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Register to vote for
Tempe’s March 10 election

A total of 7 candidates qualified for the March 10, 2026
Tempe City Council election ballot. Voters will elect three

Councilmembers.

How to register or verify your voter information:
Visit azmvdnow.govi/vr or sign in at BeBallotReady.Vote
to ensure your voter registration is up to date. For additional
election information, visit tempe.gov/election.

City Council Candidates:
o Jennifer Adams o Robert Nichols
o Arlene Chin o Brooke St. George
o Joseph Forte o John Elvis Taska
o Berdetta Hodge

Key dates:

» \Voter registration deadline: Feb. 9, 2026
Ballots mailed to all registered Tempe voters:
Beginning Feb. 11, 2026
Election Day: March 10, 2026
Run off Election Day: May 19, 2026

Hear from Council candidates at two forums

The Tempe Chamber of Commerce and the Arizona Republic will host Tempe City Council candidate forums at the Tempe History Museum
leading up to the March 10, 2026 election. All candidates qualified to be on the ballot are invited to participate. Both forums are free to attend;
stream them live at tempe.gov/iTempe11. Visit tempe.gov/election for details.

e Tempe Chamber of Commerce: 6 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 18.
e The Arizona Republic: 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2026 with reporter and moderator Taylor Seely.

Violent crime down 21%

Tempe Police led the Valley in reducing violent crime,
according to statistics by the Arizona Department of
Public Safety.

Violent crime in Tempe was down by 21% in the first six
months of 2025 compared to the same period in 2024.
Throughout the Valley, violent crime was down 8%.
Tempe has seen a reduction in violent crime each year
since 2021, from 1,133 instances to 899 in 2024. The
decrease appears to be continuing this year with an even
larger drop. While no amount of crime is acceptable,
this trend is good news for the people of Tempe and the
Tempe Police Department.

TEMPE Give locally this season. Donate today!
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Contact us

tempe.gov

480-350-4311
Sign-up for Email News: tempe.gov/EmailNews

Regional Unity Walk

For 23 years, hundreds of residents from RUEG IO NAL
Chandler, Gilbert, Guadalupe, Mesa, Phoenix,

Scottsdale and Tempe have gathered at Tempe Uity (Wl
Town Lake to celebrate the annual Regional axTUnDa saNUARY 24, 2028

Unity Walk. On Saturday, Jan. 24, 2026, enjoy o ey
a short, one-mile walk that begins and ends at
Tempe Beach Park with residents of neighboring
communities. It’s free! A festival starts at 4:30
p.m. with music, food and fun. The walk starts
at 6 p.m. Get a free T-shirt and walk for unity,
mutual respect and understanding.
tempe.gov/UnityWalk.
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@tempegov You@® /Tempe11Video
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27th Annual MLK Diversity

Awards

Celebrate community leaders and organizations who
embody the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at Tempe’s
27th Annual MLK Diversity Awards. Hosted by the City of
Tempe and the Human Relations Commission, this annual
breakfast honors those who make a lasting impact through
diversity, inclusion and social justice. Join us Monday, Jan.
12, 2026 at 7:30 a.m. at Marriott Phoenix Resort Tempe at
The Buttes. Reserve your seat or table today and be part of
this Tempe tradition. tempe.gov/MLK

Show appreciation for your

i At . neighborhood
' Compassionate, connected and uniquely Tempe
Enjoy 2nd Sundays on Mill this Spring neighborhoods are sources of comfort, strength and beauty
Explore a curated market filled with Arizona makers, on-street for the residents who live in them. Help us celebrate special
entertainment, interactive art, themed activities, snacks and drinks — plus people, places and actions by nominating them for a
plenty of fun for all ages. Join the fun the second Sunday in January, Neighborhood Award! Nominations are open now through
February and April from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. downtowntempe.com Feb. 12, 2026, at 5 p.m. Honorees will be recognized and

celebrated at the 2026 Neighborhood Celebration on
Saturday, April 11, 2026, at Kiwanis Park. Award possibilities
include honors for individuals, neighborhoods, spaces,
events or initiatives.

