
 

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA  

 

TEMPE ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION 
November 18, 2025 

6:00 pm  
 

Tempe History Museum 
809 E Southern Ave 

Tempe, 85282 
 

 

Public comment requests for any item on the agenda must be emailed to joy_higgins@tempe.gov prior to 
the start of the meeting. 
  

AGENDA 
 

Call to Order 
1. Public Appearances: The Arts & Culture Commission welcomes public comment for items listed on this 

agenda. There is a three-minute time limit per individual. Anyone wishing to agendize an item for an 
upcoming meeting should utilize the Public Appearances for consideration. 

2. Approval: October 14, 2025 Tempe Arts & Culture Commission Minutes    ACTION 

3. Update from Deputy Director – Arts & Culture 

4. Tour: Museum Collections 

5. Review: 2025 TACC Annual Report 

6. Nomination: 2026 TACC Chair & Vice-chair 

7. TACC Member Liaison Activities 

Adjournment 

Next Meeting: December 9, 2025, Tempe Center for the Arts 
 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Arts & Culture Commission may only discuss matters listed on the 
agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 72 
hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons. 
Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting. 

  

mailto:joy_higgins@tempe.gov


Tempe History Museum  

November 2025 
All events occur at the Museum unless otherwise noted 

 
UPCOMING 
 

Tempe History Society Tempe Legends Celebration 
Saturday, Nov. 15 | 6-8 p.m. | INFO 
Tempe History Society celebrates the "Legends" of Tempe - both 
living and historic members of the community who have made a 
difference in Tempe. This ticketed event features live music, a 
delicious meal from Rigatony's, tasty beverages and recognition of 
this year's Tempe Legends. Event is sold out! 
 
This year's Legends: Vera and Robert Brooks, Michelle Brooks-
Totress, Dr. Leland Fairbanks, Darlene Justus, Mary Ann Kwilosz, 
Gabino “Gabby” Montana, Rob Moore, and Stu Siefer 

 
Film Screening and Discussion Panel 
High Rollers: The Golden Age of Arizona Skateboarding 
Friday, Nov. 21 | 7 p.m. | INFO 
Join AZPX and the Tempe History Museum for a special screening of 
High Rollers: The Golden Age of Arizona Skateboarding. Stay for a 
Q&A following the film and check out the Dry Surf: Local 
Skateboarding History exhibit as well as a new display of skateboard 
photography! This free event will be held in the Tempe History 
Museum’s Community Room.   

 
Hayden House Drop-In Self-Guided Tour  
Saturday, Nov. 22 | 11 a.m.-2 p.m.| INFO  
1 W. Rio Salado Pkwy., Tempe 85281 
How much do you know about this beautifully restored building in the 
shadow of the flour mill? Discover the many lives of Hayden House 
with your own self-guided tour. Evolving from family home to 
boarding house to restaurant, this adobe treasure - widely known as 
“La Casa Vieja,” the old house, even in the 1920s - is the oldest 
continuously occupied building in Maricopa County.  
While you’re here, go on a musical tour from Appalachia to Europe 
and beyond! Black River Barn Band will play old-time music in the 
courtyard, breaking out the banjo, fiddle, mountain dulcimer and 
more.  
Free admission, no registration necessary. Donations welcome!   

 
 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/historic-houses/self-guided-experiences


AAAC Book Club 
The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration by Isabel 
Wilkerson 

Tuesday, Nov. 25 | 5 p.m. | Zoom | INFO  

Dr. Felicia Durden will lead the discussion for The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic 
Story of America's Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson. This is the second session 
for this title.  All participants are welcome to partake in this book club series that 
meets monthly via Zoom to discuss works written by Black authors.  
Email museum@tempe.gov to indicate your interest and receive the Zoom link.  

 
COLLECTIONS 
 

This pennant from the late 1930s was recently donated to the museum by Carolyn West, whose parents 
graduated from Arizona State Teachers College in Tempe in 1939. The school used the bulldog as a 
mascot until a vote by the student body in 1946 changed it to the sun devil. The name of the school itself 
changed to Arizona State University in 1958. The museum only has a few artifacts that represent the 
bulldogs era, so this pennant is a welcome addition to the collection.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

Christmas at Petersen House Museum 2025 
First three weekends in December | FREE | INFO 
Drop-in between 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

 
Petersen House Evening Open House 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 | 5:30-8 p.m. | INFO 

 

Performances at the Museum 
Tetra String Quartet Holiday Celebration 
Friday, December 12 | 7 p.m. | INFO 
 

