
 

Minutes of the Neighborhood Advisory Commission (NAC) Meeting held on Wednesday, 
August 14, 2024, hybrid meeting with in-person attendance option along with virtual 
component option via Microsoft Teams platform 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: Brandon Abrahams, Lane Carraway, Martha Carter, Jan Doughty, Jana 
Lynn Granillo, Gabe Hagen, John Kozel, Kriste Melcher, Nancy Puffer, Joel Stern, Suri Wall, 
Duane Washkowiak, Brittney Wong 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: Stacy Novis 
 
City Staff: Elizabeth Thomas, Neighborhood Services Specialist; Shauna Warner, Neighborhood 
Services Manager; Keith Burke, Deputy City Manager; Ryan Levesque, Community Development 
Director – Planning; Lucas Jensen, Planner II/Community Development; Ambika Adhikari/Principal 
Planner and Jacob Payne, Sr. Planner/Community Development 
 
Guests: Paul Quinn, Co-founder/Keep Tempe Beautiful; Anne Till 
  
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. by Chair Stern 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Comment 
Resident Anne Till spoke regarding the high number of vehicles parked on neighborhood streets 
and insufficient parking creating challenges and safety issues for two-way traffic.  She suggested 
that even though the State is not mandating any additional parking for ADUs, Tempe could draft 
ordinance language requiring ADUs to provide some additional parking and impacted 
neighborhoods could also have the potential to implement street parking permits to further combat 
challenges.    
 
Agenda Item 3 – Review and approval of meeting minutes: April 3, 2024 NAC Meeting 
Motion: Vice Chair Hagen made a motion to approve both the May 1, 2024 minutes and the June 
5, 2024 minutes of the joint meeting with Sustainability and Resilience Commission as presented.  
 
Second: Commissioner Washkowiak seconded the motion  
 
Result: Minutes were approved by a unanimous vote of those in attendance, 13 - 0 
 
Commission Member Ayes: Brandon Abrahams, Lane Carraway, Martha Carter, Jan Doughty, 
Jana Lynn Granillo, Gabe Hagen, John Kozel, Kriste Melcher, Nancy Puffer, Joel Stern, Suri Wall, 
Duane Washkowiak, Brittney Wong 
 
Absent: Stacy Novis  
 
Agenda Item 4 – Team Building Exercise  
Members played the two truths and a lie ice breaker. 
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Paul Quinn, Co-founder and Board President of Keep Tempe Beautiful, shared this non-profit’s 
vision of keeping Tempe a vibrant city where each neighborhood is a healthy, beautiful place to 
live, work and play.  
 
Keep Tempe Beautiful seeks to inspire individuals and organizations through: 
 Leadership 
 Active partnerships 
 Volunteer experiences 
 Meaningful education 

 
Paul described Keep Tempe Beautiful’s three key initiatives – end littering (cigarette butts are 
common), improve recycling and beautify our community.  Actions volunteers can be part of 
include work on sustainable community gardens like Clark Park, tree plantings (trees are provided 
through company sponsorships and the City Arborist helps with tree type selection), graffiti 
abatement and alley cleanups with neighborhoods. A new community engagement initiative being 
prioritized is greater education on the importance of recycling with students grades K – 5.    
 
Paul noted that they have a scale that weighs everything informing pounds of trash collected at 
each site.  Keep Tempe Beautiful will provide all of the tools and resources for neighborhood 
leaders wanting to organize a clean up for their neighborhood, they just need to engage their 
residents to participate.  
 
Regular monthly parks clean ups are hosted. The full schedule of events and sign up tab is located 
at http://keeptempebeautiful.org/event/  Chair Stern expressed his desire to have NAC members 
join together in a clean up in Fall when the weather is cooler.  He will provide a couple dates to 
choose from later. 

 
Agenda Item 6 – Proposed Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) DRAFT ADU Ordinance 
On May 21,2024 the Arizona State Legislature adopted House Bill 2720 requiring municipalities 
with a population of 75,000 or more to adopt regulations that permit accessory dwelling units on all 
lots where single-family dwellings are allowed by January 1, 2025.   
 
