
 

Minutes of the Neighborhood Advisory Commission (NAC) Meeting held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 4, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. as a hybrid meeting with in-person attendance option along with 
virtual component option via Microsoft Teams platform 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: Lane Carraway, Jan Doughty, Jana Lynn Granillo, Gabe Hagen, John 
Kozel, Nancy Puffer, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Suri Wall, Duane Washkowiak, Brittney Wong  
 
(MEMBERS) Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Ray Devine, Kriste Melcher 
 
City Staff: Shauna Warner, Neighborhood Services Manager; Elizabeth Thomas, Neighborhood 
Services Specialist; Keith Burke, Deputy City Manager; Rebecca Rothman, Public Art Manager 
 
Guests: None. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:32 p.m. by Chair Stern 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Comment 
None. 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Review and approval of meeting minutes: Nov. 6, 2024 NAC Meeting 
 
Motion: Commissioner Carraway made a motion to approve the Nov. 6, 2024 minutes as 
presented.   
 
Second: Vice Chair Hagen seconded the motion. 
 
Result: The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 10 ayes 
 
Commission Member Ayes:  Lane Carraway, Jan Doughty, Jana Lynn Granillo, Gabe Hagen, 
John Kozel, Nancy Puffer, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Duane Washkowiak, Brittney Wong  
 
Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Ray Devine, Kriste Melcher, Suri Wall (joined meeting at 5:47 p.m.) 
 
Agenda Item 4 – Tempe Public Art Plan Presentation 
Tempe Public Art works to foster a unique community identity advancing Tempe as a vibrant and 
progressive destination. Tempe's diverse collection of permanent and temporary public art 
complements the natural and built environment through innovative place-making, installations and 
infrastructure enhancements to streetscapes, facilities, parks and neighborhoods for residents and 
visitors alike to experience and enjoy. 

Tempe Public Art is managing 15 public art projects this fiscal year while overseeing 130 complete 
works of art and 196 portable works of art.  Staff also coordinates the prequalified Artist List used 
as a resource for public art commissions, Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grant projects, Art in 
Private Development and more.  
In addition to Tempe Public Art, the Tempe Arts and Culture Division is composed of: 
 Tempe History Museum – Providing exhibits, archives, performances, and events for all 

ages centered on Tempe history and place and management of historic properties. 
 Tempe Center for the Arts (TCA) – Featuring galleries, performing and visual arts, 

engagement, and diverse events like the November 30 Native Holiday Market by OXDX 
with art, jewelry, apparel, crafts and home goods. 
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 Tempe Community Arts – Management of Edna Arts Center, classes, residencies, arts 
grants, special events, performance and visual arts offerings, engagement, and Arts in 
Parks programming. 

 
Public Art staff is now working with the award-winning firm of Designing Local to craft a Public Art 
Plan for the City of Tempe.  Designing Local brings a decade of experience helping communities 
create beautiful functional places that engage and inspire.  Consultants focus on robust community 
outreach, active listening, and meeting people where they are incorporating design, art, culture, 
history, and storytelling into Public Art Plan recommendations.  
 
This Plan will help provide a more comprehensive and strategic outline for the future of public art 
planning in Tempe, identifying potential future locations for public art and establishing guidelines 
for selecting and commissioning artwork.  Attention will be paid to strong areas to build upon as 
well as weaker areas that may need bolstering. Attention to the diversity of the collection including 
equity and access is a consideration in this planning process.   
 
NAC members were encouraged to take the online survey at www.tempe.gov/forum through 
January 31, 2025 and to share this opportunity to provide input with others.   
 
Member comments and questions: 
 
Q: What is the status of the desert mesquite/palo verde tree art installation on Hardy Drive that was 
struck by a vehicle months ago? 
 
A: Public Art staff is working with Risk Management, the original artist and fabricator to mitigate 
and best address this situation. Unfortunately, the artwork is beyond repair. Timeframe for a design 
of a new installation is hoped to begin sometime in Spring of 2025. As part of this effort, there will 
likely be some additional refresh efforts such as to the metal flowers located on the bus shelters 
along Hardy.   
 