Submit a nominee Visit tempe.gov/NeighborhoodCelebration for the
for Tem pe Arts + nomination form, criteria, local vendor information and more.
tem Culture Awards
b |A Help us recognize the outstanding .
artsand [ arts and culture happening in the Stay cozy, get creative and make
cultui 3 community by nominating a person some art this winter!
awards B or organization that has made a Chill out and warm up your imagination at the Edna Vihel
significant contribution and impact. Arts Center. Our studios offer the perfect place to escape the
Artists, educators, organizations, colder weather while you create your next masterpiece. With
volunteers, advocates and leaders classes for all ages, led by experienced instructors in a fun
are all eligible nominees for a and welcoming environment, there’s something for everyone.
Tempe Arts + Culture Award. Nominations are open Jan. 1 - Feb.12, 2026. Registration is open for Tempe residents on Monday, Dec. 8
Awardees will be honored at the Neighborhood Celebration in spring 2026. and for everyone else on Monday, Dec. 15.
tempe.gov/tacawards tempe.gov/EdnaArts

Join Arizona Theatre Company for fun-filled shows in

atcC

early 2026
o Heist: Jan. 10 - 25 at Tempe Center for the Arts. When a team of professional thieves assembles to

steal the world’s rarest jewels, the plan seems foolproof — until it goes spectacularly wrong. ARIZONA
e Ain't Misbehavin”: Feb. 21 — March 8 at Tempe Center for the Arts. This award-winning revue is a THEATRE

jubilant tribute to Fats Waller’s lasting legacy and the enduring charm of swing and jazz.
For tickets and more information, visit atc.org.

COMPANY

DECEMBER - DEC. 13 DEC. 19 JAN. 14

SELECT WEEKEN DS Azure with Tetra Holiday Show | TCA Presents: Sweet Honey in the | Tempe History Society’s Lunch
Christmas at Petersen House Tempe History Museum, 3 p.m. | Rock: Celebrating the Holydays Talks: Tempe’s Enigmatic

1414 W. Southern Ave., 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. tempe.gov/IMuseumEvents Tempe Center for the Arts, Danelle F.‘Iaza by Rob Moore

7:30 p.m. Tempe History Museum,

tempecenterforthearts.com 11:30 a.m.
tempe.gov/IMuseumEvents

Full events calendar at tempe.gov//ThingsToDo

tempe.gov/IMuseumHistoricHouses




Jobs, housing for 13 Tempe Works graduates
Tempe’s jobs program for people experiencing homelessness, Tempe Works, has
added 13 new graduates to its ranks, bringing the total number of graduates in
the past four years to 49. In addition to being connected to steady employment,
participants work with staff to find housing — a combination that helps people

end their homelessness and sets Tempe’s program apart from typical day labor
programs.

Graduate Barbara Lovell secured housing and successfully moved from her job in
Tempe Solid Waste to a position with a nonprofit organization Watch a
helping others. Of her future, Barbara said, “I hope to video
help the next person through their hardships by using my

: . Ofk-+{ 0
experiences as a guide. "_l_I'J._-._ s
Tempe Works is one of many strategies Tempe uses to help 2=l "l_i b
people end their homelessness. 4% 3 ]
tempe.gov/IEndingHomelessness iI.E rI-‘-;'.EI:

el o'}

Food Entrepreneurship Program
The City of Tempe is launching the Create Kitchen
Incubator Program (CKIP), where budding food
entrepreneurs can gain a deep understanding of what is
needed to operate a successful culinary business with
access to tools and support to make their vision become

a reality.

This unique program creates an opportunity for community
members who want to start or scale a food business to
receive business education, mentorship, market access
and experience in a commercial kitchen space. The first
cohort will kick off in early 2026 — applications are now
being accepted. tempe.gov/CreateKitchen.

Read with a child — change a life!

Volunteer as a tutor to help Tempe students become better readers through
the AARP Foundation Experience Corps program. Learn more at any of these
information sessions in 2026: Feb. 6 or 20, March 6 or 20 or April 17. Sessions
are 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. at the Tempe Public Library in the Ironwood Classroom.
We are also seeking male volunteers to mentor Tempe boys and help bridge
the literacy gap by providing foundational reading tutoring in partnership

with Experience Corps and My Brother’s Keeper Alliance, designed to

boost life outcomes for boys and young men of color. Learn more at any of
these information sessions in 2026: Feb. 6 or 20, March 6 or 20 or April 17.
Sessions are 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the Tempe Public Library in the Ironwood
Classroom. tempe.gov/ ExperienceCorps.

Holiday trash, recycling and grease disposal options

Blue bin recycling: paper, food boxes, mail, beverage cans, food Zero Waste Day: a free drive-thru recycling event held 7 a.m.-1 p.m.
cans, plastic and glass jars and jugs, and plastic bottles and caps Saturday, Jan. 31, 2026, at Kiwanis Park, 6111 S. All America Way.
are accepted in your blue bin. NOT accepted: Plastic bags or wrap, Find accepted items at tempe.gov/iZeroWaste.

disposable aluminum trays, plastic utensils, paper towels/napkins, Holiday trees: holiday trees are not accepted in the trash container.
styrofoam, bubble wrap, food waste or liquids. Put them out for bulk trash by placing them in the green organics pile
Household Products Collection Center: a free drive-thru during your scheduled week - remove tree stands, nails, ornaments,
open 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 1320 E. lights, garland and tinsel. Or drop off at the Sky Harbor Regional
University Drive. Find accepted items for repurposing and recycling at Transfer Station, 2425 S. 40th St., during business hours.
tempe.gov/HPCC.

