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Hear from Council candidates at two forums
The Tempe Chamber of Commerce and the Arizona Republic will host Tempe City Council candidate forums leading up to the March 10 
election. All candidates qualified to be on the ballot are invited to participate. Both forums will take place at the Tempe History Museum. The 
City of Tempe will stream the events live at tempe.gov/Tempe11. Both forums are free to attend. For candidate information and additional 
details visit tempe.gov/election. 
•	 The Tempe Chamber of Commerce will host its forum at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 18. 
•	 The Arizona Republic, the state’s largest news outlet, will sponsor a forum at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2026. Reporter Taylor Seely, 

The Republic’s First Amendment fellow, will serve as moderator.

Annual Tempe State of 
the City is Dec. 2
Join Tempe Mayor Corey Woods at the Annual State of the City Address 
presented by Edward Jones. The breakfast, hosted by the Tempe Chamber 
of Commerce, takes place at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 2 at Tempe Center 
for the Arts. Mayor Corey Woods will spotlight community achievements 
and give an outlook for the future of Tempe. Tickets are available at 
tempechamber.com or you can watch the speech at tempe.gov/Woods 
beginning Dec. 9.

Downtown Tempe Historic Core Plan + Meetings
Tempe is beginning work on a new Downtown Historic Core Plan to preserve the character 
of our historic downtown while guiding future growth and development. You’re invited to be 
part of the process at the first community meetings Thursday, Dec. 4, at noon virtually and 
6 p.m. in person at Tempe Transportation Center, 200 E. Fifth St., second floor. Share your 
ideas and learn about the plan process. tempe.gov/HistoricPreservation. 

Street improvement update
Roadways are an important means of transportation for residents, the workforce, students and 
visitors, and Tempe continues to accelerate citywide pavement improvements as part of the passage 
of Bond Question No. 1 one year ago. Currently, there are more than 70 pavement improvement 
projects in various stages of planning and construction. Read about the ongoing projects and search 
your address to see when improvements are happening near you at tempe.gov/streets.



Full events calendar at tempe.gov//ThingsToDo

EV
EN

TS NOV. 14-JAN. 4
World of Illumination: Rockin’ 
Christmas, Tempe Diablo Stadium 
worldofillumination.com 

NOV. 20
Mannheim Steamroller 
Christmas by Chip Davis, ASU 
Gammage, 
7:30 p.m. 
asugammage.com

NOV. 21
High Roller Film Screening, 
Tempe History Museum, 
7 p.m. 
tempe.gov/museum 

DEC. 6
TCA Presents: Bill Blagg: 
Family Magic,
Tempe Center for the Arts, 
7:30 p.m. 
tempecenterforthearts.com 

Spill the tea with Councilmember Randy Keating
Join Councilmember Randy Keating at Drink Me! Tea Room! to talk about our city, your neighborhood and ways 
to get involved with the community. He will provide updates on key city issues, the Drink Spiking Education and 
Prevention Council Subcommittee he chairs and more. If you need help with city services or have concerns you’d 
like addressed, this is an opportunity to get assistance. Stop by Tuesday, Dec. 2, from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at Drink Me! Tea 
Room!, 1730 E. Warner Road. Free tea-time treats will be provided. RSVP to Keaton Hill, at Keaton_hill@tempe.
gov. tempe.gov/Keating. 

Festive fun in Tempe
Celebrate the holiday season with friends, family and neighbors at several events and activities across Tempe. 
From parades (on land and water!) to shopping to community gatherings, there’s something for everyone. 
tempe.gov/holidays. 
Fantasy of Lights Street Parade & Tree Lighting on Saturday, Nov. 29, 4-8 p.m. Kick off the holiday 
season with a street parade, tree lighting, live music and Santa photos. 
Tempe Fall Festival of the Arts Dec. 5-7. Explore art and creations from nearly 350 artists, plus local food 
vendors, live performances, arts programming and more.
Christmas at Petersen House on Dec. 6, 7, 13, 14, 20 and 21, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Get a peek inside this Victorian 
jewel, which is decorated for the holiday season with an emphasis on its Danish heritage. Enjoy light refreshments, 
entertainment, self-guided tours, shopping and more. 
Fantasy of Lights Boat Parade on Saturday, Dec. 13, 4-9 p.m. Head to Town Lake for a uniquely Tempe 
event: a festive boat parade featuring lighted and decorated boats, plus a fireworks show. 
Menorah Lighting in December (details to come). Light the menorah for Hanukkah at this special 
holiday event at Ragsdale-MLK Park. 

Happy anniversary, Tempe EnVision Center! 
Explore free resources for all ages

Tempe’s EnVision Center is marking its first anniversary helping residents find jobs, boost health and wellness, build financial goals, live more 
sustainably and stay connected. 
Residents can sign up for classes, workshops and camps, use computers and free Wi-Fi, explore cool tech like podcasting, virtual reality and 
3D printing and work in quiet spaces throughout the center at 1310 E. Apache Blvd. More resources are on the way, including a commercial 
kitchen for cooking and nutrition classes, an incubator program for budding food entrepreneurs and a Financial Empowerment Center offering 
financial counseling. tempe.gov/TempeEnVision.

