
 

I. Background  
 
The City of Tempe, in partnership with Maricopa County Flood Control, is upgrading the existing 
Indian Bend Wash multi-use pathway between McKellips and Curry Roads. The current path 
connects the Rio Salado multi-use path and Tempe Town Lake to the City of Scottsdale. The 
design will consider access, connectivity, safety, landscaping, and other upgrades consistent 
with the city's shared-use path standards. 
 
This project will take into account the opportunity to take advantage of the urban open space, 
while respecting the function of the wash as a flood mitigation measure regulated by the 
Maricopa County Flood Control District.  
 
Two public meetings were held in March 2025 for the Indian Bend Wash Multi-Use Path 
Revitalization Project: 

• March 22 from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at the Indian Bend Wash multi-use path parking lot 
and along the path at 1325 E. Curry Road, Tempe, 85288 with 31 attendees that signed 
in. 

• March 26 from noon to 1 p.m. on Zoom with 23 attendees. The recorded video online 
has had 27 views and can be found here. 

 
Additionally, a survey was available online at tempe.gov/indianbendwash from March 22 – April 
7, 2025 to gather feedback on potential improvements. This survey received a total of 149 
visitors and 95 responses. 

 
II. Outreach  
 
Several methods were used to provide information to the community regarding the project, 
meetings and opportunities for input. 
 
Direct Mailer 

A direct mailer was sent to residents within the project area. The boundaries were Mckellips 
Road to the north, McClintock Drive to the east, Rio Salado Parkway to the south and College 
Avenue to the west. The direct mailer included a brief overview of the project and details on how 
to attend the public meetings and provide comments. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLSWCezdgqw
https://www.tempe.gov/government/transportation-and-sustainability/transportation/bicycle-pedestrian/indian-bend-wash-mckellips-to-curry-multi-use-path


 

 
Emails 
A notification email was sent to neighborhood contacts and relevant Boards and Commissions 
inviting them to attend the meeting or to comment online. 
 
Yard Signs 
 
Yard signs with project information were placed on the Indian Bend Wash Path 
 
Social Media and Eblasts 
 

 

 
3/14 - Your feedback is an important part of this process!  

• Total Engagements 39 
Reactions 7 I Comments 2 I Shares 0 I Post Link Clicks N/A I Other Post 
Clicks 30  
 
3/21 - Have thoughts on improving the Indian Bend Wash multi-use path?  

• Total Engagements 309 
Reactions 28 I Comments 7 I Shares 4 I Post Link Clicks 15 I Other Post 
Clicks 255 
 
3/25 - Provide Your Feedback on Indian Bend Wash Revitalization!  

• Total Engagements 15 
Reactions 2 I Comments 1 I Shares 0 I Post Link Clicks N/A I Other Post 
Clicks 12 
 
4/2 - Survey Closing Soon!  

• Total Engagements 71 
Reactions 16 I Comments 6 I Shares 4 I Post Link Clicks 3 I Other Post Clicks 
42 
 

                
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3/15 - Your feedback is an important part of this process!  

• Total Engagements 9 
Likes 3 I @Replies 0 I Reposts 2 I Post Link Clicks 0 I Other Post Clicks 3 I 
Other Engagements 0 
 
3/21 - Have thoughts on improving the Indian Bend Wash multi-use path?  

• Total Engagements 7 
Likes 1 I @Replies 0 I Reposts 0 I Post Link Clicks 1 I Other Post Clicks 5 I 
Other Engagements 0  
 
3/25 - Provide Your Feedback on Indian Bend Wash Revitalization!   

• Total Engagements 6 
Likes 0 I @Replies 0 I Reposts 0 I Post Link Clicks N/A I Other Post Clicks 6 I 
Other Engagements 0  
 
4/2 - Survey Closing Soon!    

• Total Engagements 8 
Likes 2 I @Replies 0 I Reposts 1 I Post Link Clicks N/A I Other Post Clicks 6 I 
Other Engagements 0 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1071515828339192&set=a.227644712726312
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1077283121095796&set=a.227644712726312
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1081845677306207&set=a.227644712726312
https://www.facebook.com/Cityoftempe/posts/pfbid0Cs2LNpzjsCXRJF1efdDE53FRVsAkEJqha7vLseEMTqrNSLQWAfRe9cDaMFZLuyGQl
https://x.com/Tempegov/status/1900617197006791033
https://x.com/Tempegov/status/1903108612421022188
https://x.com/Tempegov/status/1904536521023046056
https://x.com/Tempegov/status/1907590707738472762


   

 

 
3/14 - Your feedback is an important part of this process!  

• Total Engagements 37 
Likes 31 I Comments 3 I Shares 3 I Saves 0 
 
3/21 - Have thoughts on improving the Indian Bend Wash multi-use path?  

• Total Engagements 296 
Likes 172 I Comments 15 I Shares 96 I Saves 13 
 
3/25 - Provide Your Feedback on Indian Bend Wash Revitalization!  

• Total Engagements 17 
Likes 15 I Comments 0 I Shares 2 I Saves 0 
 
4/2 - Survey Closing Soon!   

• Total Engagements 43 
Likes 39 I Comments 1 I Shares 2 I Saves 1 
 

 

 
 
 

 
3/21 - Have thoughts on improving the Indian Bend Wash multi-use 
path?   

• Total Engagements 136 
Reactions 21 I Comments 3 I Shares 1 I Post Link Clicks 111 I Other Post 
Clicks N/A 
 
4/2 - Survey Closing Soon!    

• Total Engagements 135 
Reactions 28 I Comments 1 I Shares 5 I Post Link Clicks 101 I Other Post 
Clicks N/A 
 

 

 
 
 

 
3/14 - Your feedback is an important part of this process!   
Regular post 
3,519 Impressions 
 
4/2 - Survey Closing Soon!   
Regular post 

• 394 Impressions 
 

 
 
 
       
 

     

Email Name 
Email 
Date 

Emails 
sent 

Total 
opens 

Total 
clicks 

 
Indian Bend Wash Multi-Use 
Path Revitalization  3/13/2025  3,735 1,328 160 
 
Indian Bend Wash Multi-Use 
Path Revitalization - 
Reminder032125  3/21/2025  3,736 1,151 133 
 
Indian Bend Wash Multi-Use 
Path Revitalization - Virtual 
Reminder032525 3/25/2025  3,742 1,138 84 
 
Indian Bend Wash multi-use 
path revitalization survey 
reminder 4/2/2025  3,731 1,282 189 
     

 

  

https://www.instagram.com/p/DHMINqGphQH/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DHdwmKzuMQL/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DHoHN9KyntF/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DH9u0GAMe2V/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7308874286415392769
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:share:7308874286415392769
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7313356333624279041
https://nextdoor.com/p/ThdmH4tM45T6?utm_source=share&extras=MTA4MjIwNzUz&ne_link_preview_links=&utm_campaign=1744757673574&share_action_id=8e862af0-2958-4db6-8d63-73d50bac1cbe
https://nextdoor.com/p/Cg2S6qmbHx9T?utm_source=share&extras=MTA4MjIwNzUz&ne_link_preview_links=&utm_campaign=1744757544260&share_action_id=a8116710-7c83-4ea1-878d-8b10220ae2e1
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-meeting031325
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-meeting031325
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-meeting032125
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-meeting032125
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-meeting032125
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-virtual-meeting032525
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-virtual-meeting032525
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-virtual-meeting032525
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-multi-use-path-revitalization-survey2025
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-multi-use-path-revitalization-survey2025
https://mailchi.mp/tempe/indian-bend-wash-multi-use-path-revitalization-survey2025


 

 
Project Webpage 
The project webpage was updated continuously and included information about the project, the 
date and access information for the public meeting and online comment information. The page 
from March 3 – April 7, 2025 had 609 total pageviews. 
 

