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Downtown Tempe Refresh: more walkable space, new 
brick sidewalks, 100+ trees
The Downtown Tempe Refresh, the first major infrastructure project in the downtown area in 40 years, 
is transforming the Mill Avenue streetscape. A wide range of enhancements are setting the stage for 
a more welcoming, vibrant and pedestrian-friendly destination. Crews accelerated their work over the 
summer, taking advantage of the off-season to get the work done as fast as possible. Work includes 
new electrical lines, a new irrigation system, new and wider brick sidewalks with artistic treatments, 
new paving, 112 new trees and 26 Ficus trees saved. A new gateway sign will soon welcome visitors 
to the main downtown corridor; art installations and festoon lights will round out the makeover. 

Now is a great time to check out all the progress that has been made by visiting your favorite businesses on Mill Avenue. All downtown Tempe 
parking garages are open and located just a short walk to your destination. tempe.gov/DowntownTempeRefresh.

Sparky’s Touchdown 
Tailgate: Free, family-
friendly Game Day fun 
There’s something for everyone at Sparky’s 
Touchdown Tailgate — the official pregame 
celebration of ASU! Check out food trucks, 
cold drinks, games and live entertainment 
– all on the corner of College Avenue and 
Sixth Street. Saturday, Sept. 13, tailgate 5-7 p.m. (vs. Texas State), wear maroon and 
Saturday, Sept. 26, tailgate 3:30-5:30 p.m. (vs. TCU), blackout game.

City of Tempe night at Sun 
Devil Football
Score discounted ASU Football tickets for City of 
Tempe night on Saturday, Sept. 13 when the Sun 
Devils take on Texas State University. ASU has set 

aside tickets for Tempe residents in 
multiple sections of the stadium at 
four different pricing tiers ranging 
from $10 to $75 per seat. Don’t forget 
to wear maroon! Get tickets: 

gofevo.com/event/citytempeasu25.

FAN-tastic water taxi
Sun Devils, are you ready to support your Big 12 Champions? There’s 
a brand new way to get to home games this year – the Town Lake 
FAN-tastic Water Taxi!
Join a boatful of Sun Devil fans and float from the North Town Lake 
Marina across the lake and over to the dock closest to Sun Devil 
Stadium. Taxis leave about every 15 minutes, starting two hours 
before the start of the game. Rides resume around half time and run 
for another two hours.
Meet up at Hundred Mile Brewing Co, located just steps from the boat 

launch, for pre- and post-game locally crafted beer and bites with 
fellow fans. Parking is available at the Watermark parking structure.
A round trip water taxi ticket costs $15. A one-way ticket is $10.  
A two-pack of round trip tickets is $25; a four-pack 
is $45.
Get details and tickets at 
boats4rent.com/tempe-town.



New City Council Subcommittees
Two new City Council subcommittees will address important issues in Tempe: animal welfare and cruelty and updating the city’s long-range Age-
Friendly Action Plan. Learn about all the current subcommittees at tempe.gov/councilsubcommittees.
•	 Animal Welfare. This subcommittee will work to enhance local policies, strengthen partnerships with animal welfare organizations and 

increase public education to protect animals in the community. This initiative follows the recent signing of SB1658 by Governor Katie Hobbs, 
which introduces key animal protections in Arizona. The subcommittee is led by Councilmember Berdetta Hodge, with Vice Mayor Doreen 
Garlid and Councilmember Jennifer Adams.

•	 Age-Friendly Tempe Action Plan. Tempe has been recognized as an Age-Friendly Community by AARP since 2022, reflecting 
its commitment to creating a livable environment for residents of all ages. To retain this designation and further integrate Age-Friendly 
principles into city planning and programming, the proposed Age-Friendly Tempe 2026–31 Action Plan will align with AARP’s 8 Domains 
of Livability such as outdoor spaces and buildings, transportation and housing. The subcommittee is led by Vice Mayor Doreen Garlid, with 
Councilmembers Nikki Amberg and Randy Keating.

