
 

PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 
Transportation Commission 

 
 
 
MEETING DATE 
Tuesday, May 13, 2025 from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. 
 
MEETING LOCATIONS 
 
Web Ex   
https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/j.php?MTID=mdd2c02f59101e000002eb16fcd3bf914 
Join by phone +1-408-418-9388 United States Toll 
Webinar Number: 2496 243 7789   
 
In Person 
200 E. Fifth Street, 2nd floor 
Don Cassano Community Room 
Tempe, AZ 85281 
 

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER 
ACTION or 

INFORMATION 

1. Public Appearances 
The Commission welcomes public comment. 
There is a three-minute time limit per citizen. 

Dawn Hocking, 
 Commission Chair 

 

Information 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes   
The Commission will be asked to review and 
approve meeting minutes from the March 17 and 
April 8, 2025 meetings.  

Dawn Hocking, 
 Commission Chair 

Action 

3. Bike/Ped, SATVs and Parklets 
Staff will provide an update on the city’s bicycle 
and pedestrian program. (20 minutes) 
 

Transportation Planning Staff, 
Transportation and 

Sustainability Department 

Information and 
Possible Action 

4. Western Canal Multi-use Path Project 
A presentation will be made introducing the 
Western Canal MUP project. (20 minutes) 
 

Lindsay Post, Transportation 
and Sustainability Department 

Information and 
Possible Action 

5. Department & Regional Transportation 
Updates  
Staff and Commission members will provide 
information on relevant meetings and events. (10 
minutes) 

Transportation and 
Sustainability Department Staff  

Information  

6. Future Agenda Items  
Commission may request future agenda items. 
(10 minutes) 

Dawn Hocking, 
Commission Chair 

Information and 
Possible Action 

https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/j.php?MTID=mdd2c02f59101e000002eb16fcd3bf914


 

 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Transportation Commission may only discuss matters 
listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with 

disabilities.  With 48 hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight 
and/or hearing-impaired persons. Please call 350-2775 (voice) or 350-8400 (TDD) to request an 

accommodation to participate in a public meeting. 

 

7.  Tour of Traffic Management Center 
Staff will give a tour and explain the functionality 
of the Traffic Management Center. (40 minutes) 
 

Traffic Engineering Staff, 
Transportation and 

Sustainability Department 

Information  



Sustainability Commission, March 17, 2025 

 

 

 
Minutes of the Tempe Sustainability & Resilience and Transportation Commission Joint 
meeting held on Monday, March 17, 2025, 4:30 p.m. hybrid meeting with in-person 
attendance option at the Tempe Transportation Center, Don Cassano Community Room, 
200 E. 5th Street, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 

Shawn Swisher (Chair) 
Erin Boyd (Vice Chair) 
Melissa Harlan 

Madison Harris 
Joshua Randall 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Kendon Jung 
 

Jacob Bethem  
Ben Paulat 
Matthew Nahlik 
Jake Swanson 
 

 
Transportation Commission Members  
Amanda Nelson Andrea Chalmers 
David Sokolowski Dawn Hocking (Chair) 
Ginny Sylvester Hassan Al Saad 
Jacob Cox Kelsey Files (Vice Chair) 
Kendra Flory Mark Richwine 
Stevie Milne  

 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Robert Miller      Claire Lauer 
Anthony Strait     Roy Peterson 
 
 

 Minutes 

City of Tempe Sustainability & Resilience and 
Transportation Commission Joint Meeting  

March 17, 2025 



Sustainability Commission, March 17, 2025 

City Staff Present: 
Shelly Seyler 
Brianne Fisher  
Sue Taaffe 
Elizabeth Mieth 
Lindsay Post 

Chase Walman 
Morgan Kennedy 
Erick Moreno 
Alex Phillips 
Sam Stevenson 

 
Guests Present: 
Christopher Watts  
 
Agenda Item 1 – Welcome and SRC Mission  
Chair Swisher called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m.  read the commissions’ charge and mission.  
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Appearances 
No public comments were shared. 

