
 

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA  

 

TEMPE ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION 
August 19, 2025 

6:00 pm  
 

Tempe Public Library 
3500 S Rural Road 

Tempe, 85282 
 

 

Public comment requests for any item on the agenda must be emailed to joy_higgins@tempe.gov prior to 
the start of the meeting. 
  

AGENDA 
 

Call to Order 
1. Public Appearances: The Arts & Culture Commission welcomes public comment for items listed on this 

agenda. There is a three-minute time limit per individual. Anyone wishing to agendize an item for an 
upcoming meeting should utilize the Public Appearances for consideration. 

2. Approval: May 5, 2025 Tempe Arts & Culture Commission Minutes    ACTION 

3. Update from Deputy Director – Arts & Culture 

4. Approval: Regular Meeting Day Change       ACTION 

5. Presentation: Arts & Culture Marketing  

6. Presentation & Discussion: Tempe Center for the Arts Programming 

7. TACC Member Liaison Activity 

Adjournment 

Next Meeting: September 8, 2025 
 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Arts & Culture Commission may only discuss matters listed on the 
agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 72 
hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons. 
Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting. 

 

mailto:joy_higgins@tempe.gov


 

Tempe Center for the Arts 
August 2025 
 

TCA PRESENTS - Announcing our 2025-26 Season! 
One of our biggest yet, this season brings a vibrant mix of artists and genres to our stages: from the iconic energy 
of Charo, to the electrifying movement of IMGE Dance, the festive cheer of Canadian Brass Christmas, the 
breathtaking feats of Acrobats of Cirque-tacular and the wildly funny, utterly decadent spectacle of Meow 
Meow’s cabaret. And that’s just the beginning! Every performance is a chance to experience something 
memorable. INFO 
 

GALLERY AT TCA 
 

ARTOLOGY: beyond boundaries Exhibition  
INFO 
Human history is filled with countless examples of pioneering artists and 
technologies that have helped reshape the way we see and engage with the 
world around us. "ARTOLOGY: beyond boundaries" introduces various art making 
processes to the public to educate visitors about how the artworld continues to 
push the envelope with big ideas and innovation. For this exhibition we define 
“Artology” as a branch of study where artists do not see boundaries between 
disciplines and see knowledge as a tool for expanding communication between 
people and developing artistic practices that move us into the future. 
 

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS 
RETURNS AUGUST 20 
Join us at this FREE, weekly series... hone your craft, test new material or 
just enjoy some great music and an amazing view of Tempe Town Lake! 
Hosted by Tempe’s favorite, Walt Richardson, II. Walt has been writing 
songs and playing guitar as far back as he can remember. “Standing alone 
with a guitar gives me freedom of expression, and for me, that’s where it all 
begins,” Richardson said. “It is an intimacy that touches each audience 
member and gives rise to the message behind the music.”   Richardson’s 
vision and dedication have been instrumental in the success of Walk-in 
Wednesdays Open Mic Night. 
 

OTHER UPCOMING AUGUST EVENTS 
• Studio 93: Celestial Bodies Dancing Through the Cosmos    Aug 15 
• MAC & Co: 11th Hour         Aug 16 

• Dancing for one·n·ten         Aug 17 
• Buckaroo Lodge: Summer Vacay Sketch Show Getaway    Aug 23 

• The Colors Of Perú         Aug 30 

 

View the full TCA Event Calendar  

More information about Tempe Center for the Arts: 
tempecenterforthearts.com  

https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/2025-26-tca-season
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/gallery/gallery-at-tca
http://www.walterrichardson.com/
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/calendar
http://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/


Tempe Public Art 

August 2025 

  

Project Launch 
Optimist Park NE, NW, SE, SW 

Optimist Park 

Artist: Mary Shindell 

 
Optimist Park NE, NW, SE, and SW were awarded a MaryAnne Corder 

Grant this year. The project is the addition of a walkway that connects 
the El Paso Pathway to the Playground. Artist Mary Shindell will design 
and fabricate the inclusion of two 6'x12' litho-mosaic artworks 
embedded into concrete. The mosaics will be featured on each side 
including where the sidewalk meets the El Paso Pathway and where 
the sidewalk meets the children’s playground.  Stay tuned for updates! 
 