Tempe Jam is back 
This annual free festival features 
live music, art, food trucks, beer 
and more! It’s happening 6-10 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 8 at the 
Tempe Sports Complex. This 
year marks the fifth anniversary 
of the celebration and highlights 
local stars from Tempe Playlist. 

Performers include Teri Tobin & Friends, Mega Ran and DJ alice.
km. Gather your friends and prepare for a night of fun and local vibes 
that’s truly out of this world! 
tempe.gov/TempeJam.

Pyle Arts and Crafts 
Boutique 
Get a jumpstart on holiday 
shopping by browsing 
handmade décor, jewelry, gifts 
and more at the annual Pyle 
Arts and Crafts Boutique. Meet 
dozens of local vendors offering 
handcrafted items at affordable 

prices. Shop Friday, Oct. 17 and Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
at the Pyle Adult Recreation Center, 655 E. Southern Ave. tempe.
gov/FamilyFun.
Get in the spooky spirit  
Head over to Kiwanis Recreation Center for an all-ages Monster 
Splash Bash on Friday, Oct. 17, from 6-9 p.m. Enjoy waves, activities, 
games, face painting and a DJ. Admission is $9 for ages 2-12, $10 for 
ages 13+ and free for under 2 years. The Snack Shack will also be 
open to purchase all your concession needs. Ticket sales will kick off 
at 5:30 p.m. with activities from 6-7 p.m. and the wave pool open 

7-9 p.m. tempe.gov/pools. 
Historic houses reopen in October  
Starting in October, Tempe’s historic homes open their doors 
for guided tours, events and open houses through spring. Come 
explore Tempe icons like Petersen House, Eisendrath House and 
Elias-Rodriguez House. tempe.gov/MuseumHistoricHouses 

Free Art Friday 
returns 
During this free event 
series, you and your 
little one will explore 
through sensory play, 
music, movement and 
themed art projects 
ideal for kids ages 6 
months to 5 years. 

Get hands on as you use a variety of materials to learn and create 
together. Upcoming themes include Pumpkin Patch on Oct. 17, Go, 
Dino, Go! on Nov. 14, and Gifts Galore on Dec. 12. tempe.gov/
FreeArtFriday.
Free movie series at Kiwanis Park 
The Movies in the Park free movie series returns to Kiwanis Park on 
select Fridays this October. Grab the whole family, a picnic dinner and 
your blankets and chairs. Movies begin at dusk, approximately 6 p.m. 
Arrive early to reserve a spot and enjoy free activities with the Tempe 
Play Mobile. Sponsored in part by Tempe Diablos Charities. 
tempe.gov/FamilyFun.
Oct. 3 - Lilo & Stitch (2025, PG) 
Oct. 10 - Toy Story (G) 
Oct. 17 - A Nightmare Before Christmas (PG) 
Oct. 24 - Special Family Boo Bash! event and Monsters, Inc. (G)

Fall fun for all ages

Full events calendar at tempe.gov/ThingsToDo

EV
EN

TS SEPT. 19 AND 
OCT. 17
Glow Kayak, Tempe Town Lake 
Marina 
tempe.gov/boating 

OCT 10
JFA concert
Tempe History Museum, 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
free event 
tempe.gov/MuseumEvents 

OCT. 10-12 
Four Peaks Oktoberfest 
benefiting Tempe Sister 
Cities, Tempe Beach Park 
fourpeaksoktoberfest.com 

OCT 12
Indígena
Tempe Center for the Arts, 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
free event 
tempecenterforthearts.com 



Tempe! The Podcast!
Hear from the Police Chief, the Fire Chief, 
our Transportation and Sustainability Director 
and members of the Tempe City Council in 
fun, 20-minute conversations you can listen 
to on your way to work. New this season - 
Giant Tempe Plinko trivia.
New episodes drop on Fridays. Catch Tempe! 
The Podcast anywhere you typically listen to 
podcasts, like Spotify, Apple Podcasts or visit 
tempe.gov/TempeThisWeek and pick the 
episode.

