
What are the 2026 Tempe City Council Candidate Election dates?
Primary Election: Tues., March 10, 2026*
General Election: Tues., May 19, 2026*

*According to Tempe City Charter Sec. 7.01, if no more than six candidates file for the three City Council seats, the
Primary Election may be dispensed with, and the General Election will occur on March 10, 2026.

What offices are to be filled?
Three (3) City Council seats 

When does the term of office begin?
The term begins at the first regular City Council meeting in July 2026.  

What is the salary for Councilmember?         
The salary for a Councilmember is $37,940* annually. *Update: 7/9/2025 Are there term limits for 

Councilmembers?

No, there are no term limits for members of the Tempe City Council. Councilmembers serve four-year terms, as specified 
in Tempe City Charter Sec. 2.01.

Do City Council candidates need to identify with a political party for the election?

No, Tempe’s elections for Mayor and City Councilmembers are nonpartisan, as outlined in Tempe City Code Sec. 13-2. 
This means that nothing on the ballot in any primary or general election will indicate a candidate’s political party affiliation 
or the source of their candidacy or support.
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This information is provided as a courtesy by the Tempe City Clerk’s Office and is current at the time of its release.  
It is intended to assist in meeting the requirements for candidacy; however, candidates are responsible for ensuring 

compliance with all legal requirements. The City Clerk’s Office cannot render legal, financial or other professional advice. 

This document is designed to assist Tempe residents interested in running for City Council in the 2026 elections. It provides 
general information on the candidate filing process, important deadlines, and guidelines for campaigning. For additional 

assistance, please contact the City Clerk’s Office by emailing clerk@tempe.gov or calling 480-350-8242.

Election Dates and Basics



Qualifications and Filing

Campaign Guidelines

What are the qualifications for Councilmember? 
• At least 18 years old at the time of filing nomination papers.
• A qualified and registered voter of the City of Tempe at the time of filing nomination papers.
• A resident of Tempe or an annexed area for at least two years immediately preceding the election.

Where can I learn more about running for office? 

Interested candidates should schedule an appointment with the City Clerk’s Office to pick up a candidate packet. 
Candidates must file a Statement of Interest before circulating petitions. Filing a Campaign Finance Candidate 
Committee Statement of Organization is required within 10 days of reaching $500 in total combined contributions and 
expenses (A.R.S. § 16-905.B). Candidates may file the Statement at any time before reaching this threshold.

• Contact: Email clerk@tempe.gov or call 480-350-8242.
• Location: City Clerk’s Office, 31 E. Fifth Street, Tempe.

When can I begin collecting petition signatures?
 

Candidates must file a Statement of Interest with the City Clerk’s Office before collecting any signatures. Signatures 
collected before this filing are invalid (A.R.S. § 16-311).

How many petition signatures are required?
 

At least 954 and no more than 1,908 signatures from qualified registered Tempe voters.

Can petition signatures be collected electronically?
 

Yes, candidates may use the Arizona Secretary of State’s E-Qual online petition portal at 
https://apps.azsos.gov/equal. Candidates may collect up to 110% of the minimum required signatures 
using this system, which would be 1,049 signatures for the Primary Election (A.R.S. § 16-317).

What candidate nomination paperwork must be filed together?  
 

• Nomination Paper
• Nomination Petitions
• Financial Disclosure Statement

What are the filing deadlines for candidate paperwork?
 

• First Day to File: Tuesday, October 14, 2025*, at 8 a.m. in the City Clerk’s Office. (* due to the city holiday Monday, Oct. 13)
• Last Day to File: Monday, Nov. 10, 2025, at 5 p.m. in the City Clerk’s Office.

When can candidate campaign signs be posted? 
Campaign signs, which are included in the category of “temporary signs”, are allowed in the right-of-way no sooner than 
75 days prior to an election and must be removed 15 days after the election (Zoning and Development Code, Part 4, 
Ch. 9). For the March 10, 2026, Primary Election, signs can be posted from Dec. 25, 2025, to March 25, 2026. 
If a runoff election is needed on May 19, 2026, signs for those candidates can remain posted until June 3, 2026.
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Voter Registration and Election Administration

Can nomination petitions be circulated inside a City of Tempe facility? 

No, petitioning or signature gathering is not permitted inside City facilities. However, candidates may collect 
signatures on public property outside City buildings, provided they do not block access or disrupt operations. 
Additionally, many City facilities have specific policies that prohibit petitioning or other soliciting activities within 
20 feet of an entrance. For detailed information about a specific facility’s policies, visit 
www.tempe.gov/facilitydirectory to obtain contact information.
Outdoor City-sponsored events are generally open to the public. Candidates or their teams may engage 
in campaign activities at these events, but such activities must not be disruptive. For example, setting up 
unauthorized tables, booths, tents, or other structures inside the event perimeter is prohibited.

