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Tempe offers multitude of green
activities for Earth Month
Tempe celebrates Earth Month in a big, green
way with a variety of activities ranging from
bike rides and eco-art to a recycling event
and public dialogues about sustainability.
Whatever your passion, we have ways for you
to get involved in helping the environment
and celebrating the Earth during April.

Walk, Run and Join
the Fun at Tempe’s 4th
Annual Arbor Day 5K

Looking for a great way to get active
and save the planet? Well, you’re in luck:
Tempe is holding its 4th Annual Arbor
Day 5K! Bring your dogs on leashes and
your children in strollers for the 4th
annual event, held at Giuliano Park at
Tempe Town Lake on Friday, April 26. The
5K run/walk begins at 6 p.m. All proceeds
from the community fun run benefit
Trees for Tempe, a program designed
to replenish Tempe’s urban forest.
Advance registration is $20 and includes
a commemorative Arbor Day 5K T-shirt.
The 5K, chip-timed course is a single
loop around Tempe Town Lake. For
more information or to register, visit
www.ArborDay5k.com.
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Get geared up for
Tempe Bike Month
April is Bike Month, when Tempe
celebrates bicycling as an alternative
mode of transportation. Join the city and
other community members at these two
annual events.
Tour de Tempe
More than 1,000 people are expected
to participate in the Tour de Tempe
community bike ride on April 7 from
7:30 to 11 a.m. The ride will take place
at Kiwanis Park in the west parking lot,
north of Guadalupe Road across from
the batting cages. This free, 10-mile bike
ride is led by Mayor Mark Mitchell and
members of the Tempe City Council.
Registration starts at 7:30 a.m. with the
ride starting at 9 a.m.
Free T-shirts will be available for the first
1,000 riders and helmets are required.
Breakfast foods and coffee will be
provided. Riders should bring their own
water. The Bicycle Cellar, Global Bikes
and REI will be on hand to provide bike
demonstrations, safety tips and bike
tune-ups. Register the day of the event
or online.

Bike to Work Day
On April 17 from 6:30 to 8 a.m., all
bicycle riders who stop by one of the
participating Bike to Work Day locations
in Tempe will receive a free breakfast.
The first 350 riders will receive free
T-shirts. At 7 a.m., join members of
the Tempe City Council on a bike ride
from Whole Foods Market to NCounter
in downtown Tempe. Breakfast site
locations include:
• Back East Bagels (northwest corner of
Southern Avenue and McClintock Drive)
• Berning’s Fine Jewelry (southwest
corner of McClintock Drive and
Warner Road)
• IKEA (northwest corner of Warner Road
and Priest Drive)
• REI (Daley Park at northeast corner of
College Avenue and Encanto Drive)
• Ncounter (southwest corner of Mill
Avenue and 3rd Street)
• Wildflower Bread Company (southwest
corner of McClintock Drive and
Guadalupe Road)
• Whole Foods Market (northwest corner
of Rural and Baseline roads)
For more information about Bike Month,
visit www.tempe.gov/bikemonth or call
480-350-8663.

Sustainability Tempe
Community Forum
In honor of Earth Month, the City of
Tempe is holding two public forums to
learn about what’s on the sustainability
horizon, share current sustainability
efforts in the community and gather
ideas about what we can do to be more
sustainable in the future.
The forums will be hosted by Vice
Mayor Onnie Shekerjian and
Councilmember Corey Woods, with
guest speaker Nick Brown from Arizona
State University’s Global Institute for
Sustainability. We hope you can join us
for these important discussions! Both
forums will follow the same format and
include the same presentations.
The first forum will be held on Thursday,
April 11 at 6 p.m. at the Tempe History
Museum. Registration is not necessary
for this forum. The second forum will
be held on Saturday, April 13 at 9 a.m. at
the Escalante Multi-Generational Center.
This forum will be held in conjunction
with the Annual Neighborhood Awards
& Workshop and online registration
is required. For more information, call
480-350-4311.
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Tempe Zero Waste
Challenge in honor of
Earth Day 2013
The City of Tempe invites residents to
help the environment by participating
in a FREE zero waste recycling event
in honor of Earth Day on Saturday, April
20 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. All items brought
to this event at the Tempe Fire Training
Facility will be recycled, reused or
disposed of in an environmentally
safe manner.
All items must be clean and sanitary.
Items that can be recycled include:
books, building supplies (no cement),
electronic technology equipment
(calculators, cameras, cell phones,
computers and monitors, DVD players,
VCRs, telephones, televisions), golf
balls, household hazardous waste,
household textiles (clothing, linens,
towels), plastic shopping bags, tennis
shoes (NO cleats, spikes, sandals, hiking
boots or dress shoes), school supplies,
tires, and appliances (dishwashers,
refrigerators, stoves).
Free secure confidential document
shredding will be offered and free
compost will be given away to each
household that participates in this event.
Proof of Tempe residency required (e.g.
drivers’s license, utility bill). A donation
of one canned food item is requested for
Tempe Community Action Agency’s food
pantry. For more information about what
items can be recycled at this event call
the Recycle Hotline 480-350-4311.