Survey  
 
A survey was available online at tempe.gov/Forum from March 22- April 7, 2025 to gather 
feedback on desired path improvements. This survey received a total of 95 responses. 40 
respondents provided an address in Tempe. 
 

                       

https://www.tempe.gov/orbit
https://communityfeedback.opengov.com/portals/tempeaz/Issue_14346


 

1. How do you use the Indian Bend Wash multi-use path? Please select all that apply.   

 
Total responses: 146 
 

2. How frequently do you use the Indian Bend Wash multi-use path? Please select one 
option.  

  
 
Total respones: 95 
 

3. What is your proximity to the Indian bend Wash multi-use path? Please select one 
option.  

 
Total responses: 95 
 
 

4

4

10

13

51

64

Other

Walking to work/school/home

I do not use the path

Biking to work/school/home

Walking for leisure

Biking for leisure

33%

11.5%

11.5%

34%

10.0%

Other (31)

5 + times per week (11)

3-5 times per week (11)

1-2 times per week (32)

Never (10)

5%

56%

14%

10%

15%

I do not live in Tempe (5)

More than 1 mile, but still in Tempe (53)

1/2 mile to 1 mile (13)

1/4 mile - 1/2 mile (10)

1/4 mile or less (14)



 

4. How do you feel about the physical condition of the path? For Example, is it free of 
potholes, is the striping maintained etc.? 

 

 
Total responses: 94 

 
5. How do you feel about the current lighting of the path? Please select one option. 

 
Total responses: 94 

 
6. Is there anything specific you want to see regarding lighting on the path?  
 

1. The path is very desolate and attracts people that are not looking to use it for 

transportation and recreation. Making the path nicer more open, possibly with related 

businesses and services and adding cameras for the RTOC along with strict 

enforcement would be great. 

2. More lighting for safety at night 

3. It needs to be brighter. It can be very sketchy at night specially with so many homeless 

people in that area.  

4. Need brighter lighting especially approaching north and under 202 

5. Better lighting and removal of the fence more greenery, widen path,  

6. Low level ped/bike lights. 

7. If not already there, I would love to see more of the always on lights with sensors that 

trigger them to become brighter when someone passes through.  

8. I live adjacent to the path in River Run. I don't go on the path at night, it seems less safe 

than the neighborhood on the west of Miller. I stay in neighborhoods after dark. But it 

isn't not just the lighting I guess, it's also not being sure if some troubled individuals are 

6%

10%

19%

29%

36%

I am very dissatisfied with the current path
(6)

I am very satisfied with the current path (9)

I am dissatisfied with the current path (18)

I am satisfied with the current path (27)

Neutral (34)

19%

36%

45%

Current lighting is sufficient (18)

Not sure (34)

Current lighting is not sufficient (42)



 

out there on the path. So I might be concerned even if the lighting was brighter. I also 

hear/see illegal gas motorized bikes on the path (not electric bikes). I would be 

concerned of being hit at night if they are traveling faster than they can see someone in 

front of them. The problem with lighting on the path, and in the under passes, is people 

vandalizing them and stealing wires. 

9. Have more of a shoulder and prettier things to look at 

10. I typically use it during the day, so can’t offer any suggestions  

11. Some lights are out along this path. 

12. Bright enough to create safe conditions for users, but in accordance with Dark Sky 

principles. Use solar lighting where feasible. 

13. I'd like to see the path lit with Black Sky down lites so riders can see if there is debris or 

obstacles in the way. Also when you come out of the brightly lit underpass at Curry Rd. 

there should be a dim lite to aid the eyes transition to the darkness.  

14. return to golf course. the council screwed up again. 

15. I believe solar lights where all the wiring is at the top and would be inaccessible to 

thieves would be a good move. 

16. I believe that lighting should be included for safety purposes, like south bank of Salt 

River.  I know there is a capital and O&M cost.  Not sure if lighting is existing or not.   

17. It is sad to see the vandalism of the copper wiring. Any design should take that into 

account. 

18. More education about the hydrography in the area 

19. New solar lights to replace old lights 

20. No 

21. Just make sure all areas are lit well enough to safely ride a bike at night.   

22. Switch to solar so you don't have homeless wrecking the wires.  

23. More trash cans would be nice  

24. Don't use our tax dollars... What percentage of the tempe residents uses.. I'll bet less 

than one percent 

25. places to sit, water fountains with cold water, and trees or other shading vegetation 

along the path would be welcome improvements 

26. No 

27. The running and bike paths West of the falls becomes completely dark and that's where I 

typically turn around and stay on the Scottsdale side. 

28. Brighter light  

29. More lighting that is brighter at night  

30. I don't ride at night so I don't have too much to contribute, but enough light to see things 

you might run over on the path while bike riding. 

31. I don't use it at night 

32. City has a problem with vagrant people stealing cable that illuminate the Crosscut Canal 

path.  It was just repaired and then someone stole the new cable.  The design for the 

Indian Bend Wash should make it very difficult / impossible to steal.  Get rid of the 

access points / pull boxes that allow them to access the wire and steal the cable. 

33. Minimal meaning not adding to light pollution  

34. Often lighting in the Tempe section of the path networks is not turned on. It is almost 

always on in Scottsdale and Mesa. Path lighting is almost sufficient to ride a bike, but 

would be terrifying to a single female pedestrian. 

35. Lighting could be better 
36. How can we create safe localized access and through put from neighboring communities 

while the infrastructure is below grade and address light and environmental pollution? 



 

37. Lights are constantly being stripped, we need to install reliable lighting to make this path 
safe.  

38. Renovate lighting fixtures 
39. Make it better  
40. I think that if you actually want to utilize the space in a way that people will actually use 

and benefit from, it should be turned back into a golf course, with night golf capability. 
41. More lights 
42. Brighter lights and better maintenance of lights that have burned out. 
43. Even in the daylight, I don't think it has a safe feel to it. It disheveled and slopy. Light 

alone will not cure this. Lights should be on bike path as well as foot paths. 
44. Make it good 
45. Corners, places away from main playground/recreational areas could use more light for 

safety.  
46. Lots of lighting please. Even with adequate lighting, I'd feel nervous walking alone there 

at night. other safety features are needed. 
 
7. Do you feel it is easy to connect to other existing paths from Indian Bend Wash 

multi-use path to reach your destination?  

 
 
Total responses: 95 
 

8. What suggestions do you have to improve connectivity?  
 
Yes responses:  

1. Complete the McClintock bridge over the lake and ensure all crossings are an under 

overpass so people do not need to deal with vehicle traffic. 

2. NA 

3. need connection to mcclintioc 

4. Realign underpass with mainline at Curry. 

5. I really enjoy the underground connections between the green paths.  

6. The Curry underpass should be widened as it is very narrow. 

7. Currently, only path located on the west side or the study area.  Consider improving path 

on the east side of the study area to connect to Scottsdale Green Belt.   

8. More wayfinding signage and mile markers on the path 

9. Widening the path with compacted granite and adding tree cover and other native plants 

would be appreciated  

10. Contina to improve access at traffic lights and also add better signage to said 

connections  

11. Connecting Weber across would be nice. 

17%

22%

61%

Not sure (16)

No (21)

Yes (58)



 

12. The path goes down into the wash area so when it is flooded, it makes it hard to connect 

to the path. If we could have an alternate path that doesn’t flood, that would be great! 

