
 

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA  

 

TEMPE ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION 
April 21, 2025 

6:00 pm  
 

Tempe Center for the Arts 
Carter Lounge 

700 W Rio Salado Parkway, 85281  
 

 

Public comment requests for any item on the agenda must be emailed to joy_higgins@tempe.gov prior to 
the start of the meeting. 
  

AGENDA 
 

Call to Order 
1. Public Appearances: The Arts & Culture Commission welcomes public comment for items listed on this 

agenda. There is a three-minute time limit per individual. Anyone wishing to agendize an item for an 
upcoming meeting should utilize the Public Appearances for consideration. 

2. Presentation/Discussion: TCA Operations  

3. Update: Tempe Community Arts 

4. Finance Update: Arts & Culture Fund - Quarterly 

5. Finance Update: Arts & Culture CIP + Operating Budget 2025-2026  

6. Approval: March 10, 2025 Tempe Arts & Culture Commission Minutes    ACTION 

7. TACC Member Liaison Activity 

Adjournment 

Next Meeting: May 5, 2025 at Tempe History Museum 
 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Arts & Culture Commission may only discuss matters listed on the 
agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 72 
hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons. 
Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting. 

 

mailto:joy_higgins@tempe.gov


 

Minutes of the Tempe Arts and Culture Commission (TACC) meeting recorded at 6:00pm on March 10, 2025, 
held at Tempe Public Library. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Bryan Esparza 
Andrea Hanley  
Haylee Mills – Vice-chair 
Lisa Roach 
Teresa Robinette 
Angela Russell 
Kendra Sollars 
Jennifer Song 
Jacqueline Swan – Chair 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier 
Will Lucht  
 

City Staff Present: 
Brenda Abney, Deputy Director – Arts & Culture 
Joy Higgins, Management Assistant – Arts & Culture Division 
Craig Hayton, Director – Community Services 
Jacob Payne, Principle Planner – Community Development 
 
Guest(s) Present: 
 

Call to Order 

• Jacqueline Swan, TACC Chair, called the TACC meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 

• None 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Presentation: Tempe Character Area 2  

• Jacob Payne, Principle Planner – Community Development, presented the city’s efforts to create a plan 
for Character Area 2 on the northwest side of Tempe.  

o Tempe Character Areas 
o The Character Area planning processes help the City of Tempe learn what residents within the 

Character Area value most about the area and what they would like to see improved.  
o The process is currently in Phase I/III. Completion of the plan is planned to be completed and 

adopted by City Council in July/August of 2025. 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Approval of the January 13, 2025 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes  
J. Swan asked the commissioners to review an unapproved TACC minutes document dated January 13, 
2025. 

MOTION:  Lisa Roach moved to approve January 13, 2025 Tempe Arts and Culture Commission 
Meeting Minutes. 

SECOND: Jennifer Song seconded 
AYES: Bryan Esparza, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angel 

Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song, Jacqueline Swan 
ABSTAIN:  None 
NAYS: None 

Minutes 
TEMPE ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION  

March 10, 2025 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-development/planning/character-areas
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RESULT: Motion passed with a 9-0 vote  
ABSENT: Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Will Lucht 

 
Agenda Item 4 – Approval of the February 10, 2025 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes  
J. Swan asked the commissioners to review an unapproved TACC minutes document dated February 10, 
2025. 

MOTION: Angela Russell moved to approve the February 10, 2025 Tempe Arts and Culture 
Commission Meeting Minutes. 

SECOND: Kendra Sollars seconded 
AYES: Bryan Esparza, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angel 

Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song, Jacqueline Swan 
ABSTAIN:  None 
NAYS: None 
RESULT: Motion passed with a 9-0 vote  
ABSENT: Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Will Lucht 

 
Agenda Item 5 – Deputy Director’s Report 

• Brenda Abney, Deputy Director – Arts & Culture, gave an update on the following: 
o Surveys in A+C  

▪ Accessibility Survey for TCA 

• Accessibility includes projected captions, close-ups, pre-show introductions 

• 300 patrons 

• 75% didn’t need accommodation 
o Of those who did accommodation, 72% rated high 

