Minutes
TEMPE ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION
March 10, 2025

Minutes of the Tempe Arts and Culture Commission (TACC) meeting recorded at 6:00pm on March 10, 2025,
held at Tempe Public Library.

(MEMBERS) Present: City Staff Present:

Bryan Esparza
Andrea Hanley
Haylee Mills — Vice-chair Craig Hayton, Director — Community Services
Lisa Roach

Teresa Robinette

Angela Russell
Kendra Sollars
Jennifer Song

Jacqueline Swan = Chair

Brenda Abney, Deputy Director — Arts & Culture
Joy Higgins, Management Assistant — Arts & Culture Division

Jacob Payne, Principle Planner — Community Development

Guest(s) Present:

(MEMBERS) Absent:

Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier
Will Lucht

Call to Order
Jacqueline Swan, TACC Chair, called the TACC meeting to order at 6:03 pm.

Agenda ltem 1 — Public Appearances

None

Agenda ltem 2 — Presentation: Tempe Character Area 2

Jacob Payne, Principle Planner — Community Development, presented the city’s efforts to create a plan
for Character Area 2 on the northwest side of Tempe.
o Tempe Character Areas

o The Character Area planning processes help the City of Tempe learn what residents within the
Character Area value most about the area and what they would like to see improved.

o The process is currently in Phase I /IIl. Completion of the plan is planned to be completed and
adopted by City Council in July/August of 2025.

Agenda ltem 3 — Approval of the January 13, 2025 Aris & Culture Commission Minutes

J. Swan asked the commissioners to review an unapproved TACC minutes document dated January 13,

2025.

MOTION:

SECOND:

AYES:

ABSTAIN:

NAYS:

Lisa Roach moved to approve January 13, 2025 Tempe Arts and Culture Commission
Meeting Minutes.

Jennifer Song seconded

Bryan Esparza, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angel
Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song, Jacqueline Swan

None

None


https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-development/planning/character-areas
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RESULT: Motion passed with a 9-0 vote
ABSENT: Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Will Lucht

Agenda ltem 4 — Approval of the February 10, 2025 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes
J. Swan asked the commissioners to review an unapproved TACC minutes document dated February 10,
2025.

MOTION: Angela Russell moved to approve the February 10, 2025 Tempe Arts and Culture
Commission Meeting Minutes.

SECOND: Kendra Sollars seconded

AYES: Bryan Esparza, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angel
Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song, Jacqueline Swan

ABSTAIN: None

NAYS: None

RESULT: Motion passed with a 9-0 vote

ABSENT: Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Will Lucht

Agenda ltem 5 — Deputy Director’s Report

e Brenda Abney, Deputy Director — Arts & Culture, gave an update on the following:
o Surveys in A+C
= Accessibility Survey for TCA
e Accessibility includes projected captions, close-ups, pre-show introductions
e 300 patrons
e  75% didn’t need accommodation
o Of those who did accommodation, 72% rated high
®=  American Alliance of Museum
e Survey of museum goers
o  Benchmarked our museum against others nationwide and locally
e Three themes:
o Museum visitation/repeat visitation
o0  Social connection
o Community trust for museums

118 responses to date have been positive
o Enjoyment for exhibits and events
o They find the museum important to quality of life

= Due to legislative changes & trends in sales tax, revenue have been going down

= City management has enacted a 10% reduction to remaining budgets for FY25

= $420K reduction to A+C fund budgets across all programs

= The proactive measures are intended to prevent layoffs or reductions in force, programs
or services

= Cuts to fiscal year 2026 budgets have not been determined

Agenda ltem 6 — Approval: Arts + Culture Awards
Joy Higgins, Management Assistant — Arts & Culture, presented the recommended roster of Arts and Culture
Awardees for approval:

e Community Pride — Paul Kent

History Hero — Stu Siefer

Creative Entrepreneur — Tyson Weed

Engaged Educator — Kyllan Maney

Tempe Champion — David Rhodes

Culture Connection — Downtown Tempe Authority




Tempe Arts and Culture Commission
March 10, 2025 3

MOTION: Lisa Roach moved to approve the recommended Arts & Culture Awardees as presented.

SECOND: Jacqueline Swan seconded

AYES: Bryan Esparza, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angel
Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song, Jacqueline Swan

ABSTAIN: None

NAYS: None

RESULT: Motion passed with a 9-0 vote

ABSENT: Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Will Lucht

Agenda ltem 7 - Discussion: Retreat Follow-up

J.Swan led a discussion about the results of the TACC retreat held in February and goals for 2025. See
Attachment A for more information.

Agenda ltem 8 — TACC Member Liaison Efforts

Teresa Robinette — Attended Malcom X at TCA was wonderful, many empty seats; Danelle Plaza events;
Haylee Mills — Attended Danelle Art show; sat on Arts & Culture Awards Panel; saw Psychadeliphants at
THM; currently a member of a Danelle Plaza program planning team;

Lisa Roach — Attended Festival of the Arts and enjoyed the public art at different public transit stations;
Jennifer Song — Attended Blues in the Night, loved the live music; attended Star Wars Exhibition at the
Gallery at TCA; visited Phoenix Art Museum — Charles Gaines & Richard Avedon exhibitions;

Andrea Hanley — Sat on Arts & Culture Awards panel; cousin Rhiana Yazzi had a run of “The Other
Children of the Sun” at Kennedy Center, a play based on Navajo Mythology;

Bryan Esparza — Attended Tempe Festival of the Arts; met with an artist to organize an art show at
Danelle Plaza; attended Geek’s Night Out

Angel Russell — Attended Festival of the Arts; attended “Blued in the Night” play and “Return of the
Force” exhibition at TCA; met with Jennifer Adams at Arizona Mills and gave feedback about the
neighborhood;

Kendra Sollars = Active Neighborhood Chair for Sunset NA and ready to present MAC grant
application for bike lane murals;

Jacqueline Swan — Attended Art Tempe event at TCA; visited Return of the Force exhibition; volunteered
for bike lane painting at Holdeman; first year volunteer /attendance for Hoodstock; served on Arts &
Culture Award panel; attended Festival of the Arts; Open Streets Festival planning;

Agenda ltem 9 — Future Agenda ltems

Danelle Plaza
United States 250 year anniversary (2026)

Meeting adjourned at 7:17 pm
Prepared by: Joy Higgins