Tempe’s proposed text amendment is intended to meet the requirements of HB2720 while 
providing affordable housing options, extra income opportunities for homeowners and facilitating 
multi-generational living.  Two rounds of public input took place from October 2023 through May 
2024, along with staff research on pre-approved ADU plans, helping to inform the draft text.   
 
Ryan emphasized that many of the details of the ordinance that the city was considering during 
public outreach are now dictated by State Law.  House Bill 2720 includes requirements for the 
minimum number and maximum size of ADUs.  Municipalities are also prohibited from: prohibiting 
use of an ADU as a short-term rental, requiring additional parking, public street improvements, 
architectural compatibility with the existing structure, rear and side setbacks no more than five (5) 
feet, and other limitations. 
 
There are 233 total parcels, single-family lots 1 acre or larger size, 16 of them are north of US 60 
with the remainder south of US 60. Sizes of 500 to 800 square feet are typical and the majority of 
the lots are AG zoned with scattered parcels here and there. The following state requirements are 
included in the draft ordinance: 
 Must allow at least one (1) attached, AND one (1) detached ADU where single-family 

dwellings are a permitted use. 
 Must allow one (1) additional ADU on lots 1 acre or more as a “restricted affordable unit” 

(household earning 80% or less of AMI). 
 Must allow 1,00 square feet ADU or 75% of the gross floor area of the single family dwelling 

– whichever is less. 
 

http://keeptempebeautiful.org/event/


 

Member questions and comments included: 
?: What about a library of pre-approved plans? 
A: Staff reviewed what some other cities are doing and is continuing to research this topic.  Costs 
for plans ran from $500-$1,200.  Los Angeles offers paid for free plans to residents but they would 
still need site plans and green code prototypes.   
 
?: Will pre-approved plans result in cost and time savings? 
A: Yes, certain plans with certain parameters could mean time and money savings. 
 
?: So HOAs can be more restrictive of ADUs if they desire? 
A: Yes.  It’s important to find out other restrictions and limitations of your HOA.  Some will require 
these projects run through their HOA Design Review Process. 
 
Comment: if in vicinity of the state airport, those areas have some differences and present some 
opportunities for the city to do something different… 
A: ADUs should be treated as you would a single family dwelling, cannot impose restrictions that 
are more restrictive than those for single-family dwellings with regard to height, setbacks, lot 
size/coverage or building frontage.  Agreed that neighborhoods like East Rio, Riverside and Sunset 
could have some nuances. 
 
Comment: Talk to me more about accessing ADU through alley or side gate. 
A: There are some sub-standard alleys and some narrow alleys, traffic and direction of traffic in 
alley would be a concern.  Planning staff is working collaboratively with Transportation staff to 
strategize about how best to address those issues. 
 
Comment: I’m concerned about blocking the alley with parking. Neighbor rents out pool house to 
students. 
A: Working with PD.  No loitering will be allowed, must be a reason why person is there. 
 
?: What about pre-fab tiny homes? 
A: Must have permanent foundation and some type of cooking facility. 
 
?: How will you track numbers for occupancy? 
A: Occupancy allowances, Certificate for occupancy, can respond to complaints. 
 
?: How is a long term rental defined? 
A: Over 30 days. 
 
?: How will you address LLC as owner or Revocable Trusts? 
A: One owner must reside on property or an owner must reside onsite for 3 years?  Ryan agreed to 
get clarification. 
 
Motion: Vice Chair Hagen made a motion for NAC to prepare a simple letter of support for the 
direction staff is going in with the caveat of staff clarifying legal ownership as it pertains to 
occupancy onsite residential requirements.   
 
Second: Commissioner Melcher 
 
Result: Motion was approved by a unanimous vote of those in attendance, 13 - 0 
 
Commission Member Ayes: Brandon Abrahams, Lane Carraway, Martha Carter, Jan Doughty, 
Jana Lynn Granillo, Gabe Hagen, John Kozel, Kriste Melcher, Nancy Puffer, Joel Stern, Suri Wall, 
Duane Washkowiak, Brittney Wong 
 
Absent: Stacy Novis  



 

 
Agenda Item 7 – DRAFT Southwest Tempe Character Area 6 Plan Overview 
Character Areas feature common design, land use and commercial characteristics distinct from 
neighboring areas.  Six of eight Character Areas have been completed resulting in plans which are 
policy documents rather than regulatory and serve as reference for reviewing development 
proposals and help to guide the community’s long-term plans.  
 
