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through
people,
parks &
programs

Tempe has plenty of activities that are perfect for keeping your family
members cool and entertained this summer – without breaking the bank!
We’ve lined up a list of the top ten free and affordable summer activities
you’ll find in our fabulous city.

10. Cool off and play at
splash playgrounds and
spray pads
Splash Playground at Tempe Beach Park
The Splash Playground at Tempe Beach
Park is a one-acre playground featuring
play equipment, water buckets and
waterfalls. Lifeguards will be on-hand
during operating hours; however, children
should always be watched by an adult
while enjoying the splash playground.
Admission is free. The playground is open
daily from 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Neighborhood Spray Pads
Tempe also offers three neighborhood
spray pads at Esquer, Jaycee and Hudson
parks, perfect for families and young
children to run around and cool off.
Children should always be watched by
an adult while enjoying a neighborhood
spray pad. No lifeguards or attendants
are on duty. Admission is free. Spray pads
are open daily from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.

9. Dig into Reading
Encourage your family to read and keep
their minds active this summer. Readers
of all ages can participate in this year’s
Tempe Public Library Summer Reading
Program: “Dig into Reading.”
The summer reading program begins on
May 30 and ends on July 27. The program
is free and children of all ages can register
at the Tempe Youth Library. Beyond
reading for prizes, there will be many fun
activities throughout the summer, such
as performances by circuses, zookeepers
and their animals, balloon artists and
more. There will be arts and crafts and
storytimes for kids, too.

8. Stay safe and
learn to swim
Tempe offers swimming lessons for all
ages and skill levels, whether you’re
looking to introduce your child to
the water for the first time or need a
refresher course on swimming skills.
Classes begin for children as young as 8
months in parent-infant classes and go
all the way to adults looking to improve
their swim stroke. Affordable lessons
are held at two Tempe locations –
Kiwanis Recreation Center and Escalante
Community Center pools – at convenient
times throughout the week.

7. Go wild at the Tempe
History Museum
Each Wednesday in June and July, from
10 a.m. – 3 p.m., the Tempe History
Museum’s popular summer program
will provide an array of family fun with
special hands-on activities, crafts, games
and prizes.
Each week, Wild Wednesdays will focus
on a unique theme, so families can visit
again and again. Kids who come more
than four times through the season will
be put into a drawing for cool prizes.

Upcoming themes include:
June 12: Ancient Artifacts
Prehistoric Hohokam artifacts and
archaeology related activities provided
by the Archaeological Research Institute
at ASU.
June 19: Wonderful Weavings
Beautiful and elaborate weavings from
Southeast Asia provided by the Museum
of Anthropology, School of Human
Evolution and Social Change at ASU.
June 26: Plants and Plant Fossils
Samples of plants and plant fossils
provided by the Herbarium at ASU.

6. Explore the city with
Tempe transportation
Tempe has started issuing new transit
passes to current and new participants
of the Tempe Youth Free Transit Pass
program. The new passes are valid July 1,
2013 – June 30, 2014. The Tempe Youth
Free Transit Pass program allows youth
ages six to 18 who live in Tempe to ride
all Valley Metro bus routes and the
METRO light rail free.

5. Cool off at a community
center with a Summer
Special Events Series
On select Wednesday mornings and
afternoons in June and July, the Tempe
Public Library will bring fun and
educational presentations for all kids and
adults of all ages to the Escalante, North
Tempe and Westside community centers!

Youth transit passes can be picked up at
the Tempe Transit Store, 200 E. 5th St.,
Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. A
parent or guardian must accompany the
youth to receive the transit pass.
For a list of necessary documentation
and other information, visit www.tempe.
gov/youthtransit.

See animals up close, learn about
dinosaurs, practice a few magic tricks and
more at these hour-long presentations.
Upcoming events include:
June 5: The Richard Steele Magic Show
June 12: Taiko Japanese Drumming
June 19: Wild Life World Zoo-Adaptation
June 26: Arizona Rick-Balloon Making
		
Cowboy

4. Celebrate the 4th
as a family
Kiwanis Club of Tempe presents the Fox
10 July 4th Tempe Town Lake Festival
on Thursday July 4, at Tempe Beach
Park. Gates open at 5 p.m. There will be
live local entertainment, a splash zone
where you can stay cool, kids’ activities
and games, rock climbing walls, and the
annual fireworks spectacular.
Tickets will be sold June 3 through July
3 at Fry’s and Fry’s Marketplace stores
throughout the valley for $6 and several
City of Tempe facilities for $5. At the
gate, tickets are $8 each or $15 for two.
Children 12 and under are free. All active
military with ID will also be allowed in
for free. The event benefits The Tempe
Kiwanis Club Children’s Charities.
For the sixth year, aspiring singers are
invited to participate in the Star Spangled
Idol Contest. The winner will perform the
National Anthem at the event.