Image: Example of Mary Shindell’s Lithomosaic process in studio and the imagined 

walkway that will be built as part of the grant project 

 

 

Work in Progress  
Escalante Community Center, Teen Room 

Artist: Such Styles 

Such Styles created a design proposal for the Escalante Teen room after meeting with stakeholders at 

the center earlier this summer. Such took in comments from the teens and is now sharing the design 

with them for feedback. The plan is to begin painting in September with completion shortly thereafter.  

Image: Such Styles design concept for the mural in the teen room at the Escalante Center 

 



Recently Completed  
City Fruit/ ADOT Pedestrian Bridges 

Alameda Drive and Western Canal at the I-10 Broadway Curve 

Artist: coLAB Studio/Matthew and Maria Salenger 

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) is nearing completion of two new multi-use bridges, 

improving safe connectivity for pedestrians, ADA travel and cyclists as part of the I-10 Broadway Curve 

Improvement Project. The bridges are currently open for use, with some remaining details awaiting 

completion. The bridges span the I-10 freeway between Broadway and Baseline Roads, crossing at the 

Western Canal and Alameda Drive. Inspired by the fruit of the prickly pear cactus, coLAB studio has 

created artwork that adds visual delight to pedestrians and drivers alike. The top of each bridge features 

10 sculptures with a metal plate at the bottom that allows the sun to pass through and cast shadows of 

hand drawn organic patterns based of local flora.  

A fall event to celebrate is currently in planning for Saturday September 20th, 7-10am; details will be 

shared with TACC soon. 

Coming Soon 

• Optimist Park Play Area by Janelle Garza – in construction, completion early fall 

• Campbell Park Play Area by Janelle Garza – in construction, completion fall 

• Public Art Strategic Plan – expected completion winter 2025 

• Mill Underpass Sun Garden Phase 2 – expected completion winter 2025 

 

 
More information about Tempe Public Art  

tempe.gov/PublicArt 

 

 

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/4EiiCXDPrLh0wQ3ziwTziWdGZR?domain=tempe.us19.list-manage.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/4EiiCXDPrLh0wQ3ziwTziWdGZR?domain=tempe.us19.list-manage.com
http://www.tempe.gov/publicart
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/t8n-CW61QLFGJEvWIESqioUlT6?domain=tempe.us19.list-manage.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/_Ig2C68MBXF85NxBt0uYi5Iw8d?domain=tempe.us19.list-manage.com


Tempe History Museum  
August 2025 
 

RECAP 
 

Tempe Time Machine 

 

The museum’s Tempe Time Machine summer program geared towards youth ages 3-10 years-old and 
their caregivers drew 1,833 visitors over seven weekly Wednesday sessions. Tempe Time Machine relies 
heavily on the time and hard work of youth volunteers, from preparing crafts to running each craft table, 
as well as setting up and tearing down each week’s event. This summer, there were 22 youth volunteers 
with a combined 565 hours of participation time invested in the program. 
 

UPCOMING 
 

AAAC Book Club  

Based on the True Story of the 6888th – The Only All Black, All Female 
Army Battalion to Serve in Europe in WWII by Joshunda Sanders 
Wednesday, August 27 | 5 p.m. | Zoom | INFO 

Dr. Felicia Durden will lead the discussion for Women of the Post: A 

Historical Novel Based on the True Story of the 6888th – The Only All Black, 

All Female Army Battalion to Serve in Europe in WWII by Joshunda Sanders. 

This is the first session for this title.   

 
All participants are welcome to partake in this book club series that meets 
monthly via Zoom to discuss works written by Black authors. Email 
museum@tempe.gov to indicate your interest and receive the Zoom link.  

 
 
 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
mailto:museum@tempe.gov


COLLECTIONS 
Tempe History Museum recently acquired a piece of the Tempe 
Union Pacific Railroad Bridge. A portion of the bridge was damaged 
and then removed in 2020 as the result of a train derailment and fire. 
The scrap steel salvaged from the disaster was relocated and stored 
at Tempe’s Priest Yard.  
 
The museum arranged this summer for a portion containing one of 
the iconic 1912 date marks to be removed by a contractor and 
mounted upright on a metal stand with casters for easy moving and 
storage. The bridge segment is now part of the museum’s permanent 

collection and is available for future display. 