Character Area 6 encompasses a 6.21 square mile area with 0.12 miles of county islands.  Close 
proximity to I10 is both a benefit and a challenge.  Made up of 12,630 housing units, 30% are 
owner occupied and 70% are rentals.  This area includes the Arizona Cardinals training facility and 
headquarters, Autoplex/multiple car dealerships, IKEA, Costco, Arizona Mills, canals and multi-use 
paths, Tempe Sports complex and a Salt River Project Generating Station.  
A few of the common themes heard during public involvement: 

• Aging in place and volunteer opportunities for seniors 
• Improvements to sidewalks and crossings 
• More multi-use path signage and canal-oriented design 
• Housing affordability and opportunities for entry-level home ownership 
• More art 
• Heat mitigation strategies (shade, bus shelters) 

 
Next steps for the plan include additional presentations to select commissions with a September 10 
Hearing for recommendation from the Development Review Commission and an anticipated 
October 1, 2024 Hearing date for Council Adoption.  See also tempe.gov/CharacterAreas 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Neighborhood Awards Application and Criteria Refinement and 
Neighborhood Celebration Event Planning 
Chair Stern emphasized his preference for year-round submissions providing the ability to 
nominate more in the moment.  Commissioner Kozel expressed concern if a member is a 
nominator and later changes their mind about a submitted nomination.  Year-round nominations 
would not prevent members from doing so prior to the review meeting packet being prepared.  
Staff affirmed that even with year-round nominations, there would still need to be an established 
cut-off date allowing sufficient time for document preparation and for member review of the packet.  
 
Members discussed if any changes to the nomination criteria were needed.  Members agreed that 
current members can nominate but should not be eligible for individual awards like Neighbor of the 
Year or for Business of the Year if a business owner.  However, there was additional discussion 
and general agreement that discretion should continue to be used as NAC members are often 
involved in their neighborhoods as well as various community and non-profit leadership positions.  
Awards criteria should highlight preference for events hosted in Tempe, businesses operating in 
Tempe and non-profits serving in Tempe. Consideration of limiting word count for nomination 
narratives or for numbers of attachments was also mentioned.     
 
Member suggested additions to the Neighborhood Celebration event: 

• T-shirts 
• More food 
• Food trucks 
• Face painters 
• Balloon artists 
• More stuff for people not getting awards and without kids 
• Marcos Mariachi Band 
• Battle of the high school bands 
• Invite Sparky 
• Special invite for Kiwanis Park NA – event neighbors 

 



 

Members inquired if there were any limitations as to types of businesses that could be potential 
sponsors.  Keith Burke agreed to follow up with City Attorney’s office regarding criteria.  There was 
general agreement that a flier with two to three sponsorship levels and accompanying benefits of 
each could be prepared by city for members to use to solicit event sponsorships for specific event 
additions.  Similar sponsors (i.e. realtors or mortgage companies) could be considered on a first 
come, first served basis.     
 
Agenda Item 9 – Fall 2024 Neighborhood Workshop 
Vice Chair Hagen requested that all members make an effort to attend the Saturday, September 
14 Neighborhood Idea Exchange Workshop at Tempe History Museum.  Like last year’s inaugural 
event, the vibe will be welcoming and informal with encouragement for participants to share tips for 
successful event planning, hosting unique gatherings and engaging meetings and connecting with 
others. 
 
Agenda Item 10 – Progress on 2024 Commission Goals and Priorities 
Due to meeting time constraints, this item was not discussed and will be placed on the September 
meeting agenda. 
 
Agenda Item 11 – Discussion and identification of 2025 Commission Goals and Priorities 
Due to meeting time constraints, this item was not discussed and will be placed on the September 
meeting agenda. 
 
Agenda Item 12 – Proposed Future Agenda Items  
None were shared.  Members were reminded they can email staff if they later think of any to be 
considered by the Chair. 
 
Agenda Item 13 – Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: Elizabeth Thomas 
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