▪ American Alliance of Museum 

• Survey of museum goers 

• Benchmarked our museum against others nationwide and locally 

• Three themes: 
o Museum visitation/repeat visitation 
o Social connection 
o Community trust for museums  

• 118 responses to date have been positive 
o Enjoyment for exhibits and events 
o They find the museum important to quality of life 

o Budget 

▪ Due to legislative changes & trends in sales tax, revenue have been going down 

▪ City management has enacted a 10% reduction to remaining budgets for FY25  

▪ $420K reduction to A+C fund budgets across all programs 

▪ The proactive measures are intended to prevent layoffs or reductions in force, programs 
or services 

▪ Cuts to fiscal year 2026 budgets have not been determined 
 
Agenda Item 6 – Approval: Arts + Culture Awards 
Joy Higgins, Management Assistant – Arts & Culture, presented the recommended roster of Arts and Culture 
Awardees for approval: 

• Community Pride – Paul Kent 

• History Hero – Stu Siefer 

• Creative Entrepreneur – Tyson Weed 

• Engaged Educator – Kyllan Maney 

• Tempe Champion – David Rhodes 

• Culture Connection – Downtown Tempe Authority 
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MOTION: Lisa Roach moved to approve the recommended Arts & Culture Awardees as presented. 
SECOND: Jacqueline Swan seconded 
AYES: Bryan Esparza, Andrea Hanley, Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, Angel 

Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song, Jacqueline Swan 
ABSTAIN:  None 
NAYS: None 
RESULT: Motion passed with a 9-0 vote  
ABSENT: Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Will Lucht 

 
Agenda Item 7  - Discussion: Retreat Follow-up 

• J.Swan led a discussion about the results of the TACC retreat held in February and goals for 2025. See 
Attachment A for more information.  

 
Agenda Item 8 – TACC Member Liaison Efforts 

• Teresa Robinette – Attended Malcom X at TCA was wonderful, many empty seats; Danelle Plaza events;  

• Haylee Mills – Attended Danelle Art show; sat on Arts & Culture Awards Panel; saw Psychadeliphants at 
THM; currently a member of a Danelle Plaza program planning team;  

• Lisa Roach – Attended Festival of the Arts and enjoyed the public art at different public transit stations;  

• Jennifer Song – Attended Blues in the Night, loved the live music; attended Star Wars Exhibition at the 
Gallery at TCA; visited Phoenix Art Museum – Charles Gaines & Richard Avedon exhibitions; 

• Andrea Hanley – Sat on Arts & Culture Awards panel; cousin Rhiana Yazzi had a run of “The Other 
Children of the Sun” at Kennedy Center, a play based on Navajo Mythology;  

• Bryan Esparza – Attended Tempe Festival of the Arts; met with an artist to organize an art show at 
Danelle Plaza; attended Geek’s Night Out 

• Angel Russell – Attended Festival of the Arts; attended “Blued in the Night” play and “Return of the 
Force” exhibition at TCA; met with Jennifer Adams at Arizona Mills and gave feedback about the 
neighborhood; 

• Kendra Sollars – Active Neighborhood Chair for Sunset NA and ready to present MAC grant 
application for bike lane murals;  

• Jacqueline Swan – Attended Art Tempe event at TCA; visited Return of the Force exhibition; volunteered 
for bike lane painting at Holdeman; first year volunteer/attendance for Hoodstock; served on Arts & 
Culture Award panel; attended Festival of the Arts; Open Streets Festival planning;   

 
Agenda Item 9 – Future Agenda Items 

• Danelle Plaza 

• United States 250 year anniversary (2026) 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:17 pm       
Prepared by: Joy Higgins  



. 
 ATTACHMENT A 

 

Tempe Arts + Culture Commission – 2025 Goals 
TACC’s Purpose: Support Tempe Arts + Culture 
 
The primary mission of TACC is to support and advise the Arts + Culture Division. 

• Expanding limited resources 
o New, expanded and improved facilities and grants funding 

• Expanding accessibility  
o Accessibility to both information and physical location is important for equitable arts and 

culture in Tempe. This can be realized through Orbit to TCA and expanded marketing of free 
events to the community.  

