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4. Narrative—applications are evaluated based on how well the project meets the below criteria.

Ability: If approved for funding, briefly describe your ability to complete the project in a year and how it will be maintained 
in the future. 

Community Impact, Outreach and Outcomes: How does your project plan demonstrate meaningful and varied efforts to 
increase neighbor participation and include diverse participants? Share how your outreach process and strategies are and 
will continue to be as intentional and inclusive as possible. Describe how your project will impact the neighborhood/
community and the desired outcome. (i.e. better health due to more physical activity or public art promoting community 

identification and pride). 

Neighborhood Services staff : 
  Brenda Clark, Morgan Kennedy, Elizabeth Thomas,  

     Shauna Warner  
Art: Sharah Nieto 

Landscape/Lighting/Walls: Jacob Payne 

Parks/Playground: Dave McClure 

Signs: Mike Scarpitta 

Trees: Richard Adkins 

Traffic Calming: Cathy Hollow 

Water Conservation: Conservation@tempe.gov 

 Other: ___________________________________ 

3. Staff contacts Please select all staff that you have met with and/or contacted:

See attached document for full details.  Richard Adkins provided tree placement and species recommendations.  Dave 
McClure reviewed and approved the proposed locations in Meyer Park.  Jacob Payne noted that trees should have 
adequate separation from sidewalks and at least 20 foot separation from light posts, specific tree placements will 
adhere to these requirements.  If approved, the landscape contractor has confirmed that the project will be completed 
during late Winter 2025/Early Spring 2026 to optimize planting period for trees.  Contractor confirmed staking 
requirements would be met. Trees will be planted in existing flood plain.  Dave McClure confirmed that no additional 
irrigation would be necessary.  The landscape contractor built in a drip irrigation price to the quote in the case that any 
of the trees are planted slightly above the flood plain, though this should not be necessary.  

See attached document for full details.  
i. Community Impact: Additional trees at Meyer Park will contribute to an enhanced quality of life for all Tempe residents 
that use the park, which is one of Tempe City Council’s strategic priorities.  It will also increase the City of Tempe’s 
Canopy Cover, which contributes to carbon sequestration, pollution removal, and avoided runoff benefits.  Investments 
in trees are also highly visible to residents.  The first round of trees that were planted by previous Maryanne Corder 
grants 5 years ago are still commented on by residents as a positive impact of government on the community.
ii. Outreach: Neighbor participation in this project selection was diverse and inclusive.  A survey was distributed via 
Tempe Mailer, email chain, and Facebook posts to residents in Meyer Park, Hughes Acres, and Rural Geneva 
neighborhoods.  Surveys were also distributed at a Neighborhood Meeting on 2/14/2025.  Each survey included a line 
that asked if they would like participate in the Grant Sub-Committee.  31 Responses were received and over 66% of 
respondents selected ‘Landscape and Trees’ or ‘Parks’ as their top priority.   Grant Sub-Committee was 
established with representation from all 3 neighborhoods.  Grant Sub-Committee met on 3/12/2024 to finalize grant 
application direction – trees.  Project bids were solicited by Sam Boehringer and the final bid was selected based on 
price.
iii. Outcomes:  Meyer Park is a place of community where Tempeans of all ages come to gather, play, and be active.  
More would trees increase the shade canopy over walking paths and gathering areas, which in the hotter months makes 
enjoying the park more possible.  This grant is supported by a total of 3 neighborhoods including over 1,500 
households.  Additionally, Meyer Park has lost 2 of its oldest and largest shade-providing trees in the past year to 
disease/old age, so the effects of this grant would also help to mitigate those losses.  





 

ii. Planting: If approved, the landscape contractor has confirmed that the project 
will be completed during late Winter 2025/Early Spring 2026 to optimize 
planting period for trees.  Contractor confirmed staking requirements would be 
met. 

iii. Maintenance:  
1. Water: Trees will be planted in existing flood plain.  Dave McClure 

confirmed that no additional irrigation would be necessary.  The 
landscape contractor built in a drip irrigation price to the quote in the 
case that any of the trees are planted slightly above the flood plain, 
though this should not be necessary. 

2. Ongoing maintenance:  The city of Tempe will maintain park grounds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





2. Grant Sub-Committee was established with representation from all 3 
neighborhoods.  Grant Sub-Committee met on 3/12/2024 to finalize 
grant application direction – trees.  Email correspondence supporting 
this decision can be found at the end of this document.  Project bids 
were solicited by Sam Boehringer and the final bid was selected based 
on price.  Bids can be found at the end of this document. 
 

iii. Outcomes:  Meyer Park is a place of community where Tempeans of all ages 
come to gather, play, and be active.  More would trees increase the shade 
canopy over walking paths and gathering areas, which in the hotter months 
makes enjoying the park more possible.  This grant is supported by a total of 3 
neighborhoods including over 1,500 households.  Additionally, Meyer Park has 
lost 2 of its oldest and largest shade-providing trees in the past year to 
disease/old age, so the effects of this grant would also help to mitigate those 
losses.   
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