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Approach



Tempe Tomorrow General Plan Objectives

• City of Tempe adopted Tempe Tomorrow 
General Plan 2050 in 2023

• Includes objectives related to establishing a 
Downtown Historic Core Plan

• Provides a framework for balancing historic 
preservation and development

• Focus/plan area is the “Downtown Historic 
Core” is still being established
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Plan Goals



Plan Goals

1. Celebrate History
• Expand Historic Resource Protections

• Inventory and protect key historic buildings
• Explore historic district opportunities

2. Promote Context-Sensitive Development
• Establish Design Guidelines

• Create guidelines for new development that respects the presence of the City’s historic properties

3. Support Vibrant Mixed-Use Growth
• Encourage Adaptive Reuse

• Incentivize reuse of historic structures while maintaining historic integrity
• Ensure a Balanced Approach to Development

• Explore creative ways to create financial incentives so that development does not come at the 
expense of historic resources

• Explore feasibility of overall community and family serving land uses that are underrepresented in 
the Downtown Core such as grocery stores, independent retailers, and services



Plan Goals

4. Enhance Economic Vitality
• Promote Infill on Underutilized Parcels

• Identify underutilized or redevelopable parcels
• Promote historic tourism and local businesses
• Balance density and ensure there are ample economic benefits to pursuing Historic 

Preservation on a parcel-by-parcel basis

5. Strengthen Downtown Tempe’s Identity
• Improve Public Spaces and the Public Right of Way

• Public Art and Historic Artifacts
• Enhance Connectivity Throughout and Beyond the Downtown

• Wayfinding
• Connections to key adjacent landmarks: ASU, Tempe Center for the Arts, etc. 



Participation



Commission Meetings Input

a. September 9 – Development Review Commission
 Appreciate historic buildings and want to emphasize indoor-outdoor 

connections and public realm

b. September 10 – Historic Preservation Commission
 Importance of community and key stakeholder involvement 

throughout the process
 Protect historic sites and consider visual and archaeological 

impacts (especially to Tempe Butte [Oidbad Do’ag])
 Limit high-rise and parking structures in core area, and create an 

urban park



Small Group Meetings In Process

• Arizona Historic Preservation 
Foundation

• Arizona State University (ASU)
• Downtown Tempe Authority
• Gila River Indian Community 

(GRIC)
• Historic Core Businesses and 

Property Owners
• Tempe Chamber of Commerce
• Tempe Economic Development 

Staff
• Tempe History Museum

• Tempe Historic Preservation 
Foundation

• Tempe Sister Cities
• Tempe Tourism Office
• State Historic Preservation 

Office (SHPO)
• Salt River-Pima Maricopa 

Indian Community (SRP-MIC)
• More to come!



Small Group Meetings Input

What are we hearing?
Preserve the connection to the Butte (Oidbad Do’ag), including the viewshed to 

the Butte from Downtown. The Butte is culturally important.
Use the public realm to tell the whole story of Downtown and Tempe (through 

buildings, signs, walking tours, etc…). Shade is critically important. 
Explore financial and process incentives to preserve historic properties.
The balance between development and preservation is the key. 
The character/authenticity of Tempe’s historic core is part of its uniqueness. 
The connection between old and new needs to be carefully studied. 
A gathering space is missing. Tempe needs “stickiness,” a reason to stay. 
What is missing from downtown core? Everyday uses: dry cleaners, hardware, 

market



Interactive Survey



Interactive Survey

https://bit.ly/Tempe_Historic_Core



Historic 
Preservation







Historic Preservation in Downtown Tempe

• Important to recognize the historic context and preservation 
outside of the designated historic properties

• Include and recognize the Butte and its importance to Tempe 
(including the visual importance and viewsheds to the Butte)

• What kinds of incentives can be developed to encourage 
preservation of the remaining historic fabric?

• Consider archeological resources as well and how that fits in with 
the context of Downtown Tempe

• Like the idea of a core area and a buffer area around it 

What are we hearing?



Development





Development in Downtown Tempe

• Having a distinct identity has economic value
• Historic preservation along with good urban planning can be an 

economic benefit
• Progress that respects the past but does not kill the future
• Don’t slow down development for the sake of historic fabric
• Identify design and scale elements that should be reinforced such 

as the pedestrian experience
• Respect the historic character and respect the new
• Development agreements – every site is different

What are we hearing?



Plan Area



















Next Steps
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