 
Goal #1: ACTIVATIONS 

• Attend/volunteer at events and programming 
o Advocate for existing programming (Additional classes, opportunities for contractors, 

press).  
o Adopt a city councilperson (meet in person) 
o Presence/Brag 
o Serve on panels 

• Bring new people to A+C Division events 
o Neighborhood associations, Businesses, Friends, Connections 
o Social Media 

 Neighborhood Facebook pages 
o Newsletters 
o Media + Press 
o Art Scenes 

 Danelle 
 ASU 

• Build the war chest 
o Prepare for future RFPs, CIPs, and budget proposals to advocate for:  

 A new and improved Edna Arts Center (possibly located where IDEA campus had 
been planned).  

 Expanded and improved storage and facilities for the Tempe History Museum.  
 Assist staff in grant writing as needed. 
 Understand TACC as a resource. 

• Add linked in profiles to Commission Contact cards and validate contact 
information is correct.  

 Dedicated Orbit Route to the TCA 
Goal #2: Arts & Culture Ecosystem 

• The A+C Division will find longer-term success with a healthy arts & culture ecosystem. As 
commissioners we can advise the city on its existing programming and bridge partnerships with 
artists. Activations for goal 2 do not need to be agendized on a regular basis, and these initiatives 
should be pursued as private citizens. We should make introductions to the A+C Division’s events 
and opportunities whenever possible.  

• Supporting existing incubator spaces like: Danelle Plaza, ASU, New School for the Arts 
• Solicit free creative space for independent art in personal or professional networks.  Using 

churches, schools, businesses, homes, parks, etc. as new incubator spaces.  
• Connecting larger arts & culture ecosystems beyond Tempe 
• Civic Engagement to drive for affordable live/work space designated for visual and performing 

artists.  



Tempe Arts & Culture Finances  
April 2025 
 
 
 

CURRENT YEAR EXPENSES 
 
Operating expenses by cost center (workgroup) for March are below. CIP, contingency, and TCA roof 
debt service annual payment are not included. Please note that these are draft figures.  
 

Cost Centers Budget Expense  % Expended 

3741 Arts and Culture Admin  $     593,657.00   $     467,238.24  79% 

3742 Arts and Culture Marketing  $     584,404.00   $     255,966.15  44% 

3760 Tempe Center for the Arts  $  6,890,404.00   $  4,274,397.70  62% 

3781 Museum & Historic Houses  $  1,538,886.00   $     833,155.58  54% 

3785 Community Arts Engagement  $  1,683,370.00   $  1,178,537.60  70% 

Grand Total  $     11,290,721   $        7,009,295  62% 

 
 

CURRENT YEAR REVENUES 
Revenues by cost center (workgroup) for March are below. Tax revenues are recorded a month after 
they are earned. Please note that these are draft figures. 
 

Cost Centers Revenue Estimate Recognized Revenue % Target 

3741 Arts & Culture Tax/Interest  $    12,540,427.00   $            8,037,017.52  64% 

3761 TCA Earned Revenue  $          733,500.00   $                510,758.57  70% 

3781 Museum & Historic Houses  $             74,500.00   $                  62,036.74  83% 

3785 Community Arts Engagement  $          140,000.00   $                159,249.93  114% 

Grand Total  $          13,488,427   $                  8,769,063  65% 

 
 
More information about Arts & Culture Finances 
kara_osburn@tempe.gov 
 

mailto:kara_osburn@tempe.gov


Tempe Public Art 

April 2025 

  

 
Celebrations and Events 
 

Fire Station 2 Grand Opening 
Saturday, April 12 | 9:30-11:30 am | 3025 S. Hardy  

Join us to experience the newest addition to the 

Public Art collection at this lively event! Tour the 

new station, climb into a fire truck, and enjoy 

activities for all ages.  

Remarks by Mayor Cory Woods and others at 

10am. View the artwork, meet artist Kevin Berry, 

and say hello to the Tempe Public Art team! 