Maybe a bridge over the roadway? 

13. North side of Tempe Town lake is hard to get around  

14. A more direct link to the Cross Cut Canal Bike Path, than going to the lake. 

15. Will the bikeway remain in the outer edge of the Indian Bend Wash?  Could make the 

route more interesting and inviting if the alignment weaves in and out a bit. 

16. Signage at tempe town lake  

17. Looking forward to the connection bridge East of Scottsdale road.  

18. Make a new connection to south side of Tempe Town Lake via Upstream Dam Bridhe 

19. Path sometimes floods beneath Mckellips road, so some more flood control there would 

be nice.  

20. The path floods under mckellips when it rains and you can’t cross under the bridge. 

21. Looking forward to the east bridge over Tempe Town Lake 

 
No responses:  

1. Complete the second bridge over the lake.  

2. Paths East-west across the wash; signage 

3. Take down the fencing, provide more foot and bike paths through the wash. Have 

connections on the east side of the wash to Weber and Larkspur. 

4. There should be safe transitions to all arterial and collector cross streets. All arterial 

connections should be undercrossings. Connections, especial arterial, should be to safe 

facilities. 

5. stop giving away tax dollars. 

6. It's useless. 

7. I'd love to see more pedestrian bridges. 

8. Connecting paths usually involves either long sections of road or backtracking long 

distances. I have to ride on Curry, to join the greenbelt to the Rio Salado path, which is 

unsafe most times of the day. I also have to ride on Oak to get to the Cross Cut, and the 

Oak and Scottsdale Road crossing is dangerous, I have been hit really bad there, and 

been nearly hit many other times.  

9. I sometimes jog the paths with a running group and I've ridden my bike a couple of 

times. My biggest gripe is that the paths are not well-marked. There are little to no 

landmarks to be able to tell exactly where you are without a GPS or familiarity with the 

area/paths. There are points throughout all of the multi-use paths where sidewalks will 

extend in multiple directions and no signage/map telling you the name of the paths, or 

what/where they lead to. Some lead to dead ends! It's easy to get mixed up on them. For 

connectivity, complete the paths and use clear signage and markings throughout so that 

people can navigate more easily. It would also be nice if the Tempe Orbit Earth bus 

stops right off curry rd near the path (#17526 and #17527) were actually designed with 

human beings in mind. As of right now, there is nowhere to sit or wait in the shade for 

bus riders, such as myself. 

10. Build a bridge over the petrie dish at this location to enable connectivity with greater 

pathways with elevated infrastructure providing more safety and accessibility. 

11. Return the space to a golf course  

12. It's hard to connect to the east. It's blocked by fences and really limits access to 

destinations on the east side of the wash between McKellips and Curry. It would be nice 

to connect to Singh meadows and also utilize some more of the existing concrete 



 

pathway/old golf cart path for transportation.  The fence makes it very difficult to navigate 

this area without any openings for a mile.  

13. Permit much more development around wash 

14. Maybe more signage? Some paths just end and you have to cross a steeet to get to the 

next section. It's very confusing.  

15. I'm confused. Aren't we talking about the area that is currently fenced off and has no 

connectivity? I believe there is already a connection tunnel but can't remember what 

state it's in. As long as you can remain on the path without having to cross a street, 

that's great. And tunnels need to be clean, well lit, and unoccupied.  

 
Not sure responses:  

1. Create spaces for people to go off path and socialize. 

2. better signage, especially connecting to the Curry tunnel and at McKellips. 

3. I hear there is a plan to make it easier to go to Tempe Marketplace from the Path. Right 

now riders have to ride the sidewalk on Curry Rd. I look forward to the new route being 

done.Also there is no good way to get from the Path over to ASU. Now riders have to 

cross Town Lake in the sidewalks on the bridge, or they could go a few miles extra to 

TCA and use the bridge there and then double back. Maybe I am missing something 

here. 

4. None 

5. It's okay, but could use a bit of maintenance.  Going south, the Curry tunnel is a bit 

narrow for both bikes and peds at the same time.  I'd like to the see the main water 

tunnel be upgraded like they do in the Scottsdale Greenbelt. 

6. Connectivity for animals too not just humans 

 
9. Do you feel there should be improvements regarding traffic signals and/or designated 

crossings to safely navigate across Mckellips Road to continue on the path?  

 
Total responses: 91 

 
10. What additional thoughts/comments do you have regarding traffic signals or 

crossings?   
 
Yes responses:  

1. yes at mckellips to connect north  especially when tunnel is flooded 

2. Speed limits for e-bikes  

3. Signalization should be "hot" or minimizing wait times for pathway users. 

31%

24%

45%

Not sure (28)

No (22)

Yes (41)



 

4. I think you should have a small parking area on the south side of McKellips like you do at 

Curry. You can't even tell the path goes south of McKellips and the parking lot on the 

north side is difficult to get out of if you want to go east. 

5. Make changes to the road that cause drivers to have to slow down to look and see 

pedestrians 

6. Like the ones used on the canal intersections. 

7. While we can't change how snowbirds drive, you can at least video the crossings so hit 

and runs can at least be resolved by reviewing video of the crossing.  

8. Crossing need some how more awareness to fast drivers not paying attention.  

9. People walking and people on bicycles should be prioritized at path crossings. If wait 

times are decreased, people will wait for the crossing signal.  

10. Have a crosswalk or bridge across McKellips so that the paths still connect even when 

the wash is flooded 

11. Make a cool animal like crossing 

12. I believe there is currently an underpass along the wash near McKellips (not sure if it's 

part of the same path). I'm not a huge fan of underpasses on these types of paths due to 

their separation from the public street. That level of privacy encourages unwanted 

behaviors sometimes. If the plan is to keep the area isolated, use traffic signals or some 

kind of HAWK-like crossing. 

13. Crossings shouldn't be a problem with dedicated infrastructure or separation 

improvements for vehicles and people using bikes walking etc. 

14. There should be a safe way to connect to Miller road bike lane from Mckellips.We should 

add more signs for "no motorized vehicles" 

15. Traffic signal would be good 

 
No responses:  

1. Crossings are separated so it is not an issue. 

2. The underpass at McKellips is sufficient, I do not want traffic to stop for peds/bikes at 

McKellips. 

3. eliminate 

4. The access under McKellips Rd into Scottsdale works great (unless the water is flowing). 

5. Stop spending tax sellers on this... 

6. The underpasses are very useful. 

7. Since the path goes under McKellips Road, improved signals are unnecessary. 

8. If the path isn't flooded then crossing under mckellips is easy. 

9. The path goes under the street a traffic signal isn't useful. 

10. A more direct connection from Curry to the path on the north side should be made. The 

desire line is clearly marked by lots of bicycle tire use over time that make it a more 

direct connection than biking all the way to Miller and then having to come back east to 

the path.  

11. Focus on grade separated crossing 

 
Not sure responses:  

1. All crossing should be separate from vehicle traffic 

2. If it isn't flooded the McKellips underpass is fine. I don't see the need to stop vehicle 

traffic on McKellips road to allow bikes/pedestrians to cross.The path that slopes from 

the north end of the path to the McKellips underpass could maybe be widened, or the 

grade changed, to allow freer movement of pedestrians and bikers to get through the 

transition area. 



