Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)

Tactical Checklist
Recognition and identification - "SURVIVABILITY IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO EARLY RECOGNITION AND ID"

· Symptoms of victims

See Agent Recognition Chart

· Mass casualties

Many casualties with similar symptoms

Casualties without trauma or apparent cause

· Casualty pattern

Victim distribution indicating downwind harzard

· Presence of dissemination device

Low order explosion, plume, or unusual equipment

Explosions that only destroy their packaging

Explosions that disperse liquid, mist, or gas

· Dead animals or birds

· Statements of victims

Descriptions of the event or the context, or of symptoms

· Things out to place

Unusual smells, unexplained liquid spills

· Emergency responder victims

Symptoms mimicking victims with rapid onset

AGENT RECOGNITION CHART

AGENT
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS
ODOR

Nerve

(Sarin, Soman, Tabun, VX)
Pinpointed pupils, salivation, dyspnea, localized muscle twitching, nausea, vomiting, seizures, death
Fruity, Camphor or sulfur

Blisters

(Mustard, Lewisite, Phosegene, Oxime)
Irritated eyes, runny nose, sneezing, hacking cough, skin redness, moderate to severe pain, blisters
Garlic, geraniums, or irritating smell

Choking

(Phosgene, Chlorine)
Coughing, choking, tightness in the chest, feeling of suffocation, edema, death
Mowed hay or bleach

Blood

(Hydrogen Cyanide, Cyanogen Chloride)
Gasping for air, reddish skin color, unconsciousness, seizures, death
Bitter almonds

IMMEDIATELY

· Notify dispatch and deployment of a possible WMD event

· Level 2 staging - uphill / upwind

· Report wind direction and speed

· Call for additional resources (2nd Alarm with HazMat, PD, Ambos, etc.)

· All emergency responders in appropriate personal protection

· SCBA, turnouts (with tape if available), any butyl rubber gloves

· Isolate, deny entry and exit, establish lobby control

· Dispatch to notify PD and FBI

PRIORITIES

1ST Priority

· Establish zones of activity

· Hot Zone - impact area (if known), include obviously dead victims, 300 foot perimeter

· Warm Zone - walking wounded, self extricating, non-symptomatic, gross decon

· Cold Zone - To be established by Hazmat upon arrival

· Establish a visible Command Post

· Upwind, uphill, a safe distance form the hazard

· Treat responder injuries / symptoms

· Establish and maintain perimeter security

2nd Priority - Decon Prior to Treatment

· Water supply

· 2 engines with stang guns for victim gross decon (Two 1 3/4 " lines may be used)

· Perform gross decontamination

· Contaminated responders and victims

· Victim management

· Segregate by gender and/or family

· Isolate symptomatic vs. non-symptomatic

3rd Priority                                      GROSS DECON                          TECHNICAL DECON

· Sectorize early

· Hazmat





COLD

· Decon

· Safety

· Treatment

· Extrication



   

· Transportation

· Staging

· Logistics


4th Priority

· Control News Media

· Notify area hospitals

· Keep people count low

· Personnel accountability

· Decon all personnel and equipment






WIND
· Expand the command organization
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