 

This specific artwork has been able to connect a 

community and family in the healing process. The 

artwork is a memorial to Tommy Ariaga, a fire 

fighter who lost his life due to a work-related 

cancer. In early March, Ariaga’s life and legacy was 

celebrated at a special dedication ceremony with 

friends, family and coworkers present. The Public 

Art staff and artist Kevin Berry joined this special 

event and were able to see firsthand the impact 

that the artwork has had on the community who 

created this new station with Ariaga’s memory in 

mind. 
   
 
 
To learn more, check out this news clip: 
https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/tempe-firefighter-tommy-arriaga-honored-art-installation  
  
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/tempe-firefighter-tommy-arriaga-honored-art-installation


Public Art Plan virtual meeting,  

Pop-up, and Open House 
Thursday, April 24 | INFO 

12-1 pm          Virtual meeting 

2-4 pm  Pop Up in the Tempe History Museum lobby 

5:30-7 pm        Open House in TCA Lakeside room 

 

Since October of 2025, Designing Local has been gathering public 

input from the community, stakeholders, focus groups, and staff 

regarding Tempe Public Art. On April 24th the public is invited to 

meet with Designing Local and Public Art Staff, to learn about the 

preliminary findings and direction for the Public Art Plan and 

share your thoughts.  Participants will have an opportunity to 

comment, share ideas, and review findings that will help shape 

the final plan, scheduled for completion in early fall of 2025.  

 

These findings will be shared with TACC on May 5th but we hope 

you will come to the Open House for a fun, engaging evening. 

There will be live music by Haley Green, activities with the 

consulting team, and a fun time for all!  

 

Work in Progress 

Artist Designed Transit Shelters coming to Tempe  
HEKIU artists Jacob Butler and Joshua Yazzie have spent the past 

year working on designs to be integrated into Tempe’s new 

transit shelter framework. The artist designed shelters will be 

integrated into the rollout for new shelters throughout the city. 

This will begin with adding two new transit shelters as part of the 

Downtown Tempe Refresh Project at the Mill Avenue 

streetscape. 

In January, TACC was able to review Joshua Yazzie’s design 

prototype. As of last month, Jacob Butler’s design was approved, 

and the prototype is ready for shelter integration. Butler's transit 

shelter design depicts martynia, commonly known as devil’s claw, 

which was a food source as well as medicine for the O’odham 

people.   

  

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/tempe-public-art/public-art-plan
https://www.hekiu.org/


Optimist and Campbell Parks 

Janel Garza has been working to fine tune her playground 
surface designs for Optimist and Campbell Parks. For this 
process, the designs are reviewed for feasibility with the 
material and budget. Additionally, there is consideration of the 
space, placement of the equipment and its’ longevity. 

The concept for Optimist Park is all about the interconnected 
relationships within an ecosystem. Upon visiting the park and 
reflecting on the mycelium networks that connect all the 
plants underground, the artist felt that they are a great 
example of the community and connection that parks 
encourage. 

The concept for Campbell Park is inspired by the flora and 
fauna that can be found around the playground. The design 
takes abstracted forms of the Common Mallow Plant, the 
Dandelion Plant, and tree root patterns, to create imaginative 
shapes and pathways. 

Construction is anticipated to begin in late summer of 2025. 

 
 

More information about Tempe Public Art  
tempe.gov/PublicArt 

http://www.tempe.gov/publicart


Tempe History Museum  

April 2025 

 
RECENT 
 

 
A traveling version of the Tempe History Museum exhibit Extending a Hand: César Chávez, an Arizona 

Connection has been installed at several events commemorating Chávez during the month of March. The 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation hosted it on March 16 as part of their Remembering the 

Legacy of César Chávez event. On March 28 it was part of the West Valley Foundation’s César Chávez 

Celebration of Education, Diversity & Scholarship Awards Dinner. And on March 29 it was displayed at 

the historic Santa Rita Center, the site of César Chávez’s 24-day Fast for Justice in 1972. This exhibit will 

continue to be available in the future to organizations interested in sharing his story and legacy. 
 

UPCOMING 
 

Tempe History Society Lunch Talks 
The History of Okemah, Tempe's African American Community by The 

Okemah Community Historical Foundation 

Wednesday, April 9 | 11:30 a.m. | INFO 

Okemah was a once-vibrant African American community in southeast Phoenix, 

from Broadway Rd. to the Salt River bottom, and from 32nd St. to 48th St. 

