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CRIME ANALYSIS UNIT 
                 ANALYSIS OF ORBIT JUPITER ON CRIME IN TEMPE NEIGHBORHOODS 

 
Background 
During the June 5, 2008 Issue Review Session, a request was made for an analysis of the impact of 
the Orbit on crime in neighborhoods within and adjacent to the Orbit Jupiter route. Transportation 
identified an Orbit Jupiter Study Area that included 53 reporting districts (i.e., neighborhood areas) 
bordered by Apache Boulevard, US 60, Mill Avenue, and McClintock Drive (see attached map). In 
addition, a request was made to analyze a subset area within the larger select area that included 
the 16 reporting districts running along College Avenue. 

 
The analysis that was conducted focused on Part I and Part II crimes as well as police Calls For 
Service (CFS) comparing February through May 2007 (the time period before the Orbit was in 
service) with February through May 2008 (the time period during which the Orbit was in service). 
This comparison took into account any seasonal variation in criminal activity and the data analyzed 
came from the Tempe Police Department’s record management system.   
 
Orbit Jupiter Study Area 
Crime: As is evidenced in the charts below, both Part I and Part II crimes decreased in the Orbit 
Jupiter Study Area comparing February through May 2007 with February through May 2008. 
Specifically, Part I crimes1 decreased 20.6% and Part II2 crimes decreased 7.7% across these two 
time periods.  
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CFS: The analysis of calls to the Police Department yielded similar results as CFS decreased in the 
Orbit Jupiter Study Area when February through May 2007 was compared with February through 
May 2008 (see chart below). Specifically, calls decreased 4.7% across the two time periods. 
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1 Part I crimes include Homicide, Rape, Robbery, Aggravated Assault, Burglary, Theft, Auto Theft, & Arson 
2 Part II crimes include all non-Part I crimes (e.g., Vandalism, Drug Possession, Prostitution etc) 
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College Avenue Subset Area 
Crime: As is indicated in the charts below, both Part I and Part II crimes decreased in the College 
Avenue Subset Area comparing February through May 2007 with February through May 2008. 
Specifically, Part I crimes decreased 24.2% and Part II crimes decreased 5.6% across these two 
time periods.  
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CFS: Similarly, the analysis of calls to the Police Department indicated that CFS decreased in the 
College Avenue Subset Area comparing February through May 2007 with February through May 
2008 (see chart below). Specifically, calls decreased 10% across the two time periods. 
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Specific Concerns 
Specific concerns and objections to the Orbit Jupiter were submitted by residents to Transit through 
telephone and web surveys conducted in April 2007 as well as directly to city staff and council. A 
request was made for the Police Department to evaluate these concerns based on crime and CFS 
data within the College Avenue Subset area.  
 
Aside from general concerns regarding increased crime, the largest portion of comments reflected 
concerns regarding strangers entering the neighborhood, an increase in transients, and an increase 
in individuals loitering in the neighborhood. However, comparing February through May 2007 with 
February through May 2008 within the College Avenue Subset area: 
 

• Calls to the police regarding Trespassing decreased 33.3%. 
• Calls to the police regarding Suspicious Activity decreased 15.7%. 
• Calls to the police regarding Transients (a subset of Suspicious Activity) decreased 14.3%. 

 
Another portion of comments reflected concerns regarding an increase in criminal danger to 
children\families and child predators in the neighborhood. Comparing February through May 2007 
with February through May 2008 within the College Avenue Subset area: 
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• The number of reported Sex Offenses did increase from 1 to 3. However, one case involved 
individuals who knew one another and another case involved an individual who lived in a 
nearby neighborhood. Additionally, there was little information on the final suspect other 
than he looked like a jogger.  

 
Finally, the remaining portion of comments reflected concerns regarding an increase in general 
property crime, criminal damage, auto theft, burglary, and theft in general. Comparing February 
through May 2007 with February through May 2008 within the College Avenue Subset area: 
 

• The number of Vandalism crime reports was exactly the same for both time periods. 
• The number of Motor Vehicle Theft reports decreased from 19 to 7. 
• The number of Burglary reports decreased from 18 to 15. 
• The number of Theft reports decreased from 83 to 68.  

 
Summary 
Although only four months of data is available for the time period during which the Orbit has been 
in service, these preliminary analyses suggest that the Orbit Jupiter has not had an adverse impact 
on the crime and calls to the police in both the Orbit Jupiter Study Area and in the College Avenue 
Subset Area. As more data is collected, further analysis should be conducted to continue to assess 
the impact of the Orbit on criminal activity in neighborhoods within and adjacent to the Orbit 
Jupiter route.  