Commissioner Jung while not able to attend the meeting in person, reviewed the meeting materials 
and provided comments and questions to the Commissioner Chair. These questions and 
comments are being provided for the record:  

• The word equity was not mentioned, please indicate where accessibility in areas of low to 
no vehicle ownership are concentrated.  

• Recommendation on pulling out the 20-min city "heat map" based on needs accessibility 
for this meeting. 

• How is Tempe's ghg emissions (municipal or community) incorporated into this work and 
slide deck.  

• Sustainability Commissions goals in the transportation plan would be a) the GSI, and b) 
EV charging codes; since both overlap with the scopes of their commissions.  

 

Agenda Item 3 – Review of Logistics 

Brianne Fisher, Climate Action Manager, provided information on where the restrooms are, 
parking and introduction of staff.  
 

Agenda Item 4 – Tempe Transportation Plan 

Lindsay Post, Senior Transportation Planner provided information on Tempe Transportation 
Plan with topic including: 
 

• Transportation and Public Health & Safety 
▪ Phoenix Metro – The number of days over 110°are expected to more than double 

by 2060 

• How urban heat affects public safety. 
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▪ Comfort: Heat impacts the public’s willingness and ability to walk, ride, or roll 
comfortably further forcing reliance on fossil fuels  

▪ Health: Heat-related illnesses include cramps, heat stroke, and worsening of 
chronic conditions like heart disease and diabetes  

▪ Mental health: Heatwaves can increase anxiety and depression 

• 2025 Transportation Plan Update Scope Development 
▪ Transportation Planning staff began developing the new scope of work in Spring, 

2024 
▪ An internal critical analysis of the 2015 TMP was conducted (what worked well, 

what needed to be improved, what were the challenges we faced?) 
▪ National, regional, and local comparable plans were cited in research of industry 

best practices  
▪ An internal working group helped identify needed tasks and areas of analysis 

• Scope of Work – 2025 
▪ Public Involvement & Outreach Management 
▪ Analysis of Existing and Future Conditions 

o Review of previous plans 

▪ Multimodal Transportation Gaps and Needs Assessment 
o Active Transportation 
o Transit 

o Traffic 

▪ Project Prioritization 
o Near-term 

o Mid-term 

o Future 

▪ Recommendations 

• Project Management 
▪ Anticipated 17-month project duration 

▪ Public Outreach Two Major Open House events with consultants  
o Multiple Community Events  
o Project Webpage  
o Commission Presentations 
o Surveys 
o More as Identified/Needed 

▪ Draft Benchmarks  
▪ Project Working Group Consisting of: 

o Traffic 
o Transit 
o Transportation Planning 
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o Sustainability 
o Neighborhood Services  
o Communications & Marketing 

• General Plan 2050 
▪ Adopted by City Council on August 24, 2023  
▪ Reflects the community’s vision for the future and how the community wants to 

grow and change over the next 30 years.  
▪ Guides how Tempe plans for development, land use, transportation, mass transit, 

economic development, historic preservation, neighborhood enhancement, public 
art, cultural amenities, human services, recreation, and open space.  

▪ It also guides the City of Tempe in planning for sustainability, climate change, 
environmental improvements, and in achieving a good quality of life and 
community well-being. 

Commissioners were asked to provide feedback on an interactive exercise with different 
transportation modes and maps of the city. Small breakout discussions took place.  
 
Agenda Item 5 – Open Discussion, Reflection and Closing 
Shawn Swisher, Chair, asked if there are any requests. 
 
Commissioner asked how much discussion happens with the state and other cities. Lindsay 
Post responded with proposes of planning they try as much as they can to maintain great 
relationships with neighboring cities and part of commissions and board through Maricopa 
Association of Governments. Sam Stevenson responded we work very closely with other cities 
through Valley Metro.  
 
