
Dance in the Parks 2026 
Call for Choreographers  
 
Description 
The City of Tempe is seeking choreographic works to present at Dance in the Parks as part 
of the Arts in the Parks event series. Dance in the Parks will travel to 7 Tempe neighborhood 
parks, featuring 4 choreographic works at each park. Dance companies/collectives/crews 
will be selected to perform at up to 4 parks.  

Choreographic works may be in any style of dance and can be pre-existing or new. The 
work should be adapted to present with audiences on all sides and should be enjoyable for 
all ages and demographics represented in Tempe’s neighborhoods. The showcases will 
occur in outdoor park settings, either on a basketball court with marley or a small platform 
stage (30’x20') with marley. Experienced, energetic, and community-focused dance 
companies/collectives/crews are encouraged to apply.  

IMPORTANT NOTE: The showcases will be featured as part of the Spring Arts in the Parks 
events, programmed by the Tempe Community Arts team. Commissioned choreographers 
will work collaboratively with our team, and the events will also incorporate artmaking 
activities, food trucks, and live music pre-performance. 
 
Arts in the Parks Program Description 
The Arts in the Parks Program creates memorable community connections by bringing the 
arts to neighborhood parks. Arts in the Parks celebrates connectivity between neighbors 
and exposure of local artists/artforms to those who may not engage with the arts in their 
regular lives. The program is inspired by residents and reflects the identity and values of the 
park’s community. www.tempe.gov/ArtsintheParks 
 
 
Compensation 
$100 - $500 per park (up to $2,000) 

• This depends on the number of performers in the piece and how many parks the 
work is selected to present at  

o Free rehearsal space offered based on availability 
 
 
Choreographic works should be: 

• 8-12 minutes in length 
• Appropriate for all ages in outdoor park settings 
• Suitable for low-tech 
• Suitable for daylight or night 
• Engaging / Exciting / Impactful 
• Accessible (relatable and enjoyable for all community members, including “non-

artists” and all ages) 
 
 

http://www.tempe.gov/ArtsintheParks


Dance in the Parks Dates: (Choreographers selected for up to 4) 
• March 24, 26 
• April 7, 15, 22, 29, 30 
• May 5, 6, 7 

 
 
Expectations 
Successful applicants must: 

• Prepare and present one 8-12 minute piece at up to four parks within the dates listed 
above. Event times are from 5:30PM – 7:30PM or 6:00PM – 8:00PM. 

• Stay for the community dance party at the end of each event they present in 
• Work collaboratively with the Community Arts team by attending up to 2 planning 

meetings  
• Be fully self-sufficient in transporting, setting up, and storing props/set/costumes for 

and in-between Arts in the Parks events. (This does not include the stage, sound, or 
power source). 

 
 
Qualifications 
Artists who meet the following qualifications are encouraged to apply: 

• Experience with performing for all ages and engaging with audiences 
• Experience with choreographing for outdoor, in-the-round spaces 
• Interest in using creative skills in social practice, creative place-making, community 

engagement 
• Reside in Arizona  
• Are available on at least four of the event dates: March 24, 26, April 7, 15, 22, 29, 30, 

May 5, 6, 7 
 
 
Pre-Submittal Info Meetings: 
We will host a virtual pre-submittal meeting to go over this call in detail, answer your 
questions and provide tips for applying. The meeting will be held on Friday, Nov 21st from 
12pm-1pm. For the link to attend the meeting or to receive the recording, click here. 
 
You may also schedule a one-on-one meeting with Ellen Sickenberger regarding this call by 
clicking here. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
How to apply 
Complete online submission found at: tempe.gov/ArtsJobs 

• Artist / Company Bio 
o Tell us about who you are, what you do, and notable things you’ve done as a 

choreographer (max. 350 words) 
• Piece Proposal  

o Describe the work you’d like to present at one or more of our Arts in the Parks 
events (must be 8-12 minutes in length) 

o Be specific: What style of dance? How many performers? What is the mood 
and general aesthetic of the work? What is the subject matter? (max. 350 
words) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0G8JrcWx_KGV_8nVss7wTplMcO51_EILH36F_8IhO2KXjbw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://calendly.com/ellen_sickenberger/dance-tempe-meeting
http://www.tempe.gov/ArtsintheParks


• Program Alignment: 
o Why would your piece be the perfect addition to Dance in the Parks?  
o How does your proposal align with the goals and practices of the Arts in the 

Parks program? 
• Work Samples 

o Two work sample videos are required. (max. 3 min each) 
 Attach a sample of the work that you’d like to present. If the attached 

file is longer than 3 minutes, please write in the description below 
which portion to watch. 

 Attach a prior work sample or reel that best represents your work. 
o Work sample descriptions (max. 200 words) 

 Describe the attached work samples: Where and when it was 
presented, what it was presented as part of, and who performed it. 
Please list any necessary passwords or time stamps to view the work 
samples. 

 

Deadline  
11:59 PM on Thursday, December 4th, 2025 

 

Timeline 
November 21st: Pre-Submittal Meeting: Virtual Info/Q&A Session with Ellen Sickenberger 
December 4th: Application Deadline 
Mid-December: Community Selection Panel  
Mid-December: Artists notified 
Early January: Onboarding Meeting 
Early March: Logistics Meeting 
March 24 – May 6: Performances in the Parks (evenings of April 1, 2, 3, 15, 16, 17, 29, 30) 

 
 
For Questions, Contact: 
Ellen Sickenberger, Community Arts Coordinator 
Ellen_Sickenberger@tempe.gov 
(480)316-1389 

mailto:Ellen_Sickenberger@tempe.gov

