
 

 

 
 

 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 

 
Transportation Commission  

 MEETING DATE 
Tuesday, October 10, 2023 from 7:30 to 9 a.m. 
 
MEETING LOCATIONS 
 
WebEx 
https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/j.php?MTID=m412cddc6202a6a0c7b08241358887b28 
Join by phone +1-408-418-9388 United States Toll 

 
 

Access code:  2481 275 3961                                                                                                                                                            
Webinar password: nuWFedXb557 (68933392 from phones and video systems) 

AND 
 
In Person 
Tempe Transportation Center  
Don Cassano Community Room 
200 E. Fifth Street, 2nd floor 
Tempe, Arizona, 85281 
 

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER 
ACTION or 

INFORMATION 

1. Public Appearances 
The Transportation Commission welcomes public 
comment for items listed on this agenda. There is a 
three-minute time limit per citizen. 

 
Amanda Nelson, 

Commission Chair  

Information 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes   
The Commission will be asked to review and approve 
meeting minutes from the September 12, 2023 
meeting. 

Amanda Nelson, 
Commission Chair 

Action 

3. Annual Report 
Staff will present the 2023 annual report including 
Transportation Commission goals for 2024. 

Shelly Seyler, Engineering and 
Transportation Department 

  
 

Action 

4. Eighth Street Bike/Ped Project 
Staff will provide an update on the Eighth Street 
project.  
 

Chase Walman, Engineering and 
Transportation Department 

 

Information 

5. Department & Regional Transportation Updates  
Staff and commission members will provide 
information on relevant meetings and events. 

Engineering & Transportation 
Department Staff and 

Transportation Commissioners 

Information 

https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/j.php?MTID=m412cddc6202a6a0c7b08241358887b28


 

 

6. Future Agenda Items  
Commission may request future agenda items. 

Amanda Nelson, 
Commission Chair 

Information  

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Transportation Commission may only discuss matters listed on the 
agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 48 hours 
advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons. Please call 350-
4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting.  



 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Tempe Transportation Commission held on Tuesday, September 12, 2023 at 7:30 a.m. via 
Cisco Webex and at the Tempe Transportation Center located at 200 E. Fifth Street, Tempe AZ 85281. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Stevie Milne 
Dawn Hocking 
JC Porter  
Paul Hubbell  
James Dwyer 
Susan Conklu  
 
(MEMBERS) Absent:  
Alana Chavez Langdon  
Amanda Nelson 
Robert Miller 
Peter Schelstraete       

  Pam Goronkin  
  Brian Fellows 
  David King 
  David Sokolowski 
  Bobbie Cassano 
 
 
 

              
City Staff Present: 
Shelly Seyler, Interim Engineering & Transportation Director 
Sue Taaffe, Senior Management Assistant  
Cathy Hollow, City Traffic Engineer 
Shauna Warner, Neighborhood Program Manager 
Julian Dresang, Deputy Engineering & Transportation Director  
Eric Iwersen, Sustainability and Resilience Director 
Isaac Chavira, Interim Deputy Engineering & Transportation Director 
TaiAnna Yee, Public Information Officer 
Julie Hietter, Community Services Admin Manager 
Kim Hale, Commander 

Bonnie Richardson, Principal Planner 
Sam Stevenson, Transit Manager  
Chase Walman, Principal Planner 
Abel Gunn, Transportation Financial Analyst 
Lyle Begiebing, Transportation Planner 
Lindsay Post, Senior Transportation Planner 
Mayen Akpan, Neighborhood Services Specialist 
Keith Burke, Deputy City Manager 
Erin Kirkpatrick, Community Services Manager 
Mike Hayes, Lieutenant 

 
Guests Present:           
John Federico 
Ian McKinney  
Katie Boligitz          
 
Commission Vice Chair Dawn Hocking called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 
None 
 

  

Minutes 
City of Tempe Meeting of the Transportation Commission 

September 12, 2023 
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Agenda Item 2 – Minutes 
Dawn Hocking introduced the minutes of the August 8, 2023 meeting of the Transportation Commission and asked 
for a motion for approval. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Paul Hubble 
Second:  Commissioner Bobbie Cassano 
 
Decision:  Approved by Commissioners 
Stevie Milne 
Dawn Hocking  
Paul Hubbell  
James Dwyer 
Susan Conklu  
 
Abstained: JC Porter and Bobbie Cassano       

  Pam Goronkin  
  Brian Fellows 
  David King 
  David Sokolowski 
   
 
 
 

  
Agenda Item 3 – Mill Avenue Streetscape Project 
Eric Iwersen and Shelly Seyler presented information regarding the Mill Avenue Streetscape Project. Topics 
included: 

• Project Schedule 

• Overview 

• Hardscape/Sidewalk Concepts 

• Public Involvement Summary 

• Street Tree Concepts 
 
Discussion included recycled materials, electrical and irrigation infrastructure, trees, hardscapes, costs, transit stops 
and heat island effects.  Commissioners liked both concept 1 and 2 for the hardscape. Some Commissioners 
preferred 50% ficus trees and 50% other species while others preferred less than 50% ficus trees.  
 