Commissioner asked how much these processes engage in social sciences. City of Tempe staff 
member responded by staff utilize consultants for the best practices. Commissioner said that one 
of the things with consultants is that they are recycling best practices used in other places. 
Suggestion to see embracing solutions unique to Tempe and the environment.  
 
Commissioner asked about how the Transportation Plan might look at electrification on fleet 
vehicles, EV charging infrastructure, and. greenhouse gas emissions. Brianne Frisher responded 
that the Sustainability Division studies greenhouse gas emissions and the two biggest emitters 
are transportation and energy related which are tracked since 2015. 
 
Chair Swisher motions to adjourn the meeting at 5:58 p.m. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Jake Swanson 
Second:  Commissioner Ben Paulat 
 
Decision: Approved 19-0 
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The meeting was adjourned at 5:58 p.m.  
 
 

Prepared by:   Elizabeth Mieth 
Reviewed by:  Brianne Fisher and Sue Taaffe 
 



 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Tempe Transportation Commission held on Tuesday, April 8, 2025 at 7:30 a.m. via Webex 
and at the Tempe Transportation Center located at 200 E. Fifth Street, Tempe AZ 85281. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
David Sokolowski 
Stevie Milne 
Dawn Hocking 
Amanda Nelson 
Kelsey Files 
Hassan Al Saad 
Roy Peterson 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Jacob Cox  
Andrea Chalmers       

  Robert Miller 
  Ginny Sylvester 
  Anthony Strait 
  Mark Richwine  
  Kendra Flory 
  Claire Lauer 
 

             
City Staff Present: 
Sue Taaffe, Senior Management Assistant  
Cathy Hollow, City Traffic Engineer 
Morgan Kennedy, Neighborhood Services Specialist 
Trevor Malzewski, Intern 
Cory Steele, Senior Civil Engineer 
Chase Walman, Principal Planner 
Shelly Seyler, Deputy Transportation & Sustainability Director 
Kara DeArrastia, City Clerk 

Eric Iwersen, Transportation & Sustainability Director 
Sam Stevenson, Transit Manager 
Emily DelRoss, Transportation Planner 
Kip Carroll, Transportation Maintenance Manager 
Brianne Fisher, Sustainability and Resilience Supervisor 
Abel Gunn, Transportation Financial Analyst 
Shauna Warner, Neighborhood Program Manager 
Clarence Matherson Jr, Deputy City Attorney 

 
Guests Present:           
John Federico     
    
Commission Chair Dawn Hocking called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 
None 

Minutes 
City of Tempe Meeting of the Transportation Commission 

April 8, 2025 
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Agenda Item 2 – Minutes 
Dawn Hocking introduced the minutes of the March 11, 2025 meeting of the Transportation Commission and asked 
for a motion for approval. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Hassan Al Saad 
Second: Commissioner David Sokolowski 
 
Decision: Approved by Commissioners 
David Sokolowski 
Stevie Milne 
Dawn Hocking 
Amanda Nelson 
Hassan Al Saad       

  Robert Miller 
  Ginny Sylvester 
  Claire Lauer 
  Mark Richwine  
  Kendra Flory 

Agenda Item 3 – Board and Commission Roles and Responsibilities 
Kara DeArrastia provided information about the roles and responsibilities of commissioners. Topics included: 

• Overview 

• Application review 

• Administrative responsibilities 

• Advisory role 

• Public involvement 

• Staff liaison role 

• Chair responsibility 

• Meeting participation 

• Commissioner conduct  

• Resources 
 
Discussion included application review, ability for all commissioners to speak, city code, transparency, making 
recommendations and length of meeting. 
 
Agenda Item 4 – Bike Hero Award 
Commissioners were provided with the list of Bike Hero nominations for 2025. 

 
Discussion included the contributions from Steven Gerner and Hazel Hurlbut.  
 