Growth in Okemah began around 1910 but decline started in the early 1960s 

when the neighborhood was bisected by the I-10 freeway, and the area was 

zoned for industrial development, driving families away. By the mid-1990s, 

nearly all of Okemah’s residents were gone. Today, the Okemah Foundation 

provides historical perspectives of the people, community infrastructure, and 

lifestyle that folks enjoyed when Okemah was a place called home.   

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/lunch-talks


 
AAAC Book Club  

Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community? by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Wednesday, April 30 | 5 p.m. | Zoom | INFO 

Dr. Felicia Durden will lead the discussion for Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos 
or Community? by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This is the only session for this title.   
 
All participants are welcome to partake in this book club series that meets 
monthly via Zoom to discuss works written by Black authors. Email 
museum@tempe.gov to indicate your interest and receive the Zoom link.  

 

 
Performances at the Museum 
 
LOUD XIV - Goldwax Revival and Bad Cactus Brass  
Friday, April 11 | 7 p.m. | FREE | INFO  
Join us for a free, outdoor celebration of LOUD local bands. 
Tempe History Museum is thrilled to present two dynamic 
bands in one awesome evening. Goldwax Revival is a 
powerhouse soul band that delivers electrifying performances 
with tight grooves, dynamic horns, and heartfelt vocals. Their 
classic sound pays homage to the golden era of soul while 
bringing fresh energy to every stage they play. Bad 
Cactus Brass Band has been bringing joyful second line 
beats, unstoppable funk grooves, and New Orleans 
street jazz to the Phoenix metro since 2009. With 
trumpets, saxophone, trombones, sousaphone, 
marching drums, and plenty of singing and shouting, 
their stage show is a boisterous, high-energy party. 
Presented outdoors in the Museum Plaza - bring a lawn 
chair or a blanket for this free outdoor concert. 
 
Dry River Yacht Club  
Friday, May 2 | 7 p.m. | FREE | INFO  
Calling all Yacht Clubbers! Come sail the dry seas with 
your favorite local Tempe band Dry River Yacht Club at 
the Tempe History Museum. Celebrate almost 18 years 
of good music and positive vibes as they bring the 
unique instruments and raw talent to the Tempe 
Museum to play some of their greatest hits. This free 
event will be held in the museum’s Community Room.   
 
 
 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
mailto:museum@tempe.gov
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum


COLLECTIONS 
 
The museum recently received a collection of 
140 photographic slides that show the interior 
and exterior of the Hayden Flour Mill in the late 
1970s and early 1980s. These were donated by 
Bill Mitchell, who was a longtime employee of 
the mill. Even though the museum has many 
photos of the mill already, this collection is 
important because it shows employees at work 
and the milling equipment in operation. Much 
of this equipment is still in place at the mill site 
today, although in a state of disrepair. It is 
interesting and informative to see how the 
interior of the building looked during this time 
period.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
Tempe History Society Lunch Talks  

May 14 @ 11:30 a.m. | INFO 
Arizona's Indian Music by Dr. Richard Haefer 

 

Performances at the Museum  

May 23 @ 7 p.m. | INFO 
Calumet 

 
More information about Tempe History Museum: 
tempe.gov/Museum   

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/lunch-talks
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events


 

Tempe Community Arts  
April 2025 

Recap 

Free Art Friday: Under the Sea | INFO 

On Friday, March 28, the Community Arts team welcomed 725 
toddlers and their families to the Edna Vihel Arts center for Free Art 
Friday. Guests were invited “under the sea” to explore arts activities 
inspired by ocean life. Reaching the second highest attendance on 
record, this month’s event featured themed arts activities, a unique 
photo booth, live music by Tempe Playlist artist Haley Green and a 
special music and movement session with Emily Bruso of Natural 
Notes. Grown-ups could also purchase coffee from Blossom Brew.  

We give thanks to the Tempe Diablos for partially funding this 
program through their grant program!  
 