Who conducts voter registration for the City of Tempe elections?  
Voter registration is managed by the Maricopa County Elections Department.  For additional details, voters can:
• Visit BeBallotReady.Vote.
• Contact the Maricopa County Elections Department at 602-506-1511.
• Register or update voter registration online at ServiceArizona.com or Register.Maricopa.Vote.

What are the deadlines for voter registration?
• Primary Election: Feb. 9, 2026

• General Election: April 20, 2026

How will the elections be administered?  
The 2026 Tempe Council Candidate Election will be conducted as a ballot-by-mail election. Every registered 
Tempe voter will automatically receive a ballot in the mail at the start of the voting period. Instead of assigned 
polling places on Election Day, voters can utilize Vote Centers to:
• Request replacement ballots.
• Vote in person.
• Drop off completed ballots

How soon are ballots mailed?
• Primary Election: Feb. 11, 2026

• General Election: April 22, 2026

Campaign Finance

You can access detailed campaign finance information in the following resources:
• Arizona Revised Statutes § 16-901 et seq.: https://www.azleg.gov/arsDetail/?title=16
• Tempe City Charter, Art. VII: https://library.municode.com/az/tempe/codes/city_code?nodeId=CHTR
• Tempe City Code, Ch. 13: https://library.municode.com/az/tempe/codes/city_code
• Arizona Secretary of State’s Campaign Finance Handbook for Candidate Committees:

https://azsos.gov/elections/campaign-finance-reporting

Where can I find information on Candidate Committees and Campaign Finance?  



 

Report Name Reporting Period Due Date

2025 Annual (Cumulative)* Jan. 1, 2025 – Dec. 31, 2025 Jan. 15, 2026

2026 March Post-Primary* Jan. 1, 2026 – March 10, 2026 March 25, 2026

2026 Quarter 1 March 11, 2026 – March 31, 2026 April 15, 2026

2026 Quarter 2 April 1, 2026 – June 30, 2026 July 15, 2026

2026 Quarter 3 July 1, 2026 – Sept. 30, 2026 Oct. 15, 2026

2026 Quarter 4 Oct, 1, 2026 – Dec. 31, 2026 Jan. 15, 2027

2027 Annual (Cumulative)* Jan. 1, 2027 – Dec. 31, 2027 Jan. 15, 2028

2028 Annual (Cumulative)* Jan. 1, 2028 – Dec. 31, 2028 Jan. 16, 2029
 
*New reports and filing requirements under Senate Bill 1581 (SB 1581), which became effective  on September 26, 2025. 
(A.R.S. § 16-927)

What are the current campaign contribution limits? 

The City of Tempe’s established candidate contribution limits are available on the City’s website at www.tempe.gov/
election.  Candidates are advised to seek their own legal advice regarding contribution limits and the use of campaign 
contributions. The City Clerk’s Office cannot provide legal, financial, or professional advice.

What forms are required for Candidate Committees?
 

• Statement of Organization: Must be filed within 10 days after qualifying as a candidate committee (raising or spending, 
  in any combination, of at least $500 in connection with that candidacy).
• Campaign Finance Reports: Required while the candidate committee is active and must be submitted according to the
   reporting schedule. Late filings incur penalties.
• Termination Statement: Filed to formally close the committee and end reporting obligations.
All campaign finance filings must be submitted through the Campaign Finance eFiling System: 
https://cityoftempeaz.easyvotecampaignfinance.com.  

What are the Campaign Finance Reporting Periods and Deadlines?

What do I need to do if any of the information on my Statement of Organization changes? 

Committees must file an Amended Statement of Organization within 10 days after any change in committee information.

What if I miss a Campaign Finance filing deadline? 

Late penalties apply as follows:
•	 $10 per day for the first 15 days.
•	 $25 per day thereafter, until the report is filed.  

How do I know if someone who has contributed to my campaign is a registered lobbyist? 

To verify if a contributor is a registered lobbyist with the City of Tempe, candidate committees may use the City of Tempe 
Lobbyist eFiling System at https://lobbyist.tempe.gov. 

I have questions about running for election. Who may I contact for assistance? 

The City Clerk’s Office can answer procedural questions, such as filing dates, deadlines, and required forms. However, 
the City Clerk’s Office and City of Tempe staff cannot provide legal, financial, or other professional advice.

• Contact: Email clerk@tempe.gov or call 480-350-8242.  

https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00927.htm