Spring clean, be green
and help Tempe teens
It’s that time of year – spring cleaning
– and it’s time to dig through your
wardrobe and recycle those outfits you
haven’t worn in ages. This year, make
the organization of your closet go to a
good cause with the Threads for Success
clothing drive.

Earth Day celebrations
at Tempe Public Library
The Tempe Public Library is holding a
free, kid-focused Earth Day celebration
on April 20, from 1-3 p.m. Activities
include a movie about recycling
and reusing, an introduction to how
earthworms help the environment
and a craft activity made from recycled
materials. In addition, look for events
throughout the rest of the month,
like an April 21 session on crafts made
from recyclables and an April 27 book
signing with local author and crafter
Kathy Cano-Murillo.

The class project of Tempe Leadership
Class XXVIII, Threads for Success is
expanding the service capability of
Tempe’s Teen Resource Center at Tempe
High School. The Teen Resource Center
is a free facility open to teens in need of
clothing and personal care products.
After cleaning out your closet, you can
drop off your donated items at the
Tempe Chamber of Commerce, Pyle
Adult Recreation Center, Tempe Public
Library and the Tempe History Museum.
Donations needed range from gently
used clothing and shoes to school
supplies and personal care products.
For a full list of needed items, visit
www.TempeLeadership.org/
Threads-4-Success.

Splash into Spring at the
Kiwanis Wave Pool
This spring the fun comes in waves at
the Kiwanis Wave Pool! The Wave Pool
opened its doors and released the waves
for the season Saturdays in March.
Beginning in April, the waves will run on
weekends through the month of May.
Families are invited to enjoy the indoor
heated wave pool on Saturdays and
Sundays from 1-5 p.m.
Admission for visitors 13 years and
older is $7 and all swimmers from ages
2-12 are $5. Celebrate spring and ride a
wave at the Kiwanis Recreation Center’s
Wave Pool!

Summer Camps
Are Just Around
the Corner
Be sure to check out all amazing Summer
Camps Tempe has to offer. From Kid Zone

Summer Enrichment Camps to Sports and
Special Interest Camps, we’ve got a camp
for everyone!
Visit www.Tempe.gov/SummerCamps for
more information and to register. And be
sure to check-out our next special issue
of Connecting Tempe, which will feature a
full-line up of camp offerings!

It’s Health &
Wellness Time
Adults 50+ are invited to explore and
experience a free health and wellness
expo from 8 a.m.-Noon on Thursday,
April 11 at the Pyle Adult Recreation
Center. Expo attendees will have
the opportunity to enjoy free health
screenings, demonstrations, healthy
resources, a light breakfast and
prize drawings. Health screenings
will include blood pressure checks,
hearing screenings and cholesterol
and blood glucose screenings.
For more information on the
health and wellness expo, visit
www.tempe.gov/adults50plus or
call 480-350-5211.

Get ready to whoop it up
Appalachian-style at the
Tempe History Museum
On Saturday, April 6 at 7 p.m. Old Time
Appalachian Music will fill the Tempe
History Museum as Pick & Holler plays
music from America’s past, keeping
sounds alive that have brought people

together for centuries. This Phoenixbased group draws deep from the old
time string band tradition of Appalachian
fiddle and banjo tunes.

Leave a learning legacy with Experience Corps
In partnership with AARP, the City
of Tempe offers a unique volunteer
opportunity for adults 50+ to work
with elementary school children.
AARP Experience Corps is a nationally
recognized literacy program currently
running in 19 cities across the country.
More than 2,000 volunteers nationwide
make this program possible and create a
significant impact in their communities.
In Tempe, there are over 50 volunteers
who work one-on-one with first through
third grade students, improving their
literacy skills.