Agenda Item 4 – Equity Study- Making Space 
Erin Kirkpatrick and Julie Hietter presented information about the Parks Equity Study. Topics included: 

• Overview 

• Existing Conditions 

• Draft StoryMaps 

• Next Steps 
 
Agenda Item 5 – Grade Separated Crossing at CCW & UPRR Project 
Chase Walman made a presentation about the Country Club Way Bicycle and Pedestrian Bridge over the Union 
Pacific Railroad. Topics included: 

• Overview 

• Proposed Designs 

• Existing Conditions 

• Next Steps 
 

Discussion included the two bike lane concepts, coordination with UPRR, path sweepers and minimizing bicycle and 
pedestrian conflicts.  
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Agenda Item 6 – Kyrene/Roosevelt/Farmer Bike Ped Project 
Lyle Begiebing made a presentation about the Kyrene/Roosevelt/Farmer Bike Ped Project. Topics included: 

• Overview 

• Proposed Improvements 

• Public Feedback 

• Next Steps 
 
Agenda Item 7 – Department & Regional Transportation Updates 
None 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Future Agenda Items 
The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the Commission or staff: 

• October 10 
o Annual Report  
o Eight Street Bike Ped Project  
o CIP Updates  

• November 14  
1. Annual Report  
2. Roundabouts – data on existing and future plans  
3. Western Canal (48th Street to I-10)  
4. Commission Business  

• December 12  

• January 9  
1. Commission Business 
2. Scooter Corrals in Downtown  
3. All Pedestrian Phase Signal Mill Avenue and Fifth Street  
4. Alameda Drive Streetscape Project (before and after)  

• February 13  
o CIP Updates  
o Prop 400 E  
o Traffic Bureau Update  
o Available public and ADA parking spaces in downtown  

• March 12  
o Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
o TMA/TDM, Personal Delivery Devices  
o College and University Underpass Project  

• April 9  
o Bike Hero  

• May 14  

• June 11  
o CIP Updates  
o Transportation Master Plan & Transportation Equity 

• July 9  

 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for October 10, 2023. The meeting was adjourned 8:39 a.m. 
 
Prepared by: Sue Taaffe 
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Reviewed by: Isaac Chavira 



MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Shelly Seyler, Deputy Engineering & Transportation Director 

DATE:  October 10, 2023 

SUBJECT: 2023 Transportation Commission Annual Report 

ITEM #:   3 

     

PURPOSE:  
To request that the Transportation Commission review the draft 2023 Transportation Commission Annual Report and discuss 

the proposed goals for 2024. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
To approve the 2023 Transportation Commission Annual Report pending the attendance of Commissioners at the October 
November and December meetings.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
To better serve the City Council and community on the work of Tempe’s various advisory boards and commissions, the City 

Manager asks staff to produce an annual report detailing the work of the board or commission to submit to the City Clerk by 

December of each year. The report features the membership, accomplishments, goals, attendance and the overall work of the 

City’s board and commission volunteers. The various reports are combined into one resource for City Council to review. If 

requested by the Mayor, board and commission chairs may present their annual report to the City Council during a Work 

Study Session. 

Prior to being submitted the annual report to the City Clerk, the text highlighted in yellow on Attachment 1 will be updated to 

reflect attendance at the October, November, and December meetings.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES: 
None 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Attachment 1: Annual Report 

• Attachment 2: PowerPoint 
 
 



 
 

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION  
2023 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

 

Description as Defined in Ordinance:   

The Transportation Commission shall have the following powers and duties: 

(1) To suggest to the Mayor and City Council qualified and interested persons eligible for appointment for commission 
vacancies; 

(2) To consult, through the chairman of the commission, with the Engineering and Transportation Department, as to the 
items to be included on the agenda of meetings of the commission prior to the preparation and distribution of the agenda 
by the Engineering and Transportation Department; 

(3) To prepare and submit an annual report to the City Manager and City Council including applicable Council 
committees; 

(4) To advise and make recommendations to the City Council and to assist city departments and the City Manager to 
plan and implement a balanced transportation system within Tempe which incorporates all forms of transportation in a 
unified, interconnected manner and complements land use, making a positive environmental impact through reduction of 
energy consumption, air pollution and congestion, while promoting economic development and providing mobility for all 
persons, including elderly and disabled; 

(5) To advise and make recommendations to the City Council and to assist city departments and the City Manager on 
appropriate performance standards and benchmarks for use in evaluating the city's transportation system and program, 
based on nationally recognized guidelines and local priorities; 

(6) To advise and make recommendations to the City Council and to assist city departments and the City Manager on 
transportation plans, projects and ordinances, including but not limited to: 

a. To recommend and review short and long-range plans and studies for the city's transportation system, 
including streets, transit, bicycling, pedestrians and demand management; 

b. To periodically review and update the transportation elements of the city's general plan; 

c. To provide input and review regional, state and federal transportation plans, projects and issues especially as 
provided by federal law; and 

d. To promote and maintain bicycling as a safe and effective mode of travel for recreation, health and 
transportation. 

