
 

Minutes of the Tempe Arts and Culture Commission (TACC) meeting recorded at 6:00pm on November 18, 
2025, held at Tempe History Museum. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Matt Ellsworth 
Bryan Esparza 
Haylee Mills – Vice-chair 
Lisa Roach 
Teresa Robinette 
Angela Russell 
Jennifer Song 
Jacqueline Swan – Chair 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier 
Andrea Hanley  
Kendra Sollars 
 
 

City Staff Present: 
Brenda Abney, Deputy Director – Arts & Culture 
Joy Higgins, Management Assistant – Arts & Culture Division 
Josh Roffler, Manager – Tempe History Museum 
 
 
Guest(s) Present: 
None 

Call to Order 

• Jacqueline Swan, TACC Chair, called the TACC meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 

• None 
 
Agenda Item 2  – Approval of the October 14, 2025 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes  
J. Swan asked the commissioners to review an unapproved TACC minutes document dated October 14, 
2025. 

MOTION: Jennifer Song moved to approve October 14, 2025 Tempe Arts and Culture Commission 
Meeting Minutes. 

SECOND: Teresa Robinette seconded 
AYES: Matt Ellsworth, Bryan Esparza, Haylee Mills, Theresa Robinette, Angela Russell, 

Jennifer Song, Jacqueline Swan 
ABSTAIN:  Lisa Roach 
NAYS: None 
RESULT: Motion passed with a 7-0 vote  
ABSENT:  Andrea Hanley, Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Kendra Sollars 

 
Agenda Item 3 – Update from Deputy Director – Arts & Culture 

• Brenda Abney, Deputy Director, gave the following updates: 
o Introduction of Matt Ellsworth – new Arts & Culture Commissioner 
o Tempe Jam was a smash, attendance was more than double of last year at 3200 people.  
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o A the Legends Celebration held at the Musuem, Tempe History Society celebrated the 2025 
Tempe Legends: Michelle Brooks-Totress, Stu Seifert, Rob Moore, Darlene Justus, Robert and 
Vera Brookes, Gabino “Gabby” Montana, Dr. Leland Fairbanks, and Mary Ann Kwilosz.  

o The annual Christmas at the Petersen House series takes place the first three weekends in 
December with the opening on December 10.  

o The annual OXDX Native Holiday Market at TCA takes place November 29, 10am-5pm. 
o TCA Gallery’s new ceramics exhibition, Terra Forma, is open. The Public Reception will be held 

on December12, 6-9pm. This is the first exhibition curated by the new TCA Gallery Curator, Dani 
Godreau.  

o Get in the holiday spirit with TCA Presents events: Canadian Brass on December 12, Sweet 
Honey in the Rock on December 19. Reach out to Joy Higgins if you’d like tickets to either show.  

o The Tempe History Museum is beginning the recruitment process to fill the Curator of Collections 
vacancy, previously held by the current Museum Manager, Josh Roffler.  

 
Agenda Item 4 – Tour: Museum Collections 
Josh Roffler, Museum Manager led a behind-the-scenes tour of the Museum’s collections. 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Review: 2025 TACC Annual Report  
Joy Higgins, Administrative Analyst, presented a draft of the 2025 TACC Annual report for review. J. Swan, 
Chair, led a discussion about TACC member activations in 2025 that relate to the current set of goals, as well as 
develop goals for 2026.  
See Attachment A.  
 
Agenda Item 6 – Nominations: 2026 TACC Chair and Vice-chair 

• Jacqueline Swan is nominated for Chair – nomination accepted 

• Haylee Mills is nominated for Vice-chair – nomination accepted 

• An email will be sent out to solicit any additional nominations.  
 
Agenda Item 7 – TACC Member Liaison Efforts 

• Jacqueline Swan – Gathered surveys at Arts in the Parks, had a blast at Tempe Jam, visited History 
Museum, produced and attended many TAMC shows and events at Danelle Plaza, produced a show at 
Hayden Flour Mill. 

• Jennifer Song – Attended Arts in the Parks at Optimist Park, attended the Dia de los Muertos event at 
Tempe History Museum, enjoying Halloween décor in the neighborhoods.  

• Haylee Mills – Attended Tempe Jam with friends, busy with TAMC events, organized GAIN afternoon. 

• Bryan Esparza – Sat on three panels for Community Arts and Public Art, saw a show at an abandoned 
warehouse, designed the bike racks and benches installed at Rainbow Road building in Downtown 
Phoenix.   

• Matt Ellsworth – New initiative through Flynn Foundation: Arizona Community Neuroarts Coalition - how 
arts can have health impacts. 