Community Engagement and Connection 
Council Subcommittee 
Tempe is advancing its work to foster community 
connections and increase community engagement through 
the new Community Engagement and Connection Council 
Subcommittee. The subcommittee aims to increase 
participation in Tempe’s Boards and Commissions, expand 
community involvement opportunities and build stronger 
partnerships. Chaired by Vice Mayor Doreen Garlid, with 
Councilmembers Arlene Chin and Nikki Amberg, the 
subcommittee met for the first time in October and will 
continue meeting monthly through next spring.

Revitalization of Tempe Town Lake Council Subcommittee
This subcommittee aims to advance the Rio Salado and Beach Park Master 
Plan efforts, with a focus on programming, infrastructure, access, use of 
space and land/water activities. Next steps include an emphasis on the north 
bank of the lake, including mapping out a conceptual design for the area and 
negotiating with new businesses to bring exciting offerings to the lake and 
park spaces. The subcommittee is chaired by Councilmember Nikki Amberg, 
with Councilmembers Jennifer Adams and Berdetta Hodge. The next 
subcommittee meeting will be held Monday, Dec. 1, at 3 p.m. 
Subcommittee meetings are held virtually and anyone is invited to attend. 
See meeting agendas and more at tempe.gov/CouncilSubcommittees. 

New Council Subcommittees promote collaboration, community updates 



School success: Tempe 
programs, resources 
support students
Cinndy Serrano and Herbey Espinoza 
sent their son Eric off to kindergarten this 
year, ready to hit the ground running after 
attending the city’s Tempe PRE preschool 
the past two years. He’s among the 
thousands of Tempe students benefitting 
from City programs and resources each 
school year, from preschool programs to 
youth support specialists on campuses to 
college workshops for high schoolers. 
Tempe’s investments not only increase opportunities for students and their families but 
support local school districts. Success is seen across Tempe schools, including: 
•	 More than 300 students struggling to read benefit each year from one-on-one 

tutoring and recent data show 98% of students saw growth in their ability to read 
fluently. 

•	 Nearly 90% of surveyed families in the city’s Tempe PRE preschool program said 
they saw academic growth in their child and 93% saw social and emotional growth. 

•	 Roughly 20 high school students are awarded paid internships at local businesses 
each summer to explore careers and prepare for the future workforce. This summer, 
four interns were hired to continue their work in fields like marketing.

Scan to learn more 
tempe.gov/education

Charge smart. Live safe.
From phones and laptops to e-bikes and 
scooters, many of the devices we use every 
day run on lithium-ion batteries. These 
batteries are powerful but can overheat and 
catch fire if damaged or charged improperly. 
Protect your home and family: 
•	 Use the charger that came with your device. 
•	 Never charge on a bed, couch or near exits.
•	 Recycle old batteries at Tempe’s Household 

Products Collection Center — free for 
Tempe and Guadalupe residents.

•	 Stop using devices that smell odd, get hot or 
change shape. 

Learn more about recycling lithium-ion 
batteries at tempe.gov/HPCC

New report shapes Human Services 
funding priorities
Affordable housing, access to care, economic opportunity and community 
safety remain top concerns for Tempe residents, according to the 2025 
Community Needs Assessment released by Tempe Community Council 
(TCC), in consultation with ASU’s Southwest Interdisciplinary Research 
Center. The study is conducted every three years to identify the most 
pressing human service needs in Tempe.
The assessment identified other concerns, including ongoing needs related 
to education, food security, transportation and social connection. These 
findings highlight where targeted investments can make the greatest impact 
in improving quality of life for all who live and work in Tempe.
The report will guide the allocation of City of Tempe human services funding 
and community donations through Together Tempe. For the upcoming 
2026–27 funding cycle, local nonprofits applying for funding through TCC’s 
Agency Review process are encouraged to review the assessment and 
align their proposals with these community-identified priorities. 
Funding applications open in November. Volunteers are needed to begin 
reviewing applications in January, ensuring that community voices shape 
how resources are invested. Read the report and learn how to get involved 
at tempecommunitycouncil.org/agency-review. 

Keep FOG out of your drain this 
holiday season 
Fats, oils & grease (FOG) can be found in food scraps, meat fats, 
lard, oil, butter, sauces, salad dressings and marinades and dairy 
products. As you wash kitchenware, FOG can go down the drain 
and enter the sewer system. It can accumulate in pipes and, over 
time, can lead to blockages, odors or overflows in your home, 
neighborhood or street. Sewage overflows are a public health 
and safety concern, are expensive to clean up and can affect our 
environment. Learn more at tempe.gov/FOG

DEC. 12
TCA Presents: Canadian Brass,
Tempe Center for the Arts, 
7:30 p.m. 
tempecenterforthearts.com 

DEC. 13
Azure with Tetra Holiday Show, 
Tempe History Museum, 
tempe.gov/museum

Charge Smart. Live Safe. | tempe.gov/fire

From spark to fire
in under a minute.

