
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:  October 16, 2007     Agenda Item Number:    4 
 
 SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by the HOFFMAN RESIDENCE (PL070414) located at 1111 East 

Concorda Drive for one (1) variance. 
  

  DOCUMENT NAME: 20071016dssl01     PLANNNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 
    
   SUPPORTING DOCS: Yes 
 
 COMMENTS: Hold a public hearing for a request by the HOFFMAN RESIDENCE (PL070414) (Wade 

Hoffman, applicant/property owner) located at 1111 East Concorda Drive in the R1-6, Single 
Family Residential District for: 

 
  VAR07026 Variance to reduce the front yard setback from the required fifteen (15) feet to 

two (2) feet five (5) inches for an open structure (carport). 
    
   PREPARED BY:  Sherri Lesser, Senior Planner (480-350-8486) 
 
 REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 
 
 LEGAL REVIEW BY: N/A 
 
 FISCAL NOTE: N/A 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: Staff – Denial  
   
 ADDITIONAL INFO: The Hoffman Residence is seeking a variance to reduce the front yard setback for an open structure 

from fifteen (15) feet to two feet -five (5) inches for a carport addition to their house.   The proposed 
carport will be located approximately 71/2 feet behind the existing sidewalk; which consists of five (5) 
feet of right-of-way and two and one half (2-1/2) feet of the applicant’s property.  The structure will be 
attached to the dwelling and span over the existing driveway.   The existing garage will remain 
functional on the property; the new carport will provide shade over the driveway.  Staff recommends 
denial of the variance owing to lack of hardship, special circumstances or evidence indicating potential 
loss of substantial property rights.  In accordance with the Zoning and Development Code, the applicant 
held a neighborhood meeting on September 11, 2007; eight neighbors attended the meeting and staff 
received a letter of support.  
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PAGES:  1. List of Attachments 
2. Comments;  Reason for Denial; Conditions of Approval; History & Facts 
3. Description; Zoning & Development Code Reference 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1.      Location Map(s) 

2.      Aerial Photo(s) 
3-7.      Letter of Intent 
8.      Site plan 
9.      Elevation 
10-11.   Neighborhood meeting summary 
12.       Letter of Support 
13-16.   Staff Photograph(s) 
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COMMENTS:   
The Hoffman Residence is requesting a variance to reduce the front yard setback for an open structure from five (15) feet to two feet-
five inches (2’-5”) for the addition of an attached carport cover over the driveway.  The structure will be constructed to complement the 
design of the existing dwelling.  
 
Variance 
The Zoning and Development Code Development Standards require the setbacks for open structures, in the R1-6 Single Family 
Residence District, to be located fifteen (15) feet from the front property line.  The applicant is seeking a two and one half (2 1/2) foot 
setback to accommodate a nineteen foot six inch (19’6”) wide by twenty-two (22) foot deep carport structure.  The proposed carport will 
be located approximately 71/2 feet behind the existing sidewalk; which consists of five (5) feet of right-of-way and two and one half (2-
1/2) on the applicant’s property.  They state in their letter that the encroachment is necessary to park to cars off the street and in the 
shade.  As part of their application; they have provided photo examples of similar carport structures within the area.   Analysis of this 
request, result in findings that there are no special circumstances or conditions affecting this building, land, or use to warrant approval of 
the variance.  The property is rectangular in shape and is consistent with other properties on this block.  Authorizing the variance is not 
necessary for the enjoyment of substantial property rights.    We encourage the applicant to explore other designs that will conform to 
the setback standards in the R1-6, Single Family Residential District.  
 
Conclusion 
Staff recommends denial of the front yard setback variance.   

 
 
REASON(S) FOR  
DENIAL: 1. No special circumstances or conditions applying to the land, building or use exist. 

2. The authorizing of the variance is not necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of substantial 
property rights. 

3. Authorization of the variance(s) will may be materially detrimental to persons residing or working in 
the vicinity, to adjacent property, to the neighborhood or to the public welfare in general. 

 
 
  

SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 
  

CONDITION(S) 
OF APPROVAL: 1. Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety Division. 
 
 2. The carport is to remain an open structure; a conversion to a garage is prohibited.  
 
  
HISTORY & FACTS:  
October 25, 1999.   The Hearing Officer granted the following variances for the property located at 1103 East Concorda Dr: 

 A.   variance to reduce the required front yard setback from the street from 25’ to 4’-0” for a new carport 
cover.   

B.   variance to reduce the required west side yard setback from 7’ to 6’-3” for a new carport cover.    
C.    use permit to allow required parking to occupy the front yard setback. (not necessary as long as 

garage is not modified to a livable area).   
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DESCRIPTION:  Owner – Wade Hoffman 
 Applicant – Wade Hoffman 
  Existing Zoning – R1-6, Single Family Residential District 
 Lot Size- 6653  s.f. 
 Lot Dimensions- 70’ x 95’ 
 Proposed building area- 429 s.f. 
 Lot coverage allowed- 45% 
 Required front yard setback- 15’ 
 Proposed front yard setback- 2’-5” 
ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
CODE REFERENCE:  Citations of Code Requiring Use Permit(s) & Variance(s): 

 Zoning & Development Code: 
 Part 4, Chapter 2, Section 4-202. 
 Part 6, Chapter 3, Section 6-309 
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Location Map
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HOFFMAN RESIDENCE (PL070414)

E CONCORDA DR
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
This is a notice for a public hearing for a request by the HOFFMAN RESIDENCE (PL070414) (Wade Hoffman, applicant/property owner) 
located at 1111 East Concorda Drive in the R1-6, Single Family Residential District for: 

VAR07026 Variance to reduce the front yard setback from the required fifteen (15) feet to two (2) feet five (5) inches for an open 
. structure (carport). 

If you are interested you may attend a public hearing of the Hearing Officer at 1:30 p.m. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2007 at the 
Council Chambers, 31 East Fifth Street. This will be a public hearing and you may present your views in person at the hearing. 
Or you may respond in writing to the Hearing Officer, P.O. Box 5002, Tempe, AZ. 85280-5002. 

If you have any questions or wish to view additional material including artist's renderings and elevations which are on file you may 
contact the Development Services Department at (480) 350-8331 or come in to the office at 31 East Fifth Street. Procedures for 
the public hearing may be picked up at the office or at the public hearing itself. 

The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities. With 48 hours advance notice, 
special assistance can also be provided for sight and/or hearing impaired persons at public meetings. Please call (480) 350-8331 
(voice) or (480) 350-8400 (TOO) to request an accommodation to participate in the Hearing Officer meeting. 
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HOFFMAN  RESIDENCE

1111 E CONCORDA DR

PL070414

NEIGHBORS EXISTING CARPORT
1103 E CONCORDA DR
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EXISTING CARPORT
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FRONT OF RESIDENCE: VIEW TO SOUTH
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