 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

Performances at the Museum 
Japhy’s Descent 

Friday, Sept. 5 | 7 p.m. | FREE | INFO 

 

Tempe History Society Lunch Talks  
Samuel Brown and Tempe’s Mexican and American Frontier Heritage by Dr. Pete Dimas 

Wednesday, September 10 | 11:30 a.m. | INFO 

 

 

More information about Tempe History Museum: tempe.gov/Museum   
 
 

 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/lunch-talks
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum


Tempe Community Arts  
July 2025 

Recap 

Edna Arts Summer Classes | INFO 

This summer’s Edna Viehl Arts Center Classes and Workshops held 
June 2 – July 19 saw a 15% increase in attendance and a 58% increase 
in revenue compared to summer 2024. The Center, managed by 
Tempe Community Arts, welcomed 939 registrations – 67% Tempe 
residents and 33% nonresidents and generated just under $70,000 in 
revenue. The largest gains were seen in Adult and Youth (5-12) classes 
and workshops. Recent marketing campaigns have evolved to provide 
more targeted opportunities to attract both Tempe residents and the 
surrounding valley for these popular classes each season. Edna Arts 
features over 80 classes and workshops quarterly for all ages - toddler to youth, teen to adults - and provides a 
variety of popular classes such as pottery date night, sensory-filled art projects, anime drawing, mixed media, 
printing, ceramics and more. Classes continue to grow in popularity and connect the community through creative 
education. 
 

Upcoming 
Edna Arts Fall Class Registration | INFO 

Classes run September 2-26 and October 20-December 13 
Registration opens on August 11 for art classes this fall. With offerings 
for people of all ages, skill levels and schedules, there’s something for 
everyone at Edna Arts. September classes run just four weeks, diving 
deep into specific processes including ceramic ghosts and pumpkins or 
spooky stamps. Then, jump into a full class session from October 
through December to build your artistic skillset in bookmaking, textile 
printing, functional pottery and more! Have a creative kiddo in your 
life? Explore sculpture or painting with your little one in a parent/child 
class or let them adventure on their own in an independent class. Additionally, get crafty with One-day Arts 
Workshops! Register online or call our front desk (480-350-5287) to enroll today! 
 

Arts in the Parks - Meet the Artist | INFO 
Arts in the Parks Events run September 16-November 11 
Ahead of our upcoming Arts in the Parks events, Community Arts sent 
out a call to artists to create a large, interactive art piece that 
promotes community exploration and creative collaboration. Out of 
the 29 artists who applied, California-based artist Jennifer Tran was 
selected to fulfill this unique brief. How High the Moon is a 
participatory art installation featuring luminous inflatable spheres 
representing the phases of the moon. Participants are invited to 
engage with the artwork by drawing or writing hopes and dreams 
using glow-in-the-dark markers inside vinyl “crater” frames applied directly to the moons. Designed with accessibility 
in mind, How High the Moon offers an immersive and interactive experience for all ages, especially during evening 
events when the full illumination effect is visible. 
 

More information about Tempe Community Arts   
tempe.gov/CommunityArts 

Artist rendering of “How High the Moon” by Jennifer Tran  

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/one-day-arts-workshops
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/one-day-arts-workshops
https://jennifertran.art/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/-fsiteid-1


Tempe Arts & Culture Finances  
August 2025 
 
Welcome to Fiscal Year 2026! The budget remains similar to last year as we identify opportunities to 
fine-tune expenditures and boost revenues to help counteract the cooling tax income.  
 

CURRENT YEAR EXPENSES 
 
Operating expenses by cost center (workgroup) for July are below. CIP, contingency, and TCA roof debt 

service annual payment are not included. Please note that these are draft figures. 
 

Cost Centers Budget Expense  % Expended 

3741 Arts and Culture Admin  $        1,032,796   $        38,234.84  4% 

3742 Arts and Culture Marketing  $           831,114   $        28,642.14  3% 

3760 Tempe Center for the Arts  $        6,715,911   $     273,761.60  4% 

3781 Museum & Historic Houses  $        1,620,210   $        85,515.07  5% 

3785 Community Arts Engagement  $        1,621,678   $        98,213.62  6% 

Grand Total  $     11,821,709   $           524,367  4% 
 
 
 

CURRENT YEAR REVENUES 
Revenues by cost center (workgroup) for July are below. Tax revenues are recorded a month after they 
are earned. Please note that these are draft figures.  
 
