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Minutes of the Tempe Sustainability & Resilience and Transportation Commission Joint 
meeting held on Monday, March 17, 2025, 4:30 p.m. hybrid meeting with in-person 
attendance option at the Tempe Transportation Center, Don Cassano Community Room, 
200 E. 5th Street, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 

Shawn Swisher (Chair) 
Erin Boyd (Vice Chair) 
Melissa Harlan 

Madison Harris 
Joshua Randall 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Kendon Jung 
 

Jacob Bethem  
Ben Paulat 
Matthew Nahlik 
Jake Swanson 
 

 
Transportation Commission Members  
Amanda Nelson Andrea Chalmers 
David Sokolowski Dawn Hocking (Chair) 
Ginny Sylvester Hassan Al Saad 
Jacob Cox Kelsey Files (Vice Chair) 
Kendra Flory Mark Richwine 
Stevie Milne  

 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Robert Miller      Claire Lauer 
Anthony Strait     Roy Peterson 
 
 

 Minutes 

City of Tempe Sustainability & Resilience and 
Transportation Commission Joint Meeting  

March 17, 2025 
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City Staff Present: 
Shelly Seyler 
Brianne Fisher  
Sue Taaffe 
Elizabeth Mieth 
Lindsay Post 

Chase Walman 
Morgan Kennedy 
Erick Moreno 
Alex Phillips 
Sam Stevenson 

 
Guests Present: 
Christopher Watts  
 
Agenda Item 1 – Welcome and SRC Mission  
Chair Swisher called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m.  read the commissions’ charge and mission.  
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Appearances 
No public comments were shared. 

Commissioner Jung while not able to attend the meeting in person, reviewed the meeting materials 
and provided comments and questions to the Commissioner Chair. These questions and 
comments are being provided for the record:  

• The word equity was not mentioned, please indicate where accessibility in areas of low to 
no vehicle ownership are concentrated.  

• Recommendation on pulling out the 20-min city "heat map" based on needs accessibility 
for this meeting. 

• How is Tempe's ghg emissions (municipal or community) incorporated into this work and 
slide deck.  

• Sustainability Commissions goals in the transportation plan would be a) the GSI, and b) 
EV charging codes; since both overlap with the scopes of their commissions.  

 

Agenda Item 3 – Review of Logistics 

Brianne Fisher, Climate Action Manager, provided information on where the restrooms are, 
parking and introduction of staff.  
 

Agenda Item 4 – Tempe Transportation Plan 

Lindsay Post, Senior Transportation Planner provided information on Tempe Transportation 
Plan with topic including: 
 

• Transportation and Public Health & Safety 
▪ Phoenix Metro – The number of days over 110°are expected to more than double 

by 2060 

• How urban heat affects public safety. 
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▪ Comfort: Heat impacts the public’s willingness and ability to walk, ride, or roll 
comfortably further forcing reliance on fossil fuels  

▪ Health: Heat-related illnesses include cramps, heat stroke, and worsening of 
chronic conditions like heart disease and diabetes  

▪ Mental health: Heatwaves can increase anxiety and depression 

• 2025 Transportation Plan Update Scope Development 
▪ Transportation Planning staff began developing the new scope of work in Spring, 

2024 
▪ An internal critical analysis of the 2015 TMP was conducted (what worked well, 

what needed to be improved, what were the challenges we faced?) 
▪ National, regional, and local comparable plans were cited in research of industry 

best practices  
▪ An internal working group helped identify needed tasks and areas of analysis 

• Scope of Work – 2025 
▪ Public Involvement & Outreach Management 
▪ Analysis of Existing and Future Conditions 

o Review of previous plans 

▪ Multimodal Transportation Gaps and Needs Assessment 
o Active Transportation 
o Transit 

o Traffic 

▪ Project Prioritization 
o Near-term 

o Mid-term 

o Future 

▪ Recommendations 

• Project Management 
▪ Anticipated 17-month project duration 

▪ Public Outreach Two Major Open House events with consultants  
o Multiple Community Events  
o Project Webpage  
o Commission Presentations 
o Surveys 
o More as Identified/Needed 

▪ Draft Benchmarks  
▪ Project Working Group Consisting of: 

o Traffic 
o Transit 
o Transportation Planning 
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o Sustainability 
o Neighborhood Services  
o Communications & Marketing 

• General Plan 2050 
▪ Adopted by City Council on August 24, 2023  
▪ Reflects the community’s vision for the future and how the community wants to 

grow and change over the next 30 years.  
▪ Guides how Tempe plans for development, land use, transportation, mass transit, 

economic development, historic preservation, neighborhood enhancement, public 
art, cultural amenities, human services, recreation, and open space.  

▪ It also guides the City of Tempe in planning for sustainability, climate change, 
environmental improvements, and in achieving a good quality of life and 
community well-being. 

Commissioners were asked to provide feedback on an interactive exercise with different 
transportation modes and maps of the city. Small breakout discussions took place.  
 
Agenda Item 5 – Open Discussion, Reflection and Closing 
Shawn Swisher, Chair, asked if there are any requests. 
 
Commissioner asked how much discussion happens with the state and other cities. Lindsay 
Post responded with proposes of planning they try as much as they can to maintain great 
relationships with neighboring cities and part of commissions and board through Maricopa 
Association of Governments. Sam Stevenson responded we work very closely with other cities 
through Valley Metro.  
 
Commissioner asked how much these processes engage in social sciences. City of Tempe staff 
member responded by staff utilize consultants for the best practices. Commissioner said that one 
of the things with consultants is that they are recycling best practices used in other places. 
Suggestion to see embracing solutions unique to Tempe and the environment.  
 
Commissioner asked about how the Transportation Plan might look at electrification on fleet 
vehicles, EV charging infrastructure, and. greenhouse gas emissions. Brianne Frisher responded 
that the Sustainability Division studies greenhouse gas emissions and the two biggest emitters 
are transportation and energy related which are tracked since 2015. 
 
Chair Swisher motions to adjourn the meeting at 5:58 p.m. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Jake Swanson 
Second:  Commissioner Ben Paulat 
 
Decision: Approved 19-0 
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The meeting was adjourned at 5:58 p.m.  
 
 

Prepared by:   Elizabeth Mieth 
Reviewed by:  Brianne Fisher and Sue Taaffe 
 