• Teresa Robinette – Attended Arts in the Parks at Optimist and Clark Parks, recommended a local band 
for the Tempe Playlist and they were accepted, did some work on Maryann Corder Grant project for 
mosaics, experienced much culture during travels in Turkey, School of Earth and Space Exploration – 
Psyche Program. 

• Angela Russell – Attended Escalante Halloween event in the park, attended an event at the Lakes.  

• Lisa Roach – Attended Tempe Tardeada – Community Arts tables were well visited, viewed Dry Surf 
Exhibit at Tempe History Museum, participated in Double Butte cemetery tour, attended Tempe Legends 
event at History Museum.  

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm       
Prepared by: Joy Higgins  



Attendance numbers will be updated after the December 

meeting and before submitting the report to the City Clerk.  

Attachment A – November 2025 Minutes 
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Description as Defined in Ordinance:   
Sec. 2-204.  Powers and duties. 
 
The Tempe Arts and Culture Commission shall have the following powers and duties: 
 
(1) To advise the City Council, through the Community Services Department, in the development of an arts and culture 
plan and any subplans thereto and to promote such plans; 
 
(2) To support the City’s General Plan goals relating to arts and culture and encourage diverse citizen participation in arts 
and culture programs and initiatives;  
 
(3) To advise City staff on arts and culture programs, projects, policies and initiatives;  
 
(4) To advise the City Council, through the Community Services Department, in articulating the vision for and explore the 
critical issues relating to arts and cultural development based on projected arts and culture funding. 
 (City Code, Chapter 2, Article V, Division 3) 
 

List of Board and Commission Members, Including Attendance and Service Dates:  
  

Member Term Start Term End Attendance 

Matthew Ellsworth 10/22/25 12/31/2025 1/2 

Angela Russell 1/1/25 12/31/27 7/9 

Kendra Sollars 1/1/25 12/31/27 7/9 

Bryan Esparza 1/1/25 12/31/27 7/9 

Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier 6/6/2024 12/31/2026 4/9 

Will Lucht 6/6/2024 03/31/25 1/4 

Teresa Robinette 6/6/2024 12/31/2027 6/9 

Andrea Hanley 2/1/2024 12/31/2026 6/9 

Lisa Roach 10/20/2022 12/31/2025 7/9 

Haylee Mills 3/25/2021 12/31/2026 8/9 

Jacqueline Swan 12/3/2020 12/31/2026 8/9 

Jennifer Song 12/12/2019 12/31/2025 7/9 

 
Name of Chair and Vice Chair:   
▪ Chair – Jacqueline Swan  
▪ Vice Chair – Haylee Mills 
 

Staff Liaison and Contact Information:  

Name Department Phone Email 

Brenda Abney Community Services (480) 350-5655 brenda_abney@tempe.gov 
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Meeting Frequency and Location:   
The Commission held eight (8) regular meetings and one retreat in 2025. The Commission met regularly the second Monday or 
second Tuesday of the month at 6pm in person at the Tempe Public Library, Tempe History Museum, the Escalante Center, or 
Tempe Center for the Arts, as well as virtually via Teams. 
 

Number of Meetings Cancelled and Reason for Cancellation:   
The Arts & Culture Commission takes a two-month break each summer. In 2025, TACC took a summer break during June and 
July.  
 

Vacancies and Duration of Vacancies:   
The Commission had one vacancy during 2025, from April through October. It was filled in late October.   
 

Subcommittee and Subcommittee Activity:   
Did the Board/Commission have any subcommittees active during the reporting period?  No.. 
 

Mission Statement:   
A great city is defined by its arts and culture. The mission of the Tempe Arts & Culture Commission is to support an atmosphere 
in which arts and culture can flourish, and to inspire Tempe citizens to recognize arts and culture as essential to the whole life of 
our community.   
 

Accomplishments (Past 12 Months):   
Tempe Arts & Culture Awards: In 2019 the commission established an award program to celebrate excellence in arts and 
culture by recognizing individuals and organizations that have made significant contributions to arts and culture in Tempe. Three 
commissioners served on the selection panel to determine six local creatives who received Arts & Culture Awards at the annual 
Neighborhood Celebration event in April 2025. 
 
Liaison efforts – Members of the Commission serve as Arts & Culture Liaisons in many capacities: 

 
Tempe Community Arts 

Arts Grants – Commission members served in the grant review process for Tempe Arts Grants which are awarded to 
applicants offering arts programs and events that serve the Tempe community.  