Tempe Playlist: Call for Musicians | INFO 

Call open through May 13, 2025 
 Musicians who live, work or play in Tempe are invited to apply for 
the opportunity to be included in the next edition of Tempe Playlist. 
The playlist captures the talents and sounds of the Valley and 
functions as a pre-qualified list of musicians who are eligible to 
perform at various Community Arts events including Tempe Jam. 
The list also connects musicians with event organizers, local 
businesses and other city departments to increase local bookings 
and provide opportunities for music to thrive in Tempe. Selected 
artists will be placed on a published prequalified booking list, have 
one of their original songs added to the Tempe Playlist on Spotify, 
receive personalized marketing materials, and be promoted on 
Tempe’s website, social media and email lists.  
 

Arts in the Parks Returns! 
Events begin April 1 | INFO 
On Tuesday, April 1, the Arts in the Parks series returned to local Tempe 
parks. The spring season includes events in eight Tempe parks; Green, 
Meyer, Svob, Clark, Scudder, Optimist, Escalante and Daumler. This hyper-
local event series gives Tempe residents an opportunity to connect with 
their neighbors and local artists while expressing their creativity. Join us for 
live music, food trucks, arts activities and special performances by local 
dance companies! Mark your calendars for our next events: 

• Svob Park: Tuesday, April 8, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
• Clark Park: Tuesday, April 22, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
• Scudder Park: Wednesday, April 23, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
• Optimist Park: Wednesday, April 30, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
• Escalante Park: Tuesday, May 6, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
• Daumler Park: Wednesday, May 7, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/free-art-friday
https://www.tempediablos.org/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/tempe-playlist#ad-image-0
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/5xzLYd2sr4T1fICYlGphqm?si=Sv_dzg5IRJ-VJsLlH0EUlw
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/arts-in-the-parks


 

 

Upcoming 

Free Art Friday: Bumblebee Ball 
Friday, April 11 | 9 am - noon | Edna Vihel Arts Center | INFO 
Buzz into creativity at this final Free Art Friday of the season! Join all 
the busy bees to make your own insect art, take a photo in our 
larger-than-life photo booth and fly around the music room.  You 
and your little one will explore through sensory play, music and 
themed art projects ideal for kids ages 6 months to 5 years. Get 
hands-on as you use a variety of materials to learn and create 
together at this busy Free Art Friday! 

We give thanks to the Tempe Diablos for partially funding 
this program through their grant program!  

 

Music Under the Stars 
Friday, April 25 | 7:00 pm | Tempe Diablo Stadium | INFO 
Music Under the Stars is a unique celebration of music by high 
school students and professional musicians. Join us for this FREE 
event at Tempe Diablo Stadium provides the opportunity for Tempe 
musicians to play for the public in the open air. Music Under the 
Stars offers an inclusive community atmosphere in which everyone 
can enjoy live music free of charge. The program is a partnership 
between Community Arts, the Tempe Union High School District, the 
Arizona Wind Symphony, Tempe Winds and The Academy. 

 

 

Community Arts Grant Recipient Events 
Join the Community Arts team in supporting our grantees. 

• The Ladies; Open House performance: April 5 at Eisendrath House | INFO   
• Driftwood Quintet concert: April 19 at The Chill Room | INFO   
• Heart Heals AZ Showcase: April 17-18 at TCA | INFO   
• FABRIC; Behind the Seams: April 24 at FABRIC Tempe | INFO   
• AZ Flute Society Concert: April 26 at Tempe First United Methodist | INFO   
• Community Choir of Arizona concert: April 27 at Mission del Sol | INFO   
• Emerging Screenwriter Conference: May 2-4 at ASU Marston Theater | INFO    
• Asociación de Peruanos en Arizona: May 3 at Pyle Center | INFO   
• Tetra String Quartet concert: May 3 at Tempe History Museum | INFO  

 
 
 
More information about Tempe Community Arts   
tempe.gov/CommunityArts 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/free-art-friday
https://www.tempediablos.org/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/free-art-friday
https://www.wearetheladies.net/
https://www.driftwoodquintet.com/events
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/79454/5071?curm=4&cury=2025
https://fabricincubator.com/community/behind-the-seams/
https://www.arizonaflutesociety.org/events
https://communitychoirofarizona.com/
https://phoenixscreenwriters.org/screenwriters-conference-2025/
https://www.facebook.com/aspeaz.org
https://www.tetraquartet.org/events/cjr10nfecomgnu58jzsg3yfnrn5uwf-xc9rb-74kaa-pl6b4
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/-fsiteid-1


Tempe Center for the Arts 
April 2025 

 

GALLERY AT TCA 

The Return of the Force Exhibition 
through May 18 | INFO 
This newest showing of the exhibition focuses on the creative infl-
uences of Star Wars on contemporary Native artists and celebrates 
how these enduring stories and beloved characters from popular 
culture continue to resonate so strongly with Indigenous 
communities. 