Volunteers currently serve in seven
Tempe Elementary and Kyrene Schools.
This fall, Tempe’s AARP Experience Corps
program will be expanding into three
new schools and is looking to add more
volunteers to help keep the program
growing. Volunteers do not need any
special skills, just a willingness to share
their experience, time and patience.
Comprehensive training, support services
and orientation are provided.
Learn more about these programs at
the two upcoming information sessions,

held on Tuesday, April 16 and Tuesday,
May 7 at 10:30 a.m. in the Tempe
Connections Café. For more information
on this program, visit www.tempe.gov/
adults50plus or call 480-858-2464.

Strengthen Your
Community by
Getting Involved
With Your
Neighborhood
The annual Neighborhood Awards
presents the perfect opportunity
to honor: residents who put the
“neighbor” in our neighborhoods;
properties that contribute to
neighborhoods through renovations,
improvement projects, impeccable
maintenance or holiday décor; and
residents who recognize alleys behind
their homes are their responsibility
and keep them neat and tidy.
On Saturday, April 13 all Tempe
residents are encouraged to
participate and to bring along a
friend to the 2013 Neighborhood
Workshop and Awards from
7:30-10:30 a.m. at the Escalante
Multi-Generational Center.

9th Annual Pat’s Run
returns to Tempe
On Saturday, April 20, more than 35,000
participants, volunteers and spectators
will gather at Arizona State University
for the 9th Annual Pat’s Run, the
signature fundraising event for the
Pat Tillman Foundation.
Pat’s Run features a 4.2 mile run/walk,
a .42 mile Kids Run for children 12 and
under and a Finish Line Expo. The 4.2

mile course winds through the streets
of Tempe and both events are staged so
that all participants finish on the 42-yard
line on Frank Kush Field inside Sun Devil
Stadium, symbolic of the #42 jersey
that Pat wore while he was a Sun Devil.
Proceeds from Pat’s Run directly support
the Tillman Military Scholars program
and to pay tribute to his commitment to
leadership and service.

College athletes Bike, Run and Ride in Tempe
More than 120 collegiate triathlon
clubs and over 1,500 of the nation’s top
up-and-coming triathletes will flock to
Tempe next month for the April 1213 USA Triathlon Collegiate National
Championships at Tempe Beach Park and
Tempe Town Lake.
The race weekend will kick-off on Friday,
April 12 with the inaugural USA Triathlon
Draft-Legal Collegiate Championships,
an exciting sprint-distance event open to
the nation’s top 75 men and 75 women.
The Olympic-distance Triathlon Collegiate
National Championships and mixed-

team relays will occur on Saturday, April
13. The Collegiate Championships will
end with an awards ceremony at Tempe
Marketplace on Saturday evening.
The exciting triathlon-packed weekend
will culminate with the Leadman Tri
Marquee on Sunday, April 14, which
features a 2.5k swim in Tempe Town Lake
and an 11k trail run through Papago Park.
Our very own Arizona State University
Triathlon Club finished 23rd in the overall
team standings last year. Join for an
event-filled weekend to cheer on the

Sun Devils and all the USA Triathlon
Collegiate athletes!

To receive up-to-date information about exciting events and opportunities happening
between Connecting Tempe newsletters, become a fan of Tempe Recreation on Facebook.

SAVE THE DATE
March 30

Youth Paddling Expo
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Tempe Town Lake Marina

April 1

Cesar Chavez Day
City of Tempe Facilities Closed

April 3

April 5

April 5, 6, 7

April 6

April 11

April 13

Xeriscape Workshop:
Xeriscape principles and design
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
SRP Center for Water Education at
the Rose Eisendrath House

April 16

Experience Corps Info Session
10:30 a.m.
Tempe Connections Café

April 19

Free Art Friday –Going to the Zoo
9:30 – 11:30 am
Edna Vihel Center for the Arts

April 20

9th Annual Pat’s Run
6 a.m.
Arizona State University

Tempe Festival for the Arts
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Mill Avenue

April 20

Earth Month Celebration at the Library
1-4 p.m.
Tempe Public Library

Childsplay - “Recipe for Disaster” Opens
1 p.m.
Tempe Center for the Arts

April 20

Xeriscape Workshop: Selecting and
maintaining xeriscape plants
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
SRP Center for Water Education at
the Rose Eisendrath House

April 27

Xeriscape Workshop: Designing, installing
and maintaining drip irrigation
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
SRP Center for Water Education at
the Rose Eisendrath House

Poetry in April
Michele Poulos
7 p.m.
Tempe Center for the Arts
Lakeshore Jazz Series
Snarky Puppy
7:30 p.m.
Tempe Center for the Arts

Senior Health & Wellness Expo
8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Pyle Adult Recreation Center

www.tempe.gov/recreation