 

Cost Centers Revenue Estimate Recognized Revenue % Target 

3741 Arts & Culture Tax/Interest  $          11,622,743   $                              350  0% 

3761 TCA Earned Revenue  $                671,608   $                        19,376  3% 

3781 Museum & Historic Houses  $                131,000   $                        12,696  10% 

3785 Community Arts Engagement  $                185,000   $                          7,369  4% 

Grand Total  $          12,610,351   $                        39,790  0% 

 
 
More information about Arts & Culture Finances 
kara_osburn@tempe.gov 
 

mailto:kara_osburn@tempe.gov


 

Minutes of the Tempe Arts and Culture Commission (TACC) meeting recorded at 6:00pm on May 5, 2025, 
held at Tempe Public Library. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Bryan Esparza 
Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier 
Andrea Hanley  
Haylee Mills – Vice-chair 
Lisa Roach 
Angela Russell 
Kendra Sollars 
Jennifer Song 
Jacqueline Swan – Chair 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Teresa Robinette 
 

City Staff Present: 
Brenda Abney, Deputy Director – Arts & Culture 
Joy Higgins, Management Assistant – Arts & Culture Division 
Rebecca Blume Rothman, Manager – Tempe Public Art 
Garilyn Bourgeois, Supervisor, A+C Marketing 
Craig Hayton, Director – Community Services 
Josh Roffler, Sr Curator – Tempe History Museum 
 
Guest(s) Present: 
Joshua Lapp, Principal – Designing Local 

Call to Order 

• Jacqueline Swan, TACC Chair, called the TACC meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 

• None 
 
Agenda Item 2  – Approval of the April 21, 2025 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes  
J. Swan asked the commissioners to review an unapproved TACC minutes document dated April 21, 2025. 

MOTION: Jennifer Song moved to approve April 21, 2025 Tempe Arts and Culture Commission 
Meeting Minutes. 

SECOND: Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier seconded 
AYES: Bryan Esparza, Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, 

Angela Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song, Jacqueline Swan 
ABSTAIN:  None 
NAYS: None 
RESULT: Motion passed with a 9-0 vote  
ABSENT:  Theresa Robinette,  

 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Presentation: Tempe Public Art Plan 

• Brenda Abney, Deputy CS Director of Arts & Culture, introduced the Tempe Public Art Plan topic, Josh 
Lapp with the consulting firm Designing Local, and the related upcoming council presentation on May 8th, 
2025. 

• Rebecca Blume Rothman, Public Art Manager, informed the commission about the current stage of the 
Public Art Plan process. INFO 

Minutes 
TEMPE ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION  

May 5, 2025 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/tempe-public-art/public-art-plan


Tempe Arts and Culture Commission 
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o Much information has been collected through outreach with the public, focus groups, and 
stakeholders.  

o Staff would like to share the information collected and get the commission’s support to continue to 
move forward.  

o Defined the role of public art to cultivate an identity for the city, complement the built 
environment, provide unexpected art experiences, and promote artistic expression. 

• Joshua Lapp, Principal of Designing Local, described the information collection stage of developing a 

public art plan. Presentation slides are attached (Attachment A) with survey and feedback results.  
o Commissioner questions about surveys and feedback: 

▪ Did you find a difference in feedback from people who intentionally showed up to the 
public events versus people who randomly happened upon the events? 

• The difference was in the approach to what they’d like to see. Those aware of 

the Public Art Plan were more specific about what type of art they’d like to see, 
where others would simply state they want more art in the neighborhood.  

▪ Was there public interest in themes like sustainability of the art or how it can serve more 
purposes like shade or other community needs? 

• These interests were stated mainly from other boards and commissions (Rebecca 

presented to nine of them) and questioned ways that art can be integrated in 
other city CIP projects, especially in relation to shade, seating, and creating 
comfort for the community.  

▪ What are some differences in takeaways between Tempe and other cities? 

• Tempe has a well-developed public art program. Survey respondents had more 

depth of questions and thoughts to build on the large collection that currently 
exists.  