 

3. There is an underpass here. 

4. Maybe only when there is flooding in the underpass a pedestrian light could be activated 

for crossing McKellips 

5. I like that the tunnel walls are fluorescent for easier visibility. But please consider adding 

GSI to the small tunnel to prevent flooding. 

6. The tunnel is more or less fine, but a surface crossing that isn't out of the way, would be 

useful with a pedestrian light 

7. Keep the undercrossing at McKellips 

8. I like that most crossings are underground  

9. Mckellips is an underpass, crossing is only necessary when the path is flooded, which is 

some kind of other management issue. 

10. The underpass at McKellips Road needs to have the striping refreshed 

11. I think there's a tunnel, but if there isn't, it's not an adequate crossing if you have to cross 

mckellips. Too much traffic. unsafe for pedestrians. Another stoplight disrupts traffic too 

much.  

 

11. Do you feel safe with the speed of the other users of the path (bikers, motorized 
bikers, scooters, etc.)? 

  
Total responses: 92 

 
12. What thoughts and/or ideas do you have regarding the speed that people travel on 

the path?  
 
Yes responses:  

1. Only class one and three pen assist E bikes should be allowed class 2E bikes and 

scooter should not.  

2. Make the path wider so it's safer for everyone  

3. they are ok 

4. E-bikes are an issue at times. 

5. This is a bike highway. We should be encouraging bikes here, up to 25mph. Where 

there are problems with passing, the path should be widened to 15 ft or there should be 

separate paths for different speeds. 

6. Traffic calming for ebikes needed 

7. It's good as is 

8. The bicycle and scooter traffic can be disconcertingly fast at times, that is why widening 

the path would be helpful 

9. For electric bikes to just slow down when passing walkers 

14%

35%

51%

Not sure (13)

No (32)

Yes (47)



 

10. I don't have any issues with how fast people go. Of the paths are busy, nobody can go 

fast, which is fine by me.  

11. The only problems I've had are with E-bikes. 

12. Respect eachothers walking or riding bikes 

13. Should be 20mph or less 

14. Center lane markings are helpful. Encouraging a friendly “on your left” in the bicycle 

culture would be helpful 

15. Any chance of having pedestrians / joggers have a DG shoulder adjacent to the 

pathway. 

16. Speed ok but very crowded in spots.  

17. I feel some riders/scooters are going to fast, but it is more that the path is very narrow for 

the amount of traffic use.  Perhaps have some designated bike only or pedestrian only to 

give each group a better experience 

18. No concerns. 

19. For the most part people are respectful, there are a few that zip past too fast. 

 
No responses:  

1. Wider areas for bike and peds. Pedestrians and dog walkers need to pay attention! 

2. Widening the path 

3. Make it safe and reasonable. 

4. Wider path 

5. In its current form, the path is very narrow and doesn't allow for safe passing especially 

with other users on the path.  

6. Put some kind of enforcement to monitor behaviors. Illegal users and dog leash 

violators. 

7. In the narrow confines of the path, when the ground next to path is very sloped and/or 

along the fence so I can't walk off the path, fast bikes definitely are a concern, especially 

when walking with a dog or with another person, because we are walking 2 across, not 

single file.Maybe add an adjacent walking path, where space allows, so pedestrians and 

dogs can separate from the pavement which has faster moving bikes and runners. Sort 

of a slow lane. 

8. There are a lot of people with E bikes and those motorized skateboards that go really 

fast and don't tell you that they're passing so more education on those rules would be 

good 

9. There should be some sort of limit on speed for any multi use path, motorized devices 

should be prohibited. Class 1 or 2 e-bikes are fine, but class 3 with full throttle, or 

anything with a motor, or traveling over 20 mph should be restricted.  

10. Motorized bikes going over 20 mph should not be allowed on the paths. 

11. I would like to see separate paths for pedestrians and bikes especially when there are 

hilly spots, you don't know who is speeding over the ridge. 

12. no bikes allowed. 

13. Most cyclists are very considerate but there are those who have the electric bikes that 

shoot down the path at excessive speeds. 

14. I think there should be more restrictions on the speed of e-bikes and also totally ban 

motorized only vehicles.  I've been seeing lots of gas powered mini motorcycles lately.  

They shouldn't be allowed on the trail. This should be enforced by law enforcement.  

Tickets and even stiffer penalties for more egregious violations.  Also, homeless people 

should not be allowed to live on or near the trails.   



 

15. Impossible to control. Example you have no cotrol of bike lains, sidewalk padestrians ev 

schooters now. What makes you think you can do better with all trees etc. End of story. 

16. Motorized bikes and electric scooters are dangerous on a path like this 

17. Enforce the rules regarding motorized vehicles 

18. 99% of ALL bikers, motorized bikers, scooters, etc do NOT EVER WARN when they are 

passing my dog and I from behind.My dog is trained at the Advanced Obedience Level 

and is always on leash but he could still be hit by a bike, scooter, etc since they often 

pass right next to us going very fast and giving NO warning.  That makes me fearful and 

sometimes makes me feel like I shouldn't walk on the path any longer.   I just don't 

understand why bikers, etc can't say "passing on your left" as they are approaching us 

from behind.    With such warning, I can check to be SURE my dog and I are close 

enough to the side of the path for safety.  When the occasional  bikers do say "passing 

on your left" to warn me, I yell back "Thanks for telling me, you are an A + bike rider".  

Makes the riders laugh.   

19. no motorized vehicles  

20. Some of the ebikes are not bikes. More like battery operated motorcycles. More than 

once, I have been nearly hit by kids, flying down the path at a high speed, (30 - 40 mph) 

wearing full face helmets. Signs say no motorized vehicles but these new battery bikes 

and motorcycles are going to get somebody seriously hur or even killed. 

21. It's an evolving situation with technology driving new challenges relative to speed of 

travel. 

22. Regular pedal bikes as fine, although we should reinforce trail etiquette and saying "on 

your left" when passing. The big issue on this path is that is it used by motorcycles, 

quads and. mopeds that endanger other users. These vehicles also disturb the peace of 

the neighborhood and residents of River Run community have called Tempe PD 

countless times to make this stop. We need to find a way to prevent gas powered 

vehicles to use Indian Bend path. It is unsafe and just a matter of time before someone 

gets hit as these vehicles often travel at night, doing over 40 miles per hour without lights 

on.  

23. Discontinue allowing motorized vehicle on pedestrian and bike paths, unless an assist 

vehicle.   No scooters, dirt bikes, etc... 

24. Motorized ones go too fast 

25. No one uses the path except for homeless people 

26. Bikers go pretty fast. I understand it's a safe place for them to ride. Maybe widen the 

path so bikers have designated lanes. You can't walk your dog in the narrow path 

without risking getting hit.  

27. People are bringing louder and faster motorized vehicles onto the paths. I see mopeds 

and extremely fast electric scooters often. Not sure how to stop this but it is a huge 

nuisance, especially when walking a dog. 

28. Bicyclists like to go fast because it is a smooth and straight path. It would be great to 

have an alternative path for slow bikes and people who walk.  

 
Not sure responses:  

1. The facility(ies) should be wide enough to accommodate a variety of user modes and 

speeds. 

2. Not a fan of motorized bikes or scooters. 



 

3. Most riders are courteous and warn you when coming up behind you particularly groups 

where the lead rider tells you how many more are behind the lead rider. It's the really 

fast riders who give no warning that are a problem. 

