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https://gis.designworkshop.com/portal/apps/storymaps/collections/500237a079184d969434c2ca2225d29f
http://www.tempe.gov/makingspace
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Lyle Begiebing Transportation Planner, 480-350-2897 

DATE:  September 12, 2023 

SUBJECT: Kyrene, Roosevelt, Farmer Bike/Ped Improvement Project 

ITEM #:  6   

  

PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this memo is to provide the Commission with a review of the draft 60% design of the Kyrene, Roosevelt, Farmer 
Bike/Ped Improvements Project which is proposing to connect the Western Canal Path at Kiwanis Park, to University Drive in 
downtown Tempe. The project’s proposed improvements include protected and buffered bike lanes, 2-way cycle track, ADA 
directional ramps, upgraded crossings, ped signal on Baseline Rd, new sidewalks, wayfinding signage, landscape, and lighting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
Information only.  
 
CITY COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITY: 

• Performance Measure 3.26 - 20 Minute City 
• Performance Measure 3.14/ 4.7 - ADA Transition Plan 

• Performance Measure 1,08 - Vision Zero 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
In June 2010, Tempe began to develop a preliminary design concept for the North/ South Rail Spur Multi-use path located 
along the Union Pacific Rail Road (UPRR) corridor from University Drive to Knox Road. In 2012 the City of Tempe received a 
Design Assistance Grant from the Maricopa Association of Governments to study the full corridor extents of the project 
(University Drive to Knox Road, an alignment originally selected by MAG). That process concluded with a Narrative Report 
entailing a preliminary design recommendation in January 2015. Following completion of the preliminary design, the City then 
applied for CMAQ funds to complete design and construction of the project. A design team was hired in 2017 to develop and 
design construction documents for a buildable project that strives to provide a safe and low-stress north/south bicycle facility 
that spans the city limits. The 2015 Transportation Master Plan supports the implementation of this project including identifying 
the pathway in the Recommended Bicycle Pedestrian Improvements 2040 map and project list.   
 
Two public meetings were held on October 3rd and 13th, 2018 to introduce the project, present the 30% design drawings, and 
collect public feedback on the project direction. 
 
Due to UPRR ROW constraints, cultural resource testing, and estimated additional costs totaling 3+ million, the original 
alignment had to be changed to not utilize the rail corridor. The new alternative alignment was approved by Council in 2019 
and approved by MAG in 2021. On Wednesday, April 19th 2023, there were two public meetings held at to solicit feedback 
from the public on the draft 30% designs for the updated alignment (one virtual meeting and a second in-person meeting held 
at Childsplay Theatre Company Rehearsal Hall, 900 S. Mitchell Drive). Staff worked with the consultant to integrate comments 
from the public into the draft 60% design plans, which were completed in July of 2023. A second round of public meetings will 
be held September 20th to review the draft 60% designs. The details for the meetings are as follows:  
 

• Wednesday, September 20, noon, Virtually via Zoom 
www.tempe.gov/handlebars 

• Wednesday, September 20, 6-7 p.m. In Person 
Childsplay Theatre Company Rehearsal Hall, 900 S. Mitchell Drive 
 

It is anticipated that the final design will be completed summer 2024, with construction beginning early 2025. 
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FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES:  
Design: 
$293,888 Transit Tax (Preliminary Design) 
$578,714 Transit Tax (Final Design) 
 
Construction: 
$2,315,065 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Grant  
$235,738 Local Match (Transit Tax) 
$35,754 Development Impact Fees 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
PowerPoint 
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Proposed Improvements

• Protected and Buffered Bike Lanes
• 2-way Cycle Track 
• ADA Directional Ramps
• New Pedestrian Signals
• New Sidewalk 
• Wayfinding Signage
• Landscape
• Lighting



Public Feedback
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Meeting Held April 19, 2023, public comments taken from April 19th to May 2nd, 2023

13 in-person attendees, 31 online survey Respondents 

Themes:

• More Signage for vehicles and Hi-visibility paint
• More Physical Barriers between bicyclists and vehicles
• Vertical Delineators with Physical Buffers

• Baseline North Side - Western Canal Connection
• Sharrows continue to Hardy on Roosevelt/ Dwight Park



Farmer Ave and 13th St.
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Roosevelt (13th to Broadway)
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Roosevelt St. Orbit Locations
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Roosevelt St (Broadway to Alameda)
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Roosevelt St (Alameda to Southern)
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Dwight Park Connection
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Isaac Chavira, Interim Deputy Engineering & Transportation Director 

DATE:  September 12, 2023 

SUBJECT: Future Agenda Items 

ITEM #:   8 

PURPOSE:  
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
This item is for information only. 
 

• October 10 
1. Annual Report  
2. Eight Street Bike Ped Project  
3. CIP Updates  

• November 14  
1. Annual Report  
2. Roundabouts – data on existing and future plans  
3. Western Canal (48th Street to I-10)  
4. Commission Business  

• December 12  

• January 9  
1. Commission Business 
2. Scooter Corrals in Downtown  
3. All Pedestrian Phase Signal Mill Avenue and Fifth Street  
4. Alameda Drive Streetscape Project (before and after)  

• February 13  
1. CIP Updates  
2. Prop 400 E  
3. Traffic Bureau Update  
4. Available public and ADA parking spaces in downtown  

• March 12  
1. Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
2. TMA/TDM, Personal Delivery Devices  
3. College and University Underpass Project  

• April 9  
1. Bike Hero  

• May 14  

• June 11  
1. CIP Updates  
2. Transportation Master Plan & Transportation Equity 

• July 9  
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