 

The Gallery at TCA is honored to work alongside artist and guest 
curator, Duane Koyawena (Hopi/Tewa), to bring together a 
compelling group of artworks. They reflect the deep connections 
and parallels these artists see between their own traditional 
cultures and the global phenomenon of the Star Wars films 
franchise. 

 
Gallery Events 
May the 4th Be with You Family Art Workshop 
Sunday, May 4 | 10 am - 2 pm | INFO 
Join exhibiting artist and curator Duane Koyawena for an art 
making adventure that’s out of this galaxy. All ages will enjoy 
making mini artworks inspired by the droids and light sabers of 
the beloved Star Wars franchise. While you’re at the Gallery get 
your picture taken with an interactive HOPI R2 and see artworks 
by Indigenous artists who love the force as much as you. 
Image credit: "Hopi 8" by Duane Koyawena 

 

TCA PRESENTS 

iLuminate 
Friday, April 4 | 7 pm | INFO  
Enjoy an unforgettable night of dance, music, light, and laughter 
with iLuminate. This high-energy show has dazzled audiences 
worldwide and is now lighting up the stage at TCA for one night 
only. Alive with electrifying music, glowing visuals, and mind-
blowing choreography, this surreal world showcases thrilling 
routines and illusions that will ignite your imagination and 
awaken your senses. Don’t miss the chance to see iLuminate - the 
most fun you’ll ever have in the dark! 
 

https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/gallery/gallery-at-tca
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/gallery/gallery-at-tca
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/iluminate


 

48 LIVE: Celebration Guns 

Thursday, April 10 | 7:30 pm |  INFO 
Get ready for a high-energy night with Celebration Guns! 
Blending emo, indie rock, math rock, and alternative vibes, they’ll 
deliver catchy hooks, unexpected twists, and a mix of 
instruments—including bell kits and mandolins. This fun show 
lets you dive deep into their 12-year catalog, hear hidden gems 
live, and catch fresh tracks from their upcoming album. Whether 
you're a longtime fan or a first-time listener, you won’t want to 
miss it! 

 

The Paper Escaper 

Sunday, April 13 | 2 pm & 4 pm | INFO 

Prepare to be dazzled by incredible visuals and storytelling magic 

as only puppetry can deliver! Welcome to Terrapin Puppet 

Theatre’s The Paper Escaper – a whimsical, hands-on adventure 

where you are transported into a unique world of wonder. Here, 

movement, music, and exceptional puppetry captures hearts and 

imaginations and inspires audiences of all ages. Whether you’re 

cheering, laughing, or simply marveling, The Paper Escaper 

promises pure joy and unforgettable memories.  

 

OTHER UPCOMING APRIL EVENTS 

• Tiny Dances presented by CONDER/dance             Apr 4 

• El Puente Festival                Apr 5 

• Tempe Symphony Orchestra: Season Finale                           Apr 7 

• Hayden's Ferry Chamber Music Presents: Martin James Bartlett, Piano         Apr 13 

• Life in Motion                 Apr 17 & 18 

• ATC: Bob & Jean: A Love Story              Apr 19 – May 4 

• CaZo: 10 Year Anniversary - Remember When...An Old-Fashioned Love Story    Apr 24 -26 

• Desert Hills Piano Competition              Apr 27 

• Performance with a View: Studio of Cathal Breslin            Apr 29 
 

 

View the full TCA Event Calendar  

More information about Tempe Center for the Arts: 
tempecenterforthearts.com  

https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/48-live
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/paper-escaper
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/calendar
http://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/