THROUGH JAN. 4 | JAN. 24-25

World of lllumination: Rockin’ Tempe Blooms, Downtown
Christmas, Tempe Diablo Stadium | Tempe, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
worldofillumination.com downtowntempe.com

Holiday waste collection

schedules

Trash, recycling and green waste collection will change during
the weeks of Christmas and New Years. During these two
weeks, Thursday collection will be moved to Friday. Find
schedule changes at tempe.gov/HolidayTrashSchedule.



Tempe City Council
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Corey Woods
Mayor

Doreen Garlid
Vice Mayor

Jennifer Adams
Councilmember

Nikki Amberg
Councilmember

Arlene Chin
Councilmember

Berdetta Hodge
Councilmember

Randy Keating
Councilmember

Rosa Inchausti
City Manager

To contact the Mayor and
Council, call 480-350-8110.

Check tempe.gov/clerk for
updated schedules of City
Council meetings and agendas
or call 480-350-4311. Meeting
dates are subject to change.

Meetings are aired live on
Tempe 11 and streamed live at
tempe.gov/tempe11.

Questions or ideas?
Email the Tempe
Communication Office

CMR@tempe.gov or call
480-350-4311

JANUARY 2025

Bulk/uncontained trash, green
organics collection schedule

ltems must be placed by
6 a.m. on Monday of
your collection week, no
earlier than 10 days
prior. Holidays will not
affect the collection
schedule
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tempe.gov/BudgetPlan.
tempe.gov/BulkTrash * 480-350-4311

Rockin’ and rollin’ through Tempe

Rock ‘n’" Roll Arizona returns Jan. 17-18, 2026, bringing a tri-city tour of musical miles and
scenic Valley courses. This year’s running series features a half marathon, 10K, 5K and
kids race. Several streets will be impacted. Visit tempe.gov/StreetClosures for a full list
of restrictions and transit impacts. You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook for
event and emergency closures and detours or visit AZ511.gov for Valleywide daily street
restrictions and closures.

Discounts fore Tempe residents

Take advantage of City of Tempe resident rates at Ken McDonald and Rolling Hills

golf courses. Both courses offer resident discounts during check-in at the pro shop

when presenting a government-issued ID showing residency. At Ken McDonald Golf

Course, resident rates are $5-$7 lower than the posted year-round rates, walking or riding. At
Rolling Hills golf course, the resident rate is $36.92 through May 2026 (excluding night golf),
which includes 18 holes with a golf cart. Contact each course’s pro shop for more details:
Ken McDonald (480-878-3332), Rolling Hills (480-530-9880).

Give local on Giving Tuesday Dec. 2

Giving Tuesday is a day for global generosity - this year, direct your dollars to nonprofit
organizations serving Tempe. Your donations can help support our community members
facing ongoing uncertainty from job loss, an interruption in food benefits and storm damage.
tempe.goviTempeNeedsYou.

New Year’s resolution: clean air - make more

This year, commit yourself to improving air quality for your family, your community and
yourself,

1. Take transit, ride a bike or carpool to cut down on vehicle emissions.
tempe.gov/iTempeinMotion.

2. Plant trees to reduce ambient air temperatures and remove air pollutants. Get money
back for planting a tree. tempe.gov/TempeTrees.

3. Reduce, reuse and recycle! Help reduce air and water pollution. tempe.govirecycle.

Financial assistance, private pay options for Meals on Wheels

Tempe Community Action Agency’s Meals on Wheels program provides home-bound
seniors and adults with disabilities the comfort and security of a hot, nutritious meal - and a
daily well-being visit from a caring staff member or volunteer.

Designed for those recovering from iliness or managing a chronic condition, Meals on
Wheels helps individuals who have limited ability to access or prepare food on their own.

«  Fresh, nutritious meals delivered Monday through Friday
«  Friendly, reliable well-being checks

«  Available to qualified residents in Tempe
and South Scottsdale

+  Private pay option available - $8.00 per
meal

See if you or your loved one qualifies for
financial assistance by contacting the Area
Agency on Aging’s 24-hour Senior Help Line
at 602-264-4357. To enroll in the Private Pay
Program or for participant questions, call
TCAA at 480-858-6510. tempeaction.org.

Budget season begins soon

Tempe is developing operating and capital
budgets for Fiscal Year 2026-27, which begins
July 1, 2026. To ensure community priorities
are met, the city holds public meetings and
hosts an online forum to engage community
members about their priorities for the
upcoming budgets. Community input is an
essential component of the budget process.
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