Visit www.tempe4th.com for details, including parking, transit, what types of items
can be brought into the event and more.

3. Toddler Tea Time
On select Thursday mornings in June
and July, parents and toddlers are invited
to explore their imagination at a tea
party! Each themed party will include a
delicious lunch, art activities, music and
theater.
Toddlers ages 2-4 are invited to attend
tea parties from 11 a.m. – noon, while
youth ages 4-6 are invited to attend tea
parties from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Each tea
time is $8 and will be held at the Edna
Vihel Center.
Upcoming tea themes include:
June 6 – Royal Tea Party
Calling all royal-tea to join us at the
castle for this tea party! Costumes will be
available or wear your own special gown
or robe.

2. Spend your summer
swimming and riding waves
Swim season is here! Beat the heat and
keep your family entertained in Tempe’s
affordable, fun pools.
Escalante Pool
The Escalante Pool features six lanes for
lap swimming and a zero-depth entry
play pool with play equipment and two
slides. Admission is 75 cents for youth
ages 6-17 and $1.25 for adults ages 18
and older. Children younger than 6 are
free. The pool is open Monday through
Thursday 1 – 5 p.m.; Friday 1 – 7 p.m.;
Saturday 1 – 5 p.m.; and Sunday 1 – 6 p.m.

1. Explore your summer
opportunities
Summer is the perfect time to try a new
activity, learn a new skill or spend time
with your family and the Summer Tempe
Opportunities Brochure is the perfect
place to find these great opportunities.
All ages and stages will enjoy the variety
of classes, programs and camps available

June 13 – Someone’s in the Kitchen
Make your own special lunch as you
learn how to make simple food dishes.
Take home a recipe book to continue the
cooking fun.
June 20 – Teddy Bear Tea Party
Share this special party with your very
own favorite teddy bear or other stuffed
animal!
June 27 – It’s Peanut Butter Jelly Time
Enjoy a sandwich that’s an American
favorite!
Registration for tea parties can be
completed at www.tempe.gov/brochure
or by calling (480) 350-5287.

Kiwanis Wave Pool
The Kiwanis Wave Pool is a year-round
indoor heated pool featuring a lap pool
with six lanes and zero-depth entry. The
Wave Pool offers 3-foot waves in varying
patterns and a tall, double spiral water
slide and splashdown pool. Admission is
$5 for ages 2-12 and $7 for ages 13 and
older. In June, the Wave Pool is open
Sunday through Friday from 1 – 5 p.m.
On Saturdays in June, the pool will have
double waves from Noon – 3 p.m. and
3:30 – 6:30 p.m. In July, the Wave Pool is
open daily from 1 – 5 p.m.

this summer, from cooking and knitting
to fitness, boating and arts and crafts.
New programs begin the week of June 3
and registration is going on now.

Help Kiwanis Park receive new playground equipment!
The Kiwanis Club of Tempe is working to bring a new playground to Kiwanis Park –
and they need your help! The Kiwanis Club of Tempe entered Tempe’s Kiwanis Park
as an entrant to the Kiwanis International “Make a Difference through Play” contest,
which grants a community $25,000 in new playground equipment.
Voting for the contest is done through Facebook and ends on Saturday, June 15.
Participants can vote once per day. It is suggested that voting be done on a desktop
or laptop computer, as the voting application does not work with mobile or tablet
devices.

How to Vote:
1. Log into Facebook
2. Click on this link to view Tempe’s
voting page:
https://apps.facebook.com/
buildthroughplay/contests/314999/
voteable_entries/67270789
3. Click “Vote Now”

To receive up-to-date information about exciting events and opportunities happening
between Connecting Tempe newsletters, become a fan of Tempe Opportunities on Facebook.

SAVE THE DATE
May 30

Summer Reading Program Starts
Tempe Public Library

May 31

Lakeshore Jazz Series:
Cyrus Chestnut Quintet
with Stefon Harris
7:30 p.m.
Tempe Center for the Arts

June 1

Free Little All Stars Day
Noon – 1:50 p.m.
Westside Community Center

June 1-2

Kiwanis Wave Pool
Little League Weekend
1 – 3 p.m.
Kiwanis Wave Pool

June 3

Tickets on Sale for July 4th TTL Festival

June 3

Tempe Summer Camps & Programs begin

June 5

Summer Special Event:
Richard Steele Magic
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Westside Community Center
1 – 2 p.m.
Escalante Community Center

June 6

Toddler Tea Time:
Royal Tea Party
11 a.m. – Noon (2-4 yrs)
12:30 – 1:30 p.m. (4-6 yrs)
Edna Vihel Center

June 11

Summer Program for Teens – Tie Dye
2 – 4 p.m.
Tempe Public Library

June 12

Wild Wednesdays – Ancient Artifacts
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Tempe History Museum

www.tempe.gov/recreation