Azure Family Concert with Tetra String Quartet feat. Deanna Rusnock, Accordion 
Saturday, December 13 | 3 p.m. | INFO 
 

More information about Tempe History Museum  
tempe.gov/Museum   

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
mailto:museum@tempe.gov
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/petersen-house-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/historic-houses/self-guided-open-houses
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum


 
Tempe Center for the Arts 
November 2025 
 
 

GALLERY AT TCA 
 

Terra Forma Exhibition 
Nov 15, 2025 – Mar 29, 2026 | INFO 
Terra Forma is a contemporary ceramics exhibition that celebrates the 
vast lineage of ceramics, an artform rooted in the humble, functional 
objects of early civilizations that has grown into a field of limitless 
expression. Here you’ll encounter works that honor tradition alongside 
pieces that push boundaries through experimentation, performance, and 
cross-disciplinary approaches. Together, they reflect the full spectrum of 
contemporary ceramics: grounded in history, yet always evolving, 
expansive, and alive with possibility. 
Image artist: Elliott Kayser 
 

FREE Public Reception: Dec 12, 2025 | 6 - 9 pm 
 

 
TCA PRESENTS 
 
Acrobats of Cirque-tacular 

November 15, 2025 | 1:00 pm & 3:00 pm | INFO 
Get ready to be amazed! The Acrobats of Cirque-tacular deliver one 
dazzling circus feat after another! These world-record holding acrobats 
have wowed audiences in over 70 countries with their jaw-dropping 
stunts, thrilling flips and high-flying fun. 
 
Honored with the New York "Parents’ Choice Award," this show is the 
perfect treat for kids, grandparents, and everyone in between. 

 

 
48 LIVE: Walt & Friends 
November 20, 2025 | 7:30 pm | INFO 
Some voices define a place. Walt Richardson is one of them. Arizona 
legend.  
 
Walt brings folk, reggae, and the originals you love—plus friends for 
a night of music that feels like coming home. If you know, you know. 

New here? This is your invitation. 
 
 
 

https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/gallery/gallery-at-tca
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/acrobats-of-cirque-tacular
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/48-live


 
Native Holiday Market by OXDX 
November 29, 2025 | 10 am - 5 pm | FREE | INFO 
Come celebrate the season with us at the Native Holiday Market by 
OXDX! Curated by local clothing and design label OXDX Clothing, this 
vibrant market showcases over 100 talented Arizona Indigenous artists 
and small businesses. This festive day will be filled with unique holiday 
shopping, delicious food trucks, fry bread, music, and captivating 
performances. 
 

 
Live from Laurel Canyon: The Music of Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young 
November 30, 2025 | 7 pm | INFO 
Step into the soundtrack of a generation. From soaring harmonies to 
unforgettable guitar riffs, Live from Laurel Canyon brings the legendary 
music of Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young to life on stage. 
 
Experience the songs that defined an era — from the supergroup’s 
biggest hits to hidden gems and solo favorites. With stunning live 
performances, immersive visuals, and behind-the-scenes stories shared 
by show creator Brian Chartrand, this concert is more than a tribute — 
it’s a journey through the heart of folk rock. 
 
 

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Join us at this FREE, weekly series... hone your craft, test new material or 
just enjoy some great music and an amazing view of Tempe Town Lake! 
Hosted by Tempe’s favorite, Walt Richardson, II. Walt has been writing 
songs and playing guitar as far back as he can remember. “Standing alone 
with a guitar gives me freedom of expression, and for me, that’s where it 
all begins,” Richardson said. “It is an intimacy that touches each audience 
member and gives rise to the message behind the music.” Richardson’s 
vision and dedication have been instrumental in the success of Walk-in 

Wednesdays Open Mic Night. INFO 
 

 
OTHER UPCOMING NOVEMBER EVENTS 

• Voices of the Valley: a WELS Youth Concert           Nov 13 

• Performance with a View: Musical Theatre and Opera Fall Showcase               Nov 18 

• DebX: Real People. Real Stories. Real Change.                Nov 18 

• Arizona Wind Symphony: Around the World in 80 Minutes         Nov 20 

• The Moral of the Story                          Nov 22 & 23 

• Tempe Symphony Orchestra: Fall Concert           Nov 24 
 

 
View the full TCA Event Calendar  

https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/native-holiday-market-by-oxdx
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/live-from-laurel-canyon
http://www.walterrichardson.com/
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/walk-in-wednesdays-open-mic-night
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/calendar


Tempe Public Art 

November 2025 

  

Current Projects – upcoming public meeting 

Hardy Streetscape Artwork redesign 

Public Meeting  
Saturday, November 22 | 9-10:30 am  

Clark Park Recreation Facility, Palm Classroom, 

1730 S. Roosevelt 

A sculpture created by artist Melissa Martinez 

anchored the Hardy Streetscape at 13th Street and 

Hardy. The sculpture, known to many as “the tree 

of Hardy Street”, was damaged beyond repair in a 

vehicular accident last summer. Martinez has 

revisited the site and created a new art concept 

for the area that provides greater visibility for 

drivers as well as a secure foundation in this 

location to help ensure future viability. Please 

come and meet the artist, give your input, and 

learn more about the timeline for this project. 
     