A motion was made to select Steven Gerner as the 2025 Bike Hero. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Kelsey Files 
Second: Commissioner Kendra Flory 
 
Decision: Approved by Commissioners 
David Sokolowski 
Stevie Milne 
Dawn Hocking 
Amanda Nelson 
Hassan Al Saad 
Kelsey Files 
Anthony Strait       

  Robert Miller 
  Ginny Sylvester 
  Claire Lauer 
  Mark Richwine  
  Kendra Flory 
  Roy Peterson 
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Agenda Item 5 – McKellips (Scottsdale to College) Streetscape 
Cory Steele provided an update on the McKellips Road from Scottsdale to College Streetscape Project. Topics 
included: 

• Background  

• Character of road 

• Staff evaluation 

• Nearby projects 

• Proposed changes 

• Public meeting 
 

Discussion included buffered vs. barriered bike lanes, Orbit Earth and speed limits.   
 
Agenda Item 6 – Indian Bend Wash Multi-use Path Project 
Brianne Fisher provided an update on the Indian Bend Wash Multi-use Path Project. Topics included: 

• Background  

• Character of the area 

• Water regulations 

• Approach 

• Scope 

• Timeline 
 

Discussion included public art, regulations and food forest. 
 
Agenda Item 7 – Department & Regional Transportation Updates 
Eric Iwersen informed the Commission that the Open Streets event will be held Sunday, April 13 from 10 to 3 on Mill 
Avenue in downtown Tempe.  
 
Agenda Item 8 – Future Agenda Items 
Commissioners requested the following agenda items be added to a future meeting: 

1. Complete Streets 
2. Performance Measures 
3. Special event traffic control 
4. Transit Fund Status and Federal Grants 
5. Projects affecting the right of way/timing of street construction projects 
6. Parklets 

 
The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the Commission or staff: 

• May 13  
o Western Canal MUP 
o 5th and Mill Crosswalk Update  
o Bike/Ped/Parklet/Scooter Update 

• June 10  
o Speed Limits 
o Tour of Traffic Management Center 

• July 8   - Cancel for summer break 

• August 12  
o College Avenue Traffic Safety  
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o Communication/Outreach 

• September 9  
o PD / Transit Annual Report  

• October 14 

• November 4 (November 11 is a city holiday) 

• December 9 
o Commission Business 

• TBD: Prop 479  

• TBD: TMA/TDM, Personal Delivery Devices  

• TBD: Baseline Road - Bala to Darrow  

• TBD: Transportation Plan 

• Late 2025/Early 2026: Transit Prioritization Strategies 
 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 13, 2025. The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 a.m. 
 
Prepared by: Sue Taaffe 
Reviewed by: Shelly Seyler 



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Tempe Transportation Commission 

  
FROM: Chase Walman, Principal Planner 

Alex Phillips, Transportation Planner 
Mitchell Willard, Transportation Planner 

 
DATE: 

 
May 13, 2025 

 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Bike/Ped, SATVs and Parklets 

     

PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this memo is to provide an update to the Commission on current Bike/Ped 
Projects, the policy on Parklets, and the Shared Active Transportation Vehicle (SATV) License 
Program. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
Information only 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Bike/Ped Projects 
The below projects represent the City’s currently active Bike/Ped projects that are in various 
stages of design or construction. 
 
 Preliminary Design/Long-Range Plans:  

Western Canal Improvements Preliminary Design (48th – I-10) 
Tempe Transportation Plan 
 
Final Design: 
Grand Canal Connection Project 
Indian Bend Wash Path (McKellips to Curry) 
Miller Road (McKellips to Curry) 
Hardy Drive (Baseline to Guadalupe) 
McKellips (Scottsdale to College) 
 
Pre-Construction: 
Kyrene/Roosevelt/Farmer Bike & Ped Project 
8th Street Streetscape 
Scottsdale Road Bike Lane Project (Curry to Continental) 
Kyrene Canal/Warner + Western Canal/Guadalupe Ped Signals 
 