• The distribution of public art across the city is exceptional. Nearly the entire 
population of Tempe is within a 20-minute walk of public art.  

o Moving forward the consulting team will dive deeper into the ways public art needs to continue 
to integrate into civic and public spaces (greenways, trails, parks, playgrounds), transportation, 
and city infrastructure. 

▪ TACC feedback:  

• Would like to see more public art that engages with other priorities, such as tree 
wells or little libraries in neighborhoods.  

• Use public art as a graffiti mitigator for areas where tagging occurs often. 

• Find ways to create community connections to lesser-known artworks.  
o Public Art Plan Framework – the foundation for the rest of the plan 

▪ Tempe Public Art Aspirations 

▪ Tempe Public Art Program of the future – sustainability, leveling up, best use of 
resources 

▪ Tempe Public Art Curatorial Framework 
o Public Art Plan Next Steps 

▪ Analysis and creation of draft plan (In Process) 

▪ Final Recommendations (July/August) 

▪ Final Plan Document: Future (Fall/Winter 2025) 
o TACC Feedback 

▪ Regarding the inclusion of Indigenous communities and needs, it’s important to consider 
place keeping and place knowing, beyond place making. 

▪ Encourage thinking about engaging the next generation in the public art plan process.  

▪ Art in Private Development artworks are often placed in areas of low visibility. Is it 
possible to add an addendum that speaks to placing AIPD artworks in areas of higher 
engagement?   
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Agenda Item 4 – Presentation: Tempe Center for the Arts Council Presentation 
B. Abney presented the Programming Update for Tempe Center for the Arts.  

• The 2025-26 TCA programming season will focus on the following: 
o Expand and diversify TCA Presents series 
o Support and spotlight locally grown programs 
o Grow free and community programs to ensure accessibility for all 
o Continued support for TCA Home and Resident Companies 
o Modernizing the TCA ticketing structure and rental approaches to align with industry standards 

and offer audiences more options 

• Find the TCA calendar of events online: Calendar | Tempe Center for the Arts 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Update: Arts & Culture Marketing 
Garilyn Bourgeois, Marketing Supervisor, presented a recap on the Arts + Culture Marketing team 
accomplishments for 2024-2025 including marketing assets, campaigns, attendance and survey response 
numbers, and database growth.  

• How can Arts & Culture Commissioners help? 
o Host a table at events 
o Forward eNewsletters 
o Like/share/comment on social media posts 
o Assist in outreach events 
o Attend shows and openings 
o Share collateral 
o Attend photo shoots 

• TACC Questions/Feedback 
o Have you seen the email click rates going up in response to database updates and marketing 

efforts? 

▪ The A+C Division email click rates are above industry standards at about 18%. 
 
Agenda Item 6 – Tour: Tempe History Museum Exhibition – Dry Surf 
Josh Roffler, Sr Curator of Collections, gave a tour of the “Dry Surf” exhibition at Tempe History Museum. The 
exhibition opens on Saturday, May 10, 2025. INFO 
 
Agenda Item 7 – TACC Member Liaison Efforts 

• Haylee Mills – Saw “Bob and Jean: A Love Story at TCA” and attended the May the Fourth event at 
TCA Gallery; attended many shows at Danelle Plaza; 

• Lisa Roach – Served as a judge for San Antonio’s 134th Battle of Flowers Parade judging civic and 
educational floats; 

• Jennifer Song – Attended Boards and Commissions event at TCA; Visited Phoenix Art Museum exhibition 
about Ana Sui; 

• Andrea Hanley – Attended “Return of the Force” event at TCA, it was great; saw “Bob and Jean: A Love 
Story;” 

• Bryan Esparza – Attended Boards and Commissions event at TCA; 

• Kendra Sollars – Attended May the Fourth event at TCA Gallery;  

• Jacqueline Swan – Attended Boards and Commissions event at TCA; submitted feedback for the Public 
Art Master Plan; attended shows at Danelle Plaza; attended Ditch Music; 

• Kevin Godrey-Chevalier – Will be acting in a Yes And Productions performance called “Happy Little 
Accidents;” 

• Angela Russell - Attended Boards and Commissions event at TCA; 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm       
Prepared by: Joy Higgins 

https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/calendar
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/exhibits/featured-exhibit


Attachment A – Tempe Public Art Plan Presentation 
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