
 

Minutes of the Tempe Arts and Culture Commission (TACC) meeting recorded at 6:00pm on October 14, 
2025, held at Tempe Public Library. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier 
Andrea Hanley  
Haylee Mills – Vice-chair 
Teresa Robinette 
Angela Russell 
Jennifer Song 
Kendra Sollars 
Jacqueline Swan – Chair 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Bryan Esparza 
Lisa Roach 
 
 

City Staff Present: 
Brenda Abney, Deputy Director – Arts & Culture 
Joy Higgins, Management Assistant – Arts & Culture Division 
Kara Osburn, Financial Analyst – Arts & Culture Division 
Meribeth Reeves, Manager – Tempe Center for the Arts 
 
 
Guest(s) Present: 
Holly Shen, Project Lead - Lord Cultural Resources 
Erica Rawles, Project Manager - Lord Cultural Resources 

Call to Order 

• Jacqueline Swan, TACC Chair, called the TACC meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 

• None 
 
Agenda Item 2  – Approval of the August 19, 2025 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes  
J. Swan asked the commissioners to review an unapproved TACC minutes document dated August 19, 
2025. 

MOTION:  Teresa Robinette moved to approve August 19, 2025 Tempe Arts and Culture 
Commission Meeting Minutes. 

SECOND: Angela Russell seconded 
AYES: Andrea Hanley, Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Haylee Mills, Theresa Robinette, Angela 

Russell, Jennifer Song, Kendra Sollars, Jacqueline Swan 
ABSTAIN:  None 
NAYS: None 
RESULT: Motion passed with a 8-0 vote  
ABSENT:  Bryan Esparza, Lisa Roach 

 
Agenda Item 3 – Update from Deputy Director – Arts & Culture 

• Brenda Abney, Deputy Director, gave the following updates: 
o The Performances at the Museum event on October 10 featuring the skate punk band JFA 

brought over 550 patrons to the Tempe History Museum 
o The Arts & Culture Division has started the process of developing a new strategic plan led by 

consulting firm Lord Cultural Resources 
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Agenda Item 4 – Presentation: Lord Cultural Resources 
Holly Shen and Erica Rawles, Project Lead and Project Manager of Lord Cultural Resources, described the 
project goals and timeline for creating a strategic plan for the Arts & Culture Division. 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Finance Update: Fiscal Year 2025  
Kara Osburn, Senior finance and Budget Analyst, provided the Arts & Culture Division financial results for fiscal 
year 2025. See Attachment A.  
 
Agenda Item 6 – Finance Update: Quarterly 
Kara Osburn, Senior finance and Budget Analyst, provided the Arts & Culture Division financial results for 
quarter one of fiscal year 2026. See Attachment B  
 
Agenda Item 7 – Programming Update: Tempe Community Arts 
Held for November Meeting 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Review & Discussion: TACC Goals 
J. Swan led a review of the Arts & Culture 2025 Goals and ways the commission has accomplished many of the 
stated goals. Some points include: 

• Refocusing the creation of a “premier event” to building on highly successful events already programmed 
by Tempe Arts & Culture.  

o Tempe Jam 
o Native Holiday Market 

• Support of historic properties 
o Advocacy for needed infrastructure 
o Become and recruit tour docents 
o Volunteer at Museum events 

 
Agenda Item 9 – TACC Member Liaison Efforts 

• Teresa Robinette – Attended Arts in the Park at Clark Park, visited Encinitas Garden and Farmers 
Market and Minnesota Arts in Parks event; 

• Jennifer Song – Participated in July Arts Panel for Community Arts, attended Clark Park Arts in the 
Parks, visited Phoenix Art Museum; 

• Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier – participated on a Dance Tempe panel and Arts Grant panel, visited Santa 
Fe Meow Wolf, served as Roadie for Aids Life Cycle, visited MOMA San Franciso; 

• Haylee Mills – served on panel for Utility boxes at Rural & Warner; attended Arts in the Parks at 
Meyer Park, visted Indie Arcade venue in New York City; 

• Andrea Hanley – attended and moderated a panel at a conference from the Association of Tribal 
Archives, Museums, and Libraries conference, Native Arts & Cultures Foundation holding a series of free 
workshops and open to the public during late October; 

• Kendra Sollars – participated in artist ARX program in Phoenix and presented work, opening in health 
sciences building and moving to science center, viewed lots of art and murals in Ohio and Indiana; 

• Angela Russell – participated in selection panel with Such and Champ for mural; attended Blues in the 
Night play 

• Jacqueline Swan – attended Red Hot Chilli Pipers at TCA, visited Tempe History Museum with family, 
attended First Friday in Phoenix, mural move at Danelle plaza with Tempe High band playing, producing 
Tempe Arts & Music Events at Flour Mill and other locations. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm       
Prepared by: Joy Higgins  