I want to see public art in the form of a signature piece at Tempe Town Lake. This would provide a 
stellar attraction. Local businesses may be willing to contribute. (The Bean in Chicago and 
sculpture artwork in Puerta Vallarta, Mexico were noted examples) 
 
Q: Does the plan include art in Danelle Plaza: 
A: Public Art staff is aware of the artwork at Danelle and has worked with many of the artists 
showcased at the site. As a privately owned site, it is not an area that is curated or commissioned 
through the Public Art office however the city is aware of its place within the arts and the consultant 
has visited the site in their research and planning. 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Final Review and Approval of Draft 2024 Annual Report 
Members briefly discussed the Annual Report contents including the confirmed three overarching 
goals for 2025.  There was general agreement that specific actions and implementation measures 
can be further discussed and defined throughout the new year. Staff will add members December 
meeting attendance and submit to City Clerk.  
 
Motion: Commissioner Carraway made a motion to approve the 2024 Annual Report    
 
Second: Commissioner Novis seconded the motion 
 
Result: The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 11 ayes 
 
Commission Member Ayes:  Lane Carraway, Jan Doughty, Jana Lynn Granillo, Gabe Hagen, 
John Kozel, Nancy Puffer, Stacy Novis, Joel Stern, Suri Wall, Duane Washkowiak, Brittney Wong  
 
Absent: Brandon Abrahams, Ray Devine, Kriste Melcher 
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Agenda Item 6 – Fall 2024 Neighborhood Workshop Wrap Up 
Members plan to build upon the success of the two prior workshops to craft and inform the next 
offering. The informal, inclusive and welcoming nature of the prior workshops was praised.   
 
Agenda Item 7 – 2025 Neighborhood Celebration Event Planning and Updates 
Staff shared that Salt River Project (SRP) has generously agreed to sponsor the first 
Neighborhood Celebration event t-shirts in addition to their overall event sponsorship. Members 
were encouraged to provide any design suggestions to staff. A number of members like the 
previous neighborhood map t-shirts received and suggested having a map in this design as well. 
Staff anticipates having some design options from Graphics to share by the Jan. 8 meeting or 
shortly thereafter. 
 
Staff is also working with Arts and Culture regarding Neighborhood Awards certificates being 
framed in a similar colorful and artistic manner. Budget permitting, this may be implemented across 
all categories for consistency and further branding of this unique event.   
 
Agenda Item 8 – Recognition of Outgoing Commission Members 
Chair Stern and Vice Chair Hagen praised the welcoming nature, dedicated service and passion 
for community of Commissioners Martha Carter, Jana Lynn Granillo and Nancy Puffer. Fellow NAC 
members and staff also appreciated their special commission contributions. All will be missed. 
 
Agenda Item 9 – Nominations for Chair and Vice Chair 
Chair Stern and Vice Chair Hagen both shared that expanding work obligations and other 
commitments prevent them from wanting to be considered for leadership roles in 2025. They each 
emphasized they plan to remain on the commission. Chair Stern nominated Brittney Wong as 
Chair and John Kozel as Vice Chair. Additional nominations, if any, will be taken at the Jan. 8 
meeting and an election for each position will then be held.    
 
Agenda Item 10 - Proposed Future Agenda Items  
Staff provided a brief overview of January through March 2025 planned meeting agenda items 
noting due to timing considerations they are all firm and the prior list of suggested future agenda 
items was addressed.   
 
The April 2 meeting falls only three days prior to the April 5 Neighborhood Celebration event so 
may end up being cancelled. Meetings after April will provide more opportunities for future agenda 
items recommendations for consideration from members.  
 
Agenda Item 11 – Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:23 p.m. 
 
Prepared by: Elizabeth Thomas 
 
Reviewed by: Shauna Warner 
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