Art Inquiry
A Guide for Students

Questor

Jack

Questor is a student who is
curious about artworks.

Jack is an artist who jumps
at the chance for new art
ideas.

Developed by Mary Erickson in cooperation with Michelle Nichols Dock
at the Tempe Center for the Arts
with art teachers Kathy David, Roxie May, and Karla Primosch

Questor’s and Jack’s
Big Questions
LOOK:

Questions about an Artwork

What Can I See in the Artwork?

MAKE CHOICES:

What Choices Will I Make in My Artwork?

Questions about an Artist’s Background

LEARN:

What Can I Learn about the Life and Times of an
Artist?

SEEK IDEAS:

What Art Ideas Can I Get from My Own
Life and Times?

Questions that Compare Artworks

COMPARE:

How Does This Artwork Compare with Other
Artworks?

LOOK AT MORE ART:

What Ideas Can I Get by Looking at
Other Artworks?

Questions about Meanings and Goals

INTERPRET:

What Does This Artwork Mean?

SET GOALS:

What Do I Want to Achieve with My
Artwork?
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Questor’s Student Questions
What can I see in the artwork?
• SUBJECT MATTER: What people, places, or things, if any, are shown in this work?
• ELEMENTS: What elements (line, shape, value, texture, mass & space, etc.) did the
artist use?

• PRINCIPLES: How did the artist organize the elements using design principles

(balance, emphasis, rhythm, contrast, pattern, etc.)?
• TECHNICAL FEATURES: What tools, materials, and processes did the artist use?
• CARE: Does the artwork look different now from when it was new due to deterioration?
• REPRODUCTION: How can I tell whether I’m looking at an original artwork or a
reproduction?

What can I learn about the life and times of the artist?
• ARTIST’S LIFE: What are the background and life experiences of the artist?
• PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS: What natural and physical environments has the

artist experienced?
• CULTURE: What people, places, activities, and ideas are part of the artist’s culture?
(nationality, religion, politics, popular culture, inventions, economic conditions, etc.)
• ARTWORLD: What art training, traditions, movements, and expectations may have
influenced the artist?
• FUNCTION: What clear-cut function or purpose, if any, does this artwork serve? For
whom?

How does this artwork compare with other art works?
• STYLE: How does this artwork look like other artworks? (by the same artist or within its
art movement, or in its cultural style)?
• ART INFLUENCE: What artists or artworks do I think might have influenced this
artist?
• THEME: What other artworks are associated with the big idea underlying this artwork?

What does this artwork mean?
• ARTIST’S INTENTION: What can I find out about why the artist wanted this work to
look as it does?

• ART SPECIALISTS’ UNDERSTANDING: How do art specialists (critics, other artists,
art historians, art teachers, etc.) understand this work?
• CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING: How do I think this work might be understood by
members of my culture who are not art specialists? or by members of another culture or
subculture?
• PERSONAL VIEWPOINT: What do I think this work is about? How might my own
personal experiences affect how I understand it?
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Jack’s Artist Questions
How do I want my artwork to look?
• SUBJECT MATTER: Will my work have subject matter?
• ELEMENTS: What one or two elements (line, shape, value, texture, mass &

space, etc.) is most important for the success of my artwork?
• PRINCIPLES: What design principles (balance, emphasis, rhythm, contrast,
pattern, etc.) can I use to organize the elements into an interesting and unified
composition?
• TECHNICAL FEATURES: What tools, materials, and processes will work best
for my artwork?
• CARE: What can I do as I create my artwork (or store it or exhibit it) to ensure that
it stays in good condition?
• REPRODUCTION: What aspects of my artwork might be difficult to capture in a
reproduction? (for example in a photograph or a scan)

What art ideas can I get from my own life and times?
• ARTIST’S LIFE: What ideas can I get from my life?
• PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS: What ideas can I get from my physical
environment?

• CULTURE: What ideas can I get from my culture?
• ARTWORLD: What ideas can I get from my own, or some other artworld?
• FUNCTION: Will my work have a clear or not-so-obvious function?

What ideas can I get by looking at other art?
• STYLE: What visual characteristics do I tend to use in my art? Do I want this work
to be similar in style to other works that I, or other artists, have made?
• ART INFLUENCE: What inspiration can I draw from other artists or from their
work?
• THEME: What other artist has expressed a big idea similar to the theme in which
I’m interested?

What do I want to achieve with my artwork?
• ARTIST’S INTENTION: What is my goal as an artist?
• ART SPECIALISTS’ UNDERSTANDING: How would I like my work to be

understood in the artworld? Which artworld?
• CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING: Do I want my work to reflect or impact my
culture? How?
• PERSONAL VIEWPOINT: How might other people’s experiences affect how they
respond to my artwork?
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Select an Artist
Find an artist to inspire you.
Go online and/or to the library to make sure that multiple types of information are
available, including both secondary and primary sources. Look for information such
as:
•
artist’s biography.
•
artist’s statement.
•
reproductions of several works by the artist.
•
comments by members of the artworld, like critics, museum curators, reviewers,
art historians or other artists.
.
Name of Artist
Title of an Artwork by that Artist
Date of Artwork Size
Materials
Glue or tape a reproduction (printout or photocopy) of artwork by the artist below.
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SUBJECT MATTER
ELEMENTS & PRINCIPLES
TECHNICAL FEATURES
CARE
REPRODUCTION

5

SUBJECT MATTER
ELEMENTS & PRINCIPLES
TECHNICAL FEATURES
CARE
REPRODUCTION
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ARTIST'S LIFE
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS
CULTURE
ARTWORLD
FUNCTION
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ARTIST'S LIFE
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS
CULTURE
ARTWORLD
FUNCTION
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STYLE
ART INFLUENCE
THEME
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STYLE
ART INFLUENCE
THEME
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ARTIST'S INTENTION
ART SPECIALISTS’ UNDERSTANDING
CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING
PERSONAL VIEWPOINT
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ARTIST'S INTENTION
ART SPECIALISTS’ UNDERSTANDING
CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING
PERSONAL VIEWPOINT
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