
 

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA  

 

TEMPE ARTS & CULTURE COMMISSION 
February 10, 2024 

4:00-7:00 pm  
 

Tempe Public Library 
Ironwood Room (Main Floor) 
3500 S. Rural Road, 85282 

 
 

Public comment requests for any item on the agenda must be emailed to joy_higgins@tempe.gov prior 
to the start of the meeting. 
 

Annual Retreat 
 

Call to Order 
1. Public Appearances: The Arts & Culture Commission welcomes public comment for items listed on 

this agenda. There is a three-minute time limit per individual. Anyone wishing to agendize an item 
for an upcoming meeting should utilize the Public Appearances for consideration. 

2. Introductions: Commissioners and Staff 

3. Meal Service 

4. Video: Open Meeting Law 

5. Activity: Art Project 

6. Discussion: Goals 

7. Discussion: Calendar Review 

Adjournment 

 
Next Meeting: March 10, 2025 
 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Arts & Culture Commission may only discuss matters listed on 
the agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  
With 72 hours advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired 
persons. Please call 350-4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a 
public meeting. 

 

mailto:joy_higgins@tempe.gov


Tempe Arts & Culture Finances  
February 2025 
 
Operating and capital budget proposals for fiscal year 2026 have been submitted.  
 
 

CURRENT YEAR EXPENSES 
 
Operating expenses by cost center (workgroup) for January are below. CIP, contingency, and TCA roof 
debt service annual payment are not included. Please note that these are draft figures.  
 

Cost Centers Budget Expense  % Expended 

3741 Arts and Culture Admin  $     654,257.00   $     382,770.58  59% 

3742 Arts and Culture Marketing  $           665,506   $     206,349.12  31% 

3760 Tempe Center for the Arts  $  7,091,696.00   $  3,606,632.58  51% 

3781 Museum & Historic Houses  $  1,588,886.00   $     725,968.08  46% 

3785 Community Arts Engagement  $  1,710,370.00   $  1,005,735.86  59% 

Grand Total  $     11,710,715   $        5,927,456  51% 

 
 

CURRENT YEAR REVENUES 
Revenues by cost center (workgroup) for January are below. Tax revenues are recorded a month after 
they are earned. Please note that these are draft figures and the December tax revenues have not yet 
been processed. 
 

Cost Centers Revenue Estimate Recognized Revenue % Target 

3741 Arts & Culture Tax/Interest  $    12,540,427.00   $            4,971,126.88  40% 

3761 TCA Earned Revenue  $          483,500.00   $                288,407.42  60% 

3781 Museum & Historic Houses  $             74,500.00   $                  47,272.54  63% 

3785 Community Arts Engagement  $          140,000.00   $                107,335.17  77% 

Grand Total  $          13,238,427   $                  5,414,142  41% 

 
 
More information about Arts & Culture Finances 
kara_osburn@tempe.gov 
 

mailto:kara_osburn@tempe.gov


Tempe History Museum  

February 2025 

 
UPCOMING 
 

AAAC Community Chats  

The Six Triple Eight Film Screening 
Tuesday, Feb. 11 | 5:30 p.m.   
Museum Community Room | FREE | INFO 
Join the AAAC for a special screening of a movie inspired by the first and only 

Women’s Army Corps unit of color to serve overseas in WWII. Given an 

extraordinary mission and united in their determination, these unsung heroes 

delivered hope and shattered barriers.  

 

 
Tempe History Society Lunch Talks 
Arizona’s African American Barbers by Dallas Teat 

Wednesday, Feb. 12 | 11:30 a.m. | INFO 

The history of Southwestern African American barbers is a complex spiderweb of 

interesting stories and facts having origins in Arizona’s territorial days. Presently, 

some in the African American community fear the cultural influence and social 

atmosphere of the Black Barbershop has begun to fade. The documentary ‘Arizona’s 

African American Barbers’ examines the intricate relationship between barbers and 

the surrounding communities. 

 

Fifteen years ago, Dallas interviewed six of Phoenix's oldest and most iconic African 

American barbers, at that time, to ask how they saw their role within the 

community. Dallas has interviewed barbers throughout Arizona. In 2023 the Arizona 

Commission for the Arts awarded Dallas a grant to continue his research.  

 

 
Elias-Rodriguez Drop-In Self-Guided Tour  
Saturday, Feb. 15 | 11 a.m.-2 p.m.| INFO  
927 E. 8th Street, Tempe 85281 
Drop by to experience this enchanting historic home and appreciate 

Tempe’s Mexican heritage. Free admission, no registration 

necessary. Parking is limited so carpooling is encouraged.   

