Brush/Wildland Fires 

Command Tactical Checklist
Criteria:  Any fire exceeding  (50) acres will be declared a “Wildland Fire”

PHASE I

· Primary Assessment

· Assume Command – perform size-up

· Advise Dispatch that mode of operations has reached the “Wildland Fire”

· Consider key factors: weather, fuel and topography

· Identify any exposures (This is your primary goal)

· Determine strategy – offensive/defensive

· Identify and utilize any natural fire barriers

· Assess need for additional  equipment and personnel

· Identify any immediate hazards to personnel or civilians

· Set-up Command Post (preferably where a helicopter can land)

· Obtain and utilize brush maps (BC’s have updated brush hazard maps. Command Van has complete set of aerial photos)

PHASE II

Develop a Firefighting Plan

· Begin sectorization

· Location of fire head/or heads

· Protect exposures

· Insure water supply to all geographical sectors (tankers, hydrants, etc.)

· Think way ahead of the fire (wind, fuel, topography)

· Line of retreat – escape plan

· Utilize aerial operations (heli, fixed-wing, slurry bombers) Coordinate with all sectors – safety to firefighters (crew 200’ off-line, uphill and perpendicular to fireline)

· Retain a 2 - 1 structural assignment in staging

· Sectors

· Geographical

· Resource

· Safety

· Staging

· Landing zone – helicopter tank fill

· Regab (possibly multiple sites)

· PIO

PHASE III

· Mop – up

· Personnel Accountability 

· Determine distance inside control line to be overhauled

· Make sure fire is out

· Dispose of fuel (let it burn if it will do so promptly and safely)

· During rehab of mop – up crews – keep two f/f’s in area to monitor for reignition

· Schedule follow – up checks by crews once incident terminated

· Consider Class A foam if possible.

PHASE IV

· Termination

· Obtain “under control” from sectors

· Equipment retrieval

· Incident critique