4. It's been a minute since I've used the path, but I remember it feeling narrow if cyclists 

were coming from both directions. I'm not sure how many more electric bikes/scooters 

have been using the path recently. If there's significantly more electric scooter activity, it 

could be very uncomfortable for pedestrians on that path when its busy. 

5. Please are you joking.. I have visited the past many times in the last week and only seen 

Four people use it... 

6. Dogs and pedestrians are erratic, they don't understand that it is a multi use path. I've 

had nasty discussions with lacrosse players' coaches using the path as some kind of a 

court. Disk golfers are also stoned most of the time. I have been hit in the head by a 

frizbee. I don't think cyclists are the issue. E-bikes and scooters are more of an issue, 

but less of an issue than careless pedestrians with dogs, frizbees and balls. 

7. Mostly, there is the occasional e-vehicle rider that is going too fast 

 
13. Do you feel there should be more plants and/or trees around the path?   

       
Total responses: 92 
 
14. What types of plants and trees would you like to see around the path?  Ex: shade 

trees, native plants, etc.   
 
Yes responses:  

1. Shade, native plants   

2. Anything that provides maximum shade, but would not produce branches or droppings 

on the path. 

3. Bigger bushy trees and grass would be amazing  

4. shade, natural 

5. Shades, natives,sustainable plants 

6. Chinese Elms 

7. Native plants and shade trees 

8. Native plants to improve air quality and increase shade availability.  

9. Would love to see more shade trees and seating areas along the path.  

10. Some sort of shade will make the path more usable, whether from trees or sail type of 

sun canopies. Trees need irrigation, canopies do not. Maybe a combination of 

both.Native plants and trees should be used. For my own self serving reasons, I'd love 

so see the area in between the path and River Run's property line fence with more trees 

12%

8%

80%

Not sure (11)

No (7)

Yes (74)



 

and plans :) These plants could also serve as a buffer between the path/public land and 

our private land. 

11. A mix of shade and native plants  

12. Shade, native plants, grass, a place for a picnic 

13. Native specie trees and plants 

14. Only native species, ample shade. 

15. Anything on the approved list. Maybe have some cut out resting places with a bench or 

table that are set back from the path that can be surrounded by trees. 

16. desert 

17. Shade trees, native plants, palm trees like the water feature in Papago Park by the zoo. 

18. SHADE! Lots of opportunities to put more shade. Trees, native or non-native.  

19. Native shade trees 

20. Shade trees are nice. I think they should be native plants with low water needs. 

21. More desert planting, but definitely shade. 

22. Mostly just water the dirt to create greenbelt again  

23. Exactly native shade trees another plants. 

24. The Xeriscape Garden in Scottsdale is a perfect example  

25. Anything. Because there is just dirt it can be hard to breath when walking along this 

stretch of path. Allot of dust blows making it hard to breath when there is any kind of 

breeze. Grass would be great, tree's and vegetation.  

26. Large shady trees that you can sit under  

27. native plants that can handle heat and drought but provide shade  

28. Shade, lots and lots of shade. 

29. Cacti and anything that doesn't require regular watering. Maybe some African bottleneck 

trees. Palo Verdes stink and the last thing we need are more palms.  

30. Shade and native plants are always welcome. 

31. Shade trees and native plants 

32. Mostly native plants, but shade trees at benches or stops. 

33. more foliage, shade trees.  Make it inviting for people to use. 

34. Shade tree & native plants incl native grasses 

35. I would like to see more shade trees and native plants/cacti  

36. Shade trees 

37. The council cuts trees every year, each year there is less shade for no reason. 

38. More shade trees 

39. Shade and heat reduction species. 

40. We should line the path with trees to create a nice canopy. The area is pretty bare 

currently. We should plan trees on each side of the current Indian Bend multi-use path. 

41. Desert adapted shade trees 

42. Shade trees 

43. Water friendly that don't allow people to hide. 

44. Shade trees and native plants 

45. native plants and shade trees 

46. AZ native ones with rocks to cover the dirt 

47. More shade trees 

48. Shade trees and native landscape would be nice. The landscaping is sparse along the 

path so adding more greenery would beautify the area. 

49. Ones that provide shade to pedestrians and path users 



 

50. Desert Trees for shade-Mesquites will be deciduous so you'll get the winter sun and 

summer shade- Ideal.  A lot of shade PLEASE. The Mesquite also has a more dense 

shade compared to Palo Vered. The mesquites aren't susceptible to Palo Verde bore 

either. 

51. Shade trees or mechanical shade. Since the golf course stopped being maintained a lot 

of the shade has deteriorated  

52. shade trees. and shade buildings built close to wash 

53. More shade and trees would be great to cool the area down! 

54. Lots of trees. Lots of shade. 

55. A mix of native plants would be great. Some could be shade trees, but also agaves, 

cacti, and shrubs.  

56. desert trees on both sides of the path 

 
No responses:  

1. Don't waste text pair dollars on this... 

 
Not sure responses:  

1. Most concerned about transportation infrastructure. 

2. Shade trees, native plants, yes. 

3. Use zerascape plants like in the 70's.  

4. Shade 

5. I'm open to more trees but only if they'll provide adequate shading and are native to the 

Sonoran Desert.  

 
15. What updates, upgrades, and or/ amenities would you like to see in the flood plain?  

 
Recreational/leisure activities: 

1. Frisbee golf, multi use paths, dog parks, ramadas   

2. A mountain bike skills park would be amazing. Currently there is only one other in the 

entire Metro area and they are very cheap to build mostly burms of dirt. Also a bike 

pump track would be really neat to again unique. And relatively inexpensive. 

3. I would like to the see the green area open to the public with children's play area.  

4. return to golf course. pay for your mistake. 

5. Shade and landscaping other than dead grass. I think there should be some grass/clover 

areas for picnic spots, field sports like frisbee, but I don't think its necessary to have 

grass in the majority of the site (30% of the site max). I would love to see a rest area with 

a bench, a spot to sit, water access at the Weber Dr meeting point. It might be 

interesting to have an art feature that is activated during water/flood events (but 

obviously nothing too enticing that it brings people out into the flood plain). Largely, I 

would just love to see updates and upgrades that would allow this space to be used, 

appreciated, and not look like a dump in comparison to the Scottsdale section of the 

greenbelt. I don't think users should be able to discern the difference between 

Scottsdale/Tempe from a quality standpoint when the project is complete. 

6. Picnic areas on higher ground and paths that cross from one side of the wash to the 

other. 

7. Green space like north on the green belt in Scottsdale.  That area is constantly being 

used with picnic areas, sand volleyball courts, baseball/softball fields, skate parks, lakes, 

etc. I think this space would be ideal of a really large off leash dog park like some of the 



 

other big ones in the valley.  Obviously including water stations, benches, etc and 

closing it off when it floods. 

8. Fishing pond? Spaces for food trucks to make for social gatherings? Maybe art from 

LOCAL artists that changes often.  

9. Ramada, splash pads, walking trails in addition to the bike path. Ponds like they have in 

the northern part of Indian Bend. They have done a great job in the north park, it would 

be nice to have that continue to the Tempe Lake. An Ampitheater would be nice.  

10. Volleyball courts or a dog park.  

11. I would love to see public amenities like pickleball courts or wildflower fields with small 

seating areas. 

12. Easier access to the flood plain. Would like to see something to what Scottsdale has 

with theirs. More parks, walking trails, etc. 

13. Off leash space for dogs 

14. "Green Grass. Make a big dog park? Biggest thing is getting rid of the dust bowl. 