        Artist design for the Hardy Street redesign  

 

Work in Progress  
Mill Avenue Underpass Artwork Phase 2  
Sun Garden Phase 2 is underway! Artist team 

Creative Machines led by Joe O’Connell created a 

method of adding color using sunlight to the 

otherwise gray corridor. The first phase includes 

the sculptural flowers with reflective pedals. In 

phase 2, the colored light will continue with the 

help of LED lights that wash the western wall with 

color at night.  Through this winter, construction 

will occur to add the infrastructure needed for 

the lighting as well as additional landscaping. It is 

anticipated that this project will be complete in 

early 2026… celebration details coming soon! 

      Artist design for Mill Underpass Phase 2, render view 

  



Coming Soon 

• Public Art Strategic Plan – expected completion winter 2025 

• Rural and Warner Utility box artwork – starting now! Completion in February 2026 

• Request for Qualifications release mid-October– Indian Bend Wash pathway 

• Request for Qualifications release December – Tempe Beach Park Plinth artwork 

• Kiwanis North Play area – in fabrication with install slated for Spring 2026 
 

 

More information about Tempe Public Art  

tempe.gov/PublicArt 

http://www.tempe.gov/publicart


Tempe Community Arts  
November 2025 

Recap 

Arts in Schools Program invests in youth| INFO 
On October 24, Tempe Community Arts announced its funding of 
33 in-school, artist residencies this year, reaching students located 
within Tempe Elementary School District, Kyrene School District, 
Tempe Union High School District, Tempe Preparatory Academy 
and New School for Arts and Academics. Each 16-session residency 
brings professional musicians, dancers, theater artists and visual 
artists into the classroom, providing enhanced access to arts 
education that many students might not otherwise receive. This 
initiative supports local arts educators while expanding creative 
learning, especially in a subject often underserved in schools; it 
also reflects the city’s and the Tempe Arts + Culture Division’s 
commitment to strengthening the local creative economy. By 
investing in arts residencies, the city continues its ongoing 
commitment to enriching education through the arts; creates paid 
opportunities for local artists, reinforcing Tempe’s status as a creative hub; and builds long-term community 
engagement by providing public showcases that invite residents to celebrate youth talent.  

The program also allows students to showcase their work through public events. These high-visibility performances 
underscore the impact of city investment and provide free, inclusive cultural experiences for the community. Mark 
your calendar for:  

• Dance Tempe: Feb. 3, 2026 at Tempe Center for the Arts | INFO 

• Music Under the Stars: April 24, 2026 at Tempe Diablo Stadium | INFO 

 
Arts in the Parks continues! | INFO 

Following successful events in September, Arts in the Parks 
continued to break records serving over 1800 attendees across 
two parks, Optimist and Daumler. Arts in the Parks is a hyper-local 
event series giving Tempe residents an opportunity to connect 
with their neighbors and local artists while expressing their 
creativity. Each park features live music, food trucks and celestial 
themed art activities including shooting star suncatchers, marbled 
constellation banners and illuminated luna moths. This fall’s event 
series includes three park openings at Waggoner, Optimist and 
Campbell celebrating renovations including updated park 
infrastructure and new playground surface areas designed by local 
artists. This series also features How High the Moon, an interactive 
art installation by California-based artist Jennifer Tran encouraging 
community collaboration and play.  
Join us for the final event of the series: 

• Campbell Park: Tuesday, Dec. 2, 5-6:30 p.m. – park opening 

 

Participants at Optimist Park 

Joe Willie Smith engages students at Rover Elementary 

https://www.tempe.gov/artsinschools
https://www.tempe.gov/dance
https://www.tempe.gov/music
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/arts-in-the-parks
https://jennifertran.art/