 

 

 

 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/lunch-talks
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/historic-houses/self-guided-open-houses


 

AAAC Book Club  

Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community? by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
Wednesday, Feb. 26 | 5 p.m. | Zoom | INFO 
Dr. Felicia Durden will lead the discussion for Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or 
Community? by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This is the only session for this title.   
 
All participants are welcome to partake in this book club series that meets monthly 
via Zoom to discuss works written by Black authors. Email museum@tempe.gov to 
indicate your interest and receive the Zoom link.  

 
Performances at the Museum 
The Psychedelephants Play HAZEL 
Friday, Feb. 28 | 7 p.m.  
Museum Community Room | FREE | INFO  
The Psychedelephants bring 60s spy rock to Tempe with a 
performance of their third full length album, HAZEL: A Graphic 
Novel Soundtrack, in its entirety. Lead singer Paul Balazs' comic 
book, HAZEL, has been turned into a projected movie that will play 
in sync with the live band in real-time. Joining The 
Psychedelephants will be a four-piece horn section and extra 
percussion.  

 

EXHIBITS 
 

Community Room Gallery 

Memories of a Refugee by Victor Caldee 
On display through March 1 | Museum Community Room 
Victor Caldee is a Cuban-born painter, muralist, caricaturist, and 
musician. In 1994, he built a small raft and sailed to Florida with 19 
other people, seeking asylum in the U.S. The raft was intercepted on 
the high seas where eventually he and the other travelers were 
assigned as refugees to the naval base in Guantanamo. 
 
During his stay in the refugee camps in Gitmo (Guantanamo), Victor 
and other artists developed a strong movement of denunciation of 
the conditions in the refugee camps and the political situation in Cuba. They began producing related graphic 
work, paintings, photographs, caricatures, including work in newsprint and radio. In 1997, Victor and other 
refugees were provided with an opportunity to enter the U.S. Since then, Victor moved to Arizona and worked in 
developing his own business, including founding of a newspaper, an art gallery, a radio program, and he is 
currently leading a Cuban music band. Victor has been collaborating with other cultural initiatives both locally 
and nationally.  
 

 
 

What is Happening by Victor Caldee 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/african-american-advisory-committee-aaac#ad-image-0
mailto:museum@tempe.gov
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum


COLLECTIONS 
 
City of Tempe Risk Management recently donated to the museum the flashing emergency beacon that 
for decades topped the communication towers that were once on Tempe Butte. The beacon was a 
requirement from the Federal Aviation Administration to alert passing aircraft to the highest point in 
Tempe. It was removed in 2018 along with the communication tower and associated structures, which 
were long since obsolete. By then, the West Sixth building was complete and became the highest point 
in the city, so the butte was no longer required to have the flashing beacon. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 

Saturday, March 1 - Performances at the Museum 
Azure Family Concert with Tetra String Quartet Featuring Dominique Holley, Bass Clarinet  
3 p.m. | INFO 

 
Thursday, March 6 – Community Room Exhibit Reception 
Past, Present, and Future by Tempe Artists Guild (TAG)  
5-7 p.m. | INFO 

 
 
More information about Tempe History Museum 
tempe.gov/Museum   

Beacon Communication tower on Tempe Butte 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events/performances-at-the-museum
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/exhibits/community-room-gallery
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/tempe-history-museum/events


Tempe Center for the Arts 
February 2025 

 

GALLERY AT TCA 
 

The Return of the Force Exhibition 
January 18 – May 18 | INFO 
 
This newest showing of the exhibition focuses on the creative  
influences of Star Wars on contemporary Native artists and 
celebrates how these enduring stories and beloved characters from 
popular culture continue to resonate so strongly with Indigenous 
communities. 
 
The Gallery at TCA is honored to work alongside artist and guest 
curator, Duane Koyawena (Hopi/Tewa), to bring together a 
compelling group of artworks. They reflect the deep connections 
and parallels these artists see between their own traditional 
cultures and the global phenomenon of the Star Wars films 
franchise. 
 