Construction: 
Country Club Way Bike & Ped Improvement Project (US60 to Warner) 
Smith Road Bike Lanes (Apache to Rio Salado) 

 
Parklets 
The Tempe Adaptive Street Implementation Design Guide defines Parklets as: sidewalk-level 
platforms, typically the size of one or two parking spots, that convert curbside parking, traffic 
triangles, repurposed travel lanes, or public parking lots into usable public space. While not a 

 



 
 
priority in the Tempe Tomorrow: General Plan 2050 nor in the Tempe Transportation Master 
Plan, the Adaptive Street Implementation Design Guide provides design considerations and 
criteria for parties interested in making temporary changes to the ROW that are responsive to 
community needs. Residents, businesses, schools, neighborhood and business associations, 
and non-profits may submit a proposal for a parklet as part of an Adaptive Streets application. A 
Parklet application under Adaptive Streets implementation will receive staff support to receive 
an Encroachment Permit (needed for parklets either on the curb or a parking space), and 
approval from City’s Traffic Engineering team—additionally, staff will help inform applicants how 
to contact any required managing authorities or property owners for the permit. 
 
SATV License Program 
Tempe’s Shared Active Transportation (SATV) program was born from the necessity to 
organize/regulate dockless e-bikes and scooters following the influx of various entities staging 
unlicensed devices within the City’s Right-of-Way. The Program was initialized by Resolution 
2019.02 which outlined compliance measures regarding device operations, safety, 
parking/staging, and data sharing as well as amending the City Code to establish Annual fees 
and ROW fees. Despite various challenges, the Program integrates feedback from City Staff 
and community partnerships, including BlueSystems, implementing data-based solutions that 
ensure greater compliance with the SATV license. Since 2019, the City has hosted 8 unique 
vendors that have documented hundreds of thousands of user miles, removing barriers to the 
last-mile and providing an effective and affordable mobility option for Tempe residents and 
visitors alike. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
PowerPoint 













Bike/Ped - Construction

• Country Club Way US60 - Warner
• Anticipated Construction Completion: Late 2026*

• *substantial completion reached, awaiting replacement 
light fixtures for existing path lights with manufacturer 
defect

• Smith Road Bike Lanes (Apache to Rio 
Salado)
• Rio Salado to University: Complete

• University to Apache: Anticipated Construction 
Completion Late Summer 2025.

• --



Parklets



What are Parklets?

“Parklets are sidewalk-level 

platforms, typically the size of 

one or two parking spots, that 

convert curbside parking, 

traffic triangles, repurposed 

travel lanes, or public 

parking lots into usable 

public space.” 

– Adaptive Streets 

Implementation Design Guide, 

2022 
On the curb or Occupying a parking space



Parklets | Adaptive Streets Implementation
 Design Guide



Parklets | Adaptive Streets Implementation 
Design Guide

ADAPTIVE STREETS STRATEGY CRITERIA:

ADAPTIVE STREETS ARE NOT…

Permanent 
changes to 
the street

Reduces safety 
and accessibility

Replacements for 
established city 

programs/processes

Temporary & 
can be quickly 
implemented

New features 
that change how 

ROW is used

Location-specific 
& in response to 
community need



Who Can Build A Parklet?

PERMITTING REQUIRES ADDITIONAL 

INVOLVEMENT :

❑ Consent: Adjacent property owner

❑ Review from Traffic Engineering

❑ Agreement with any managing 

authorities (metered parking)*



Where can Parklets be placed?