Fall Fun at Free Art Friday | INFO 

On October 17, the Community Arts team welcomed over 800 
toddlers and their families to the Edna Vihel Arts center for the 
first Free Art Friday of the season. Children aged 6 months to five 
years and their grownups were invited to the “pumpkin patch” to 
create together during an engaging morning of autumnal art 
making activities, dramatic play, a music and movement session 
with Emily Bruso of Natural Notes, a themed photo booth and live 
music by Tempe Playlist artist Jared Fisher. Coffee was also 
available for grown-ups to purchase from La Vida Oats. Themes 
and offerings change each month, so mark your calendars for our 
upcoming events: 

• Go, Dino. Go!: Friday, Nov. 14, 9 a.m. to noon. Edna Vihel Arts Center 

• Gifts Galore: Friday, Dec. 12, 9 a.m. to noon. Edna Vihel Arts Center 

We give thanks to the Tempe Diablos for partially funding this program through their grant program! 

 
Tempe Jam | INFO 

On November 8, 3,250 attendees celebrated the fifth annual Tempe Jam. The 
free, local music celebration highlights select bands from the Tempe Playlist; 
this year’s lineup included Mega Ran, Teri Tobin & Friends and DJ alice.km 
supported by a drone show from Pulse Drones. Additional performances 
featured an interactive hula hooping performance by Evalina Tinklepaugh, 
brought to us by The Nines and a hip-hop dance performance by Good2Go. 
The first 700 attendees received a limited-edition event t-shirt designed by 
local artist Grey B Salazar and all guests enjoyed arts activities, installations, 
local food trucks, games, local art vendors and beer and wine from our friends 
at Tempe Diablos. 

 
 

Community Arts Grant Recipient Events 
Join the Community Arts team in supporting our grantees. 

• CaZo Dance Theatre; Coven: November 7-8 at TCA | INFO 
• Third Space Dance Project; Trade Labs Workshop: November 15-16 at Escalante Center | INFO 
• Revisionary Arts; Writing Workshop: November 8 at Tempe Library| INFO 
• Wild Steps; Irish Dance Class: November 28 at Center for Habilitation | INFO 
• FABRIC; Behind the Seams: October 29 at FABRIC Tempe | INFO  

 
More information about Tempe Community Arts   
tempe.gov/CommunityArts 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/free-art-friday
https://www.tempediablos.org/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/tempe-jam#ad-image-0
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/tempe-playlist#ad-image-0
http://www.megaran.com/
http://www.sol2keplic.com/
https://www.alicekmmusic.com/
https://pulsedrones.com/
https://www.4evaaz.com/
https://to-the-nines.com/
https://www.instagram.com/good.ll.go/
https://www.greybsalazar.com/home
https://tempediablos.org/
https://cazodance.com/performances/
https://thirdspacedanceproject.org/trade-labs
https://tempepubliclibrary.libnet.info/event/14353189
https://www.tch-az.com/event/irish-dance-class/
https://fabricincubator.com/community/behind-the-seams/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/-fsiteid-1


Tempe Arts & Culture Finances  
November 2025 
 
 

CURRENT YEAR EXPENSES 
 
Operating expenses by cost center (workgroup) for October are below. CIP, contingency, and TCA roof 
debt service annual payment are not included. Please note that these are draft figures. 
 

Cost Centers Budget Expense  % Expended 

3741 Arts and Culture Admin  $                 738,549.00   $                 247,333.39  33% 

3742 Arts and Culture Marketing  $                 931,706.00   $                 209,200.18  22% 

3760 Tempe Center for the Arts  $              6,744,503.00   $             1,978,278.86  29% 

3781 Museum & Historic Houses  $              1,700,935.00   $                 373,413.10  22% 

3785 Community Arts Engagement  $              1,706,016.00   $                 587,195.81  34% 

Grand Total  $                 11,821,709   $                   3,395,421  29% 

 
 
 

CURRENT YEAR REVENUES 
Revenues by cost center (workgroup) for October are below. Tax revenues are recorded a month after 
they are earned. Please note that these are draft figures.  
 

Cost Centers Revenue Estimate Recognized Revenue % Target 

3741 Arts & Culture Tax/Interest  $             11,622,743.00   $                     2,929,064.80  25% 

3761 TCA Earned Revenue  $                   921,608.00   $                         127,010.31  14% 

3781 Museum & Historic Houses  $                   131,000.00   $                           46,626.24  36% 

3785 Community Arts Engagement  $                   185,000.00   $                           83,497.72  45% 

Grand Total  $                   12,860,351   $                           3,186,199  25% 

 
 
More information about Arts & Culture Finances 
kara_osburn@tempe.gov 
 

mailto:kara_osburn@tempe.gov