 
 

 
TCA PRESENTS 

 

Syndee Winters Sings Lena Horne 

Friday, February 14 | 7:30 pm | INFO 
 
Celebrate this Valentine’s Day with an unforgettable 
evening of music as Syndee Winters pays tribute to the 
legendary Lena Horne. A powerhouse vocalist with a 
rich, soulful sound, Syndee brings to life the timeless 
songs that made Lena Horne a true icon. From sultry jazz 
standards like Stormy Weather to empowering ballads 
like Believe in Yourself, you’ll be transported to an era of 
sophistication and charm. 

 

https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/gallery/gallery-at-tca
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/syndee-winters-sings-lena-horne


48 LIVE: Malcom X - As Others Knew Him 
Friday, February 21 | 7:00 pm | INFO 
Step into History and unlock a deeper understanding of 
the Civil Rights Movement with the Malcolm X Readers 
Theater. This new play reading is an interactive, thought-
provoking experience that brings the story of this 
legendary leader to life from those who knew him 
intimately. 

Don’t just read about history, experience it for yourself! 
 

iLuminate 
Friday, April 4 | 7:00 pm | INFO  

Enjoy an unforgettable night of dance, music, light, and 
laughter with iLuminate. This high-energy show has 
dazzled audiences worldwide and is now lighting up the 
stage at TCA for one night only. Alive with electrifying 
music, glowing visuals, and mind-blowing choreography, 
this surreal world showcases thrilling routines and 
illusions that will ignite your imagination and awaken 
your senses. Don’t miss the chance to see iLuminate - 
the most fun you’ll ever have in the dark! 
 

OTHER UPCOMING FEBRUARY EVENTS 

• The Bridge Initiative: Crooked Shadows     through Feb 5 

• The Bridge Initiative: Tiny Beautiful Things      through Feb 7 

• Arizona Wind Symphony: May I Have This Dance?       Feb 6 

• AAAC Presents the Faith in Action Prayer Breakfast       Feb 7 

• Tempe Symphony Orchestra: Winter Concert       Feb 10 

• ART Tempe Public Reception          Feb 12 

• Love & Marriage: A Valentine's Event        Feb 14 

• Stray Cat Theatre: Fetal                       Feb 14 – Mar 1 

• Performance with a View: ASU Trombone Studio Recital      Feb 18 

• ATC: Blues in the Night                  Feb 22 – Mar 9 

• Hayden's Ferry Chamber Music Presents: Harp and Violin      Feb 23 
 

View the full TCA Event Calendar  

More information about Tempe Center for the Arts 
tempecenterforthearts.com  

https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/48-live
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/tca-presents/iluminate
https://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/events/calendar
http://www.tempecenterforthearts.com/


Tempe Public Art 

February 2025 

  
 

 
Artist List 
 

Prequalified Artist List for 2025  
The newly updated Tempe Public Art Pre-
qualified Artist List is ready for release. 
Available in both print and online, this 
resource hosts a list of artists who are 
qualified to work on private and public art 
projects in Tempe. The list was created 
through a competitive process and reviewed 
by stakeholders and professionals in the field 
of public art. This list is updated every 3 years 
to ensure that Tempe is providing a diverse 
group of talent for review.  

 
 
 
Recently Installed 
 
ADOT Pedestrian Bridge  
“City Fruit” 
I-10 and the Broadway Curve 
Artists coLAB Studio have been working with 

Broadway Curve design team since 2019 to 

help bring this artwork to fruition. City Fruit 

allows drivers to experience an unexpected 

artwork while also bringing a play of light, 

shadow, and color to pedestrians who use the 

bridges. It is anticipated that the overall 

project with the bridges will be completed 

this summer with access to the pedestrian 

areas. 

 
 
 



Fire Station 2 
3025 S. Hardy Street 
Just installed! 

Artist Kevin Berry’s memorial artwork for Fire Station 2 is now installed at the newly constructed Fire Station 2. 
The work is a larger-than-life metal sculpture that includes verbiage regarding the attributes of the firefighting 
profession to honor the dedication and sacrifices made in the line of duty. The artwork is back lit, allowing for 
both a significant presence during the night and daytime hours. 
Firefighter Tommy Ariaga passed away due to a work-related illness. The Fire Team and the new station have 
collaborated with Public Art to create a monumental artwork in his honor. It is anticipated there will be a 
dedication event in the spring – Details on the opening coming soon!  

 
Project Update 
 

Mill Avenue Underpass 

Artist Joe O'Connell + Creative Machines continue to work with the City of Tempe to create vibrant artworks for 
the Mill Avenue Underpass. An engineering assessment concluded that there would need to be significant 
repairs done to the wall prior to artwork install. These repairs are scheduled to begin this spring. The sculptural 
artworks are set to be installed following the completion of the wall repairs. 
 