❑ Streets with on-street parking or a wide curb space

❑ Streets primarily for commercial/business use or low-speed 

residential streets (speeds less than 40 mph)

❑ Parklets cannot obstruct pedestrian, bike, or vehicle 

traffic; must maintain existing ADA compatibility measures

❑ Parklets must not interfere with traffic control features 

(signs, hydrants, manholes, solid waste operations)



Parklets

Philadelphia, PA Cul-de-sac Corporate Office, Tempe, AZ 



SATV Program



Shared Active Transportation Vehicle (SATV) Program

• Establishes formal process and regulations for 
micromobility operators within the public Right-of-
Way (ROW) and associated fees 

• Need for guidance following influx of dockless bikes 
& scooters into region 2017/2018

• Provides an affordable mobility option that also 
addresses last-mile challenges 

16



SATV Program Timeline

17

8 unique vendors have operated in Tempe since 2019
*2 remain operational in 2025

Downtown Corral zone established 

following stakeholder input

2019

City Council launches 

SATV program & amends City Code 

(R.2019.02)

1. Control of SATV program transferred to 

Transportation Division

2. Downtown Corral Zone expanded to 

current boundaries
3. Tempe partners with Blue Systems 

2020 2021 2022 2024Pre-
2019

1. Early regulatory 

changes concurrent 

with e-bike rollout 

(O.2017.05)

2. Geo-fence 

established around 

ASU campus 

2023

Bird* Spin
Lime* Zapp
Razor Wheels Labs
Boaz Gotcha



SATV Program License

• Resolution (R2019.02) established the SATV Right-
of-Way License, Terms and Conditions, and Annual 
Fees

• Amended City Code – Sections 29-19 & Appendix A

• Outlines compliance measures for operations, safety,
parking/staging (including rebalancing expectations), 
and data sharing

• Partners also ensure compliance is met:
• ASU

• Downtown Tempe Authority

• Blue Systems Mobility Manager 

• Data Sharing enables real-time SATV fleet tracking 
for analysis and pattern recognition 

18



Downtown Corral Zone

• In 2023, the Downtown 
Corral Zone was 
established with 43 
corrals

• Operators can only stage 
within marked corrals

• In 2024, the Downtown 
Corral Zone expanded 
to 83 corrals and its 
present-day boundaries 

• Operators shall geo-
fence the Corral zone 
and incentivize users to 
park in designated 
areas

19

2023 – Initial Corral Zone 2024 – Expanded Corral Zone



Challenges + Expectations

20

Bad Examples Good Examples 
• More than 10 devices per Corral
• More than 4 devices staged per Operator
• Obstructing sidewalk or ADA ramps
• Creates safety hazard or nuisance 

• If in Downtown Corral Zone, parked or staged in a designated corral
• No more than 10 devices per Corral & 4 staged devices per Operator
• Maintains pathway clearance 
• Restaged every 24 hours



Future of SATV Program

• Numerous aspects of SATV program under evaluation include:
• New operators

• Total fleet size

• Fleet size per Operator

• Corral locations 

• Corral sizes

• Corral frequency

• Special Zones

• Compliance audit procedures 

• Amendments to program license

21

2024 Totals



22

QUESTIONS?

Contact:

Transportation Plan/ Long-Range Planning: Lindsay Post, Lindsay_Post@tempe.gov

SATVs/ BIKEiT: Mitchell Willard, Mitchell_Willard@tempe.gov

Parklets/20-Minute City: Alex Phillips, Alex_Phillips@tempe.gov

Capital Projects / All Other Planning Items: Chase Walman, Chase_Walman@tempe.gov

 

mailto:Lindsay_Post@tempe.gov
mailto:Mitchell_Willard@tempe.gov
mailto:Alex_Phillips@tempe.gov
mailto:chase_Walman@tempe.gov


MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Tempe Transportation Commission 

  
FROM: Lindsay Post, Senior Transportation Planner 
 
DATE: 

 
May 13, 2025 

 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Western Canal Improvements Preliminary Design Project 

     

PURPOSE: 
To provide the Commission with an overview of the Western Canal Improvements Preliminary Design 
Project. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
For information only. 
 