 
 



M
IL

L

R
U

R
A

L

APACHE
C

O
LL

E
G

E

M
C

C
L I

N
TO

C
K

SOUTHERN

BROADWAY

ALAMEDA
D

O
R

S
E

Y

LOYOLA

GENEVA

14TH

UNION PACIFIC RR

15TH

O
A

K

LA JOLLA

LEMON

MALIBU

ERIE

HERMOSA

CAMPUSBALBOA

B
U

TT
E

SPENCE

CAIRO

VERLEA

US60

BROADMOR

E
LM

DEL RIO

PARKWAY

AEPLI

WESLEYAN

TERRACE U
N

A

13TH

CONCORDA

PA
LM

RIVIERA

HUDSON

CEDAR

U
N

IO
N

EL PARQUE

M
AP

LE

M
C

A
L L

I S
T E

R

LAGUNA

WILLIAMS

MANHATTON

FAIRMONT

LA
 R

O
S

A

HALL 12TH

BONITA

C
A

D
Y

R
ITA

US60@RURAL WB UP

G
R

A
N

A
D

A

SOLANA

PALMCROFT

BISHOP

PALMDALE

AZALEA

ENCANTO

US60@MILL WB UP

PEBBLE BEACH

US60@MCCLINTCK WB UP

A
LD

E
R

JE
N

TI
LL

Y

11TH

17TH

FO
R

E
S

T

HUNTINGTON

LOMA VISTA

GAMMAGE

P
IN

E

DON CARLOS

G
A

R
Y

ADELPHI

JU
N

IP
E

R

M
A

E

STA
N

LEY

S
U

N
S

E
T

M
A

R
IA

N
A

K
A

C
H

IN
A

K
E

N
N

E
TH

N
E

W
B

E
R

R
YVISTA DEL CERRO

GAYLON

V
E

N
TU

R
A

B
O

N
A

R
D

E
N

G
R

A
N

D
V

IE
W

PENNY

LA DIOSA

SANTA CRUZ

LA
 C

O
R

TA
N

O
R

M
A

L

US60@RURAL EB EO

FIESTA

PR
O

VO

O
R

M

E
L 

C
AM

IN
O

U
N

A 
B

U
TT

E

N
U

 V
IS

TA

LA
 R

O
S

A

PALMCROFT

EL PARQUE

LA
 C

O
R

TA

E
LM

S
TA

N
LE

Y

E
LMDEL RIO

B
U

TTE

HERMOSA

ALAMEDA

BROADMOR

BROADMOR

ENCANTO

R
ITA

CONCORDA

DEL RIO

PA
LM

M
C

A
LL

IS
TE

R

FAIRMONT

WESLEYAN

PEBBLE BEACH

STAN
LEY

LA
 C

O
RT

A

D
O

R
S

E
Y

LOMA VISTA

DEL RIO

LEMON

PEBBLE BEACH

PENNY

LOMA VISTA

SOLANA

WESLEYAN

JE
N

TI
LL

Y

R
IT

A

LEMON

GENEVA

JE
N

TILLY
JE

N
TI

LL
Y

HERMOSA

RIVIERA

O
A

K

BALBOA

LAGUNA

FO
R

E
S

T

BROADWAY

LA JOLLA
LA JOLLA

FAIRMONT

FAIRMONT

R
IT

A

ERIE

BU
TTE

TE
R

R
A

C
E

ENCANTO

DON CARLOS

R
IT

A

P
IN

E

E
LM

VISTA DEL CERRO
VISTA DEL CERRO

C
E

D
A

R

FO
R

E
S

T

B
U

TTE

LAGUNA

MANHATTON

G
A

R
Y

RIVIERA

MANHATTON

M
ALIBU

CAMPUS

DEL RIO

GRANADA

12TH

E
LM

BISHOP

TE
R

R
A

C
E

LAGUNA

BALBOA

JU
N

IP
ER

V
E

N
TU

R
A

1514

1010
1012

0906

1007

1510

1402

0909

1905

1502

1414

1409

1009

1501

1404

2003

2006

1511

1004
1006

2004

0913

1504

0911

1403
1503

1513

2005

19041903

0910

1411

1906

1508

1907

0915

1005

2008

0914

1512

1413

2001

1415

1506
1407

2007

2002

1901

1003
0907

1011

1505

1902

1507

1410

1406

2101

1401

1405

0905

1008

1601

1408

1107

16111412

11100912

1607

0908

1604

1106

1103

1509

0904

20111909 20091913

0902

21081908

0903

Orbit Jupiter Study Area

0 0.25 0.5 0.75 10.125
Miles

F

Legend
Study Area

Jupiter Route
Crime Analysis Unit

07.03.2008