Tempe has always prioritized education – it’s what makes us a vibrant 
community, rooted in innovation and future-forward learning. Thrive in Tempe, 
a partnership among the City of Tempe, Kyrene School District, Tempe 
Elementary School District, Tempe Union High School District, and ASU, 
introduces a new website designed to celebrate our schools, our community, 
our partners and our businesses, all centered on excellence in education, 
in every district at every level. Explore all your options.

Explore all your options.

ThriveInTempe.com

Explore all your options.
Tempe has always prioritized education – it’s what makes us a vibrant community, rooted in innovation 
and future-forward learning. Thrive in Tempe, a partnership among the City of Tempe, Kyrene School 
District, Tempe Elementary School District, Tempe Union High School District and ASU, introduces a 
new resource designed to celebrate our schools, our community, our partners and our businesses, all 
centered on excellence in education, in every district at every level. Explore all your options.
ThriveInTempe.com



Holiday waste collection schedules 
Trash collection will be unaffected by the Thanksgiving holiday. However, trash, recycling and 
green waste collection will change during the weeks of Christmas and New Years. During these 
two weeks, Thursday collection will be moved to Friday. 
tempe.gov/HolidayTrashSchedule.
Make safe driving part of your holiday plans 
Every day, 37 people in the United States die in car crashes with an alcohol-impaired driver. 
This is one death every 39 minutes. Have a plan this holiday season – don’t drive if you’re 
tipsy or buzzed. Designate a sober driver, call a taxi, use rideshare or take transit to keep your 
holiday season merry and bright. tempe.gov/VisionZero. 
New Year’s resolutions start here 
Try something new in 2026! The Tempe Opportunities brochure has you covered with exciting 
classes and programs for all ages, interests and abilities. Explore offerings in fitness, sports, 
music, art, dance and more. Scholarships are available for children under age 18 who live in 
Tempe or Guadalupe or are enrolled in a Tempe school. The brochure will be available online 
and at city facilities starting Thursday, Dec. 4. Tempe resident registration begins Dec. 8. 
General registration opens Dec. 15. tempe.gov/play. 
Stomp out Stinknet 
Stinknet, or Globe Chamomile, is a highly invasive weed spreading rapidly in central Arizona. 
It is a short-lived annual plant with a very displeasing odor that grows from December through 
the spring. If you see this plant starting to sprout up in your landscape, the best approach is to 
remove it (ideally before it flowers), collect it into a plastic bag and throw it away, being careful 
not to spread the seeds. Be sure to wear gloves and long sleeves, as it can be an allergen to 
some. 
Library hosts free car show 
Head down to the Tempe Public Library for a Car and Motorcycle Show on Saturday, Dec. 6, 
from 10 a.m. - noon. Peruse a variety of lowriders, restored classics and unique city vehicles 
all at the library, 3500 S. Rural Road. Plus, learn how the library can support you in your 
restoration or DIY efforts. 
Take our food survey 
The City of Tempe Sustainability team is interested in learning what matters to Tempe residents 
when it comes to accessing healthy food, food education and urban agriculture. Please take 
a few minutes to share your thoughts via our survey, which will help us develop food systems 
programs in the city. surveymonkey.com/r/TempeFood. 
Tempe Elementary open house events 
Meet school principals and teachers, take classroom tours, learn about curriculum approaches 
and teaching philosophy and more at several upcoming open house events on various dates, 
all from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

•	 Tempe specialty school options Dec. 2, 4, 9, 
10 at various school campuses.

•	 Tempe elementary K - 8th grade options 
Jan. 15, 2026.

•	 Comprehensive middle school options 
next year, Jan. 22, 27, 29 at various middle 
schools.

•	 Info: tempeschools.org/OpenHouse
Help tutor boys of color to boost 
reading skills 
Become a tutor to help improve literacy skills 
for boys of color at Tempe schools. Data show 
many of these students fall far behind their 
counterparts and tutoring is a proven way to 
help close the literacy gap. Volunteers provide 
one-on-one tutoring after school, from 3:30-5:30 
p.m., at various locations. The city is particularly 
looking for diverse male volunteers age 18 and 
older.  
tempe.gov/ExperienceCorps

Tempe City Council

Corey Woods 
Mayor

Doreen Garlid 
Vice Mayor

Jennifer Adams 
Councilmember
Nikki Amberg 
Councilmember
Arlene Chin 
Councilmember
Berdetta Hodge 
Councilmember
Randy Keating 
Councilmember

Rosa Inchausti 
City Manager

To contact the Mayor and 
Council, call 480-350-8110.

Check tempe.gov/clerk for 
updated schedules of City 
Council meetings and agendas 
or call 480-350-4311. Meeting 
dates are subject to change.
Meetings are aired live on 
Tempe 11 and streamed live at 
tempe.gov/tempe11.

Questions or ideas? 
Email the Tempe 
Communication Office
CMR@tempe.gov or call 
480-350-4311

Bulk/uncontained trash, green
organics collection schedule 

tempe.gov/BulkTrash  • 480-350-4311
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Items must be placed by 
6 a.m. on Monday of 
your collection week, no 
earlier than 10 days 
prior. Holidays will not 
affect the collection 
schedule
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