The sculptural artworks will be installed as part of Phase 1 during the summer of 2025 to align with the school 
break and allow time for the wall repair. Phase 2 includes night lighting and will require further work to bring 
electrical power to the site. It is anticipated that Phase 2 will be another year out given the significant work a 
project of this size will require.  
 

More information about Tempe Public Art  
tempe.gov/PublicArt 

http://www.tempe.gov/publicart


 

Tempe Community Arts  
February 2025 

  

Recap 

Dance Tempe Showcase | INFO 

On January 14, 157 high school dance students and 
professional dance artists performed for an audience of 450 
people at the Tempe Center for the Arts. Special thanks to 
Council member Jennifer Adams, Council member Berdetta 
Hodge and Tempe Union High School District’s 
Superintendent Dr. Stacia Wilson for giving the welcome. 
Hosted by past resident artist Luis “Weezy” Egurrola, the 
performance premiered six pieces created by artists Evadney 
Saelens, Spencer Dennis and Trinity Gracia during their fall 
2024 high school dance residencies serving all six Tempe 
Union High schools. The showcase also featured additional 
pieces by each high school and the resident artists’ professional companies. The program aims to create a 
memorable and inspiring learning experience for students while also supporting professional, local artists in 
their career by providing a platform to inspire, share, and be heard. This program is run by Community Arts in 
partnership with Tempe Union High School District.  

 

Community Arts Grants Awarded| INFO 

In January, Tempe awarded six arts grants to nonprofit 
organizations in the second cycle of Vibrant City grants 
supporting cultural groups and artists collectives that present 
arts and culture programming in the city. The funding 
supports a wide variety of activities, from theatre groups to 
musical performances to inventive arts events in unexpected 
spaces. This funding helps to ignite creative vibrancy, support 
capacity building for local organizations and grow connections 
among the community. 

Congratulations to the following cycle 2 grant awardees: 

• Arizona Flute Society 

• Asociacion de Peruanos en Arizona 

• Community Choir of Arizona 

• Driftwood Quintet 

• Tempe Artist Guild 

• Wight Noise Dance Company 

  

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/dance-tempe-residencies-performance
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/arts-grants


 

Upcoming 

Free Art Friday: Friendship Party 
9 a.m. to noon | Friday, Feb. 14 | Edna Vihel Arts Center | INFO 

Celebrate friendship month with art activities meant for 
sharing. Bring your friends and make some new ones as you 
create, move and explore in this first Free Art Friday of the 
year. Meet our wonderful friendship fairies as they encourage 
acts of kindness with stickers and happy high fives. You and 
your little one will explore through sensory play, music and 
themed art projects ideal for kids ages 6 months to 5 years. 
Get hands-on as you use a variety of materials to learn and 
create together at this imaginative Free Art Friday! 

We give thanks to the Tempe Diablos for partially funding 
this program through their grant program!  
 

 

Edna Arts Spring Class Registration 
Opens Feb. 18 | INFO 

Registration for spring art classes opens Feb. 18 with offerings 

for people of all ages and skill levels. Dream big with limited 

space in Tiny Prints or try something new with familiar 

mediums in Abstract Drawing and Painting! Busy schedule? Try 

one of our exciting single-day workshops. Have a creative 

kiddo in your life? Explore messy masterpieces with your little 

one in a parent/child class or let them adventure on their own 

in an independent class. With 87 classes and workshops, there 

is something for everyone at Edna Arts! Register online or call 

our front desk (480-350-5287) to enroll! 

 

Community Arts Grant Recipient Events 
Join the Community Arts team in supporting our grantees. 

• FABRIC Tempe Presentation: Feb. 27 at FABRIC Tempe | INFO 

• Tetra String Quartet Performance: March 1 at Tempe History Museum | INFO 

• AZ Dance Film Fest: March 5-6 at Graduate Hotel | INFO 

 
 
 
More information about Tempe Community Arts   
tempe.gov/CommunityArts 

https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/free-art-friday
https://www.tempediablos.org/
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/community-recreation-centers/edna-vihel-arts-center/classes/-fsiteid-1
https://fabricincubator.com/community/events/
https://www.tetraquartet.org/events
https://halleywillcox.net/azdancefilmfest25
https://www.tempe.gov/government/community-services/arts-culture-history/community-arts/-fsiteid-1

