T Tem pe

Minutes
Desert Conservation Commission
September 30, 2025

Minutes of the Desert Conservation Commission meeting held on September 30, 2025,
3:30 p.m., Hybrid Meeting- Tempe Public Library, 2" Floor Cottonwood Board Room,
3500 South Rural Road, Tempe, AZ. and virtually through Microsoft Teams

Members Present: Members Absent:
Laura Stewart — Chair Ricardo Juan Leonard
Kelli Cholieu — Vice Chair Jane Neuheisel
Donald Burt

Kimberly Gaffney-Loza
Dushawn John-Armenta
Shereen Lerner

Elba Quintero

City Staff Present:

Alex Jovanovic, Staff Liaison- Deputy Community Services Director — Parks
Alex Cortese, Parks Manager

Bobbi Lloyd, Administrative Analyst

Lindsay Post, Transportation Planner, Senior

Gabriel Sabori, Park Maintenance Supervisor

Chase Walman, Transportation Planner, Principal

Upon the establishment of a quorum, meeting was called to order at 3:32 p.m. by Chair Laura
Stewart.

Agenda Item 1 — Public Appearances

Mel Kessler spoke regarding Agenda Item 7- Preserve Management Plan with comments
related to the recommendation of removing holiday displays and he spoke in support of keeping
them.

Agenda Item 2 — Approval of Meeting Minutes

August 5, 2025

Motion by Donald Burt to approve the meeting minutes of August 5, 2025, as submitted;
seconded by Kimberly Gaffney-Loza. Motion passed on a 7-0 vote.

Ayes: Chair Laura Stewart, Vice-Chair Kelli Cholieu and commission members, Donald Burt,
Kimberly Gaffney-Loza, Dushawn John-Armenta, Shereen Lerner and Elba Quintero.
Absent: Ricardo Juan Leonard and Jane Neuheisel




Agenda Item 3 — Transportation Plan
Lindsay Post presented to the commission a PowerPoint presentation on the Tempe
Transportation Plan 2050. Presentation included the following:
e Project team
Project timeline
Scope of work
Why now
Public involvement
o Phase | outreach
e Existing conditions by mode
o Active transportation- pedestrian, bike, scooter
o Transit
o Traffic
o Crash data
o What is Tempe working on now
What’s next
o Staying involved/next steps

Agenda Item 4 — Annual Report Draft
Alex Jovanovic presented to the commission the 2025 Annual Report Draft. Presentation
included the following:
¢ Ordinance description
Board members; term, attendance, chair, vice chair
Meetings
Vacancies
Subcommittees
Mission statement
Accomplishments; meeting topics, action taken, event attendance
Commission goals

Motion by Shereen Lerner to approve the 2025 Annual Report pending additions; seconded by
Elba Quintero. Motion passed on a 7-0 vote.

Ayes: Chair Laura Stewart, Vice-Chair Kelli Cholieu and commission members, Donald Burt,
Kimberly Gaffney-Loza, Dushawn John-Armenta, Shereen Lerner and Elba Quintero.

Absent: Ricardo Juan Leonard and Jane Neuheisel

Staff to send updated report including additions discussed at meeting.

Agenda Item 5 — Officers
e 2025 Vice Chair- With one meeting remaining for the year, commission decided not to
fill.
o 2026 Officers- Deferred to next meeting. Staff to send email to all members for
consideration if interested in being nominated.

Staff to send link for new commission application submittals and categories open.



Agenda Item 6 — Papago Preserve Vandalism: Butte Graffiti
Alex Jovanovic presented to the commission on the Papago Preserve Vandalism: Butte Graffiti.
Presentation included the following:
e Ranger report 8/16/2025
HPO; no ASM permit needed
Location, terrain issues
Contractor coordination
HPO and THPO meeting; request for assessment
Contractor removed 9/11/2025
Post Assessment; report

Staff to email post assessment report when available.

Agenda Item 7 — Preserve Management Plan
Hayden Butte Assessment- Following due discussion by the commission it was
determined to postpone motion made at prior meeting that recommended that an
assessment be done on those things that were recommended to be removed and any
improvements that have been done to Hayden Butte. Commission to move forward with
work on priorities and input from staff.

Agenda Item 8 — Future Agenda Items
¢ Loma del Rio ideas
o Donald Burt- Coppermine on The Butte slides
e McCain Library update

Agenda Item 9 — Upcoming Park Public Meeting Notices & Announcements
o Park Steward Program- For anyone interested email directly to
desertsteward@tempe.gov, staff to send email address to commission
o Tempe City Council- Work Study Session- Park Rangers and Park Safety Update,
Thursday, October 23, 2025 @ 4:00 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 5:22 p.m.
Prepared by: Bobbi Lloyd, Administrative Analyst, (480) 350-8352
Reviewed by: Alex Jovanovic, Deputy Community Services Director — Parks, (480) 350-5811