Planting grass & vegetation. Makes it hard to breath on this stretch of path with all the 

dust. Also to remove the old, ugly, full of holes driving range net located on the east side 

over by Singh Farm." 

 
Greenery/landscaping/natural elements: 

1. No fence. More green. More lights.  

2. keep it natural 

3. Shade near path. Bike stations. 

4. Trees, benches, path, bathroom, water fountain  

5. Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) should be prevalent in shade/comfort nodes. 

6. It seems like a lot of vegetation from a few years ago has been lost.  

7. If the right native vegetation could be found so as not to create a fire hazard, a meadow 

interspersed with native trees would be great. This would support birds and other 

wildlife. 

8. More trees and plants.  

9. More greenery, remove the fence. Some water fountains/dog water stations  

10. grass 

11. It would be nice to have a dirt path with a few benches to stop and enjoy nature. We live 

right on this path and seen a huge uptick in usage. Having a secondary path would allow 

users to enjoy the area with a secondary pathway. We should add something for bird 

watchers/wildlife enthusiasts, this area currently has javelina, coyotes and bald eagles 

and we need to preserve that. Maybe a dog park would be nice as there is so much 

open space in there.  

12. Maybe some outcroppings of higher rock piles on the banks that can be accessed to 

watch the water as if flows when there is flooding. 

13. It would be great if there were some contours and depressions for flood water, rain 

water, and street runoff to sink in and provide moisture for existing and new, mostly 

native plants. Existing paths could be improved and connected, and some new paths 

should be built to provide east-west connections, connections to paved bike path. 

Maybe, there could be some composting toilets and dog waste composters. 

 
Infrastructure/path updates:  

1. Pedestrian path to separate it from bikes. 

2. More foot and bike paths through the entire flood plain. Better access to Singh Meadows 

restaurant from the west side.Lights in the flood plain, if possible. 



 

3. Sidewalks, shade and a water feature as long as there is water movement to prevent 

mosquitos. 

4. meandering concrete path, remove top of bank concrete path (or leave it), showcase the 

lake in the wash area, take advantage of previous golf course aligned paths. 

5. More water fountains  

6. Access to drinking fountains 

7. meandering walking path 

8. Elevated bridge paths 

9. restrooms and shaded rest areas 

10. Meandering trail and benches 

11. public bathrooms and water fountains 

12. More walking paths and additional landscaping including grass and or a pond. Include a 

drinking fountain for people and dogs.  

13. A low flow crossing to get from east to west and vice a versa. Connection to pathway on 

east side from Curry.  

 
Other:  

1. N/A yet 

2. Open access to the land as park space for quiet slow use. It doesn't need to be over 

developed. Add more meandering paths to the cart paths, paved or not (or a combo) to 

let people and pets get out in nature to walk, without fear of bikes. With a lot of shade so 

it can be used in warmer months. Somewhere to be away from streets, traffic, and 

sidewalks. Maybe add some park benches to allow walkers to take a break. But nothing 

that is too attractive to unhoused people.I wouldn't mind a free public dog park at the 

south end, close to Curry. But its not a must have. Sometimes giving dogs a specific 

place to be keeps dog owners from letting then off leash in areas that they are not 

supposed to. I would love the see the restaurant at the golf club house/Singh Meadows 

open again, and the farmers market was great. I think if the flood plain was open, a 

concession there would get a ton of business. People like a place to walk and bike to. 

Eat, hang out, listen to music or whatever, then walk or bike home. When Singh 

Meadows was open it was sort of a hidden secret. Also there is now that new apartment 

complex at Curry and Miller, so a lot more people live close (in high density housing) by 

that weren't here when it was open before. 

3. I do t know enough about flood plain management to comment  

4. Water the flood pain 

5. 1.Make another golf course is top option 

2. The Xeriscape Garden with plants, shade trees, trails and park benches is 2nd 

favorite option.  

3.  Amenities would be bathrooms and clean water  

The homeless issue has to be addressed to make any progress regardless.  We can’t 

have people living on and around these public areas.  The laws need to be enforced  

6. None 

7. Have no idea never been there. 

8. Overall, I have no complaints.  

9. I believe there should be a warning prior to the flood plain area if there is water there 

which would keep people and their dogs and children out of the area and safe. 

10. spaces for times to celebrate water & times to conserve it. 

11. This area is fenced off, we have no access to it. 



 

12. Not sure 

 
16. If you had public access to the flood plain, how would you use this space?  
 

Recreational/leisure activities:  

1. Disc Golf? Walking? Biking? 

2. Walking dogs, biking, frisbee golf. Kite flying, picnics.  

3. Paths possibly a parking lot if I want to start a ride there. 

4. Running on it or walking my dog there 

5. bike 

6. Socialize and resting during a run.  

7. Resting spot. 

8. Running, reading, biking 

9. Leisure - walking, biking 

10. We'd use the area for playing with our dog and kids.  

11. I'd like it to be open park land. Reduce dust, add shade, absorb heat. I would probably 

use it at least once a day for walking my dog.Nothing added to increase noise on a 

regular basis. Small musical performances would be fine if not using loud amplifiers late 

into the night.  

12. Green space? Parks?  

13. Play, picnic, disc golf 

14. Walking my dogs, kite flying, nature walks with friends around the native trees and plants 

with info pointed out for the plants. 

15. A variety of park sizes from pocket parks to larger spaces with ramadas, ample seating; 

dog runs, etc. 

16. I can see some frisbee golf baskets along there to play in. 

17. Ride the paths in it. 

18. golf course. 

19. Frisbee, field sports, picnics, walks, outdoor recreation classes.  

20. allow for flowing water in the green channel and install bridges for the meandering path, 

more scenic.  Allow for open green space along water way for picnics, etc. 

21. Fishing, if there are lakes. Picnics. Grassy areas to play games. 

22. For games, sports, for seating and getting away from all the noise. 

23. Walking and bird watching. 

24. Dog Park? Any kind of a pretty park?  

25. Picnics, sports, leisure activity  

26. Off leash dog area.  Nature photography.  Picnic area 

27. Recreation (picnics, etc) 

28. Have a bike path going through the flood plain 

29. Benches, fishing ponds. IT is much more natural than most of the greenbelt, so it could 

be a lovely bird sanctuary type area with fishing. 

30. walking 

31. I would go for walks/runs and go to watch wildlife.  

32. walking and or bike riding if there were paths within the area 

33. I would walk my dog and go on runs in the space  

34. I would like to use it as a park to walk my dog, take leisure bike rides, and go for runs.  

35. Walking, gathering for picnics with friends, GAIN events. Labeling trees would be nice so 

people can plant in their own yards.  



 

36. Connect east and west sides for transportation purposes and I would ride along the 

wash if I could to enjoy the micro climate during the summer.  

37. dog parks, ultimate frisbee, the whole lot 

38. To play with my dogs.  

39. relaxation walks, dog walking 

40. Walking paths. Being able to connect Tempe with Scottsdale. Especially once the new 

pedestrian bridge is built. 

 
Greenery/landscaping/natural elements: 

1. Perhaps a native plant garden. 

2. Wet dog park, sweetgrass harvesting, sustainable water feature rock park, also just 

natural preserve for aquatic wildlife & bird habitat 

3. Nature path next to wash and direct connection to Singh Meadows 

4. I would like to see the flood plain restored into a semi-natural, self sustainable 

ecosystem that requires minimal intervention. The area could be a sanctuary for 

biodiversity, and provide habitat for local fauna, and migratory birds, bats, butterflies etc. 

