
 

Minutes of the Tempe Arts and Culture Commission (TACC) meeting recorded at 6:00pm on January 13, 
2025, held at Edna Vihel Arts Center. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Bryan Esparza 
Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier 
Haylee Mills – Vice-chair 
Lisa Roach 
Teresa Robinette 
Angela Russell 
Kendra Sollars 
Jennifer Song 
Jacqueline Swan – Chair 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: 
Andrea Hanley  
Will Lucht  
 

City Staff Present: 
Maja Aurora, Manager – Tempe Community Arts 
Joy Higgins, Management Assistant – Arts & Culture Division 
Craig Hayton, Director – Community Services 
 
Guest(s) Present: 
Rob Moore 
Lynn Trimble 

Call to Order 

• Jacqueline Swan, TACC Chair, called the TACC meeting to order at 6:07 pm. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 

• None 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Approval of the December 9, 2024 Arts & Culture Commission Minutes  
J. Swan asked the commissioners to review an unapproved TACC minutes document dated December 9, 
2024. 

MOTION: Haylee Mills moved to approve the December 9, 2024 Tempe Arts and Culture 
Commission Meeting Minutes with edits. 

SECOND: Kevin Godrey-Chevalier seconded 
AYES: Bryan Esparza, Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier, Haylee Mills, Lisa Roach, Theresa Robinette, 

Angel Russell, Kendra Sollars, Jennifer Song, Jacqueline Swan 
ABSTAIN:  None 
NAYS: None 
RESULT: Motion passed with a 9-0 vote  
ABSENT: Andrea Hanley, Will Lucht 

 
Agenda Item 3 – Introductions: Welcome New Members 

• Round robin self-introduction of all in attendance.  
 
Agenda Item 4 – Update: Arts + Culture Awards 

• Joy Higgins, Management Assistant for Arts & Culture, gave an update on the Tempe Arts & Culture 
Awards.  
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o Brief overview of the origination and purpose of the awards 
o Nomination is open on Submittable, deadline to nominate is February 12, 2025.  
o A selection panel will be gathered of commissioners to view and select the 2025 awardees.  
o Awards will be distributed at the Neighborhood Celebration on Saturday, April 5, 9-11am. 

Commissioners are encouraged to attend! 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Tempe Open Streets Update 

• J. Swan provided information about Tempe Open Streets.  
o Inaugural Arts Festival for local artists and musicians 
o 30 artists/performers 
o Grassroots/DIY experience for the community to imagine what car free streets might feel like 
o Family Friendly 

 
Agenda Item 6 – Edna Viehl Arts Center Tour 

• Maja Aurora, Community Arts Manager, gave a tour of the facility and programs of the Edna Vihel Arts 
Center. Details included: 

o Description of programs facilitated by Community Arts Staff 
o The function of spaces within the facility 
o The adaptation of spaces in attempt to meet more needs of Community Arts staff and programs 
o Persistent challenges with the size, layout, age, and technical capabilities of the facility 

 
Agenda Item 7 – Danelle Plaza Update & Activation Opportunity 

• Rob Moore, Danelle Plaza Project Coordinator, discussed the following: 
o The role Danelle Plaza plays in the local arts and cultural community, the creative use of many 

spaces in the plaza, and the importance of preserving the heritage of the location.  
o The history of RFQ efforts for the city owned portion, design collaborations, gallery space 

expansions, and attempts at redevelopment.  
o How can commissioners help? Share hopes, ideas, advocacy and attendance.  
o Next exhibition is Cultivating Joy in the Rocket Space Gallery on Thursday, January 16, 2025. 

 
Agenda Item 8 – TACC Member Liaison Efforts 

• Lisa Roach: attended ASU Sandra Day O’Connor exhibit opening; served on Vibrant City Grant Panel.  

• Teresa Robinette: attended Rose parade in Los Angeles and Peterson Automotive Museum.  

• Jacqueline Swan: served on Pre-Qualified Artist List panel; went to Las Vegas to see Dita VonTees show; 
attended Red Floor Gallery exhibition; attended AFTA webinar.  

• Kevin Godfrey-Chevalier: visited Meow Wolf Gallery in Las Vegas; sat on Arts in the Parks Panel to help 
build a new vision for the programs; ASU’s Muriel Magenta passed away; invite to Open House at 
Eisendrath House for Yes And Productions show.  

 
Agenda Item 9 – Retreat Planning Discussion 

• Topics for discussion 
o Adaptive reuse of spaces 
o How to influence capital funding for Edna Vihel Arts Center 
o How to influence funding for a space for performing arts classes 
o Danelle Plaza advocacy 
o Formalizing relationships between TACC and ASU 
o Ways to advocate 
o Thoughts about Tempe’s identity and what role can TACC play to further that 
o Revisit Goals Activations 

• Time: 4-7 pm at TCA or THM 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:59 pm       
Prepared by: Joy Higgins  