(7) To advise and recommend to the City Council and to assist city departments and the City Manager annually on the 
elements of prioritized, unified operating and capital improvement program budgets for transportation; 

(8) To provide a forum for public hearings and other public involvement mechanisms to assure community-based 
transportation plans, projects and issues, and to meet all federal and other guidelines for public involvement in 
transportation projects where applicable; and 

(9) To take any such further actions as may be deemed necessary and appropriate to further the goals of the 
commission. 

 

TCC § {City Code, Chapter 2, Article V, Division 8} 
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List of Board and Commission Members, Including Attendance and Service Dates from January 2023 to 
December 2023:   

 
Board/Commission Members: Service Dates: Attendance Record: 

 
Name of Chair and Vice Chair:   
▪ Chair – Amanda Nelson 
▪ Vice Chair – Dawn Hocking 

 
Staff Liaison and Contact Information:   

Staff Liaison: Department: Phone: Email: 

 
Meeting Frequency and Location:   
Meetings are typically held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 a.m. at 200 E. Fifth Street, Don Cassano Community 
Room, Tempe, AZ 85281 or via Cisco WebEx.  
 

Number of Meetings Cancelled and Reason for Cancellation:   
• The January, March and December meetings were cancelled due to the timing of project presentations. The July 

meeting was cancelled to allow for summer break.  

 
Vacancies and Duration of Vacancies:   
0 
 
Subcommittee and Subcommittee Activity:   
Did the Board/Commission have any subcommittees active during the reporting period?  ☐ YES ☒ NO 

 
Mission Statement:   
The mission of the Transportation Commission is to ensure that the city has a balanced transportation system which 
incorporates all forms of transportation in an interconnected manner while complementing land use, making a positive 
environmental impact through reduction of energy consumption, air pollution and congestion, promoting economic 
development, providing mobility and accessibility for all persons, and creating a forum for residents to provide input on 
transportation plans, projects and issues. 

Stevie Milne 
Susan Conklu 
Brian Fellows 
Alana Chavez Langdon 
David Sokolowski 
Paul Hubbell 
David A. King 
Pam Goronkin 
JC Porter 
Amanda Nelson 
Peter Schelstraete 
Bobbie Cassano 
Dawn Hocking 
Robert Miller 
James Dwyer 

12/31/2025 (first full term) 
12/31/2023 (final term) 
12/31/2023 (final term) 

12/31/2023 (first full term) 
12/31/2023 (first full term) 

12/31/2025 (final term) 
12/31/2024 (final term) 
12/31/2024 (final term) 
12/31/2024 (final term) 

12/31/2024 (first full term) 
12/31/2024 (final term) 

12/31/2023 (first full term) 
12/31/2025 (first full term) 
12/31/2025 (first full term) 
12/31/2025 (first full term) 

 Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 
Attended X meetings out of X 

 
 

Engineering & Transportation 480-350-8854 Shelly_seyler@tempe.gov Shelly Seyler 
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Accomplishments (Past 12 Months):   
 
Council Priority #4: Implementing sustainable growth and development strategies to improve Tempe’s environment, quality of 
life and economic outcomes. Tempe strives to make long-term generational investments in technology, infrastructure and 
public transit that create a safe, clean, equitable and healthy city. 
 
Transportation Commission accomplishments as they relate to the above-mentioned Council priority: 
 
Bike Hero Award: Commission selected Mark McWhirter as the 2023 Bike Hero award recipient. 
 
Mill Avenue and Fifth Street All-Pedestrian Phase Update: Commission recommended continuing the pilot program for 
six more months. 
 
Annual Report: Commission approved the 2023 Transportation Commission Annual Report. 
 

 
Goals Related to City Council Strategic Priorities, if Applicable (Next 12 Months):   
 
In no particular order: 

• Monitor progress of Regional Proposition 400E. 
• Recommend project(s) to be submitted for regional and federal grants. 
• Guide and provide feedback for streetcar, bus and light rail operations, bicycle and pedestrian projects. 
• Guide strategic development of transportation systems and use of transit funds. 
• Guide progress and provide feedback of Transportation Master Plan, the transportation chapter of the General Plan 

and emerging transportation technologies. 
• Guide and provide feedback on Vision Zero plan. 
• Ensure programs and projects are compliant with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).    
• Maintain regular contact and form partnerships with other Boards and Commissions. 
• Provide general recommendations regarding transportation safety. 
• Work with community advocacy groups on programs like the Bike Hero Award. 
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