CITY COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITY 
3.26 – 20 Minute City 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The Transportation and Sustainability Department applied for and was awarded a MAG Design 
Assistance grant for the Western Canal Bike and Pedestrian Improvements project. This project will 
design the last portion of the Western Canal bike and pedestrian improvements in Tempe. This 
segment of the Western Canal path is just over a half-mile (2,792 feet) long and approximately 18 feet 
wide. It is unpaved and abuts the unpaved alley for the adjoining neighbors. The multi-use path will 
connect to ADOT's pedestrian bridge currently under construction as part of the I-10 Broadway Curve 
project. Bike and Pedestrian improvements may include a 10' multi-use path, lighting, wayfinding and 
landscaping where feasible.  
 
This project will interline with Phoenix's Phase 2 of their Western Canalscape improvements. These 
improvements will become part of Tempe's greater canal path system and will allow users to connect to 
a variety of local and regional active transportation facilities. This project will close a major gap in our 
Western Canal multi-use path and will allow users to travel the full width of our city, from our eastern 
border with Mesa to our western border with Phoenix without ever having to leave the Western Canal 
path. 
 
Stakeholders: 

• Tempe Residents 

• Community Groups 

• Visitors and Commuters   
 
Departments: All City Departments  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
$92,000 MAG Design Assistance Grant 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
PowerPoint Presentation 



Western Canal Improvements
Preliminary Design

Tempe Transportation Commission

May 13, 2025



Preliminary Design

• The City of Tempe was awarded a Design Assistance (DA) 
Grant from MAG to explore this final segment of the 
Western Canal 

• This design will connect to ADOT’s pedestrian bridge over 
I-10 near Arizona Mills Mall

• The City of Phoenix is completing Preliminary Design for 
their portion of the Western Canal path



Western Canal Today

• Western Canal was identified as 
a key corridor for improvements, 
emphasizing its role as a low-
stress connector for pedestrians 
and bicyclists

• 2010 Western Canal MUP from 
Price Road to Arizona Mills Mall 
at Priest Drive

• An additional ½ mile extension 
completed in 2020



Study Area

• Tempe’s Knoell Gardens 
Neighborhood near South 
Mountain

• Approx. ½ mile of canal path

• Wendler Drive to 48th Street at 
Tempe’s border with Phoenix

• South of canal



Corridor Characteristics

• 16’ Solid Waste Alley

• 14’ unpaved canal frontage

• Access to canal at 48th Street, Wendler Drive, and via alleys

• Gate access from adjacent properties



Wendler Drive Improvements



Wendler Drive Improvements



Potential Design Elements



Project Schedule

The completion of the Western Canal MUP Design Assistance is anticipated to be completed by January 2026. The project
includes a multi-phase process that includes two-rounds of community engagement.



Contact Us

Lindsay Post – Project Manager, Lindsay_Post@tempe.gov

Alex Phillips – Transportation Planner, Alex_Phillips@tempe.gov



MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Shelly Seyler, Deputy Transportation & Sustainability Director 

DATE:  May 13, 2025 

SUBJECT: Future Agenda Items 

ITEM #:   6 

PURPOSE:  
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
This item is for information only. 
 

• June 10  
1. Performance Measures 
2. Communication and Outreach  
3. Complete Streets Policy  

• July 8  

• August 12  
1. College Avenue Traffic Safety  
2. Transit Fund Status and Federal Grants  
3. Speed Limits  

• September 9  
1. Special Event Traffic Planning/Traffic Control  
2. Projects Affecting ROW/timing of construction projects  
3. 5th and Mill Crosswalk Update  

• October 14  

• November 4  

• December 9  
1. Commission Business 

• January 13 
1. Commission Business 

• February 10   
1. Prop 479  

• TBD: TMA/TDM, Personal Delivery Devices  

• TBD: Baseline Road - Bala to Darrow  

• TBD: Transportation Plan  

• Late 2025/Early 2026: Transit Prioritization Strategies 
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