Join My Brother’s Keeper Tempe to boost literacy skills for boys of color
Volunteer reading tutors are needed! Tempe is expanding its early literacy work to focus on early literacy and academic success for boys and 
young men of color. Data show many of these students fall far behind their counterparts and providing dedicated reading tutors is a proven way 
to help close the literacy gap. This new focus is part of Tempe’s work with the Obama Foundation’s My Brother’s Keeper Alliance, designed to 
improve life outcomes for boys and young men of color. 
Volunteers provide one-on-one tutoring for Tempe students who struggle to read. They work with a group of four students after school, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m. Days and locations are pending; training is provided. All volunteers are welcome but the city is particularly looking for diverse male 
volunteers age 18 and older. Volunteers work within the city’s successful AARP Experience Corps Foundation tutoring program in the Tempe 
Elementary School District. Contact Candice Heath at candice_heath@tempe.gov or 480-350-5846. tempe.gov/MBK.

Spots still open for Kid Zone and Tempe PRE
Want engaging before or after school care for your kids? Looking for high-quality preschool? 
Space is still available at most Tempe Kid Zone locations and all Tempe PRE sites.
Kid Zone operates before and after school programs at 18 Tempe schools in the Tempe 
Elementary School District, offering a safe, enriching environment with fun, age-appropriate 
activities, STEM curriculum and hands-on educational centers. The program is offered for K-8 
grades 
at various schools and 6-8th grades at middle schools. Care is available five days, three days and 
one day per week. tempe.gov/KidZone.
Tempe also offers two preschool options:
•	 Full-day Tempe PRE is located at six schools in the Tempe Elementary School District. The 

program offers small class sizes, play-based learning and early childhood education certified 
teachers for 3 and 4 year olds who are potty trained. Free and reduced tuition is available 
for Tempe residents who qualify; full tuition is available to families in Tempe and surrounding 
cities. tempe.gov/TempePRE.

•	 KidZone provides preschool at Getz School for children ages 3-5. The program offers low 
staff-to-child ratios and flexible full-day and part-day schedules. Scholarships are available. 
tempe.gov/KidZone.

5 reasons to skip 
overseeding your 
lawn this year
1.	 Save time 
2.	 Save water 
3.	 Save money 
4.	 Decrease air and noise 

pollution
5.	 Give your bermuda a break
Learn more about the benefits 
of not planting a winter lawn at 
tempe.gov/SkipWinterLawn or 
call 480-350-8351.

Your Voice Matters – Serve on a Tempe Board 
or Commission!
Are you passionate about Tempe? Want to help shape the future of 
our city? Serving on a City of Tempe Board or Commission is one of 
the best ways to get involved, share your expertise and make a real 
difference. Each year, dozens of residents and community members 
volunteer to serve and advise the City Council on important issues. 
•	 Volunteer groups influence decisions that impact every corner 

of Tempe, from arts and culture to transportation, sustainability, 
historic preservation, public safety and more.

•	 Most boards and commissions meet just a few hours a month, 
making it easy to fit this meaningful service into your schedule. 

•	 Many positions are open to community members, while some require Tempe residency or experience 
in fields like engineering, design or public safety. Appointments are made by the Mayor and confirmed 
by the City Council. 

The list of current and upcoming board and commission vacancies is available at tempe.gov/GetInvolved.

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

All victims of crime in Tempe can receive immediate and long-term help through our confidential 
Family Advocacy Center. Services are available with or without law enforcement involvement.
•	 Safety planning, personal advocacy, emotional support
•	 Shelter and housing referrals
•	 Help navigating the criminal/civil justice system
•	 Healing services such as yoga and expressive art

Get started: 480-350-8004 tempe.gov/FamilyAdvocacyCenter 

OCT. 26
YES Day Walk for Autism, 
Tempe Beach Park, 9 a.m. 
yesdayforautism.org 

OCT 23
48 LIVE: Sandra Bassett 
Tempe Center for the Arts, 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
free event
tempecenterforthearts.com 



