe Union High School District
schools. The showcase will also feature additional pieces by each
high school and performances by the Resident Artists’ professional
companies.

Community Arts Grant Recipient Events
Join the Community Arts team in supporting our grantees.

e Oh My Ears; New Music 48 concert: Jan. 16 at Tempe Event Center | INFO

e MAC & Company; Et Cetera dance performance: Jan. 17 at TCA | INFO

e Third Space Dance Project; TRADE Lab Workshop: Jan. 23-25 at ASU Nelson Studio | INFO

e Downtown Tempe Foundation; Tempe Blooms: Jan. 24-25 in Downtown Tempe | INFO

e FABRIC Tempe; Behind the Seams: Jan. 29 at FABRIC | INFO

e Tempe Artist Guild; The Art of Us community exhibition: Jan. 30-Feb. 1 at Hackett House | INFO

More information about Tempe Community Arts
tempe.gov/CommunityArts



https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/arts-in-the-parks
https://www.ohmyears.org/event/new-music-48-contemporary-music-by-az-composers
https://macdance.org/events.html
https://thirdspacedanceproject.org/trade-labs
https://www.downtowntempe.com/events/tempe-blooms
https://fabricincubator.com/community/behind-the-seams/
https://tempeartistsguild.org/event/taou-2/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/-fsiteid-1
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CURRENT YEAR EXPENSES

Operating expenses by cost center (workgroup) for December are below. CIP, contingency, and TCA
roof debt service annual payment are not included. Please note that these are draft figures.

738,549.00

3741 Arts and Culture Admin S S 353,192.77 48%
3742 Arts and Culture Marketing S 931,706.00 | S 349,136.64 37%
3760 Tempe Center for the Arts S 6,744,503.00 S 3,041,085.35 45%
3781 Museum & Historic Houses S 1,700,935.00 S 600,533.14 35%
3785 Community Arts Engagement | S 1,706,016.00 | S 806,044.35 47%

Q 0
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CURRENT YEAR REVENUES

Revenues by cost center (workgroup) for December are below. Tax revenues are recorded a month
after they are earned. Please note that these are draft figures. TCA Presents and 48 Live ticket sales for
the 25-26 season are not fully reflected here, totaling approximately $152,600 to date.

Cost Centers Revenue Estimate Recognized Revenue % Target

3741 Arts & Culture Tax/Interest S 11,622,743.00 | $ 4,857,250.12 42%
3761 TCA Earned Revenue S 921,608.00 | $ 249,949.42 27%
3781 Museum & Historic Houses S 131,000.00 | S 70,416.16 54%
3785 Community Arts Engagement | $ 185,000.00 | S 87,544.15 47%

More information about Arts & Culture Finances
kara_osburn@tempe.gov
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