Trench Rescue

Command Tactical Checklist
PHASE I

· Primary Assessment

· Take command – size up

· Park at least 50’ away – level 1 staging 150’ from scene

· Secure witness, RP, or job foreman

· Determine exactly what happened

· Identify language barriers

· Identify immediate hazards to rescuers (secondary failure, electrical, water)

· Location, number, and condition of victims

· Rescue mode/Recovery mode

· Secondary Assessment 

· Trench Collapse  ( Yes     (  No

· Proper equipment and personnel on-scene

· Additional resources necessary (ventilation, shoring, retrieval system)

PHASE II PRE-ENTRY OPERATIONS

· Make the General Area Safe

· Traffic control (re-route traffic 300’ away – shut down veh. 150’ from scene)

· Crowd control (non-essential rescue personnel 50’ away)

· Heavy equipment shut down (within 300’)

· Establish zones: Hot (0-50’), Warm (50’-150’), Cold (150’-300’)

·  Make the Rescue Area Safe

· Establish lobby control accountability

· Secure hazards: gas, electric, utilities

· De-water trench

· Monitor atmosphere

· Ventilate

· Identify soil type and condition

· Sectorize

· Safety

· Hazardoud Materials

· Extrication

· Lobby Control

· Medical Treatment transport

· Staging

· PIO

· Police Liaison

· CID

PHASE III RESCUE OPERATIONS

· Make Trench Lip Safe

· Assess spoil pile

· Approach from ends

· Place ground pads around lip of trench

· Remove tripping hazards

· Make the Trench Safe

· Access/egress ladders less than 50’ apart

· Protective system: sloping, hydraulic timber, pneumatic, other

· Create safe zones

· Remove dirt: extend safe zones

· Victim Assessment

· Treatment in trench

· Patient packaging

· Retrieval system/extrication

· Transfer to treatment sector

PHASE IV TERMINATION

· Personnel accountability

· Remove tools and equipment (Fatality – leave in place for investigative purposes)

· Remove protective system/extrication last in-first out

· Secure the scene

· Consider debriefing

· Call OSHA

· Car 599