There could be spaces for observation, learning, and contemplation.  

Other: 

1. Yes 

2. 1.Make another golf course is top option 2. The Xeriscape Garden with plants, shade 

trees, trails and park benches is 2nd favorite option.The homeless issue has to be 

addressed to make any progress regardless.  We can't have people living on and around 

these public areas.  The laws need to be enforced  

3. None 

4. Not a good idea. 

5. Open to the public. Worker space, third space, well lit and open to everyone.  

6. I would not use the flood plain area so I don't have any feeling about public access to it.  

My dog and I walk 8 - 10 miles on the trail when we walk in the area  so access to the 

flood plain wouldn't change where we walk.    If there is flooding we would not walk 

through the Trail. 

7. wild 

8. Very likely  

9. Should we? 

10. no 

11. Not sure 

 
17. Would you support taking the fence down to gain more access to the flood plain?  Why 

or why not?   
 
Yes responses:  

1. Absolutely- again subject to no homeless living in the area  

2. Absolutely. But there should be frequent patrols by PD, Parks & Rec, and/or County 

staff. 

3. Absolutely. Having access to more green spaces is plus for everyone.  

4. Access to flood plain would be great as long as homeless camps etc. can be 

discouraged. Maybe, initially access to the flood plain could be available on weekends 

and holidays.  

5. Fences have never stopped anyone so just tear it down.  



 

6. obviously. could be a good green space for new devs on west side 

7. sure 

8. Sure, but then SEPTed design would need to be included so that there is good visibility.  

Or there needs to be patrols of the space for safety. 

9. sure....for better access 

10. That'd be cool!  

11. Would this invite more homeless encampments as it does along the river bottom or 

Lopiano Basque? As long as that could be avoided I'd be in favor of taking down the 

fencing.  

12. Yes 

13. yes 

14. Yes  

15. Yes but I know that would also probably result in challenges with homeless so maybe 

partner with Singh meadows and create some low barrier employment or business 

opportunities along this area to deter  encampments and provide opportunities  

16. Yes make it nicer 

17. Yes to improve accessibility.  

18. Yes w the issues keeping us out will need to be resolved & beautified also maintained to 

not be fenced up anymore   

19. Yes! 

20. Yes! Green spaces shouldn't just be for golf courses  

21. YES!! Please take down the chain link fence. It is such a depressing structure with the 

feel of a prison perimeter fence, minus the razor wire! It keeps people like me out, but it 

does not keep the vandals out. The fence regularly gets cut open now. If the flood plain 

is going to become open access the chain link serves no purpose. If there are areas for 

safety reasons that a fence is needed then install something more attractive. The 

existing low brick wall will help direct access into the park through openings in the wall, 

though people can just step over where ever they want. If there are areas that access 

must be blocked then raise the wall or maybe plant a tall hedge along it. 

22. YES!! The fence is ugly and blocks a beautiful area that has the potential to be a nice 

park for everyone 

23. Yes!!!! 

24. Yes,  so more trail access can be made and access to businesses such as Singh 

Meadows. 

25. YES, activate the space similar to how Scottsdale has (within the limitations set by being 

closer to the river in the floodplain). This should be a public space amenity. This part of 

Tempe is seeing more and more multifamily communities. What residents lose in not 

having a private backyard - they should hope to gain in having access to quality open 

space amenities such as the Greenbelt and Tempe Town Lake.   

26. Yes, always. Fear of homeless people is a bad reason to just fence off areas to 

everyone, and unnecessary fences are wasteful and ugly. They'd be more valuable as 

scrap. 

27. Yes, BUT with conditions: given the homeless activity in the area, it is imperative that 

this area is patrolled daily and activated. The neighborhood does not want to end up with 

encampments and more crime. Any light installation needs to be tamper proof (similar to 

updated lighting under the Curry Tunnel). 

28. Yes, for more recreation purposes 



 

29. yes, gaining access to the flood plain and its greenery would provide additional 

recreation opportunities 

30. Yes, I would. Currently I just assumed it was private land, since there are no signs 

stating otherwise. 

31. Yes, if there was public support for making the area safe and mantained. If the open 

space will just be trashed and not maintained with some guarantee of continuing 

maintenance, it could become a major eye-sore on the community. 

32. Yes, it is not needed. If a fence around the Singh Meadows restaurant is needed, that's 

OK with me. 

33. Yes, it is ugly and limits access 

34. Yes, it would make the path more enjoyable and provide better landscaping  

35. Yes, it'd be great to access more green space and add some more walking paths 

36. Yes, it's aesthetically pleasing taking it down 

37. Yes, open it up for full access 

38. Yes, the fence  makes the path seem very unfriendly. We're having a nice view of the 

flood plane, especially if it had a park and river would be great. 

39. Yes, the fence is ugly and we need more green space in Tempe and metro area. 

40. Yes, the fence should go, except where it is fencing areas for safety reasons(inlets to the 

flood plain). It is ugly and what purpose does it serve? 

41. Yes. 

42. Yes.  Does it have to be fenced off? It used to be a golf course.  Can it be used for alt 

pathways or picnic spots.  Not homeless encampments. 

43. Yes. Aesthetics. 

44. yes. As long as it doesn't become a hangout/"camping" area. 

45. Yes. However public safety is a concern so rangers or necessary vigilance in the area to 

keep homeless people away would be needed. 

46. Yes. I think the fence should come down, however that would increase the need for the 

city of Tempe to deal with the homeless that pass through. I think that the trimming up of 

all the trees along the middle of the wash will help immensely in making it difficult for the 

homeless to camp out in the park. 

47. Yes. It is an eyesore  

48. Yes. It so sad all that green space is not available to the public. It's also frustrating if 

you're trying to get down to the lake and now it's blocked.  

49. Yes. More activation is always good. It makes you feel less like you are in an urban 

area, you can listen to the birds without seeing sky scrapers. 

50. Yes. The path feels extremely isolated and scary to use if you are running, walking, or 

biking alone. Especially as a woman. 

51. Yes. There is no reason why the Scottsdale side looks beautiful and nice to walk on and 

the Tempe side is ugly, dark and feels dangerous  

 
No responses:  

1. no 

2. No 

3. No because I don't use the flood plain area. 

4. no leave for the critterd 

5. No.As it sits today, you would be inviting more homeless camps. 

 
 
 



 

Not sure responses:  

1. Uncertain. Is local development interested in support or avoidance of such measures? 

(Big Sur) 

 
Other responses:  

1. keep patroled  

2. I don't think you need to take down the whole fence, but having an entry point at either 

end would be fine. I know the fence helped to keep out the homeless so if you took it 

down maybe that would be a problem again?  

3. As long as the city could control destructive behavior in the flood plain such as camping, 

dirt bikes, etc. 

 
18. Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) is a method of using native vegetation and 

landscape design to capture stormwater and allow it to sink, thus reducing flooding 
and providing water for vegetation. Would you like to see GSI elements incorporated 
into this project?  

       
Total responses: 90 

 
19. Please share any feedback you have about this project.  
 

1. Tempe, you should look at neighboring cities paths because Tempe's paths often seem 

to be lacking in ambience comparatively. Adding other attractions for bike enthusiast 

would also be great. 

2. No fence. More police and park rangers and more lighting 

3. excellent idea 

4. Please remove the stop sign at the parking lot south of curry. Instead of making bikes 

stop on THE bike highway of the valley, add stop signs for the cars accessing the 

parking lot.Design for fast bike travel. Wide curves, wide path, direct paths. 