• Creative Current Grants – three panels 

• Next Wave Grants – two panels 
Community Programs – Commission members served as liaisons for the following programs: 

• Arts in the Parks 
o Selection panel - Participatory Visual Art 
o Selection panel - Performance Art 
o Event-day survey solicitation 

• Dance Tempe 
o Panel review 

 
Tempe History Museum  

Commission members served the Museum for the following: 

• Museum Program Committee 
 

Tempe Public Art  

Commission members served on artist selection panels for the following projects:  

• Escalante Teen Room Mural 

• Hardy Drive Artwork 
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• Mill Underpass  

• Campbell/Optimist Play Area 

• MAC Grant 

• Rural & Warner Artwork 
 
Annual Retreat: The Commission’s tenth annual retreat was held on February 10, 2025 in the Tempe Library Ironwood Room. 
Staff of Community Services, Arts & Culture Marketing, Tempe History Museum, Tempe Center for the Arts, Tempe Public Art, 
and Tempe Community Arts engaged in conversation about how TACC can best support the efforts of the Arts & Culture 
Division and the City of Tempe. The TACC Chair led in-depth discussions on redefining the connection between a healthy art 
ecosystem and supporting the division.  
 
 
TACC Member Activations related to 2025 Goals 
Arts & Culture Plan Activations 

• Members discussed the development of a new Tempe Arts & Culture Strategic Plan with Lord Consulting Services 
during a commission meeting. This discussion brought clarity to the project goals, timeline, and stages of planning 
leading to the final deliverable in 2026.  

• Members used social media, word of mouth, and their personal community networks to encourage artists to apply 
for funding and creative opportunities with the many Arts Grants, projects, classes, and programs offered by 
Tempe Arts & Culture. These efforts support the development of Tempe as a local incubator for creative talent and 
bring new artists into the city arts fold.   
 

Collaborative Activations 

• Members encouraged diversifying the locations of TACC meetings to expand member familiarity with facilities and 
resources offered by Tempe Arts & Culture and the City of Tempe, such as Escalante Center, Tempe Center for 
the Arts, and Tempe History Museum. 

• Members helped recruit new commissioners through personal networks and involvement in formal promotion with 
the City.  

 
 
Project & Program Activations 

• Members volunteered at events to solicit survey completion from attendees.  

• Members served on artist selection panels, juries, collections committees, and grant panels as TACC Liaisons.  

• Members addressed city council at meetings in support of Tempe Arts & Culture programs and initiatives.  

• Members attended several arts and culture events, often accompanied by friends, family, and out-of-town guests.  

• Members promoted and attended shows at Danelle Plaza to meet and engage with local artists.  

• Members sought new places and events, encouraging networking with new people, and resulting in community 
connections and broadened horizons.  

• Tempe Arts & Culture Awards brought awareness of local artists and celebrated their contributions to the artistic 
and cultural livelihood of Tempe.  

 
Goals Related to City Council Strategic Priorities, if Applicable (Next 12 Months):   
Arts & Culture Plan Goals: 
Goal: Advise the Tempe Arts and Culture Division on appropriate performance standards when evaluating programs. 
Recommend public involvement mechanisms to assure community-based programs, projects, policies, and initiatives follow the 
2015 Arts & Culture Plan and the 2020 AMS Report with an emphasis on equity and inclusion. 
  
Goal: Support the development of Tempe as an incubator for local artistic talent through increased awareness and marketing of 
Tempe Arts and Culture opportunities. Encourage involvement of the Tempe artist community in the work of the Commission 
through direct interaction. Partner with city staff to engage artistic communities that have less awareness of City offerings.  
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Collaborative Goals: 
Goal: Support the integration of Tempe historic properties in arts and cultural programming, in partnership with the Historic 
Preservation Office. Collaborate with staff to help develop ways to use these resources and connect them to the public.  
 
Goal: Engage more broadly with community and organizations through communications, social media reposting, speaking 
events, third party art or historic events, and other types of collaborations to raise awareness of the arts and culture in Tempe. 
 
Goal: Support division-wide collaboration with community organizations and creatives by sharing ideas, opportunities, and 
feedback for making those connections.  
 
Project/Program Support Goals: 
Goal: Support art integration in the community through the marketing and preservation of programs at Danelle Plaza, expansion 
of the Tempe Playlist and Arts in the Park, and the addition of new venues and space for creativity and performances in 
neighborhoods throughout the city of Tempe.  
 
Goal: Assist and collaborate with staff to move forward the development of the 2026 Arts & Culture Plan, the TCA’s 20th 
Anniversary Celebration, and the expansion of Tempe Jam,  
 