Celebrate Community Champions at the 42nd 
Don Carlos Awards
Join Tempe Community Council for an inspiring evening 
honoring those who make Tempe a stronger, more 
compassionate community. The 42nd Annual Don Carlos 
Humanitarian Awards will take place on Wednesday, Oct. 15 
at the DoubleTree by Hilton Tempe. The awards ceremony, 
dinner and fundraiser begin at 5:30 p.m. 
This long-standing tradition brings together community 
leaders, nonprofits and residents to celebrate those who go 
above and beyond for others. This year’s event will feature 
the presentation of the 2025 Don Carlos Humanitarian Award to Angie Taylor, as well as 
recognition of several other local changemakers making a lasting impact in Tempe. 
Tickets are now on sale at tempecommunitycouncil.org/don-carlos.

National Drug Take Back event 
Tempe Police Department is partnering again with the Arizona Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) and law enforcement agencies for a Drug Take Back event Saturday, 
Oct. 25 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Tempe Police South Substation, 8201 S. Hardy Drive. 
Bring your unused/expired prescription and over-the-counter medications in original 
containers. Disposables will be incinerated; no need to remove labels. No liquids, glass, 
metal, syringes, injectables or sharps accepted. Questions? Contact Molly_Enright@
tempe.gov or call 480-858-6148.

Valley Metro streetcar fare change 
The streetcar fare is now $1 per ride or $0.50 with Reduced Fare ID. Youth (age 5 and 
under) ride free when accompanied by a fare-paying guardian, defined as one who can 
directly supervise the child. You can purchase a 1-Ride fare at fare machines located at 
streetcar stops or pay using your Copper card or the Valley Metro app. Streetcar trips count 
toward your Smart Fare progress and you will never pay more than $4 a day, $20 per week 
or $64 per month. ASU students: Don’t forget to tap your U-Pass every time you board. 
valleymetro.org/fares.

Everyone has a story 
Telling your story and hearing the stories of others is how we build community. This year’s 
One Tempe One Book selection from Tempe Public Library is “How to Tell A Story” by The 
Moth. Join the library all October long for a variety of programs and opportunities to connect 
through the power of storytelling. Learn how to secure your free book and view the program 
schedule at tempepubliclibrary.org/OneBook. 

Does your story need a home? Submissions 
for the Tempe Writing Contest are open 
Sept. 4-18. Accepted works include fiction, 
creative nonfiction or poetry from high 
school or college students and adults. 
tempepubliclibrary.org/WritingContest.

Stay heat aware
Summer is winding down, but the heat 
isn’t gone just yet. In Tempe, temperatures 
often remain dangerously high throughout 
September and even in October. While it may 
feel cooler in the early mornings and evenings, 
the heat of the day can still pose serious 
health risks - especially for older adults, 
children and outdoor workers. Be heat aware: 
Stay hydrated, avoid outdoor activities during 
the hottest parts of the day, wear lightweight, 
light-colored clothing, don’t leave people or 
pets in hot cars and look out for others who 
may need extra help. maricopa.gov/heat.

Tempe City Council

Corey Woods 
Mayor

Doreen Garlid 
Vice Mayor

Jennifer Adams 
Councilmember
Nikki Amberg 
Councilmember
Arlene Chin 
Councilmember
Berdetta Hodge 
Councilmember
Randy Keating 
Councilmember

Rosa Inchausti 
City Manager

To contact the Mayor and 
Council, call 480-350-8110.

Check tempe.gov/clerk for 
updated schedules of City 
Council meetings and agendas 
or call 480-350-4311. Meeting 
dates are subject to change.
Meetings are aired live on 
Tempe 11 and streamed live at 
tempe.gov/tempe11.

Questions or ideas? 
Email the Tempe 
Communication Office
CMR@tempe.gov or call 
480-350-4311

Bulk/uncontained trash, green
organics collection schedule 

tempe.gov/BulkTrash  • 480-350-4311
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Items must be placed by 
6 a.m. on Monday of 
your collection week, no 
earlier than 10 days 
prior. Holidays will not 
affect the collection 
schedule
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