5. I am so excited at the thought of having the flood plain open! When I bought my property 

in River Run over 20 years ago the Rio Salado golf course was open. Having all that 

land, dried up and dead, behind chain link fence for 10 + years just seemed like such a 

waste. Walking along the path in this area has been been a sad sight ever since. 

I think the flood plain should focus on use by people, pedestrians, and just leisurely 

enjoying the outdoors. The path should be the focus for bikes, with maybe one new wide 

path that dips down into the flood plain for bikes to ride through. But the majority of the 

paths in the flood plain being for walking and wandering. A tranquil relaxed place where 
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someone can get lost in thought or stop to look at a bird and not worry about being run 

into.Thanks to everyone who made this project possible! 

6. I really liked Singh Meadows and would like to see the restaurant open every day, if 

possible. I also liked the dog park they had there. I would like to see more community 

events take place in the flood plain. I did not like that is was only open Fri, Sat and Sun - 

it should be open every day (no fence). The way the trees and shrubbery have been 

trimmed up so that you can see through them is great! It should be kept this way. 

7. See above. GSI treats water/stormwater as a benefit and not a nuisance, preserve 

scarce resources, and reduce erosion caused by concentrated points of discharge. 

8. This will be an important north/south connection, especially when the eastern 

pedestrian/bike bridge gets built over Tempe Town Lake. It can lead riders to new 

adventures. 

9. I'm glad you are doing it. 

10. no more wasted dollars on bad ideas by fools in city gov. 

11. The land uses surrounding this path appear unsightly, mainly industrial, with a few 

exceptions. 

12. It would be great to see this activated in a responsible way. 

13. This is the one connecting path that is absolutely desolate looking. Going north to 

Scottsdale you have beautiful parks and going south you have beautiful Tempe Town 

Lake. This stretch is blah and so dusty with all the dirt. Would love to see green grass & 

vegetation to keep the dust down so you can breath when going on this part of the path.  

I walk this path everyday. So grateful there may be some changes in the future.  

14. Stop using taxpayer dollars for this nonsense.. 

15. the bordering land around the wash should be rezoned for multi family residential and 

light commercial so that cafes and other services can locate along the wash. The 

industrial uses there now are wasting the natural resource we have in the wash -- 

industrial uses don't care what land use sits next to them, but here we have a natural 

park space that would be a great benefit for residential property.  

16. What is going to happen south of Curry to the Lake Front?  That area is in just as bad 

condition and connects the greenbelt to the North Lake path and eventually the 

Upstream Dam Bike/Ped Bridge and the South Lake Path. 

17. If this landscape is not self sustaining, then what are we even doing here? 

18. I love all the bike paths! I'm hoping for the day when they all connect! Overall though I 

think we have a better system than most cities! I'm grateful for what we have! It gets 

people off the couch, getting exercise and enjoying the sunshine! 

19. Makes sense to plant native plants to reduce flooding and have vegetation for beauty. 

20. Whatever you build please make sure you can maintain it.  One example is the 

pedestrian bridge across Tempe Town Lake.  It used to have a nice canopy that 

reflected light shining on it.  Canopy is now gone, and the bridge doesn't look as nice.  

Another example is the reflecting pool on the north side of the Tempe Performing Arts 

Center.  Used to be a flowing feature with water flowing over the edges.  Hasn't worked 

in over 2-3 years.  Don't let the Indian Bend Wash become an overgrown eyesore.  

Make sure you can take care of what you put in there.  Also don't let this become a 

homeless encampment.  No one else will use it. 

21. Don't forget the cultural elements and identities aka SRPMIC and artworks not basic 

metal stuff that hardly engage or by artists that aren't local 

22. I am unaware of these, but incorporating things that contribute to the water table are 

positive. 



 

23. I'd love to see this area tastefully and sustainably developed. Leave the greenery alone, 

as much as possible. The plants are pleasant. But I think a beautiful mixed-use 

development would serve this area quite well. It would help to make the path feel less 

isolated and scary when commuting on it alone. Maybe it doesn't have to be in the flood 

plain itself, but in the areas directly around/adjacent/near it. I think this area has some 

potential to be kind of like a mini-Tempe Town Lake, but even better! 

24. Cross the fake lake with a bridge. 

25. Na 

26. It'd be nice to have more ranger/police presence to keep the area save and discourage 

homeless encampments  

27. Utter excitement! 

28. Native vegitation covers a lot of variety. What is used should be people friendly for the 

most part. Cactus should be used but at a distance so people don't get hurt. 

29. prioritize usable grass lawns. estuaries are not usable for humans. 

30. It would be so nice to have that space open to the public again. Shade and lighting 

would be nice.  

31. Maybe this area and the area to the south could become something similar to the Yuma 

East Wetlands (https://www.yumaheritage.com/east-wetlands.html). Also check out the 

Waterman restoration project (https://aznps.com/the-waterman-restoration-project/) as 

an example of how much can be achieved with very limited resources. The project 

includes volunteer built water harvest structures and extensive tree plantings. I could see 

exploring colaboration with organizations dedicated to biodiversity conservation 

(Audubon, Center for Native and Urban Wildlife at Scottsdale Community College, Bat 

Conservation International, National Wildlife Federation, Native American tribes) as a 

great starting point to develop a design that includes a broad ecological vision for the 

area. 

 
20. How did you hear about this project?  Please select all that apply. 

       
Other responses:  

• Community newsletter  

• it wouldn't alllow me to select multiple sources of information FYI. Postcard, Neighbor, 
emails, Tempe this week. 

• Linkedin 

• Rain to roots meeting, post card, email, and social media 

• Select 'all that apply' is not working! I received a postcard in the mail and saw a sign on 
the path 
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III. Zoom chat from Mar. 26 virtual public meeting 
00:45:52 Shauna Warner, Neighborhood Services: Comment online: 

https://communityfeedback.opengov.com/portals/tempeaz/Issue_14346 

00:46:31 Kaci Fankhauser: Reacted to "Comment online: http..." with      

00:51:16 Debora1 Enyeart: Do you anticipate changing the hike/bike path changing from 

current "straight line" to more of a meandering path? 

00:51:56 Brianne Fisher: Yes Debora exploring that 

00:52:17 Debora1 Enyeart: I believe there is also a path on the east side of the area -- not 

just the west side -- but it goes through the Singh Meadows area. 

00:58:22 Karen Apple: thank you for the follow up 

00:58:45 Josh McCulley: There is a path that goes under McKellips to the Wash just north 

on the West path. 

01:00:55 Debora1 Enyeart: North of McKellips is 2 sided (east & west).  South of McKellips 

is only on the West side. 

01:01:03 Brianne Fisher: Reacted to "North of McKellips i..." with      

01:01:12 Debora1 Enyeart: Sorry, South of Curry is only on the West side 

01:02:02 Brianne Fisher: Reacted to "Sorry, South of Curr..." with      

01:02:25 Karen Apple: Thank you for the clarifications.  Been awhile since I biked through 

this area 

01:02:32 Debora1 Enyeart: Has the homeless issue been addressed? 

01:02:34 Susan Conklu: Is the study looking at the public access or easements needed in 

the full wash? 

01:02:44 Shauna Warner, Neighborhood Services:

 https://communityfeedback.opengov.com/portals/tempeaz/Issue_14346 

01:04:14 Susan Conklu: Add to my question - to access Weber to the east etc. 


